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A BILL
FOR

AN ACT To ALTER THE PROVISIONS OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE
FEDERAL RE#UBLIC OF NIGERIA, 1999 TO SEPARATE THE OFFICE OF THE
ATTORNEY-GENERAL FROM THAT OF THg MINISTER OF JUSTICE AND TO
PROVIDE FOR AN INDEPENDENT QFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL AND
FOR MATTERS CONNECTED THERETG, 2021,
Sponsored by Senator George Thompson Sekibo
L]

BE IT ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal
Republic of Nigerfa as follows-

1. The Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999
(hereinafterreferred to as "the Constitution") is altered as set out in this Bill.

2. Section 150 of the Constitution js hereby deleted and replaced
withanew section 150 as follows:

“150 (1) There shall be an Attdrney-Genera] of the Federation who
shallbe the Chief Law Officer of the Federation,

(2) The Attorney-General shall establish offices in the Federal
Capital Territory and in each State of the Federation and employ such
number of staff as may be required for the discharge of his functions under

this Constitution.

(3) The Attorney-General shall in the discharge of his functions

under this Constitution, be independent and not subject to the direction er
control of any other authority or person.

(4) The Attorney-Generai shall be: appointed by the President upon
recommendation by the National .Iudiéia[ Council and confirmed by the
Senate,

(5) The National Judicial Council shall make recommendation for

the appointment of the Attorney-General upon being satisfied that the
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(c) investigate or cause to be investigated the conduct of affairs of
any person, authority, mnustry or government department charged or
intended to be charged with the duty orresponsibility of:

(i) executing or administering laws enacted by the National
Assembly; |

(ii)z disbursing or adminiétering moneys appropriated by the
National Assembly; |

{d) supervise, monitor, control and ensure that all government
agencies with investigative and prosecutorial powers c;rry out their
functions in accordance with the law establishing them, with special
reference to the following government agencies:

() the Nigeria Police Force:

(i) the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission;

(iii) the Independent Corrupt Practices Commission;

(iv) the Migeria Customs Service;

(v) the Nigeria Prisons Service;

(vi) the Nigeria Immigration Service;

(vi) Federal Inland Revenue Service;

{viif) National Agency for Food and Drug Administration and
Conirol; |

(ix) the Nigeria Drug Law Enforcement Agency;

(x) the Nigeria Security and Civil Defence Corps;

© {xi)Quarantine Department.

(e) prosecute all criminal offenders in respect of any offence
ereated by orunderany Act of the National Assembly;

(f) carry out such other functions as may be conferred upon the
office by the National Assembly,

(11) The Attorney-General shall submit to the National Assembly
the annual, supplementary or other budgets of his office for consideration

and approval and shall not spend any money for any purpose whatsoever,

Aunnual,
supplementary
budget and other
appropriation




C 94  Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999 (Further Alteration) Bill, 2021 2021

Consolidated
Revenue Fund
of the Federation

Record of accounts

" and audit

Annual Returns

Citation

WO 1 N W R W N e

e T e S S O e Y
S ~I & W R W = o

save and except as approved by the National Assembly in the Annual

Appropriation Act, Supplementary Appropriation Act, or any other

_appropriation or approval thereof,

(12} Any amount standing to the credit of the Office of the Attorney-
General in the Consolidated Revenue Fund of the Federatidn shall be paid
directly to the Office of the Attorney-General for disbursement thereof,

(13) The Attorney-General shall cause to be kept, proper records of

the accounts of his office in respect of each year and shall cause the accounts of

his office to be audited within six months from the end of each financial yearby -

auditors appointed from the list approved from time to time by the Auditor-
Geheral for the Federation.

(14) The Attorney-General shall prepare and submit to the National
Assembly, not later than six months after the end of each financial year, a report
on the activities of his office for the preceding year and shall include therein the
audited account of his office for the year under review together with the
auditor's report thereon,"

3. This Bill may be cited as the Constitution of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria, 1999 (Further Alteration) Bili, 2021,

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
This Bill seeks to alter the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria,
1999 to separate the Office of the Attorney-General from that of the Minister of

Justice and to provide for an Independent Office of the Attorney-General,



