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A BILL
FOR
AN ACT To BESTABLISH THE NATIONAL UNITY CORPS. TO EMPOWER,
DEVELOP AND PROVIDE ALTERNATIVE EMPLOYMENT FOR THE YOUTHS,
To FACILITATE PEACE, VOLUNTEERISM, COMMUNITY SERVICE, NATION-
BUILDING AND FOR QTHER RELATED MATTERS, 2020
Sponsored by Senator Istifanus Gyang _
I

ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal Republic of
Nigeriaas follows: | '

PART | - ESTABLISHMENT, FUNCTIONS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE
NATIONAL UNITY CORPS

1.-(a) There is established a body 1o be known as the National
Unity Corps (in this bill referred to as: Unity Corps)angd shatl bea corporétc
body with perpetual succession with a Common Seal and m-ay sue and be
sued in its corporate name;

(b) The Headquarters of the NATIONAL UNITY CORPS shall be
located in the Federal Capitat Territory (FCT), and shail have offices in all
the States, Local Government aréas and Bducational Instifutions;

(c) Without prejudice to the generality of the provisions relaling 1o
the general duties of the NATIONAL UNITY CORPS su pat in the Act. the
Objectives of the Unity Corps shall be to Train, Bducate and Re-orientate the
Youth of this Nation, particularty Students, on their future leadership roles
in the society, the Art of Nation-Building, as well as 10 become good éiiizens
of the Counfry with due respect for Constituted Authorities, Democratic
Norms and the Rule of Laws, and tore-direct the produgtive energies of the

youths towards the Socio-Economic and Political Advancements of the

Nation,
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2. Functions of NATIONAL UNITY CORPS shall include:

(a) Mediation among warring parties thereabout bringing and
establi‘shihg Peaccful coexistence and stability among peoples and
communities. Empower, develop and provide gainful employment for the
youths to facilitate peace voluntecrisni, community scr\f'iccs, neigbourhood
watch and Nation Building;

{b) Promote éoeiai and Economic Development b):/ involving
Members and Volunteers in the scheme through working with Government,
Schools, Non-Profit Organizations, Non-Governmental Organizations, etc. in
order to pre-occupy the youths;

(¢} Enlist, Provide distinct training and orientation of unemployed
youths of diverse gualifications as permanent siaff and place them in a
reservoir to serve as a spring board for easy accessibility of manpower
whenever the Nation needs their services s foreither permanent employment or
ad-hov staff for National OR International programs such as emiergency relief
service-s. valers ._regisuu;iqn, (_:czlsu:_;; imnizaton saniailen:

| (d} Prevention of Conflict elep[iICrﬂ that may fead to Violence Crisis,
loss live and desiruciion of properties;

(¢) Training the youth to advance the course of Peace-Building and

Conflict transformation through Peace education;

{f} Building the capacity the youths in the arca of critical thinking,
creativity, innovation, entrepreneurship and skill acquisition:

(g) Serves as Orderlies to National Personalitics such as members of

the Executives, Parliament, Judic iary and Traditional Rulers etc,

(h) Engage members as Tourist Assistants to Nigerians and
Foreigners on visit on the Country's Tourist Sites and other Nationa] and State
Monumentsand Herliage;

(i) To empower and pre-occupy the Nigerian Youths through job
creation and provision of alternative employment;

(1) Training Nigerian youths with good virtues, strong passion and
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commitment to the art of patriotism, volunteerism, community services and
Nation-building.;

(k) To train and equip thla youths with knowledge for Peace
Education, Conflict Resolution, Mediation, R,econcilié_!ion and Confidence
Building; ” |

(I} To give distinct orientation and training to the members of the
NATIONA LUNITY CORPS and engage them in the provision of Essential
Services such as; Community Services such as Immunization, Census and
Sanitation Exerciscs, especially in Urban Cities, States and Local
Government Capitals; -

(m) Reactivation, enforeement and implementation of the of the
abandoned "War Ag.::linst Indiscipline” in our institutions and public places
by Providing Refuse Bins, Waste Baskets andrilu'a:;dy waste bags in Public
Buildings, Busesand Schools in order to obliterate littered materials;

~ (n) Assist in planting and nursing of economiic trees and all forms
of environmental conservations: and ‘.

{0) Involve members and vol-unteers of the NATIONAL UNITY
CORPS in crowd control during public functions and in neighborhood
watch in order to curb insecurity within the comniunity;

{p) Monitoring, control and enforcement of street bepging/trading

Laws/Regulation inour instituticns and public places

{) Animal Monitoring, Control and Safety for harmonious and '

Peaceful Coexistence and safety of lives and properties amungNigerians;
) Parti'cipatm_‘y Collaboration/Synergy in Humanitarian Services
and deliveries among destitute and IDPs including the construction and
maintenance of Siwlters'aloanide the appropriate Humanitarian service
delivery agency/organizations; '
- (sj Participatory/Synergy in emergency and rescue services
alongside the appropriate designated agencies/organizations;

(t) Participatory Collaboration/Synergy in the enforcement of
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Environmental Law/Regulations alongside the appropriate and designated
agencies/organizations fora serene and healthy Society;

{u) Provide security for all Fducational Institutions and check afl
forms of examination malpractices and other negative vices such as drugs
abuse/addiction and prostitution, prevalent in Schools and Colleges in order to
create a conducive atmosphere for learning the following means:

(a)Maintain surveillance on students organizing sceret societies;
identify their members, associates, modus operandi and to make such
discoverics known to theapproprigie authorities:

(b)Assist the School Authorities in the maintenance and enforcement
of School Rules and Regulations;

(c) Organisc Holiday camps, for students where they would be
involved in less academic work but more of Gémcs, Creative Work, Martial
Art, Citizenship and Lcade_rs_hi_p Training, as well as other extra-curricular
progranis;

{d) Setup anti-students loitering Squad periodically to check students
loitering within the School premises and in town during school hours, in school
uniform; and

(e} Organize special Conference, Seminars and Workshop in order to
equip the Nigerian youths in Leadership Building Mechanism. soas to prepure
them mentally, mbraliy and physically for their futare leadership roes;

() To check all forms of examination n;aipraciiccs as may be
perﬁetuaied by students, invigilators, reachers, lecturers and olher.educatialnai
staff,

(8) To carry out any other function that may be prescribed by an act of
the National assembly or by any bye- law.

3. Discharge such other functiods that will facilirate the

accomplishment of its objectives.
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PART Il - GOVERNING BOARD COMPOSITION AND POWLERS GOVERNING
BoARD OF THE NATIONAL UNItY CORPS

4. There is established for the management of the NATIONAL
UNITY CORPS a Governing Board (in this Act referred 1o as "the Board™).

5. The Board shall consist of:

(a) A Chairman;

{b}Arepresentative each ofthe following:

{i) Ministry of Interior;

(i) Ministry of Youth Development;

(iii) Ministry of Employment, Labour and Productivity;

(iv) Ministry of Education;

{v) Ministry of Environment;

(vi) Institute of Peace and Conflict Resolution;

(vii) National Orientation Agency,

(viii) National Population Commission;

(ix) Nigerian Tourism Development Corporation;

{x) Nationat Directorate of Employment;

(xi) Ministry of Financc;

(xi1) Ministry of Justice;

(c) The Commandant General to serve as Secretary.

6.-(a) The Chaimman shall be a person having cognate experience
and proven capacity in discharging his responsibilitigs to facilitate the
accomplishment of the NATIONAL UNITY CORPS Objectives:

(b) Amember referred to in Section 3(2)shall not be below the rank
of Director orits equivalent in the force;

(¢) A member referred to in Section 5(2) shall be a person having
cognate experience and proven capacity to discharge his duties.

7.-(a) The Chairman and members of the Board shall be appointed
by the President, Federal Republic of Nigeria on the recommendation of the

Minister.
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(b} Withaut prejudice to the provisiens of this Act the Minisier shal]
perform the functions of the Board where:

(i) The Board has not been constituted;

(i} The Board has been dissolved: and
The provisions of the schedule to this Act shall have effect with respect to the
proceedings of the Board and other matters coniained therein,

8. The Chairman and other members of the Board, other than ex-
officio members:

(a) Shali hoid office for a period of Four (4) Years on such terms and
conditions as contained intheir letiers efappointment; and

(b)'May be re-appeinted for one further period of Four (4) Years and
nemore.

9.-(a) Notwithsianding the provisions of Scction 3 of this AcL a
member may at any time be removed from office by the President of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria ift

(i} He s unabie to discharge the functions of his office whether arising
from infirmity of the bedy ormind;

(i) Heis convicted by a Court of Law of o felony, fraud orany serious
act of misconduct; and

{iit) He without permission of the Board is absent for mare than three
consecutive meetings of the Board without such permission is absent from the
country fora period exceeding one year,

(b} The Chairman or member may resign by a notice addressed
through the Secretary o the Governmeni of the Federation 1o the President and
such notice of resignation shali become effective from the date of acceptance of
the resignation by the President,

10. Amember shall be paid such allowances as may be determined by
the National Wages and Salaries Commission.

11. The Board shall be responsible for:

(a) Providing the gencral policies and guidelines relating to major
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expansion programs of the NATIONALUNITY CORPS;

{b) The supervision of management and general administration of
the NATIONAL UNITY CORPS;

(c) Recruiting regular Members of the NATIONAL UNITY
CORPS;

(d} Organizing basic developmenis apd refresher courses for
members of the NATIONAL UNITY CORPS;

{e) Fixing. with the approval of the Minister the terms and
conditions of service of members and employees of the NATIONAL
UNITY CORPS, including their remuneration; and

(t) Do such other things, which in the opinion of the Board are
necessary to ensurce the efficient performance of the functions of the
NATIONALUNITY CORPS.

PART IH - 5TAFF AND MEMBERSHIP OF Tii UNITY CORPS
COMMANDANT GENERAL OF THR UNITY CORPS

12.-{a} There shall be for the NATIONAL UNITY CORPS a
National Commandant who shall be appointed by the President and
Commander-in-Chiefon the recommendation of the Minister;

{b) The Commandant General shali:

(1) Hold office in the first instance for a period of Five (5) years and
shall be eligible for reappointment for a further peried of Five (3) years and
no more;

(i) Onsuch térms and conditions as may be spectived inhis fetterof
appointment;

(iii) The Commandant General shall be the Chiel’ Executive and
Accounting Officer of the NATIONALUNITY CORPS;

(iv) The Commandant General shall in the performance of his
function be directly responsible to the President and Commander-in-Chief
of the Armed Forces, but shall regularly consult with Minister and the

Board;

Appointment of
National
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(v} The Commandant Geperal shaj! be responsible for the execution
of the policies of the NATIONAL UNJTY "CORPS and its day-to-day
adminis[fm_ion; and -

{¥i} Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Commandant General
shall hold office on such tums and emoelument as may be specified in his fener
ofappointment, gndas méy from time o time, be approved by the President.

13.-{a} The Commandant Geﬁcra! shall recommend for appointment
to the Board such number of Deputy Commandant General, National Corps
Secretary, Assistant Commangant Generals, Commandants and such Gfficers
from Level Eight (8} anc above as jtimay, from time to time, deem necessary for
the purposes of the sffective administration of the NATIONAL UNITY
CORPS;

() The temns and conditions of service (inciuding remunerations,
allowances, benefits and pensions) of regular members and employees of the
NATIONAL UNITY CORPS shalt be determined by the Board using same
criteria as may be applicd to other simitar Agencies with the approval of the
Minister;

{c) The Voluntcers of the NATIONAL UNITY CORPS shall, for any
peried they are on duty for the NATIONAL UNITY CORPS be paid such
aliowanc_f:s and other benefifs as may be approved by the Commandant
General in consultation with the Minister;

{d) The Commandant General, after due couscliations with Uie
Minister shall appoint fer the NATIONAL UNITY CORPS such number of
officers, other ranks and emp-loy,@cs below Level Eight (L8) as it may, from
time to time, deem necessary {or the purposes of the effective administration of
the NATIONAL UNITY CORES.

14. Membersh\ip;’f’e__rsannc! oithe NATIONAL UNITY CORPS shall
consist of:

{(a) Regularmembers and volunteers;

(b}Officers und other Ranks;
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(¢) Members of the Corps shall be Nigerians within the ages of 18-
35 yearsas at the time of enlistment; and

{d) Regular members and other stalf shail be recrydted by the Board
periodically to meet the personne! requirements of the NATIONAL UNITY
CORPS, While that of the volunteers will be handled by the Commandant
General as the need arises. )

15.-(a) The service in the UNITY CORPS shall be approved
service for the purposes of the Pensions Act and, accordingly, regular
members and en sloyess of the NATIONAL UNITY CORPS shall be
entitied to pensionz, graiuities and other revrgment benelits as prescribed
under the Pensions Act;

(b} Notwithstanding the provi_-sion.s of Sub-Section (a) of this
Section, nothing in this Act shall prevent the appoiniment of a person toany
office on such terms, which preciude the grant of pension, gratuity or other
retirement benefit in respect of that office;

(¢} For the purposes of the application of ihe provisions of the
Pensions Act, any powé;‘exercisab‘w by the Minister or other authority of the
Federal Government, other than the power to make regulations under
Section 23 of the Act, is hereby vesied in and shall be exercisable by the
NATIONAL UNITY CORPS and not by any other persoi or authority;

(d) Servige in the NATIONAL UNITY CORPS shall be approved
service for the purpose of the Pensions Reform Act 2004 and, accordingly,
officers and the other persons employed in the NATIONAL UNITY CORPS
shall; be entitles to pensions, gratuities and other henefits as are prescribed
here under; and

(e) For the purpose of the applicatien of the provisions of the
Pension Reform Act, 2004 any power exercisable there under by a Secretary
to the Government of the Federation of other authority of the Government of
the Federation, other than the power to make regulations under Sections 23

thereof is hereby vested in and shall be exercisable by the NATIONAL

Pensions
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PART IV - APPOINTMIENT, PROMOTION, OFFENSES AND Discierivg Or
STAFF APPUGINTMENT AND PROM O TON OF STarr OF Tiy.
NATIONAL UNITY Corps

i6.-(a) The Senior Staff of the Rank of Commandant and above shali
be appointed by rhe President and Commander-in-Chief of (he Armed Forces
upon nomination by the Commandant General and on the recommendation of
the Board;

¢b) Commandant shall be vested with the Board on the
recommendation of the Commandant General:

(c) The post of the Deputy Commandant General shall be a terminal
post on which the holder shall retire from NATIONAL UNJTY COPS as may
be determined by the President, and Commander-in-Chicf of the Armed
Forces;

(d)} The Commandant General shall, in consultation with the Board,
establish such number of offices/units in the Headquarters and recruit officers
todischarge responsmzutws,

fe} I for any reason, the Commandant General is unabie {o perform
his functions and there exist a vacancy in the office of the Commandani
General, the officer who is next in rank o the National Commandant is 10 act
for the period of his inability or vacancy, until a Commandant General is
appointed in accordance with the provisions of this Act and the Offj icer shall,
while so acting have ai} the powers to perform the functions of the
Commandant General.

17.-2) The appointment of Stafl’ of the UNITY CORPS shall he
governed, mutatis muiandis, by the gencral terms and conditions af service g
the Board may, after consuitation with the Federal Cjvil Service Comniission
orrelfated organizations dctcrmine;

(b) The Board may, subject 1o the provisions of this Act, make Stalf

Regulations refating gencrally to.the Conditions of Service of the SiafT of the
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UNITY CORPS; and without prejudice 1o the generality of the foregoing.
Such regulaiions may provide foi

(i) The appointment, promotion, termination, dismissal and
disciptinary controi ofthe Staffof the UNIT Y CORPS:and

(i) Appeals by such Staff against wrongful dismissal or other
disciplinary measures, and until such regulations are made any instrument
relating to the conditions of Service of (fficers in the Clvil Service of the
Federation or related orpanization ‘shall be applicable with such
modifications as :nay be necessary, to the siaﬂ:caf the NATIONAL UNITY
CORPS. .

(¢) The Staff of the NATIGNAL UNITY CORPS shall be public
officers as defined in the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria
1999 (as amended});

(d) Staff Regulations made under Sub-Section 17(b) of this Section
shall not have effect uniil it has been approved by the Board, aund when so
approved, the Board shall cause Lh;::m to be brought to the notice of all
affected persons.

18.-(a) The Commandant General may delegate his powers in
respect of discipline of junior statt to Deputy or Assisiant Commandaint
Generals in the Headquarters and State Command who shall discipline such
staff in their Departments and Commands respectively in accordance with
NATIONAL UNITY CORPS regulations; '

{b) The power of appointment, promeotion and discipline of the
junior staff of the NATIONAL UNITY CORPS is wvested in the
Commandant General; )

{c) Appeal against all decisions coneerning the discipline of such
staffshall be with the senior Staff Disciplinary Committes;

(d) The power to discipling the Senior Staff is vested with the
disciplinary committee hereby established; and

(2) The Senior Staff Disciplinary Committee shail comprise the

Irscipline of
e mradt o iy
Corps
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I following members:
2 (i) A Deputy - Commandant General and Assistant Commandant
3 General(s) with the Deputy Commandant General serving as Chairman. while
4 in the absence of 2 Deputy Comumandant General, the most Senior Assistant
5 Commandant General shall serve as Chairman :
6 (i} The Prm'a}s{'Marshaf;
7 (iii) The Head of Legal Matiers;
8 - (iv)National Corps Secretary
9 (v) Inaddition to function specified in sub-Section [9
10 {e} of this Section, the Senior Staff Disciplinary Committee shaii
H  consider and determine appeals emanating from decisions of the Junior Staff
12 Disciplinary Committee of the NATIONAL UNITY CORPS. The decisions of
13 suchappeals shall be {inal;
14 (vi) Appeal against the decisions of the Senior Staff Disciplinary
15 Committee shall lie with the Board and NATIONAL UNITY CORPS ensure;
I6 (1} Probity and Accountability;
17 {ii) Maintcnance of g system of screening and velting at the
18  recruitment stages and which shalf be a continucus excrcise throughout the
13 carrier of personnel in the NATIONAL UNITY CORPS;
20 (iii) Maintenance ofa policy of continuouys staff assessment,
21 {viil) The Commandant Lieneral shall promulgate and distribute g
22 code of conduet to staff of the NATIONAL UNITY CORPS, the breach of
23 whichshali attract the appropriate penalty stipuiated therein and
24 {ix)Forthe purpose of proper Legal Guidance and accountability, the
25 Heads of the Legal and Audit Unit shall feport directly 1o the Commandane
26 General.
27 PART_ V - ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURES AND ZONAL CommANDs
28 OF THE NATIONAL UNrty Corps
?{;‘l’]’;‘t’l‘]’rse‘;"ﬁ;}’:w 29 19.-(a) The UNITY CORPS Headquarters shall be in the Federa)
National Unity 30 Capital Tervitory and Headed by the Commandant General;

Corps -
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1 {b) There shall be established in Nationa! Headquarters of the

2 NATIONAL UNITY CORPS various Departments each of which shall be

3 Headed by an Officer not below the Rank of a Deputy Commandant

4 General. The Departments ar¢:

3 (i) Administ_ré_ti-on;

6 (ii) Finance and accounts;

7 (iii) Training and Operations;

8 (iv) Inteliigence and Seeurity;

9 (v) Peace Building and Conflicl Reselution;

10 (vi)Monitoring and Evaluation:

il (vii)Personnel, Records and Welfare; and

12 (viii)Logistics and Suppiy.

13 (c)Each of these Depariments shall be established at the various

14 Command Structure of the NATIONAL UNITY CORPS as provided in sub-

15 Sections 2! (a) above and shall bg headed by an officer not bellow the Rank

16 of Assistant Comimandant.

17 20.-(A) The Board shall: Zanes and Zonal
Commands of the

18 (i) divide Nigeria into such number of zones as it may, from time o National Unity

19 time determine for the effective operations of the NA FIONAL UNITY e

20 CORPS; and

24 (i) Estabiish. in each Zont. a Zonal Command, which shail be

22 headed by an officer not below the Rank ol Assistant Commandant General.

23 (b) The Zonal Command shall, subject to the direction and overall

24 command of NATIONAL UNITY CORPS, be responsible for coordinating

25 the activities of the NATIONAL UNITY CORPSin the Zone.

26 21.-(a) The NATIONAL UNITY CORPS shall have a State  Staw Command

27 Command in cach State of the Federation and the I ederal Capital Territory.

28 Abujaand

29 (b} The State Command shall, subject to the directive and overall

30 command of the NATIONAL UNITY CORPS Headquartcrs and Zonal
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Command, be responsibe for carrying out the functions of the NATIONAL
UNITY CORPS in the State and the E’f.;de-ra! Capital Territory, Abuja,

22.-(a) The NATIONAL UNITY CORPS shall have a Command in
each Local Government Area of the Federation and the Federal Capital
Territory, Abuja; and |

(b) The Local 'Govcmmcnt Conunand shall subject 1o the directive

-and overall Command of the NATIONAL UNITY CORPS and State
Cominand, be responsible for carvying oul the functions of the NATIONAL
UNITY CORPS in cach-ofthe Local Govcmmcnt Areas or the Arga Councils
of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja. _

23.-(a) The NATIONAL UNITY CORPS shall establish a Squadron
Command in each Educational Institution in the Federation, which shall be
headed by 2 Squadron Commander, and

(b} The Squadrop Command shall, subject to the direction and overall
Command of the NATIONAL UNITY- CORPS Stale Command, be
responsible for carrying ous the functicns of the NATIONAL UNITY CORPS
in Educational Instizutions. _

PART VI - FINANCIAL PROVISIONS

24, The NATIONAL UNITY CORPS shall establish and maintain a
fund, into which shall be paid:

(a) All subventions and budgeiary allocations from the Federal
Governumnent; |

{b) All sums aceruing to NATIONAL UNITY CORPS from donations
made by Local or International Donor Agencies;

{¢} Statutory Allecations from Federal Government;

() Gifts from the three {3) ters of Government, Ministries/Apencics
and Private Corporations;

{e) Loans, grants and Aid; and

{) Bequests.
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5. The NATIONAL UNITY CORPS may, from time 1o time,

apply the proceeds of the fund established in Section 23 ofthis Act:
(@) To the cost of administration of the NATIONAL UNITY

CORPS; and

(b) To the payment of szé}gries, fees or other remuneration or
allowances, gratuities payable to the officers and other employees of the
NATIONAL UNITY CORPS, sa that no payment of any kind under this
paragraph (except such as may be exprassty authorized)shall be made teany
person who is inreceipt of emoluments from ihe Government;

{c) For the maintenance of any property vested inthe NATIONAL
UNITY CORPS;.

(d) For and in connection, with all or any of its functions under this

Act;
(e) The accounts of the LNITY CORPS ghall be audited by an
external Auditor. '

26.-(a) The NAT!ONAE; UNITY CORPS shali, not later than 30th
September in each year submit to the Minister an estimate of its ex penditure
and income (including payments to the NATIONAL UNITY CORPS Fund)
during the nexi succeading year after approval by the Board: and

{b) The NATIONAL UNITY CORPS shalf keep proper accounts in
relation to those accounts and shall cause its accounts to be audited within
six months after the end of cach year by anditors appointed from the listand
in accordance with the guidelines supplied by the Auditor-General of the
Federation.

37. The Council shall provide and mainiain o tbrary al e
headquarters and State Branch Commands of the Peace Corps comprising
such books and publications as may be provided, for the advancement ofthe
knowledge and skills of members of the NATTONAL UNITY CORPS, for

research purposes, and for other purposes connected with the objects and

. functions of the NATIONAL UN ITY CORPS.

Expenditure of
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28. The NA’!’Z{}N/\L UNITY CORPS shall prepare and submit 1o the
Federa! Executive Council through the Minister after approval by the
Governing Board, not later than six months afler the end of each year, a report
in such form as he may direct on the activities of the NATIONAL UNITY
CORPS during the immediate preceding vear, and shall include in such report a
copy of the audited accounts of the Peace Corps for that year and the auditor's
report on the accounts.

29.-(a) The NATIONAL UNITY CORPS may accept gifts of land,
money or other property on such terms and conditions, if any, as may bhe
specified by the person or okganization making the gifl; and

(b) The NATIONAL UNITY CORPS SHALL not accept any gift i
the conditions attached by the person or organization offering the gift are
inconsistent with the functions or objectives of the NATIONAL UNITY
CORPS,

30.-(a) The NATIONAL UNITY CORPS may, from time to time,
borrow by overdraft or otherwise such sums as it may require for the
performance of its functions under this Act; .

) The NATIONAL UNITY CORPS shall not, without the approval
of the Board, borrow money, which exceeds, at any time, the amount set by the
Board:and

{c) Notwithstanding Sub-Section 30(a) of this Scction, where the sum
to be borrowed is in foreign currency, the NATIONAL UNITY CORPS shall
notborrow the sum witheut the prior approval of the Board.

A The NATIONAL UNITY CORPS may, subject to the provisions
of this Act and the cenditions of any trust created in respect of any property,’
invest all or any of its funds in any securily prescribed by the Trustee
Investments Actin such other scourities as may, [rom time to time. be approved

by the Minister,
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PART VII - LEGAL PROCEEDINGS
32.-(a) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the provisions of the
Public Officers Protection Act shall apply in relation to any suit instituied
againstany officer or employee of the NATIONALUNIT Y CORPS; and
(b) Notwithstanding anything contained in any other cnaciment.
no suit against any member of the Board orthe Commandant General or any

other officer or employee of the NATIONAL UNITY CORPS for any act

done in pursuance or éxecution or inrespect ofany alleged enactment or law, '

or of any public duty or authority or in respect of any alleged neglect or

default in the execution of this Act or any other enactment or law. duty or

authority, shall lic or be instituted in any court unless itis commenced:

(i) Within threg months a‘[j‘terth;;: ac_t,' neglect or default complained
efand/or

(i) In the case of a continyation of damage or injury, within six
months after the teasing thereof. '

(c) No suit shall be commenced against a member of tl;c Boaﬁ or
the Commandant General or any other officer ;,)r gmployee of the
NATIONAL UNITY CORPS before expiration of a periad of one month

after written notice of intention to commence the suit shall have been served

 on NATIONAL UNITY CORPS by the intending plaintiff or his agent;

(d) The notice referred to in Sub-Section {i)(c) of this section shall
clearly and explicitly state:
’ (D) The cause of actioq;
' (ii) The particulars of claim;
(iiii) The name and place of abode of the intending plaintiff; and
(iv) The relief, which the plaintiff claims
33. A notice. summons or other document required or authorized
to be served on the Corps under the provisions of this Act or any other
enactment or law may be served by delivering it to the Comman dant General

or by sendihg it by registered post and addressed to the Commandant

Limitation of
suits against the
Nationa! Unily
Corps- ’

Service ol
o e




C 992

National Unity Corps (Establishment) Bill, 2020 2020

Restriction on
execution against

property of the .

Unity Corps

&

Indemnity of
Officers

Secrecy

= e I - T ¥ R N PSR o ]

—

d ot e e ek e e
ﬁﬁbzaqam-#wm—:c

]
[WF)

25
26
27
28
29
30

General at the Principal Office of the NATIONAL UNITY CORPS.

24.-(a} In any action or suit ag_ains.t the NATIONAL UNITY CORPS,
no execution or attachment of process in the nature thereof shall be issued
agamst the NATIONAL UNITY CORPS unless a notice of not {uq than three
months of the intention to.execute or attach has been given to the NATIONAL
UNITY CORPS; and

(b} Any some of money, which may, by the judgment of any court, be
awarded against the NATIONAL UNITY CORPS shall, subject to any
dire;:tions given by the conrt where notice of appeal against the judgment has
been gi;ren, be paid from the general reserve fund of the NATIONAL UNITY
CORPS, |

35 A fnember_ of the Board or the Commandant General or any
officer or ez-ﬁplayee of the NATIONAL UNITY CORPS shalt be indemnified
out of the assets of the NATIONAL UNITY CORPS against any liability
incutred by him in defending any proceeding, whether civil or criminal. if the
proceeding is brought against him in his capacity as a member, Commandant
General, officeror othér employes of the Peace Corps.

36. A member of the Board or the Commandant General or any other
officerorthe employee ofthe NATIONAL UNITY CORPS shall:

{a) Not, forhis personal gain, make use of any information, which has
cometo his knowledge in the exercise of his powers or is obiained by him inthe
ordinary course of his duty as a member of the Board, as the Commandant
General or officer oremployee of the NATIONAL UNITY CORPS; .

(b) Treat as confidential any information which has come 10 his
knowledge | in the exercise of his powers or is obtained by him in the
perfonﬁance_ ofhis duties under this Act;

(¢) Not to disclose any information referred to under paragraph {b) of
this Sub-Section except wheﬁ required to do so by any court or in such other
circumstances as may be prescribed by the Board, from time to time; and

(d) A person who contravenes the provisions of Sub-Section 37(a) of
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fhis Section commits an offence and is liable on gonviction to a fine of not

fess than One Hundred Thousand Naira (N 100,000) enly or imprisonment
for a term not excecding two {(2) years.

_ 37.—(&) For the purpose of canying out the functions con ferred on
the NATIONAL UNITY CORPS under this Act, the _Cc:mmapdant General
or any other officer or employee of the NATIONAL UNITY CORPS
authorized in that behalf: ' ' .

() Shall have a right of acoess to all the records of any person or
authority affected ‘by this Agt for the specific purpose of discharging his
duties under this Ac.t; and

(ii} May by notice in writing served on any person or premises

" require that person or authority (o furnish information on such matiers as

may be specified by notice.

(b) The person or autherity served with the notice under Section 34
shalt furnish informatien as requiréd ynder Sub- Scctioh 38(a)' of this
Sectionand comply with the notice withina reasonable time.

PART VIII - DIssOLUTION OF TIE EXISTING NATIONAL UNITY AND
PEACE CORPS AND SAVINGS

38.-(a) The body known as the National Unity and Peace Corps (in
this section referred to as the "National Unity and Peace Corps™) existing
before the commencement of this Actis dissolved;

{b} Accordingly, there shall be vested in .ths; NATIONAL UNITY
CORPé immediately at the commencement of this Act and without further
assurance, all assets, funds, resources and other movable or immovable
property which immediately before the commencement of this Act were in
the Dissolved Peaée Corpé;

(c)As [rom the commencement of this Act:

(i) All rights, interest, obligations and liabilities of the Dissolved
Peace Corps. existing immediately before the commencement of this Act

under any contract or instrument, or at law or in equity, shall by virtue of this

Power Lo obtain
information

Dissolution of
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Corps
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Actbe assigned toand vested in NATIONAL UNITY CORPS; _

(1i} Any contract or instrument as mentioned in paragraph C of this
Sub-Section shall have the same force and effect against or in favour of the
NATIONAL UNITY CORPS ang shall be enforceable as fully and efTeclwely
asif, instead of being a party thereto; and

(iij) The NATIONAL UNITY CORPS shall be subject to all
obligations and liabilities o which the Dissolved National Unity and Peace
Corps was éubjected immediately before the commencement of this Act, and
all other ﬁersons shall, as from the commencement of this Act have the same
right, powers and remedies against the NATIONAL UNITY CORPS as they
had against the Dissoived Peace Corps immediately before the commencement
of this Act;

{d) Nom'jll’t_smndin_% or cause of action, pcndix;g ur o oxisting
immediately before the commencement of this Act by or against the Dissolved
Peace Corps in respect of any right, interest, obligations or liabi lity of the
Dissolved Peace Corps may be commenced, continued or en forced by or
against NATIONAL UNITY CORPS as if this Acthas notbeen made;

(e} Notwithstanding’ the provision of this Act, but subject 1o such '
directions as may be issued by Peace Corps a person who immediately before
the commencement of this Act was a volunteer or a regular member of or held
office in the Dissolved Peace Corps shall be deemed to have been iransferred to
NATIONAL UNITY CORPS on terms and condition not less favourabie than
those obtaining immediately before gominencement of this Act, and servies in
the Dissolved Peace Corps shall be deemed 1o be service in Peuce Coms for
purpose of pension; and _

(f) Notwithstanding the provision of this Act or any other existing law
in force, apart from all Regular and Volunteer Members and Officers of the
dissolved Peace Corps, any indjvidual(s), group, association or body absorbed
as amember of the NATIONAL UNITY CORPS either by transfer, enlistment

or by whatsoever legal means shall not as at the time of commencenent ol this
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Act be less than 18 years of age and not above the biological age of 45 years
old;

() That individual(s), group, association, body that have shown or
demonstrated interest to be absorbed as members of the NATIONAL
UNITY CORPS other than the Regular and Volunteer Members of the
hitherto Dissolved Peace Cerps of Nigeria shall be subject to the Mandatory
Statutory four weeks initial training and orientation program upon the
commencement of this Act;

{h) Notwithstanding the provision of paragraph (g) above, the four
weeks initial training and orieniation program of the NATIONAL UNITY
CORPS may be subject o periodic i‘eview from time to time after the
commencement of this Act as the Board may so deem;

(i) Notwithstanding any provision in this Act, an individual who
has served in any capacity in the pi)b!ic serviee at any level (Federal, State,
Local Government) and is entitled to gratuity and pension benefit shall not
be eligible for consideration as a staff of the NATIONAL UNITY CORPS.

PART IX - MISCELLANEOUS

39.-(a) The Minister may give to the NATIONAL UNITY CORPS,
the Board or Commandant General such directives:

(i) of a general nature or refating generally (o matters or poticy with
regards tothe exercise of its functions; and

(ii) With respect to the maintenance and securing of public safety
and order, as he may consider necessary and the NATIONAL UNITY
CORPS, the Board or the Commandant General shall complied with the
directives or cause them to be complied with;

(b) Subject to the provisions of Sub-Section 44(a) of this Section, a
Govemor of a State may give to a State Commandant such directives with
respect to the maintenance and securing of public safety and order in the

State as he may consider necessary and it shall be the duty of the State

Directives by
the Minister




T

C 996

National Unity Corps (Esigblishiment) Bitl, 2020 2020

Regulations of
the Naticnal Unity
Corps

Interpretation

Citation

wh N L [

= =

Commandant to comply with the directives or cause them (o be complied with,
44, The NATIONAL UNITY CORPS or the Board may, with the
approval of the Minister, make sych regulations as in its opinton are necessary
or expedient for giving full effects Lo the provisions of this act and for the due
administrations of is provistons which reguiations shall be laid before the
National Assembly and published in the official gazette.
41. InthisAct;
"The NATIONAL UNITY CORPS* means the NATIONAL UNITY CORPS
established underscction 1 afthis Act:
"Minister” means the Minister charged with responsibility for matiers relating
to Internal Security;
"The Board" Means the Goveming Board of the NATIONAL UNITY CORPS.
"Regular Staff Officers” These are the main core stalf or the Corps on full
remureration;
"NATIONAL UNITY CORPS Volunteers" These are accredited youth within

the age range of 18-2Y%years who are not oo il remaneration but are on
e - -

- monthly stipend to be determined by the Govemning Board. They are to serve as

reservoirs forthe Corps and other security agencics;
"Student Membership" This is open to all Nigertan students studying in
Nigeria institutions and schools on voluntary basis and nen-remunerated.

42. This Bill may be cited as the NATIONAL UNITY CORPS
{Establishment} BHI, 2070.

SCHEDULE
SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS RELATING 1O THE Boarp, Erc
Proceedings

(&) The Board shall, for the purpose of this Act meet 1ol less than 4
times in each year;

{b) The Board shall meet whenever it is summoned by the Chairman
and ifthe Chairman is required to do so by a notice given to him by not less than

five other members, he shall summon a meeting of the Board to be held within
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l4days from the date on which the notice is given; and

(c) Where the Board desires to obtain the advice ol any personona
particutar matter, the Board may co:«apt tim to the Board for such period as it
thinks fit but aperson who is a member by virtug.of this Sub paragraph shall
not be entitled to vote at any meeting of the Board and shall not count
towards a quorum.

Committees.

(a) The Board may appoinl one of more -éommittees o carry oud,
on behalf of the Board, its functions under this Act as the Bouard may
determine;

(b) A Committee appoinied under this paragraph shall consist of
such number of persons (not necessarily members of the Board as may be
determined by the.Board) and a person other thag a member of the Board
shall hold office in the Commiitee in accordance with the terms of his
appointment; and

(¢) A decision of the Committee of the Board shall be of no effect
until it is confirmed by the Board.

Seal

(a) The fixing of the Seal of the NATIONAL UNITY CORPS shall
be authenticated by the signature of the Chairman or any other person
authorized generally or specifically to act for that purpose by the Board and
the Commandant General; -

(b) Any contract or mstrument, which if made or execuled by a
person not being a body corporale, would not be required Lo be under Seal,
may be made or executed on behalf of the Board by the Commandant
General or any person generally or specially authorized 1o act for the
purpose by the Board; and

(¢) Any document purportihg, 1o be a document duly executed
under the Seal of the Board shall be received in evidence and shall, unless

and until the contrary is proved, be presumed, tobe executed.
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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
This Bill seeks to provide a Slatutory existence of the NATIONAL UNITY
CORPS (NUCO), which shail be a body charged with the responsibility 1o

Empower, Develop and Provide Alternative Employment for the Youth, to

Facilitate Peace, Volunteerism, Community Services and for other Related

Matters, 2020.



