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A BILL
FOR

AN‘ ACT TO ESTABLISH THE NATIONAL RICE DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL OF
NIGERIA TO PROVIDE GUIDANCE ON THE RICE RESEARCH, COMPREHENSIVE
DEVELOPMENT OF T1IE RICE. SECTOR AND THE ORGANIZATION OF THE RICE
STAKEHOLDERS TO ENHANCE THE LOCAL PRODUCTION OF RECE IN NIGERIA
ANDFOR RELATED MATTERS
| Spoﬁsored by Senator Bimma Enagi
I [
ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria as follows:
$.-(i) The Bill proposes the establishment ofa body to be known as
the National Rice Devei;:)pment Céuncil of Nigeria (Referred 1o as "the
Council™)which shall have the functions;
(i) The Council shall be a body corporate with perpetual
succession and a common seal and may sue and be sued in its corporate
name. ) | |

2 -(i) The Couﬁcil shall. wnsist of a Chairman to be appointed by

the Presuient on the recommendatmn of the Mmlster and the following

other members to be appomted by the Minister on the recommendatmn_ of

the bodies they represent that is-

(a) Representames of the the Fdrmers Ashsoc.iatlon ef Nigeria

7 {R!FAN) Rlce Prncessors Assocnatmn of ngena (RIPAN), Rice Millers

Assocmtmn of ngena (RIMAN) Assocmuon of Smali and Medium Scale

Modular Rlce Mlllcrs of ngena (ASMERIMON), Rice Polfcy Advocacy
Imtlatlve of Nloena (RiPA!N) etc.

(b} Represemauve of the Paddv Rice DealerAssoc iation of Nigeria

‘(PR!DAN)
T

{c) Represmtalwe of the C entral Bank of N igeria;
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{d} Representative ofthe Civil Society Advocacy Organizations;

(e} chrescma{i\{c of .the National Cercals Research Institute
(NCRI): '

(fH chrLsmtaL:w_ oflhc Federal Ministry of Industry, Trade and
Ivestment; ’ _

{2} Representative of the Federal Ministry (l}ngricu!ture and Rural
Development:

(h) Representative of the Federal Ministry of Water Resources:

(i} Representative ofthe Federal M il;iSt!“_y of Finance; and

{j) Exccutive Seerefary of'the Cou.ncil.

(i) The supplementary provisions contalncd in thf: Schedule to this
Act shall have effect on the proceedings of the Couﬂ(:nl and on other matters
cnntamcd therein; _ _

(111) Appmm;%m of “h.airman and Exccutive Secrqtary of the
Council

{a) The appointment of'the Chairman oﬁhc Counci! shall be based on

‘the relevant experiencée. expertise and integrity of the appointee.

(b) The appointment of the Executive Secretary of the Council shall
be based onrelevant education traininu expenence dnd mtegrlty
3. The functions ofthe Counul shall be
(a) Draw policy gmdelmes and actmn program'nes for the cnnre rice
value chain: . |
(b} Provide 0uidelines on the develupmem of rice estates and the
organization of the rice stakcholders to enhancc the \nabiilty of rice varjeties;

(c) Fa0i[1£ate the avar]ab:!tty of credtt Iur rlce tarmers for land

preparatlon and farm mputs in iia:son w:th ! edcraf State and local govemmem

mstmmons dl]d cor pora:.e bodies, w hosc, Ob_]BLIIVLb rc,late o the objectwes of

the rice stakeholders:
(d) ‘Establish. maintain ang superwsc the Race Reseauh and

Dc.wlopmenl Centre to dcveiop new and 1mpr0ved rice produclion technofw\
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1 and rice varieties;
2 {€) Design and implement the local adaptatioﬁ of machinery and
3 Tacilitate technoibgy transfer for rice processing;
4 (i‘)l Set targets and measurements for the pe'rfomlancc of local rice
5 producers; | o
.6 * {g) Setand regulate quality standards for local rice producers;
7 (h) Advise, based on improvements in local rice production, the
8 * Governmient of the Fedération on the rate of tariff to be charged on imported
9 E rice; and
10 (i} Co.nsider and advise on any other matter which is aimed at
11 enhancing the objectives of the Council.
12 4.-(i) The Chairman and meémbers of the Council other than ex  “femure of Office
o : oo of the Chairman
13 officio members shall each hold office for a single term of five years, not :xt:l:(lggzr’l:;frs of
14 - subjecttorenewal;
15 (ii) Without prejudice to subsection (1) of this section the Minister
' fﬁ | méy appoint"ﬁ'om among the members any person 10 act as the Chairman
17~ during the absence o temporary incapacitation illness or otherwise of the
18 Chairman and the person so appointed shail, while the a'ppoiritrhcnt subsists,
19 have the same powers as exercised by the Chairman. -
20 - 5.-(i) There shall be appointed by thé Minisier, an Executive  Secretariat and
. . - . . . . other Olficers
21 Secretary who shall be the chief Executive of the Council and shall be  of the Council
22 res#mtsibié to the Council and the Chairman for the day-to-day
23 " administration of the Council; -
24 (ii) There may be appointed from time to fime by the Council, such
25 other staff as may be required for the pyrpoSé of the efficient performance of
26 ' the fisnctions of the Council and the staff appointed under this section shall
27 " bé paid by the Council such remuneration and allowances as are payable (o
28 persons ef equivalent grades in the public service of the Federation;
29 (it1) The secretariat of the Council shail be located in the Fe&eral
30 * Capital Territory, Abuja; e




C 698

Rice Couneil Bill, 2019 ' 2015

Funding of the
Council

Power to

accept gifis

Pawer to
borrow

(iv) The Secretariat shall be responsible lothe Council.

6.-(i) The Council ahall establish and mamtam a fund which shall be
apphed towards the promote the objectives of the Counc il

(u) There shall be paid and credited to the fund the following:

(a) Twenty five percent surcharge on alirice imports;

(b} 1% of profit after tax of corporate organizations invelved in the

rice value chain. o

{c) Fees charged for sé:yices rendered by the Council;

(d) A token farmers levy of N50 per annum in consultation with the

~ Associations represented on the Council: and

(e) Allsums accruing to the Council as gifis, u,stamentary disposmon

_ and endowments or contributions from plulanthrop:c organizations or persons.

7.-(i) The Council _shall by, t}_ie_appro_\fal of thf: Minister, accept gifts
of land, money or other property upon such terms and conditiuns._ ifany, as may
be specified by thé person ororganization making the gi_ﬁ; _

. A ié) The Cmmci | shall not accept any gift if the conditions attached by
the person or ulgamzanon making the gi um be inconsisient w tih the functions
of the: Councnl o ‘ .

8. (1) The Cmmcﬂ shali by the consent of the: Chatrman or in

accordance with any general guidelines as may. be a}pproved by the Counci.

_ borrow by way of loan or overdraft from any source any money required by the

Council for mg.‘etfmg its obl igatinns an‘d discharging_its ft;nctior_gs underthis Act.

So however that where the sumor lhe a“:,reodtc, o! the St mvolved at amy time

_ shall not_exceed one tlnrd of the Councrls mcome urgma the conscm or

. authonty of the counc:l

(11) l‘he Councxl shall sub_;ect fo the pmv:smns of thls Act and the
condltzcns ofany trust created in rgspeu of any pmpc,mf mvest dil orany of jts
funds with :he consent of the (,hatrman or i acuomanc; w:th any general

gutdelmes appmved i:y theC oum.r!

(iii} The Counc:i shail invest any surplus in such securmes as may b..
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approved by the Chairman in Council.

9D The Council shali cause to be p.repa‘red not later than 30th
July in each vear, an estimate of the expenditure and income of the Council
forthe nextsucceeding year which shall be submitted to the Minister;

(i) The Council shall cause to be keep proper accounts and proper

‘records in relation thereto and when certified by the Council such accounts

shall be audited as provided in subsection (iii) of this'secti(m; :

(iii) The accounts of the Council shall be audited not fatér than six
months after the end of the yeaf to which the acco‘untsr fé!ate by Auditors
appointed by the Council from the list and in supplied by the Auditor-
General for thé Federation, © ’ : "

" 10: Theé Council shall, not Tater than 30 June in éach yea: submmit
to the Ministér a report on the activities of the Cﬁuﬁci‘f during the immediate
preceding year and shali include in ‘Sich report a eopy of the audited
accounts of the Council for that y-eé.r-ar-ttf- the Auditor's report thereon.

11.-(1) The Council shall; subject to the provisions of this Act,

make staff regulations relating generalily to the conditions of service of the

staff of the Counciland without prejudice to thé generality-of the foregoing,

such regulations may provide for-

(a) The appointment, promotion. termination, dismissal and

- disciplinary action of the staiT of the Council; and

“{h) 'A;ﬁpe'ais by such Stafi against dismissal or other disciplinary

" “measures, shall comply with the condition of sérvice of the Federation.

{2) Action on Staff as provided under subsection (1) of this section

" shall fof have effect until approved by the Council. and when so approved

the same shall not be publishied in the Federal Gazette but the Council shall
cause them to be brought 1o the notice of affected persons

= 732, Any notice, referred to’in section {2 of this Act and any

* surhmohs; notice ‘or othér docuiitent réquired or authorized to be sefved

-~ gpon‘thie Countil under the provisions of'this Act or any other law may be

Annuzl Estimate
and Accounls

. Arnnual Report

Staff Regulations

Service of
documents
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served by delivering the same to the olfice of the Executive Secretary of the
Council by sending it by reg—istércd_post addressed to the Execuiive Secretary
of the Council,

13. In any action or suil against the Céuncil, no exccution or
attachment or process in the nature thereof shall be. issucd against the Council,
but any sum of money which may, by the Judgment of the court, be awarded
against the Council shal!,-su_bject to any directions given by the Council, be
paid from the general reserved fund of the Council,

14, The Council shall make regulations to guide the canduct of all
Stakeholders in the entire rice value chain.

15. Inthis Act, unless the context otherwise requises-
"Council” means the National Rice Development Council to be established by
section 1 of this Bill;
"Chairman” means the Chairman of the Council; _ _
"Member" means a member (_)‘lfthe Councif and includes the ( hairman;
"Minister” means the Minister charged with responsibility for Agriculture and
Rural Development. | . |

16. ‘This Bill may be cited as the Rice Council Bill, 2019,

SCHEDULE
PROCEEDINGS OF Tur COUNCIL
. Section 2 (2)

| 1.-(i) The Council shall meet for the conduct of ifs business at such
time, place and on such day as the Cba§m1§1n_ may appeint, but shall meet not
less than twice in ayear;

(ii} Atevery meeting of the Council the Chairman shal! preside but if

~ absent, the members present at the meeting shall appoint one of the members 1o

preside at that meeting, .

2. The Council shali have power to regulate its proceedings or those

.. of any of its_cqmmi_ttees and may make standing orders for.that purpose and

. subject to any such standing orders and to paragraph 3 of this Schedule, may
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function nmwithsfanding—

(a) Any vacancy' in its membership or the absence of any
members;

{b) Any defectin the appointment ofamember; or

(¢) Thata personnot entitled to do so took part inits proceedings.

3. The quorum at any meetmg of the Councxl shall be one third of
the members present at the meeting.
| 4. ‘Where standing orders made under paragraph 2 of this Schiedule
provide for the Council 1o co-opt persons w ho are not members of the
Council, but with the requisite education and experience relevant 10 the

entire rice value chain, such persons may attend meetings of the Counciland

advise it on any matter referred to them by the Councilbut shall not count as

partof the quorum and entitled to vole at any meetings of the Council.

Committees

The Council may appoint one o more committees to advise It

on the exercise and performance -of its functiens under this Act and shall
have power toregulate the proceeding of its commitiees.

6.-(i) Any contract or instrument which, if entered into or executed
by a person not being a body corporate-would not be required o beunder
seal, may be entered mto or executed on behalf of the Councsl by any person
generally or specifically author ized in that behalf by the Council:

(ii) Any member D_f the Council or a commitiee thereof, who has a

personal interest in any contract or arrangement entered into or proposed to .

be considered by the Council or the commitiee thereof shall forthwith
disclose his interest to the Councilor the Committee, as the case may be,and
shall not vete onany quesfuon relating to such contract or arrangement.

7.-(1) ’_l"h'e comm@ seal of the Council shall not beused or affixed
to any document éxcept in pursuance of a resolution duly passed ét a
properly constituted meeting of the Council and recorded in the minutes of

the meeting;




i

C 702

Rice Council B, 2019 : . 2018

(i1) The fixing of the seal of the Council shall be authenticated by the
Executive Secretary of the Cduncjl;
(iii) Any document purporti'n'g to be a document duly executed under

the seal of the Council shall be reccived in evidence and shall, unless the

" contrary is proved, be deemed to be so executed.

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

This Bill seeks fo establish the National Rice Development Council of Nigeria-

to provide guidance on the rice research, comprehensive development of the

rice Sector and the Organization of the rice Stakeholders to-enhance the local

production ofrice in Nigeria.



