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A ||_|_ EXBECUTIVE

FOR
ANACT To‘EsTABLESHANATlQNAL CENTREFOR THE COORDINATION AND
CQNTRQt-Of, TﬁE PROL!FERAT:Oﬁ OF SMALL ARMS AND LIGHT WEAPONS
Iﬁ-NIGERrA AND OTHER RELATED MATrERs |
| [

ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal Republic of

Nigeriaas follows-
PART I - OBSECTIVE AND APPLICATION

1. The objectives of this Actare to-

(a)} control the proliferation of smal! arms and light weapons in
Nigeria;

(b) provide a framework for the coordination, implementation and
monitoring of alf efforts geared towards the control of smail arms and light
weapons in Nigeria; and

(c) prevent, combatand eradicate the illicittrade in smallarms and

lrght WERPONS.

2. This Act shall apply throughout the Federal Republic of

PART It - ESTAB’HSFFMENT OF THE NATIONAL CENTRE FOR THE

CO\mtgL (IF SMALL ARMS AND LIGHT WEAPONS

B - Sma]i Arms and Ltght Weapons ("the National Centre") which shall be

' domtc:ledm the Oﬁ'ce of the Nationai Secunty Adviser.

(2) The Ofﬁce of the Natmnal Secunty Adviser (in th is Act referred

X to as "ONSA") shaii be-

= (@) the coordmafmg body for all security znd enforcement agencies

under t‘ms Act.

{b) responsibiie for-

-(1) “There+ 1s estabhsned a National Centre for the Control of

Commencement’

Obijectives of
this Act

Application
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of the National-
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rong and Light
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(i) policy formulation, coordination and monitoring of effort to
address small arms and light weapons related issues within Nigeria, ‘
| (i} monitoring of effort to prevent, combat and eradicate the illicit ,
trade in smali arms and light weapons, and

- (iif) providing regular briefings and reports tothe Govemment on the
.progress and challenges of‘ the rmplementanon of the national -policy and-
strategy on small arms and l:ght_ ‘weapons, with the aim of facilitaﬂng the
necessary political will, undefé?andillg ‘and support for activities and

) prbgrammes dealing with small arms and fight weaplo'nsw
_ 4. The National Centre sha[l— |
(2) implement strateales plans and poiscses for the eracbcation of
‘ plohferatmn of small ams and [wht weapans

(b) super\flse the 1mplementalmn of thc stratemes plan and pohcxes
for the eradlcation of proliferation of small arms and ught weapons, by law :
enforcement agencies and other relevant Mlmsmes, Departments and
Agenéies in Nigeria;

| {¢) receive from the Nigeria Police Force, reports of activities on
registration and licensing of fire arms and ammunition for the purposes of
updating the national databage:
| (d)register and securely store or destroy small arms-
(i) collected from the’ Nigeria Police Force, Armed Fcrces and other

security agencies, and

{ii) seized or'recovered from criminal's, terrorist msurgents and any

" other person mpossessnon ofillegal smaft arms and hghtweapons

(e} organize programmes of action to prevent control, combat and
. -V'eradicate the illegal trade in small arms and light weapons;

() conrdmate the desxgn and lmp!ementanon of an effective publac
educatlon and awareness campalcrn relative'to small arms and i ght weapons

(g) create and maintain a national database of all sma]l‘arms and Elvht

weapons (SALW);
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(h) update the register of small arms and hoht weapons and
transmit same to the United Nations (UN) African Union (AU), the
Economic Community of West Affrica States (ECOWAS) and a;ry other

international orgamzatson that may 80 requzre

(i) advise the Econo‘mic Community of West Africa States

(ECOWAS), the African Unioz{(AU) and United Nations (UN) on

exémptifms to be granted to member states for weapons of categories 1,2
and 3 of the ECOWAS Protocol on SALW to-meet legitimate national
defence and security needs, or o participate in peace keeping or other
operations in accordance with the decisions of the United Nations, Afiican
Union, Econemic Community of West African States or other regional or
sub-reglonal body of which it is a member;

(j) liaise with the Economic Community of West African States,

African Union, United Nations in all- matters relating to the eradication of

proliferation of smal arms and light weapons in gerieral at the regional,

" continental and-global levels;

(k) initiate and develop mechanisms for exchanging information

and experience with the National Centres, Commissions or National

coordinating bodies for the eradication of protiferation of smail arms and

light weapons of ‘other member states of the Economic Community of West

Afncan States, Afncan Unionand Unitéd Natmns

O conduct periodic research studles and surveys fo gather

accurate information on 1mpac‘rs of ntervent:ons, to track the mutatmg ‘

dimension of the problem of small arms and light weapons and the lessans
iearned; and to use such-information; and
(m) perform such other functions that may be assigned to it by
Federal Government of Nigeria.
PART 11 - POSSESSION SALE AND TRANSFER OF FIREARMS
5. A person shall not have in his possession or under his conirol

any firearm, or ammunition for any firearm or any component part of such

Possession of
firearms
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Personal firearms

Muzzle-loading
firearms

Grant of licences
and permits

laccnrdance wnth gmdelmerspemﬁed by the PreSident Of | e, adw::eknf the .

3 NationaiCentrc s, - "‘"*"“-5

2924 R
ammunition, in the fo]!owmg categories except i accordance wﬂh a licence
granted by the PmstdeJWGn the advice of the National Cem‘re-
(a) lethal barreir:d weapon of any descrzpnan from which' any shot
bullet orother missile can be dtscharged .
(b) muzzle loading fi irearm of. any category B

(c) comp ‘nent of any fir rearms

(d) weapénfrom wh:ch ashot is d:scharfred or o

{e) weapon, rjﬂe orplstol from whach a pra_.;ecu le can be fi red
6.-(YA person shali hot have in his posscssmn or under hls cgntroi
any f' irearm of eneofthe categones spccaﬁcd insections of thisAct {"personal
fircarm"y except m accordance mth a licence granted in respect of lt by Ehe

lnspector-GeneraI of Poiice whlch licence, sha]l be granted or_ fused -in

- (2) The hlspector-(}eneral of, P@hce shall prowde to theNatmnaI
Ceritpe . O
Ga)-detaiis ofalllicénsed persona!ﬁruearms and
{b) montlily analys:s on seizures of il legal weapans.
7.-{1} The Commlssmner of Police of a State, with the consent of the
Governor of the state may grant {icense for the possession or control of muzzje-

loading firearm.

(2) The Commissioner of Police ofa state shall lee monthly report of

firearms ]:cenced under the provisions.of subsectmn (1) of thls section.to the

Nationaf Centre. : -

(3) The grant of a licenee & R:respect of g muzzie—load ing fi trearm in.
respectof which application has lam-ﬁly made shail not be refused except for A
one ofany reason specified by the Mnt \ ' _

8.- ( 5} Subject to the prewsmns of section 7 of IhIS Act and the
Firearms Act; the authonty havmg the functlon of granting a Ilcence or perm!t

may grant licence or perm:tto a person deemed fit,
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(2) The authority having the funcfion of granting a licence or

permit may, subject to the provisions of any regulations made under this Act-

(a) impose such terms or conditions as deemed ﬁ!; or

"~ (b} revoke a hcence or permit for such cause as he may consder

appropnate

(3) A person whose applicaimn for licence or permit Is reﬁlsed by -

the Police authority other than a decision by the President, may appeal &
writing to the President through the National Centre, whose decision shall
be final. '

{4) Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 6 and 7 of this Act,

 no ficence of permit under the provisions of this Act shall be granted if fhere

is reason to believe that the applicant or helder of the licence- .

| @)isuidertheageof2);,
®) is ofuﬁséuhd mind:

(c) is mot’ fit to have possession of the firearm- in- qua;tlon on

accountof defective eyesight;
{d} is a person of infemperate habiis; or

{e} has been previously convicted of an offence involving violence

~orthethreat of violence.

{3) The Inspector General of Police or the Commissiuncr of Police
of a state shall provide details of- _
o {(a) rejected applications . for licence or pesmit to the National
Centre within | month of the rejection; and | H

(b) revoked hcencss to the National Centre within I month of the

revocation.

9.(1) The owner of a firewm in respect of which a licence or

. permtt has been granted in accordance with the :pmvisions of this_;;Act shall
be responsible‘ for the safe cusiody of the fircarm fo which the. licence or

permitrclates

¥

{2) The owner of af: rearm' in the case of foss, thefi or deslmctmn '

S:[feumnly ﬁf

Ereamms
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of the fireann! shall-

{2) mchify such loss? theft or destyuction and the circumstancas of it
within 14 days 1o the authority who issued the !Eﬁc;‘;ce ar pc{mit; surrender the
imenesorpermis and

{bydosuch otheractionas the authority mé}; consider necessary,

{3} Where the helder of a licence or permit diest a person lawfully in
possession of the chaltels of the deceased or a persen o whom a firearm or
ammuniticn of the deceased hos been bequeathed may notwithstanding any
other provision of this Act, lawfall iv have in his possession a firearm or
ammunition in respect of which the deceased persen held a licence or permit
fora period of 14 days afiersuch deaﬁ;.

(4} Notwithstanding the provisions of éubsectien {3} of this section,
the Inspector-General éf Folice Iﬁay, if he deems fit, seive the firearm or
ammunition and retain or deposit same in a pﬁblic armoury as’provided in the
FlreannsAct, until a licence or permit is GFtﬂf:mtted in respect ofsuch firearm.

(5) The occurrence of : any of the SItuatlon prov:ded in subsection (2),
(3) and (4) of this section, shail be reported to the National Centre within 30
days for record and analysis. .

18.-(1} A person shall not kave in his possession or under his contro!
any ammunition for any firearn and any cemponeni part of any ammunition or
gun powder or trade powder intended or used as a éamponent part, except in
accordance with thetenms ofa lcense or permit granted to him and in respect of
such firearm.

{2} The provisions of sub-section (1) of this section shal] ap;ﬁly in
respect of; ai.i AMMURition, except-

(a} lead shot foruse only asa weishit; ar

{biblank cartndﬁes oiher than ihﬁse for humane killers not exceedmg

__34 CCBEimEEEFS i d;amexcr

1i. _a" i\ripersonshail notbuy, seil, transfer, , EXpose i’orsafe oriran sfer

or ha\fe in his possession for sale or transfer, any firearm unless &He persan is
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] registered as 2 firearms desler,
2 (2) Nomi{hs{arzding the provisions of any other law, any
3 application for registration as a fircanm dealer shall be confirmed by the
4 National Cent'r-e béfore approval. | i
5 (3) The National Centre shall maintain a database of registered :
6 fircarms dealers inNigeria.
7 (4) A person shall not buy, sell, ransfer or expose for sale or
8 transfer or have in his possession for sale or fransfer any ammumition,
g . except-

_ 10 (@ the ‘;mmuniﬁo{i specified at section 3 (bjof thisActorPart 1i of -

11 theFirearmsAct; and |
12 {h) he is reglstered asafirearms deaier
13 (3. The Pre51den£ may, upon the adﬂce sf thc Natmnal Centre
14 direct-
15 (a) the registration of any person as a dealer in firearms; and
16 (b) that any such registration ofa dealer be canceiled. )
17 12.—{} }A registered fircarms dealer shall- Regisered denler™s
I8 (a) construct, in accordance witk the reqmrements prescribed by e
16 Regulations pursuant to the Firearms Act, and maintain in proper repair, an
20 armoury at each place in respect ofwhich he camries on business;

21 (v) ke'fl:p an up to date records of transactions at each place where he
22 carries on busiﬁess, and shal! make such retums in respect of the records as

23 may be preser :bed by the National Cenire;
24 {c) in the case of loss, theft or destruction of a firearm in his

25 poﬁs?:ssion, shall notify such loss, theft or destmctién wilhfn 7 days of the -

26 _ occurrence io the Inspector-General of Police and the National Centre, for

27 record and analysis; and

28 (d) A registered firearms dealer shall permit inspection of each
29 place where he carrics on business and the records maintained, by a police
30 officer, upon production by such police officer of the written authority of the
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Btammping of all
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Inspector-General of?olice;__

{2 The Mational Cenire-

{8} may conduc: periodic inspection of registered firearms dealers
Ty aeress Mizesia; and |

b chall keep records of all registered dealers AIMOWYY &Cross
Nigeriz.

3.1} A person, whether a rezistered firearms dealer or aot,shalinot

sell or trapsfer any firemmn or ammunition to any person, except-

{@}another registered firearms dealer: or

{b) the person produced 2 licence or pennitauthorizing him to possess
such firearm or ammunition, .

(2} Any regulations made under this Act and pursuant io the Firearms
Act may permit the sale or transfer of a firearm or ammunition by aregistered
firearms dealer toa person who is not the holder of a licence or permit intending
to obtain such licence, upen conditions to be prescribed in such regulations.

i4-{NA person, whethera registefed firearms dealer or not, shali not
sell or ransfer any firearm enless-

{2) there s starnped permanently on if, the maker's name and number
or such other particulars as may be prescribed; and

{bj the name or mumber is specified in any licence or permit produced |
inaccordance with section | | ofthe Firearms Act.

(2) A person, whether a registered firearms dealer or not, shall not
alter or render iflenible the maker's ame er number or other prescribed
particelars stamped upon 2 firearm without the consent i writing of the
taspector General of Folice. :

{3} Where the provisions of subsection (2} of this section is -
contravened, the inspector Genera! of Police shall natify the National Centre

forrecord and analysis.
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15.-(1)The National Centre shall have powerto collect-

{a) smali arms which are surplus to the national needs or have

become gbsolete;
(b} seized light weapons;
{c)unmarked light weapons;

{d}illegally heid light weapens; and

{e) small arms coilected in the implementation of peace accords or -

programmes forthe voluntary handing over ofthe Weapons.
{2} A smal arm or light weapon collected pursuant to the
provisions of subsection (1) of this section shall be registered and securely

stored or destroyed,

{3) The National Céntre shall promote and carry out programmes

of voluntary handing over of smali arms and light weapons.

16.-(1) The National Centre shall take the necessary measures to.

ensure the safe and effective management, storage and security of national

stocks of small arms and light weapons. _

(2) The National Centre shéll, pursuance to the prov-isidns 6f
subsection (1) of this section, establish effective stagdards and procedure_s
for stockpile management, storage and security, including-

(a) dppropriate site; |

(b) physical security measures of storage facilities;

(c).inv::ntoryﬁan agementand record keeping;

{d}ystafftraining;

(e) security during maﬁufacture and transportation; and

(fysanctions in case of theft or loss.

{3) The Nationa! Centre shall ensure that stockpiles of small arms

and light weapons by manufacturers, dealers as well as-individuals are

ey

procedures.

securely stored in accordance with the appropriate standards and

Collection and
storage of small
arms and light
weapons

Management
and security of
stockpiles
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PART IV - REGISTER OF SMALL ARMS AND LIGHT WEAPONS
17.-(1) The National Centre shall keep and maintain a computensed
eclster of small arms and light weapons and a comprehensive national
database, in which shall be recordedithe followmﬂ information-

(&) description of the product (type, model and caliber) and quallty

{where it concerns a batch)
(b) centent of the marking; ‘
* (¢) names and addresses of the former and current owners and, where
possible, successive owners; 7
(d) dateof registration;;ghd
(e) information conceraing eachtransaction including-

(i) the hame and address of the shipper, the 1ntermed1ary (where

' apphcable), the conmgnee and thc Usér mdlcated on the end-user—certlﬁcate

.- {iD) the point of departure transit and destination, as well as the
¢ustoms references and the dates of departure transit and delivery to the end-
user, '

(iify the export, transit and import licence (quantities and batches
corresponding to the same hcence aswellas the validity ofthe lICC[lCE)

(iv) full details concemmg the method of transport and the
transporter,

(V) the controlliﬁgragency or agencigs atpoint of departure, transit and
entry,

AvD) the nature of tl}e transaction, whether commercial, non-
commercial, private or public, k:oﬁversinn, repair, and .

{vii) Wheye appiicab[é, the insurer and the ﬁnané:ial institution

intervening in the transaction.-

(2} The records in the Reglster of the National Centre shall also be -

kept in the custody DﬁdeSIgnated agenc:es .
- 18.-(1) The National Centre shall-

-{a) keep and maintain a register of small arms and light weapons
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1 destined for use in peacekeeping operations both within and outside the
2 ECOWAS or AU territory to ansure the control of movements of smaail arms
3 and light weapons and their effective withdrawal at the end of peace
4 operations in w‘ﬂc"l member;

5 {by declare to the executive secretanat of BCOWAS, AU and UN
6 organization of all small érms and light weapons-

7 | {i)used in peace keeping operations, or

8 (ii) seized, collected or destroyed during peace keeping operations
9 in Nigeria and in the ECOWAS or AU region.
R (2) For the purpose of implementing the provisions of sub section
1 (1) of this section- )

12 (a) the Armed Fo;cés, the Police and any other security agency
13 engaged in peace keepmg operations shail-

14 . _ (i) prior to the commencement of the operation, submlt to the
15 Nati:)nal Centre a register or .record of small arms and light weapons to be
16 ) used in the operation, and - .

17 " (iD) after the operatibn, submit to the National Centre a register or
18 record of small arms and fight weapons used in the operations or scized,
19 collected or destroyed duringthe.operations;

20 (b the National Centre may at any time necessary, request from the
21 Armed Forces, the Police or any other security agency engaged in peace
22 keeping operations, a register or record of small arms and light weapons to
23 be used, used, seized, coilected or destroyed during the operations;

24 (¢)aregister of smail arms and light weapons used by arms bearing
25 agencies shall be forwarded to the National Centre quarterly; and

26 (d) a list of ammunitions before and after a peace keeping mission
27 by arms bearing agencies shall be forwarded to the National Centre.

28 19. The National Centre shail establish a National Small Arms Small arms
29 Registry to be managed by an arms Registrar who _shaii-_ ety
30

{a) keep, maintain and update, from time o time, ithe Registers

23
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‘established urider this Act; o .
' {(b) transmit the kegistem to the secfetariat of the ECOWAS in
accordance with the provisions of ECOWAS Conventio-n; and _

' tc) catry out any other responsibility in respect of small arms and light
weapon record and.dqcumentation in the Nigeria. 7

- PART V - CONTROL OF THE MANUFACTURE OF SMALL ARMS
’ AND LIGHT WEAPONS

20.-(1) The National Cfentre sﬁail—

(a) conirol the manufacture of small arms and light weapans in
Nigﬂria; o

k ' (b)‘regula{te the activitiés of local and artisanal small arms and light
.;,-Weapons manufactu-rerS' and o

(c) adopt strategtes and pohcms for the reduct!on or llmltanon of the‘
manufacture of smaﬂ arms. .and dight weapons so as to control the ]ocal
. manufacture as welrl:asithelrmarketw1thm ECOWAS,

(2) The National Centre shall prepare and maintain an exhaustive list
of local manufactﬁrers of small arms and light weapons and ensure their
registration in the Regiiter of Smal! Arms and LIUI][ Weapons esta;b,lishcd

-under section 17 ofthis Act. ‘ _
1. The National Centre shall not grant a requést for the manufacture
of small arms and light weapons except the manufacturer gives information
relating to-
(a) details of the arms to Ee lﬁanuf'actured and the quantity, exact type
and kind of arms vsing ECOWAS classification systém, including all serial
_ numb.ers and other markings; |

(bJ the procedure for marking and entering detalls of each small arm
and light weapon into the Register of Small Arms and Light Weapons '
estabhshed undersection 17 of thisAct;and

(c) mfonnatton on the storage and management of the small arms and :

hghtweaponsaﬂermanufacture . "
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22 (1) The National Centre shail exchanse with sther ECOWAS,
AU and UN State Parfies, information on-
(@illegal small arms and light weagons;
" {b) seized smvall arrns ‘cmd light weapons;and

1 trafﬁckmg in weapens that contravene international law or the

Tinternai 1aws of the Statfs in which the operations take place, mcludmg
'condemnatmn of the person or instiiution lmpllcamﬂ, sanctions, d:spnsa!
'destructton metheds and neuiralization.

' (2) The National Centre shall, in the case of oihier smait mand.
- light weapons excaanoe the foliownw data on a reguiar basis w:lh the

* bodies mentioned in subsection{1) of this section-

“Tracing

(a) minufacmre markmﬂ system and techmques wsed, and ;

o authonzedmanufacmrers

(b) transfers, exports to and lmpons from all other states, andr L

{c) information available concerning national legislation, existing

. practices and controls, zuthorized dealers and brokess; and

(d) existing stockpiles, managernent, inventory, securily, surpios,

-loss, theft and destruction.

(3} The National Cenire may initiate 2 wacing reques! through

" ECOWAS, AU or UN in relation to small arms and light weapons found

within Nigeria that it considers to be iliegal.

(4) A request by the National Centre for assistince intracing illegal

-small arms or light weapons shall contzun sufficient mfmmansn, .nciudm-r— N

(a) information describing the illegal nature of ﬂm small arms and B

light weapons, its legal justification and cnrcumstancas‘under which ﬁle ’

= smaitarms and light weapons were found;

(b) markm , iype, caliberand ather relevant mfmmauon, and

(c}) mtended use ofthe information being sought

3 Where the National Centre receives throazh the ECO‘WAS AL
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5 requesting

o UN request for m{sistaﬁce in tracing illsgal small arms and light weapons
found in the requesting member state, the National Cenire shall acknowledge
iisreceipt within a reasonable time frame,

(6} A request from a member state received under subsection {5} of
this section shall contain the information setout in subsection {4) of this section
and any other information as may be specified by the National Centre,

(7) The National Centre shall provide reliable responses to tracing
requests made by other member states within | month from the date of receipt'
ofthe request.

(8) In responding to a tracing fequest, the National Centre shal]
provide all available information sought by the requesting member state thatis
relevant forthe purposes of tracing iflegal simall arms and light weapons.

{9) The Natmnal Centre may seek additional mformatton from the

mber ‘state where a tracing request does not contain the

mformatmn required under this sectlon
PART VI - MISCELLANEOUS
23.-(1)Any person m possession of firearms or ammunition. withcuta
licence shall on conviction be liable to 2 years imptisonment or a fine of nct
less than N1,000,000.00 or both where the person has no previous criminal
record,

(2} Any person with previous criminal records found in possession of
firearms without a licence shalion conviction be I;abfe w05 years imprisonment
wnhaut fine.

{3) Where a person cammsts an act of violence with a fi reanm that is
not Iicenced such person shallon COﬂVlCtEOn be liable to § years imprisonment.

{4) A person who commits ary offence under this Act for which no
penaity is prescribed shall be liable on conviction to not less than 1 year
imprisonment ora fine ofnot less than N500, 006.00 or both.

241} The Natronal Centre shall, in the interest of promoting peace,

design public and community education and awareness procrammes at
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national, state and local levels in order fo involve Nigerians in the cfforis to
control the proliferation of smali arms and light weapons.

(2) The National Centre shall, in pursuance of subsection (1) of
this section, develop and partner with civil society organizations al national,
state and local levels, inciuding wgmé_n, youth-and other organisations, for
better information and public awareness on the danger of proliferation of
small arms and light weapons. .

25. The President may give to the National Centre such directives
of a general natufe or r‘eléting specifically to matters of policy, with regards
to the exercise of the functions of the National Centre as he may consider
necessary and the National Centre shall comply with the directives.

26. The National Centre may make regulations and issue

implementation ofthe provisions of this Act.

27. As from the commencement of this ‘Act, the Presidential

Committee for the Control of Small Arms and light -Weapons {(PRESCOM)Y

constituted by the President is dissolved. . 7
28.-(1) The dissolution of PRESCOM as specified in section 27 of

this Act shall not affect anything done or purported to have been done by the

PRESCOM.

Directives of
the Pressdent

' -Regulalions

guidelines as are necessary or expedient for the effective and efficient -

Dissolution of
the Presidential
Committee for
the Controf of
Small Arms and
Light Weapons

Savings and
transitional
pIOVISIGNS

(2) Theright, interest, obligation, proceedings, assets and liabifity - o

of the PRESCOM existing before the commencement of this Act shall by. -

virtue of this Act be deemed to be that of the National Centre, to the extent

that they are not inconsistent with any of the provisions of this Act.

(3) Any reference to the PRESCOM or any person under its control

or a document issued in the name of the PRESCOM shall be read, unless the .

context otherwise requires, as a reference to the National Centre gstablished
. O &

under this Act.
*

29, Inthis Act-

"ammunition” means devices designed fo be shot or projected through the

Ihtefpretaiion
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means of fireanms, mc!mi’ag;
(a}camﬂém
‘H}pmjecﬁges and Imssﬂes forlight weapons, and
{c} mobile containers with missiles or projectiles for anti-aircraft or
%ﬁi—w_ﬂtk single action systeins; -
AL means thehﬁ-icmé Enimi;
"Conveniton™ means the Feonomic Cdmiﬁuniiy of West African States
Comeention on Smalt Arms and Light Weapons, their Ammunition and Other
Re!ated ‘\eiatm'ia!s;, doneat Abujz on [4th June, 2006:
"ECQWAS" means the Feonomic Community of West A frican States:

“illicit™ means aH that is carried oot in violation of this Act and tﬁle Convention;
"Heht weapons™ means portable arms designed fo be used by several persons
workmg together in a feam and inclﬁde notably-

(a) heavy machine guns,

E (b) portahie grenade faunchers, mobﬂe orm : nted
(c) portable anti- almaﬁcannons,
{d) portable anfi-tank cannons, non-recoil guns,

-+

{e}portable anti-tank missile laurchers or rocket léunchers and
(t}mortarsw:thacailberoi less than one hundred millimeters;
"marking” means rmmptmns permitting the 1dennﬁca£|0n of arms covered by

this Aciand the Convention; |

"muzzie-loading frearm® means firearms into which the projectile and usually
the pmpeiiant charge is loaded from the muzzie of the gua, mcludmg Dane-
enns, Fimi-lock gunsand Cap-guns; 7
"National Centre” means National Centre for the Coniml of Sinail Arms and
Light Weapons established under section 3ofthisAct;

“ather refated matenais means afl components, paﬂs or spare parts for simail
ams of ilg!n weapms OF ammunition pecessary for its functioning; or any -
chermical substance serving as active mate_:nal used as propeliing or explo;sive
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I "smallarms" means arms used by oné_pei‘scn and include-
2. (2) firearms and other destructive arms- or d’évi’s,es such a.s._an'

= 'exploding bomb, an incendiary bomb or a gés bomb, a_-rgrenada, a rocket
4 launcher, a missile systen or landmine,
5 (b} revolvers and pistols with aujomatic loading,
6 {c) riffles and carbines,
7 {d) machine guns,

. . 8 (e)assaultrifles, and

9 {f) lightmachine guns; ’
10 "stnall arms and light weapons" includes ammunition and other related
11 materials;
12 . tracing" includes thé systematic monitoring of the movement of smail arms
13 and light weapots and their ammunition and other related materials, from
14 _  the manufactureruntil the end user, wi ] w to hglping mélnbegé. s-tgtgs or
15 * ;c‘;émpe'tent,auth.orities to detect illegé!-ihandf' ctl_i:re:;:{dtrading; anE )

16 “weapons of categories 1, 2'and 3" means light weapons, small am"xs‘and
17 ammunition, respectively. - )
18 : 3C. This Bill may be cited as the Control of Small Arms and Light  short titie
19 Weapons Bill, 2021.

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
{This memorandium does not form part of the Bill bt is intended
. ) to explain its purport}
This Bill seeks to pi‘ovide for the control of small arms and light weapons in
Nigeria and the establishmént of National.coordination body at ONSA to
coordinate and implement activities to combat the problem of the
proliferation of small arms and light vu-feapons,in Nigeria in line with the UN,
AU, ECOWAS Convention and other international instruments and

Protocols on small arms and light weapons.







