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CONSTITUTION OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA 1999
(ALTERATION) BILL, 2021
ARRANGEMENT OF CLAUSES
i, Amendment of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria
1999 Cap C 23 Laws of the Federation of Nigeria 2004
Amendrhent of Section 34 (2) b of the Principal Act
Amendment of Section 35 (7) b of the Principal Act
Amendment of Section 39 (3) of the Principal Act
Amendment of Section 42 (3) of the Principal Act
Amendment of Section 84 (4) of the Principal Act
AmendmentofSection 129 (2) of the Principal Act
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Amendment of item 45 of Part T of the Second Schedule of the

Principal Act N
14, AmendmentofPart 1l ofthe Second Schedule ofthe Pringipal Act -

153, AmendmentofPart [ ofthe Third Schedule of the Principal Act

16. Amendment of Part 1T of the Third Schedule of the Principal Act

17. Citation
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'FOR
AN ACT To" ALTER THE CONSTITUTION OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF
NIGERIA, 1999 To PROVIDE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT QF STATE POLICE

FORCE AND FOR OTHER RELATED MATTERS

Sponsored by Senator Uba Sani
B

ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal Republic of

Nigeria; _ ‘
1. The Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999 Cap

C 23 Laws of the Federation of Nigeria 2004 in this Bill referred to as ("thc'

Principal Act") is amended as set out in this Bill.

2. Section 34 (2) b of the Principal Act is amended in line 2 by
adding the words " ... and State Police Force” immediately after " .., Nigeria
Police Force... v

3 Sectlon 35(7)bofthe Prmmpal Actis amended in lines Jand4
by adding the words " .. and State Police Force" immediately
after".. Nigeria Police Force ..." _ ,

4, Sccﬁon 39 (3) b of the Principal Act is amended in line 3 by
adding the words" ... and State Police Force" immediately after" .. Nigeria
Palice Force ... "

- S. Section 42 (3) of the Principal Act is amended in line 4 by
adding the words" ... and State Police Force" immediately after " ... Nigeria
Police Force..." '

6, Scction 84 (4) of the Principal Act is amended by substituting
for the words "Police Service Commission” with the words "Federal Police

Service Commission”,
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7. Section 129 (2) of the of the Principal Act is amended by
substituting for the words "Nigeria Police Force” with the words "State Police
Force" '

8. Section 153 (1) m of the Principal Act is amended by substituting

for the words "Police Service Commission” with the words "Federal Police

Service Commission"

- 9. Section 197 of the Principal Act is amended by inserling a new
paragraph "d" afterthe existing paragraph "¢" in subsection 1 thus:

"State Police Service Commission" 7

10. Section 214 of the Principal Act is amended by substituting the
existing Section 2 14 with a new section 214 thus:

"(1) There shall be a police force for Nigeria and the Federal Capital
Territory, which shall be known as the Nigeria Police Force, as well as State
Police Forces established for each of the 36 states of the Federation, and subject
to the provisions of this section no other police force shall be established forthe
Federation or any part thereof

(2) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution;

(a) The Nigeria Police Force and the 36 State Police Forces shall be
organised and administered in accordance with such provisions as may be
prescribed bly an act of the National Assembly and the House of Assembly of
¢ach state;

(b) The Nigeria Police Force shall provide state policing for any state
that is unable to establish and operate a state police until such a time that one is
established: _

Provided that pending the establishment of a State Police Force in any
State, the Governor of such a State or a Commissioner of the State as the
Governor may authorize in that behalf, shall have the authority to give to the
Commissioner of Police of that State such lawfu! directions with respect to the
maintenance and securing of public safety and public order within the state as

he may consider necessary, and the Commissioner of Police shall comply with -



2021_Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999 (Alteration) Bill, 2021 . C 99

et -3 DN ot B W N —

Lo o B B L o I e o L o T o G U
B T - O o e O N R  E — T = T - R U - U UC R N N

30

&

those directions or cause them to be complied with.

(¢) The Nigeria Police Porce shall not interfere with the operations

of any State Police Force or the internal security affairs of a state except in
the following instances: ‘ ‘

(i) To investigate all ctimes not assigned exclusively to another law
enforcementagency and gather infelligen'ce; -

(ii) To investigate threats to national security;

(iii) Where a State Police Force is unable to function owing to
administrative, fi nanclal or other challenges that renders it 1n0geratlve ata

given time and the Governor of such a state has requested the lnterventlon of

the Nigeria Police Force in order to prevent and/or contain a breakdown of

law and order in the state:

Provided that any such request by the Governor for interventim‘; by
the Nigeria Police Force shall only be made after the approval of two-thirds
majority ofthe State House of Assembly, _

(d) The members of the Nigeria Police Force and the State Pblice
Forces shall have such powers and duties as maybe conferred upoh them by
law; ‘ ' ' _ ’

(e) The National Assembly may make pfovisions for br'anches-bf
the Nigeria Police Force forming part of the armed forces of the Federation
or for the protection ofharbours, watenvay.s{,‘_rgilwayé and airfiglds,

11. Section215 of the PrihcipalA(;t isamended:

(a) In subsection (Dbby substltutmg the existing subsection (1) b
with anew subsection (1) b thus:

A Commlss:oner of Police for each state of the Federatlon who

shall be appomted and/or removed by the Governor of the State on thﬁ :

advice of the State Police Service Commission subject to the approval of
such appointment and/or removal by two-thirds majority of the House of

Assembly ofthe State”

(b) In subsection (2) by substituting the existing subssstion (2)
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law"

with anew subsection (2) thus;
~ "The Nigeria Police Force shall be under the command of the
Inspector General of Police and contingents of the Nigeria Police Force

stationed in a state shall be subject to the authority of the Inspector General of

Police, other than officers of the State Police Force who'shall be subject to the

authority of thie Commissioner of Police of that State." . _

(c) In subsection (4) by substityting the existing subsection (@Ywitha

new subsection (4) thué: o

"Subject to the provisions of thissection, the Governor of a State or

such Commissioner of the State as the Governor may authorize in that behalf, -

shall give to the Commissioner of Police of that State such lawful.directions -
with respect to the maintenance and securing of public safety and public order
- within the state as he may consider necessary, and the Commissioner of Police

shall comply with those directions or cause them to be complied with,"

12. The Second and Third Schedules to the Pringipal Act are amended

~assetout in this Bill,

13. Ttem 45 of Part I of the Second Schedule to-the Principal Act is

amended by substituting the existing Item 45 with a new [tem 45 thus:.

. "Nigeria Police Force and other government security services establishéd by

.14, PartIlofthe Second Schedule to the Principal Act is émended by |
inserting new paragraph 31 thus:. -

.. "31. AHouse of Assembly shall have power to make laws for the state
with respect (o the establishment of a State Police Force, subject to the
framew;)rk and gﬁideliues established by an act of the National Assembly”

15, Part I ofthe Third Schedule to the Principal Act Is amended:

(a) Altering Paragraph 27(c) to read thus: "the Chairman of the
Federal Police Service Co.mmissip'n'.' .
(b) Altering Paragraph 28 by substituting the words "Nigeria Police

Force" with the phrase "Nigeria Police Force and State Police. Force
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throughout paragraph 28 .

(c) Altering Item "M" by substituting the name Police Service
Commission with "Federal Police Service Commission” in the heading and
throughout Jtem "M" -

16. Part1lofthe Third Schedule to the Principal Act is ameﬁ&ed:

(a) By inserting a new item "D" after the existing item "C" thus:

"D, State Police Service Commission |
The State Police Service Commission shall comprise the following
members: ‘

(b) A Chairman to be appointed by the Governor subject to the
confirmation ofthe State House of Assembly;

(c) Such number of other persons, not less than seven but more thap
nine, as may be prescribed by an the State House of Assembly;

The Commission shall be responsible for:

(a) Appoint persons to offices (other than office of the
Commissioner of Police) in the State Police Force; and

(b) Dismiss and exercise disciplinary control over persons holdih'g
any office referred to in sub-paragraph (a) of this paragraph."

17. This Bill may be cited as the Constitution of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria 1999 (Alteration) Bill, 2021, ' '

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
This Bill seeks to Alter the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria
1999 to amongst other provisions establish State Police Force in the 36
states of the Federation, change the name of the Police Service Commission
to the Federal Police Service Conrmission, establish the State Police Service
Commission and amend the Secoﬁd and Third Schedules of the Constitution
ofthe Federal Republic of Nfgeria, 1999,
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