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A BILL
FOR

AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE RENDERING OF SOCIAL ASSISTANCE TO

BEXPECTANT MOTHERS AND YOUNG PERSONS; TO PROVIDE FOR THE PROCESS
OF SUCH ASSISTANCE AND TO ESTABLISH THE NIGERIAN SocIaL
ASSISTANCE AGENCY TO PROVIDE FOR THE PROSPECTIVE ADMINISTRATION
OF SOCIAL ASSISTANCE IN NIGERIA AND FOR OTHER MATTERS CONNECTED
THEREWITH
Sponsored by Senator Chimaroke Nnamani
£ ]

ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal Republic of

Nigeria as follows-
CLAPTER 1 - INTERPRETATION, APPLICATION AND OBJECTS OF ACT

1. Inthis Act, unless the context indicates otherwise-~
*Apency” means the Nigerian Social Assistance Agency established by
section 16 of this Act;
rapplicant" means a person who applies for social assistance in respect of
himself for herse!for on behalf of another person in terms of this Act;
"beneficiary" means a person who receives social assistance in terms of
sections6, 7, 8,9;
"Board” means the Governing Board established for the Agency under
section 17 of this Act;
" Expected mothers " means pregnant womar;
"Member" means a member of the Board and includes the Chairman,
Managing Director and Executive Directors;
"prescribed" means preseribed by regulation;
“primary care giver” mieans a person older than 16 years, whether or not
related to a child, who takes primary responsibility for meeting the daily

care necds of that child,
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"regulation" means a regulation made in terms of this Act:
"social assistance" means a social grant including social relief of distress;
" young persons” means persons below the age of 18years;

2.-(1) This Actapplies to Nigeria Citizens.

(1) The Agency is responsible for the administration of social
assistance in terms of chapter 3 and in terms of any function delegated to it in
terms of section 29. '

(2) The Agency must offer all reasonable maternal assistance from
concéption to delivery, free early and compulsory primary and secondary
education to children, free school feeding program, free health services

(3) The Agency must, out of moneys appropriated by National
Assembly for this purpose or with funds donated for this purpose, publish and
distribute to beneficiaries and potential beneficiaries, brochures in all official
languages of the country setting out in understandable ianguage the rights,
duties, obligations, procedures and mechanisms contemplated in this Act, as
well as contact details of the Agency or anyone acting on its behalf,

3. The objects of this Act are to-

(a} provide for the administration of social assistancé in accordance
With section2(2);

(b) make | provisioﬁ for social assistance and to determine the
qualification;

() ensure that minimum norms and standards are prescribed for the
delivery of social assistance;

(d) Provide for the establishment of an inspectorate for social
assistance. _ | ‘
CHAPTER 2 - SOCIAL ASSISTANCE

4. The Minister must, with ﬂw concurrence of the Minister of
Finance, out of moneys appropriated by the National Assembly for that
purpose, make available-

(a) Free maternal Care;
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| (b) Free health services;
2 {c)Com pulsory free early, primary and secondary education;
3 (d) Free school feedin £ programn;
4 5. (1) A person is entitled to the appropriate social assistance ifhe Eligibility for
: social assistance
5 or she-
6 (a)iseligible in terms of section6, 7,8, 9:
7 (b} subjectto section 17, isvesident in Nigeria;
8 (c}isa Nigeria~ citizen or isa member of a group or category of
9 persons prescribed by . Minister, with the concurrence of the Minister of
10 Finance, by notice in the Uazelte;
11 (d) complies with any additional requirements or conditions
12 prescribed interms of subsection (2)
13 {e) proof of and measures {o establish or verity identity, gender,
14 age, citizenship, '
15 (2) The Minister may prescribe additional requirements or
16 conditions in respect of-
17 (a) forms, procedures and processes for interventions;
18 {b) measures to prevent fraud and abuse,
19 0. A Mother is, eligible for free maternal care from CONCepLion to  jiye, maternal
20 delivery. ' e
21 7. Amother and child is eligible for free health services be it from health services
22 pubhc or private health providers at the expense of theAgency till the child .
23 attaing 18 years,
24 8. Despiie the provision s of the compulsory free education Act Compulsory free
early primary and
25 2000 a child is eligible fora Compulsory free early, primary and secondary  secondary edueation
26- education,
27 Free school feeding program;
28 9. AChild efigible for a free square meal a day in both carly yearé,
29 primary and secondary school age, 7




C 158

Social Assistance Bill, 2019 2019

Application for
social dgsistance

Appeal

CHAPTER 3 - ADMINISTRATION OF S0OCIAL ASSISTANCE

10.-(1) Any person who wishes to apply for social assistance
contemplated in sections 6 to 9 must do so in the prescribed manner.

(2) In considering an application made in terms of subsection (1), the
Agency may conductan investigation and request additional information.

-(3) (a) If the applicant qualifies for social assistance in terms of this
Act, the Agency must render relevant social assistance;

(b) If the applicant does not qualify for social assistance in terms of
this Act, the Agency must in writing at the applicant's address or other point of
contact stated in the application, inform the applicant-

(i) that he or she does not qualify for social assistance in terms of this
Act;

(ii) the reasons why he or she does not qualify; and

(iii} of his or her right of appeal contemplated in section 18 and of the
mechanism and procedure to invoke that right.

(4) No person may divulge any personal jnformation of an applicant;
furnished in respect of an application except-

(a) to a person who r'equires it in order to perform a function in terms’
ofthis Act;

(b) when required to do so by law or by an order of court; or

(¢) with the consent of the applicant.

(5) If any information supplied by a beneficiary to the Agency in an
application for a grant materially changes after that beneficiary has submitted
that application, he or she must as soon as is reasonably possible after that
change occurs, inform the Agency thereof.

11.-(1) If an applicant disagrees with a decision made by the Agency
in respect of a matter regulated by this Act, that person or a person acting on his
or her behalf may, within 90 days of his or her gaining knowledge of that
decision, lodge a written appeal with the Minister against that decision, setting

out the reasons why the Minister should vary or set aside that decision.
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1 (2) The Minister may, after considering the appeal and the
2 Agency's reasons for the decision-
3 (a) confirm, vary or set aside that decision; or
4 (b) appoint an 111dependent tribunal to consider the appeaI in
3 accordance with such conditions as the Minister may prescribe by notice in
6 the Gazeite, and that tribynal may, after consideration of the matter vary or
7 setaside that decision.
8 12.-(1) A person is guilty of an offence if such person, when  pp

Tepresentations

9 applying for social assisi «nce, furnishes information which he or she knows
10 to be untrue or misleading in a material respect or makes a representation
11 which to his or her knowledge is false, in order that he or she or another
12 . person may-
13 (a) obtain or retain social assistance to Which he or she is not
14 entitled in terms of this Act: or
15 (b} obtain social assistance in excess of that to which he or she is
16 entitled in terms ofthis Act,

17 (2) If any person receives social assistance knoﬁfing that he or she
18 is not entitled thereto, or is not entjtled to the full amount which hie or she is
19 receiving, and he or she fails to inform tﬁeAgency thereof, he or she is guilty
20 of an offence.
21 (3) A beneficiary who knowingly fails to inform the Agency of any
22 material change of information with respect to his or her change of status
23 which renders such a person mehglble 1s guilty of an offence.,
24 13.-( 1) The Agency may, in the performance of its functions, Power of Agency

. L to invesligate

25 Inguire into any matter- -
26 (a) subpoena any Person who can furnish information of material
27 importance concerning the matter under investigation, or who is reasonably
28 assuined to have under his or her control a book, document or thing that may
29 have a bearing on the investigation, to appear within a reasonable period
30 before itand to furnish such information or to produce such book, documént
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or thing, as the case may be;

(b)through its representative administer an oath to that person or
cause that person to make an affirmation ifthat person was or could have been
subpoenaed in terms of paragraph (a) and he or she is present at the enquiry;

(c) through its representative cross-examine any person referred to in
paragraph (b).

(2) A subpoena to appear before the Agency must be in the prescribed
form and must be served on the person by registered mail or in the manner in
which it would have been served had it been a subpoena issued by the clerk ofa
magistrate's court,

(3) The rules with regard to privilege, whichare applicable in the case
of a person who has been subpoenacd to give evidence or to produce a boal,
docﬁment or thing before a court of law, apply in respect of the examination of 2
person and the production of a book document or thing contemplated in
subsection (1).

(GENERAL PROVISIONS

14.-(1) The Minister may in writing-

(a) delegate to the Director-General, the Agency, a staff any power
conferred upon the Minister by this Act, except the power to make regulations;

(b) authorise the Director-General, the agency, a stafl to perform any
duty imposed upon the Minister by this Act.

(2) The Director-General may in writing-

(a) delegate to a staff any officer of the Agency any power delegated
to him in terms of subsection 1(a);

(b) authorise that staff or officer to perform any duty which he or she
has been authorised to perform in terms ofsubsection 1(b}. '

(3) Any personto whom a power has been delegated or who has been
aﬁthorised to perform a duty in terms of subsections (1) or (2), must exercise
that powe;’ or perform that duty subject to the conditions determined by the

person who effected the delegation or granted the authorisation.
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~ (3) The members of the Board referred to in paragrélph, (d} of
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I (4) Any delegation of a power or authorisation to perform a duty

2 undersubsection 1- '

3 {a) does not prevent the person who effected the delegation or

4 granted the. authorisation from exercising that power or performing that duty

5 himselfor herself; ‘

6 (b} may at any time be amended or withdrawn in writing by the

7 person who effected the delegation or granted the authorization.

8 | NIGERIAN SOCIAL SECURITY AGENCY

9 ~18:~(1) The Nigerian "Social Assiétance Agency 15 hereby  Gswblishment

: . : of Agency

10 established.

11 - (2) TheAgency-

12 (a) shall be a body corporate with perpetua] succession and a

13 common scal;

14 ) may sue and be sued in its corporate name.

15 (3) The Agency shall have its head office in ‘Abuja and branch

16 " offices in the 36 states of the Federation and the Fede.;'al Capital Territory

17 -~ Abuja '

i8 16.-(1) There is hercby established for the Agency a Goveming Etablishment of
19 Board (inthis Actreferved to as "the B{-)E!l‘d-"); which shall consist of- Eﬂﬂﬁﬁ?ﬂﬁe
20 {(a)achairman; 7 =
21 (b) 8ix members one each from the six Geo-political zones;

22 {c)a 1‘epr_esehl‘ative ofthe Federal Ministry of Finance;

23 (d)arepresentative of the Federal Ministry of Justice;

24 {(e) the Executive secretary; and -

25 (£ two Executive Directors.

26 (2) The Chairman and other members of the Board shall-

27 (a) be wppomted by the Pres:dent Commander\-m-Chlef Armed

28 I‘mces subjectto the confirmation of the Senate; - '
29 - (b)be persons ofprovcn integrity and abllity.r' _
30
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1 s‘ubsection-(i) ofthis Section sha]l be part-time members.
" {4) The. supplementary provision set out m the schedule to this Act
- shall have et‘fect with respect to the proceedmgs of the Board and the other

i ,j.mattcrs contamed therein. -

17 -(1) Subject to the prov:slons of this Act a member of the Board,

: other than an ex—oﬁ' cio member shail hotd ofﬁce tor a term of 4 years at the

2
3
' onure or;:rﬁe'e 5.
7 ay be reappomted for a further term of 4 years andno more..
8 ' ber ofthe Board otherthan ex-eff' icio members, may resrgn
otrce in wrttm o4 under hrs hand addressed to the Presrdent ' _

:Ief ot‘ the Armed l"orces

o

" @zssation of

o ) an ,mg the prowsnons of sectron 18 of th:s Act
Membership of o
" the Board. - fice as amemberofthe Board ift-

onvicied of a felony or by offence involving dishonéstyor

S _ (d)he rsgmltyofaseno\lsmischMnlnhﬁmmhtsdmhs

21 _ 1 _otbenhmathrsmmst i‘rompmtremghrs -
, 22 " professronmanypm'oftheworldbyunorder ofaempetentmlhontymade n -

23 respectofthatmember,or o

' 24 (t) he' resrgns hrs appomtment by a letter addressed to the Presrdent |

' 25 7Commander~m~Ch1ef of theAmledForces I R

- 26 (2) Where a vacancy occurs in the membershlp of the Board it shal!
277-  be filled by the appmntment ofa successor to hold office for the remainder of
28  the term of oﬂ’ica ot hrs predecessor, 50 however that the. successor shall

29 represent: ‘the same interest ‘and shall. be. appointed by the _Presrdem,

:omes bankrupt suspends payment or compounds wrth hrs T ;

| (e)mtbemofapampusmudofmfcsswnalquahﬁcatwn,he"__ S
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T , Commander—in-Chief of Armed .F,orccs subject to the confirmation of the
2 Senate. - | _
3. 19.. members of the Board shall be paid such remuneratlons and Allowances of
4 . allowances as the Federal Govemment may, from tlme_to tlme, determine vembers
-5 for the chairman and members of; siatutory board generally _
6 - 20. The ob_lects oftheAgency areto- . o : Objects of Agency
7 - (a) act, eventually, as the sole-agent that will ensure the effi clent
8 and effective management. administration and pay‘ment‘of social assistance;
9 " (b)serve as-an agent for the prospectiveé. administration .and
10 payment of sccialassistance;_and o
11 (c) renderservices rel#tingto-such payments.
12 ., 2% (I)TheAgencymust- e - Functidhs of - ..
Agency.
13 (a) administer social assistance- accordance with the provision of .
14 . section 3 of this btll and perfmjm any function delegated to it under that Act;
15 + (b collect, cclla'te, imaintainaﬁdi administer such information as is
16 .. necessary for the payment of sogial security; as well as for the ceritral
17 . . -;-reconciliation ﬁnd'._manage.meng cf-payment Dféfr_ansfe‘r funds, in a natiorial
18 data bas¢ ofall applicants'-fgr-cndpcheﬁciarics-ofsocial assistance;
19 . ' RO establish acamplfa;i_cgaﬁd f_r;él_ud- mechanism to ensure that the
20 integrity of the social assistance system is maintained; and
21 ~ (d) render.any. s'crvi_c'ck_{in _g\ccqlgdance with -an agreement or a
22 provision of any. applicable law as co'nte:nplated-in suhSecticn'(4).
23 (2)1 heA;,encymay- 7
24 (a) with the concurrence of the Minister enter into an agreement
25 with any person to ensure cchctwe payments to beneficiaries, and such an
26 agreement must include-prov_isioué co;\tclﬁplated in subsection (3).
27 (b) do anything neccséaryr for the realisation of the Agc_ﬁcy's
28 objects. | o B
29 (3) The agreem ent'oontémplatcd in subsection (2) (a) must-ihclude
30

provisions to ensure-.
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1 (a) the effective, efficient and economical use of funds designated for
2 paymentto beneficiaries of social security; '
3 (b) the promotion and protection of the human dignity of applicants
4  forandbeneficiaries of social Assistance;
5 {c Ythe protection of confidential informé_tion held by-theAgeney;
6 (d) hotiest, impartial, faif and equitable service delivery;
_ 7 (e) mechamsms 1o regulate community part:c:pation and
ok 5 - gUi -consultanon and” M LT 2o
_ 9 14} financial penalties for ﬁori-comp]i_ance wnh the pro.visions of the -
. }0: : :agreel_i)ent. i |
1 .:_ R PARI lV STArF OF THE Comwssz
angg:léllm\?;t ‘ _ ll2' : 22 (1) There shall be for the Agency, an Executlve secretary and two
Secretary, ete. 13 Executlvo Directors who sha]l- o _
' 14 o (a) h'we such quallﬁcatlon and experlence as are’ appropnate for a
' 15 R person lcqujred to perform funcnons of that ofﬁce under tIns Act; N
]6 ' . (b)be theChlef executwe andaccountmg officerof theAgency, and,
17- o (c) hold oﬁ" ce on such terms and condmons as: to emolument -
18 ) .‘e:odatlons ofserviceas may be speclf" ed is his letterof appomtmem " '
19 . (2) The Mauagmg Dlrector shall, subject to the general direction of
20 .the Board be responsible-
21 (a) forthe day to day admi lmstratlon of the Agency,
' Zé (b) for keepmg the books and proper records of the proceedmgs of the
23 BO'u d; and
24 {c) for-
25 (i) the administration of the Secretariat of the Board; and
26 " (ii) the general direction and comrol of all other emplovees of the
27 chairman.
28 (3) The Board shall have to-
29 {a) employ either directly or on secondment from any civit or ,oublic
30 service, in the Federation or a State such number of employees as inay, in the
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opinion of the Board, be required to assist the Boord in the dlerbon e of oy

oftts funct v pyder thin

{Ity pay to perzons so cmployed sucl remuneration (including

allowances) as the Board may determine.

23.-(1) Service in the Agency shall be approved service for the  Service in the
. - . ’ Apency 10 be
purposes of the Pension Act. : 7 pensionable

@) The officers and other persons employed in the agency shall be_ .

entitled to pens:ons gratuities and nther retlrementtgeneﬁts as arc;%e i 'f

“ by persons hoIdmg equivalent grades as appropl iate.

(3) Nothing in subsccllons ( I) and (2) of thls Sectmn shall prevent

:‘the appmntment ofa pelson to any officé on terms Whrch precludethe grant_;,_

_of pensmn and gratuny in respcct of that ofﬁce

(4) For the purposes uf’ the apphcatmn of thc p: ov:smns of the .

} - Pensmns Act any pnwer exew:sable there under by the Mlmster of other'_ =

: ,'aulhonly of lhe Gow.rnment ofthe F cderatlon other thanthe powerm make

24 ( 1)The Agency shail estabhsh and mamtam a ﬁmd from whxch"'

©it shail deﬁ dy expenses and lhe sources ofthe fund shall-

{a) money a_ppropnated by_ the Natlonal A_ssembly.; :
(b) grants made to the Agency by a designated institution;
“{¢) donations or contributions received by the Agency .with the
approval of thie Minister, subjectto subsecti_dn 3); 8
(@ fees for ser,vi:cés rendered to any designated institution in terms
of a service agreement.
(ﬁ) The Agency must utilize its funds to defray expenses incurred
by itin the performance of its functions,
_ (3) The Agency must utilise the don‘zﬁians- and contributions
referred to in subsection (I) (¢) in accordance with the conditions, if any,

unposcd by the donor or contributor concuned but thoge cond:txons shall

o iaws is. hereby vested in and shall be exerclsable by thc Agency, and not by o

Funds of Ageney '
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1  not be inconsistent with the objects of the Agency as contained in this Ac_t or
2 eevotherlaw. ' _
%x. nddifoe of 28, The Agency shail apply the proceeds of the fund established
B 4 pursuanttosection 14 ofthisActto-
5 (a.) the cost of administration of the Agency;
6 (b) the payment of salaries, fees, remuneration, allowaﬁces, pensions
7 _anc‘t gratuities payable to the me_mbers of the Board specified in section 6 of this
8 - Agtarany Cm__nmittcc_ of th_c_ Board and the employees of the Agency;
9 o (c)the payment for all contracts, including mobilization, ﬂucthations, '
10 variations, legal fees and coston contractadministration; - -
L .(dythe payment forali purchases; and - o _
12 (e) undertaking such other activities as.arg connected with all or any
13, ,,_Df the functions of the Agency underthisAct. .
Gifts to the 14 26, (1) The Agency may accept gifts of land, money or other property
hasne JA5. .on such terms and condmon that may.be specified by the. person or organization
16, ‘:_._makmgtheglft e SR . 2 e _
17 @) The Agency shall not accept any glft 1f the conditions attached by
18 . theperson cr‘:organ‘lzat;oq making the giftare inconsistent with the functions of
19. the Agency underthisAct. . . T
Powertobortow 20 . 27.The Agency may, with thc consent of the Pres1dent Commander-
i 21 inf_(:jhlcf of the Armed Forces, borrow, on such ten_ns and conditions as the
. 22 | Agency may require in the exereise of its functions under this Act.
Annual Estimates 23 28.-(1) The Board shall, not later than 30th September in each year,
and Expenditure
- 24 submittothe Presndent, Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces an estimate
25 oftheexpenditure and income of the Agency during the next succeeding year.
.26 (2) The Board shall cause to be kept proper accounts of the Agency in
27 respect of cach year and proper records in rclati_on',thereto and shall cause the
28  accounts to be audited not later than 6 months afier the end of each yeaf by
29 auditors appointed from the list in accordance with the guidelines supplied by

~ the Auditor-General for the Federation.



aud:tor‘s report thereon to be subnutted to each House of’ the Nat;onal

4 ; _: Assembly

W
o L
" i','any ofﬁce or premnses held by it, whnch ofﬁce or premnses is no longer.
LB
BT

26 _
.'_27“ '
28
20
. .

neceasary for the pcrfonnance of its functnons under this Act the Agency

' 'may, subject tothe land use Act-

(a}purchase or take on ]ease any mterest land or other propeny,
a'lid_"" N N S
(h) construct ofﬁces and premises and equlp and mamtam same.

(2) Thc Agency may, sub_]ect to the land use Act sell or iease out

: requ:red for lhe performance ofits funct:ons under th:sAct

32 Subject to the _provisions of this Act, the Pre‘udent

_ 'Cdmmandcl_ in-Chief ‘of the Armed Forces may give to the Agency

directives of a general nature or relating generaily to matters of policy with

regard to the performance by the Agency of its functions and it shall be the -

duty of thcAgency to comply with the directives, -
33. (1 Sub_]ect to the provisions of this Act, lhe provisions of the

Public Ofﬁccrs .l’rotccllon Act shallapply in relation to any suit instituted

. 3% (]} For the purposes of pmvndmg ofﬁces and premlsesﬂ l
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1 29, The Agency shall, at the end of every quarter in each year, Quarterly Report
- submit to the President Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces a report '
3 - ontheactivities and administration of the Agency.
4 30, The Board shall prepare and submit o the President,  Annvel Report
L3 " Commander-in-Chiel of the Armed Forces, ot Jater than 30th June in each
6 year, a report in such form as the President, Commander-in-Chief of the
7 : Armed Fe orces, may direct on the actwlties of the Agency du;mg__, the
',3- s ',;mmgdtately preceding year, and shall mcludg in the report a copy of'the: -
9 Ry _duditedat:(:btmts ofthe-Agency forthatyeare-mdthe-'auditof‘s reinontherebn '
10 - : ' (2) The Presndent Commander-in-Chief of the Armed. Forces-
: 'l 1 : ;,'shall upon recc:pt of the report referred to in subsecnon Dof this Sectnon
7 cause a—copy— of the report and the audited accounts .of the Agency and the
A3 0

' Office and Prenise .
of the Agency

Cap. 202 LEN

Direclives by ve

_ President
Comnander-in- .
Chiefof the Armed
Forces

Limitation of.
Suits against
Apgency,

Cap. 379 LFN
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1 againslany Officer or employee of the Agency.
Service of 02 33. Anotice, summons or other docnment required or authorised to
Dacuments .
3 be served upon the Agency under the provisions of this Act or any other law or
4 enactmenf may be served by delivering it to the Managing Director or by
5 sending ii by reglstered post .ea-h& addessed 1o the Managing Director at the
6  principalofficeofthe Commission. |
Restriction or. 7 34.(1) In any action or suit against the Agency, no execution or
execution against : ) .
ifggfgy ofthe g - attachment of process against the Agency unless not less than three months'
9  notice of the intention to execute or attachment has been given to the Agency
g;lﬁeéggty of 1(2 .35. A member of the Board, the Managing Director, any officer or
11 employee of the Agency shall be indemnified out of the assets of the Agency
12 against any proceeding, whether civil or criminal, in which judgment is given
13- in this favour or in which he is éc.quitted, if any such proceeding is brought
14  against him in his capacity as a member of the Board, the Managing Director,
15 officers or employee of the Agency.
Regulations 16 36. The Agency may, with the approval of the President, Commander-
17  in-Chief of the Armed Forces, make regulations, generally for the purposes of -
18 giving full effectto this Act.
* Olfences 19 37. Aperson is guilty of an offence ifhe or she-
20 (@) hinﬁers or obstructs the Agency in the performance of his or her
21 functions interms ofthis Act; -
22 | (b) refuses or fails to comply with al requirement or request which the
23 Agency has lawfully set or made in the performance of his or her functions in
24 termsofthis Act; |
25 (c) intentionally furnishes the Agency with false or misleading
26_. information;
27 (d) has been subpoenaed under section 12 and fails or. refuses,
28 ﬁitllqut sufficient cause, to- _ |
29 (i) appear at the time and place specified in the subpoena;
30 (ii) remain in attendance until excused by the person présiding at'the
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1 enquiry from further attendance; or

2 (iif) take an oath or to make an afTirmation as a witness.

3 38. Aperson convicted of an offence in terms of this Act is liable,  penalties
4 ' unless different provision is specifically made, to a fine or imprisonment for
5 aperiodnotexceeding 15 years, orto both a fine and such imprisonmenf.

6 39. This Bill may be cited as the Social Assistance Bill, 2019, Citation
7 SCHEDULE

3 Section 16 (4)
9 SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE BOARD ETC.

10 Proceedings of the Board

1 1.~(1) Subject to this Act and section 27 of the Interpretation Act,
12 the Board may malke standing orders regulating its proceedings or those of
13 any of its Commi{tees.

14 (2) The Board shall meet whenever it is summoned by chairman is
15 required to do so by notice given to him by not less than 4 other members, he
16 shall summon a meeting of the Board to be held within 14 days from the date
i7 onwhich the notice is given.

18 2.~(1) the Board may appoint one or more Committees to carry out,
19 on behalf'ofthe Board such functions as the Board may determine.

20 (2) A Committee appointed under this paragraph shall consist of
21 such number of persons as may be determined by the Board and a person
22 shall hold office on the Committee in accordance with the terms of his
23 appointment.

24 (3) A decision of a Commiitee of the Board shall be of no effect
25 untit it is confirmed by the Board.

26 Miscellaneous

27 3.-(1) The fixing of the seal of the Committee shall be
28 authenticated by the signature of the Chairman and the Secretary to the
29 Board.

30 (2) A document purporting to be a document duly executed under
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the seat of the Commission shall be received in evidence and shall, unless and
until the contrary is proved, be presumed to be so executed

(3) The validity of any proceedings of the Board or of a Cominittee
shallnot be adversely affected by-

(a) avacancy in themembership of the Board or Committee;

(by a defect in the appointment of a member of the Board or
Commitiee; or

(c} reason that a person not entitled to do so took part in the
proceedings of the Board or Committee,

(4) Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law or
enactment, no suit shall lie against any member of the ]?»oard, the Managing
Director or any other officer or employee of the Agency for any act done in
pursuance or execution of this Act or any other law or enactment, or of any
alleged neglect or default in the execution of this Act or such law or enactment,
duty or authority, shall lie or be instituted in any court unless-

(a) it is commenced within three months next after the Act, neglect or
default complained of; or

(b) in the case of a continuation of damage or injury, within six

" months next after the leasing thereof.

(5) Any sum of money which by the judgment of any court has been
awarded against the Agency shall be subject to any direction given by the couut,
where no notice of appeal against the judgment has been given be paid from the
fund ofthe Agency.

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
This Bill seeks to provide for the rendering of social assistance to expectant
mothers and young persons; to provide for the process of such assistance and to
establish the Nigerian Social Assistance Agency to provide for the prospective

administration of social assistance in Nigeria.



