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A BILL

FOR
AN ACT TO ESTABLISH THE NiGERIAN OFFICE FOR TRADE NEGOTIATIONS
To COORDINATE, UPDATE AND MANAGE THE TRADE POLICY OF NIGERIA,
LEAD TRADE AND TRADE-RELATED NEGOTIATIONS, IMPLEMENT A RULES-
BASED TRADE REMEDY INFRASTRUCTURE FOR THE SAFEGUARD AND
ADVANCEMENT OF THE MiGERJAN ECONOMY AND FOR RELATED
MATTERS
Sponsored by Senaior Fadabumsi Francis
. Pl

ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal Repubtlic of

Nigeria as follows:
PART 1 - OBIECTIVES, APPLICATION AND SCOPE

I. Theobhjectives ofthis Actincinde, to:

{a) coordingie and lewd Nigeria's trade and trade - sclaicd
negotiations;

(b} ensure that neg‘ tiated trade and trade-related agreemenis
entered into by Nigeria:

{i) connect investments in the Nigerian cconomy to integrated
regional and global supply chains, and

(i} expand market access for Nigerien exporters ol goods and
providers of services;

(c) coordinate, update and manage Nigeria's trade policy;

(d) resolve coordination deficits in Nigeria's trade policy and stop
associated costs 1o economic growth;

(e) identify and eliminale impediments in the implementation of
fhe trade and trade-related policics priorities of Nigeria;

(f) establish and implement a rules-based trade remedy

infrastructure;
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' {g) seek coherence in trade, fiscal, monetary and foreign policies of
Nigeria;

{h) cosrect and reverse the failures from Nigeria's trade policy and
negeiimions;

(1) use trade policy and negotiations to promote economic growth and
provide a modemired and effective platform for the structural transformation.
mdustrialiration and diversification ofthe Nigerian economy;

{i} expand Nigesia;s market access to 'region'al and global markets
through negotiated Free Trade Agreemenis {FTAs):

{&)}re-negotiate N iperia's straieg_ic.n'ade and trade-related agreements
o regions of economic growth and development; '

) modernize Migeria's iﬂfrasifuctgre for wrade poli_cy and
negetiations and associated negotiations o fum:laon as an instrument for
growth and job creation; and ' .

{m) monitor the cconomic and frade beﬂavmr of Nigeria's erdmu
W‘S and report on the g bams and mumal bcnei:ts from Nigeria's trade
ﬁlaﬁ@nséaa;;s, mithe Mgmanﬁmmal Trade i‘ahcy Reports {(NATPGR).

L “This Aei applies 1o all trade, trade- rélated matters and activitics
associated with irade- rejated agreemcnis, M:;moranda of 'Un-dcrsla_nding
{MOUs) conceming:

(&} The Protoco! of the Feonomic Cemmumzy of West A frican States
(ECOWAS),

{b) the Conth 3Lmai Free Trade Ama fcr Alfrica (CF iA) and. trade
negotiations in the CFTA;

{c} irade negotiations In The Commenweaiih in accord'mcc with the
decisions of the Commonwealth Trads Mmasi.fs :

{d)The WBIM'& rade Organization (WTQ)and covered agretments

{e)negotiations for Free Trade Agreements (FTAs);

(Hnegetiations and MOUs for trade and investments;

{g}negotiations foragreements, MOUs, declarations and cooperalion
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1 ' for trade and investments; and

2 (h) such other trade and trade-related activities in amy tacation as
3 Nigeria may be involved, from time totime.

4 3.-(1) This Act shali apply to the negotiations for: Scope
3 ' (a) trade in goods including tariffs and pon-tarift barriers;

6 (b) trade in services including Digital-1.ed Swategies for Growth;

7 (c) trade in Inteltectual Property Rights (1PRs),

8 (d)trade and investment policies;:

9 {e)trade and competition policies;

10 (f) Trade Policy Reviews { {PRs):

11 (2) negotiate, schedule and az.pgfate Nigeria's tari{f concessions in
12 conjunction with the Tariff Technical Committes (T TCL

13 © (h) the seitlernent of trade disputes such as the ECOWAS, CFTA
14 and WTO trade disputes in laison with the Gifice ofthe Attorme ~CGeneratof
15 the Federation; and

16 (i) such other trade-related arcas and investment ir which Nigeria
17 may wish to be involved from time W lime.

18 (2) In the conduct of negotiations referred 1o in subsection {1} of
19 this section, the NOTN shall:

20 (a) obtain specific mancate fromt the President o the
24 recommendation of the Economic Management Team:

22 (b} receive and consider the inputs from the Industrial Policy and
23 Competitiveness Advisory Couneil's Sub-Committec en Trade and Market
24 Access;

25 (¢) receive and consider inputs from any other technical comminee
26 on specific trade negotiations as may be establishod from tine is Hme by the
27 Governmerit;

28 (d) receive and consider inpuis, in an advisory capacity, fFom
29 Enlarged National Focal Point for Trade (ENFP)

30 (e) receive and consider inputs from any other stakeholder, in an
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advisory capacity, whose -irnterest. may.be affected by the outcome of such
negotiations; and

(i} Tiaisc, coliaborate and work with the Office of the Attorney
General of the Federation and any other refevant MDA to achieve favourable
negotiated terms {or Migeria. 7

PART Il - ESTABLISUMENT, FUNCTIONS AND POWERS OF THE: NIGERIAN
OFFICE FOR TRADE NEGOTIATIONS

4.-(1} There is csmblished a body known as the Nigerian Office for
‘Trade Negotiations (in thisActreferred to as "the NOTN ").

{23TheNOTN: .

{a) shall be a bedy corporate with perpefual sticeession and a common
seal; _ o

{b}may sueand be su.éfi in ifs corporate name: 7

: {c) may acqurrc hold or {iisspose of preperty whether movcabie or
immovabic anci |

{ d) may mv’z‘ 2io centracts and incur obhgatlons

(1) nab N{:» m.sha;z _ ' ,

{a) be tie trade mgotlatmg body for Nloena and underiake; manave
and coordinate a’i ’\uhs.a ia's external trade and frade related negotintions,

{b} negenatﬂ the mtecratmn of the Nigerian economy inte reglonal
and global valuechains soas to expang job epportunmes

{3 d;ssemiﬂaie 1¢ local mattufacturers and exporters information on
market sccess creaicdﬂmugh trade negotiations:

{d) underizke regular consu!tauon with all relevant stakeholdcrs |

including l-ede*ai Gﬂxcmmev{ Mxmblrns Departmcnls and Agtncns

(MDAs), prnats. 5{’:{2 wr and cmi society on Nigeria's exlunal uadc.

‘negotiations, ¢ 122‘1{5 ar\d cbligations;

(<) conduct or commission research for the purpose of mrmu!atmu

'neuai‘a{:;‘g poszimzzs and strategies;

H ) rec 1:;_;"-1*@

propriate measures and policids hecos

sy for the
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effective implementation of trade agreements entered into by Nigeria;

(2) administer irade remedies for the purpose of protecting

Nigerian economy from unfair trade practices, unfair import competition

and injurious dumping;

(h) produce annual frade and associated policy reports on the étatus
of Nigeria's extemal trade engagements and performance;

(i) establish and maintain trade databases as may be required for ils
activities; o 7

" (j) undertake and pubfish studics and information for the use of the

public on trade, trade-related and investment issues;

(k) prépare and update. periadicatty, Nigeria's trade policy;

D lead the wnsuhatwﬁs on the m{lhﬁcauon and impairment of

beneﬁis

and mferm al trade dispute settlerna 1t mechanisms, in consultation with the

Federa] Mamstry of Justue

economic intelligence for the rg_n;s‘wth,of the

nge an economy,and

(n) such other functiaps as may bc canstdered necessary for the

attammenmf its ob;ectwes under thIS Act,

6. In carrymc out 1{5 fumuons under thisAct, the NOTN shall have

S

powers to:

(a) negotiate ‘ii’&d&. dvrea,ments fer Nigeria in accerdance with the

' _spec:1ﬁc mandate as pmwded uﬁder section 3{2){ayof thlsAc{

(b) collaberat_e wxfh reicmm WIDAs In Lamjmb oui ils iunu.ons
under thisAct ' ‘. '

(c) sub_ject te &he Land U:»e Act, acquire, purchase or lease, any
ianded pmperty required forits o;,&ratlmas

(d) retain the services of consultants and advisers as it may deem fit

forthe purpose of carrying out its functions under this Act;

(e} haxse thh relevant eswbhshmeﬁ%tgf. wﬁ’hm and omsxcle Nigena 7

pursuam to Ntaena §) naciu and Ifaﬁvmmted Agreements in formal ’

" Powers
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in pursuance of its fuxlgtéons underthis Act;

(D) receive pifis by way of grants or testamentary dispositions,
provided that such gifts are not ineonsis_tem with the functions of the NOTN;

{£) exercisé disciplinary control, including dismissal, over -its
employees; - . ' .

(h) provide training for its staff and assist with the capacity building of
trade refated MDAs; and

(1) carry out such other activities as are necessary and expedient for
the performance of its functions under thisAct.

PaRT HI - ESTABLISHMENT ANb FUNCTIONS OF THE ADVISORY
Councit. OF THE NoTN

7.-(1} Therz is established for the NOTN an Advisory Council{in this
Actreferred toas "the Com{ciZ").
' : (Z) The Council shall consist ot

(@) 2 Chairman who shall be a person with requisite cognate
knowledge and praciical experience in matiers refating to trade and investment
and international economic relations to be appointed by the President;

{b} Nigeria's Chiel irade Negotiator and Director General ol NO' TN

{c) one representative from each of the following Federal Ministries
and institutions who, being their siai¥. shall ot be below the directorate cadre:

{1} Industry, Frude and investment,

o~

i} Forcign A ffairs,

{iii) Finance,

(iv} Fustice;

{v} Budget and National Plann ing,

{vi) Nigeria Customs Service {(NCS),

{vii) Nigeria Immigration Service (NIS),

{viii) Nigeria investment Promotion Commission (NIPC), and
(ix) Natibaal Bureau of Statistics;

{d)ene representative from each ofthe foilowing organizations:
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(i) the Nigerian Association of Chambers of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and Agriculture,

(if) the Manufacturers’ Association of Nigeria,

(iii) Nigerian Coalition of Services Indusury,

(iv) Nigerian Economic Summit Group,

(v) Nationa Assécia_tim of Smali and Medium Scale Enterprises,
and '

(vi) National Association of Nigerian Traders.

(e)a pérsgn not employed in the public sewi#e and who shall have
at least 15 years practical experie-nc'e in the ficld of trade, industry, and
investment or such oiher reiai:cd i éids to be appointedr by Mr. President on
the recommendatlon ofthe M;mster _ .

(4)The members of the Caur;czl other than the ex-officio members
shailbe— ‘

- (a) aﬁﬁeinte& by the Fr&éd&m on the recommendation of the

Minister; and .

(b). personis of pi i
dismplmes relevant to the nbjectw es of the NOTN, provided that in respec{
of appomtments mada purs_uam fo siibsection () (D 1o {vi), the Mxr_uster
shall make his reconnneﬁdétions-i"'fom the nominations received from the
appropriate asspciations. - |

(5) ‘The suppierﬁenta'fy ;%1'wisions set out in the First Schedule to
this Act shall hdve cﬂ'ecl with tespc,ct to the proceedings of the Council and
other maters contamed thers,m &

: 8.—(1) Members of the Couneil:
{a) oﬁ.{cr tﬁan -the Chle{ ‘Tracde Negotiator and Director General

shalihold officeon part-t-ifm basis; and

{b) who are not ex-officio members shal! hold affice for a term of

four years in the first instance and may be eligible for re-appointment on

sat:sfactory pufonnancc for an(}‘hc"?e{“l of four years and no more.

tegrity with cognate experience In -

Tenure of Oltice
of the Advisury
Council
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(2) Subject to any other provisions of this Act, a member of the

Council shal ho]d office on the terms and conditions specified in his letter of

appointment.
3) Natwithst_andﬁ;zg the provisions of sub-section (1) of this section,

the Chairman or any member of the Councii may at any time be removed from

ofﬁ,ce' by the President for inability to discharge the functions of his office,

whether arising from infirmity of mind or body or any other cause or
misconduct,

9. The Chairman and members of the Council shall be paid such
enﬂoiumenis, allowances cnd benefits as the Federal Govemment may from
timeto time approve,

i, A péz‘.s,on shail cease to hold office as a member of the Council
where:

{a)the term of office expires;

(o) the pa:rséﬂ resigns from office by a notice in w'riting hand
addressed to the President: _

(c} in case of an ex officio member, such person ceasesto hotd the
office on the basis of which such person became a member or is withdrawa by
the association that nominated such person;

{d) such person is removed from office; or

{e) the person dies,

11, Apesson shall be removed as a member ofthe Counci where:

{a) he becomes bankrupt;

{b} he is convicted ofa felony or any offence involvin g dishonesty or
fraud;

{c) he b_ecomes of unsound mind or is incapable of carrying out his
dutiés; '

{d)he is guilty of a serious misconduct in relation to his duties;

{e) he possesses professional quéliﬁcation and he is disqualified or

suspended from pragticing his profession in Nigeria by an orderofa competent
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1 authority; or - |

2 (f) the President is satisficd that it is not in the interest of the NOTN

3 or of the public forthe person to continue in office,

4 12.-(1) Where 2 vacancy cccurs in the Council pursuant o the  pinng o
vagaacies

5 provisions of section 10 or 1% or any other provision of this Act, the

6 President shall appointa p'ersonm fill the vacancy.

7 {2) A person appointed to fill a vacangy pursuant to subsection (1)

8 of this section to replace a member who is nod an ex-officio member, shall

9 hold office for the unexpired term of oifice of his predecesser whose exit

10 created the vacancy, 7

It- {3) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (2) of this

i2 section, a member filline a vacancy created by the exit of a member of a

13 body, group, association or organization shall:

i4 ~ (a) hold office for the unc;"p}red term ot office of his predecessor in

15 office;

16 {b) ‘be nominated by the same body, group, assoclation or

17 organization as his predecessor where his predecessor has not completed his

ig term of office; and

19 {c) shall represent the same interest in the Councii as that of his

20 predecessor.

21 13.-(1) The Council shall have sowers o Powcts and
functions of the

2z (a) approve rules and repulations relating to the appointment,  Counctt

23 promotion and disciplinary measures of stafTof the NOTN;

24 {b) fix the remunegration, allowanees and benefits of staff of the

25 NOTN subject to the approval of the National Salaries, Incomes and Wages

26 Commisston; and

27 (c) regulate its pro&eeéi:lgs and make standing orders with respect

28 to its meetings, notices to be given, the keeping of minutes of its proceedings

29 and such other matters as the Counciimey, [rom time o time, determine.

30 ' (2) The Council shall:
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' (a) formuiate and provide. policy guidelines and support for
developing aroadmap for discharging the functions of the NG TN;

(b) provide oversight functions on the affairs of the NOTN and ensure
the implementation of pelicies and programs 0 the NOTN;

(¢} review and approve the strategie plan of the NOTN relevant to the
attainment of the nbjec_ﬁveé including capacity building and research in arcas
connected with trade and investrient; -

{d) encm{rage and supeﬁ/isc the strategic repositioning of the
Nigeria's trade and investmeant sector to enable i1 respond to fis exiging vade
imbalanice and emerging global trends in trade and investmend;

' {e) advise the NOTN with regard to financial, operationa! and
administrative matters: ‘

{f) establish cominitiees, as may be expedient, which shall be charged
with spécitic funetions;

(gj encourage and promoie activities relating o the !'Lm.c_tiuus of e
NOTN; and |

(h) camry out such {Jthér functions as may be expedignt for thé
attainment of the objectives of NOTNunder this Act.

PART IV - STRUCTURE OF THE NIGERIAN OFIICE FOR TRADE
' NEGOTIATIONS

14.-(1) The NOTN shall:

(a) have its Corpérate §fﬁce situate at Abuja, the Federal Capital
Territory; and -

(b} Iead Nigeria's trade negotiations and be responsible for the
conduct and management of Nigeria's irade policy;

{2V The epenaiviud struclure of the NOTN shall compriae;

{a) office ofthe Chief Trade Negotiator and Ijirector General;and

{b} such other offizes, departments, units and sections as may be

required for the proper performance of the functions of the NOTN,
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PART V - MANAGEMENT AND STAFF OF THE NIGERIAN OFFICE FOR
P
RABE NEGOTIATIONS

15.-(1)There shall be appointed for the NOIN by the Presidenton  Appoinunem of

the Ch_ici'!rudc

the recommendation of the Minister, a Chicf Trade Negotiator for Nigeria, ~ Yegetawr for

. : = ) igeria and

who shall h - Bareclor-General

(a)the Director General ofthe NOTN;

(b) a person with experiise in trade, investment and associated
negotiations, at global, multilaterat and regional levels;

(c) a person with not fess than {3 years of practical experience in
trade and investment matters; and _

(d) the lead representative of Migeria in all trade and trade related
negotiations as may be mandated by the Presiden

(2) The Chief Trade Megotiator for Nigeria shall, on appointment.

be designated concurrently as s Ambassador of the Federal Republic of

. Nigeria.

(3)The Chief Trade Negotiator for Nigeria and .I}irectar Genera!l
shall be:

{(a) the Chief Exceutive and A.:ccount}ng Officer of the NOTHN and
shall be responsibie for the day o day administration ofthe NOTN: and

(b) subject te the supervision of the Counciland the Minister.

(4) The Chief Trade Negotiator for Nigeria and Director General
shall hold office:

(a} for an initial term ol four years and may be re-appointed for a
further term of four vears and no more; and

{b) on such icrms and conditions as may be derermined by the

President on the recommendation of the Minister

16.-(1) There shall be appointed by the Council for the NOTN. 2 appoinuncnt of
— - Secretary and
Secretary who shall: Legal Adviser o
the NOTN

(a) be a legal practitiongr with not less than 10 years post cali

experience; and
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(b} possess relevant cognate experience In trade and investment
maiters.

(2) The Secrctary appointed under this section shall alsb act as the
secretary to the Council but shaif notbe a member of the Council.

(3} The Secretary shail keep the corporate records of the NOTN and
perform such other functions and duties as the Chief Trade Negotiator and
Director General may, fmn; timetotime, direct.

17.-(1} The NOTN may, subject to the approval of the Council,
appoint directly or request for the deployment from the Public Scrvicc of the
Federation, such othersiaffas it may deem necessary:

(a)for lthe effigient performance of the functions of the NO'IN: and

{(b)onsuch ‘L.enns and conditions as may be determined by the Council
after consultation with the National Salaries, tncomes and Wages Comuniissivn,

(2) The provisions set out in the Second Schedule to this Act shall

~ apply _td'staf_f regulations, removal and discipl_inary measures of staft of the

NOTN.

18. The salaries, allowances and benefits of the staff of thie NOTN
shall be in accordance with the conditions of service of the NOTN as may be
approved by the Council in constltation with the National Salaries, Inconies
and Wages Commissicn. '

19.-(1) The NO'FN shall in consideration of the specialized nature of
its functions, develop and implement appropriate staff condition of service for
its staff with regard 1 the issues of remuneration, pension scheme and other
fringe service benefiis, suiliciont for the NOFN 1 attract and FCLEN iy i
high caliber manpower.

{(2) Bervices inthe NOTN shall be approved service for the purpose of
the Pensions Reform Act and accordin aly staff shall in respect of their services
be entitled to pensions and sther retirement benefitsasare prescribed therein.

(3) Notwithstanding subsection (2} of this section, nothing in this Aci

shall prevent the appointment of a person 1o any eflice on wwrms which
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precludes the grantofa pension or other retirement benelits.

{4) For the purpose of the application of the Pensions Reform Actia
power exercisable therein by the Minister or ather authority of the
Government of the Federation, other than the power to make Regulations is
vested and shall be exercisable by the Council.

(5) Nothing in the foregoing provisioﬁ shall preclude the NOTN
from appointing persons (o serve in the NOTHN on a contract basis, prov ided
that the terms and conditions of service of such appointee (including
remuneration, allowances and beacfits) are appmvéd by the Council in

~ accordance withex isting laws and the Public Service Rules.
 parT VI - FINANCIAL PROVISIONS

20.-(1) The NOTN shall esiabhsh and mamtam a fund {in this Act
referred to as "the Fund") into which shall be peud

_ (a) such money as may be appropriaied to it by the Nanonai
Assembly,

(b) the initial take-off Lrant as may be provided by the lcderal
Government;

(c) fees charged for services rendered by NOTR;

(d) any special granis from the Federal or State or Local
Government; and |

(¢) gifts, grants-in-aid and income from investments

1. The NOTN shalt appiy the procegds of the fund established
pursuantto section 20 of fihis Actto:

(a}meetthe cost of day-to- day admmistratmn ofthe NOTN;

(b) meet the cost of travelling, hosting and participation in

- pegotiations; |

(¢) provide training for the staff of ti’;e NOTN;

(d) pa&’ salﬁrics, wages, fees, aliowan;:e‘s, retirement benefils
including pensions and any other remuneration payable to the members of

the staffofthe NOTN;

Fund of the
e

Expenditure ol
{he Oflice
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(e) pay the seating allowances and out of pocket expenses to the
Council members in connection with their funcnons underthis Act;

(e) pay the fees and out of pocket expenditures of consultants and
such persons appointed into any comunittee as the Council may set up from
time to time; -

(f) publieize and promote the activities of the NOTN:

() meet the investment needs of the NOTN and the profit generated

-shali be paid to the Federal Government;

(h) purchase or acquire property and make other approved capital
expenditure and to mainiain any property acquired or purchased;

(1) undertake any other activity in connection with all or any of s
functions under this Act.

22.-(1) The NOTN shall not later than 3 st October in each {inancial
year or any such time as may be required under the Financial Reguiations of
Nigeria, prepare and submit to the National Assembly, through the Minister. an
estimate of its income and expenditure forthe next fi nancial year.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of subscction {1) of this section.
the NOTN may also, in any financial year, submit supplementary or adjusted
statements of estimared income and expenditure through the Minister to the
National Assembly.

23.-(1) The NGTN may, subject o the approval of the & Ministry of
Finance Incorporated(MOFY) and the Financial Regulafions of Nigeria, Invest
any swplus funds in profit -yielding ventures,

{2) The Council may subject 1o subsection (1) of this section, issue 1o
the NOTN, diréc{ives as may be deemed hecessary as to the disposal of any
such funds.

24. Incomes derived by the NOTN from the sources specified under
section 23 of'this Act shall be exempted from imcome lax.

25, The NOTN shall:

(@) keep proper accousits and records of its receipts, payments, assets
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and liabilities and prepare in respect of each financial year a statement of
accounts in such forms as may be directed by the Auditor- General for the
Federation; and

{b) cause its accounis {0 be audited within six months from the end
of each financial year by auditors whose appointment shall be appmved by
the Council provided that such audijtors are on the list of auditors approved
from time to time by the Audiznr-ﬁeneral forthe Federation.

26. The NOTN shali, not later than six months after the expiration
of each ﬁn_anciai year, prepate and submit to the Minister through the
Council an annual report on its activ itics and operations during the previous
year and shall incli{de in such report, a copy of its audited accounts and the
auditor's report i’o;the year.

27, The NOTN may aceept gifis of land, money or other property
upon such terms and conditions, if any, as may be specified by the donor of

the gift, prévide_:d that the terms and conditions are 1ot contrary to the

objectivesand functions of the NOTN.

28. Agift intended by the donor of the gifi to the NOTN shall be
madé directly to the MOTN which shall atitize the gift for its ebjects under
this Act subjecttoany expressed wishes ofthe danor.

29. The financial year of the NO’IN shall commence from st
January of each year andendon31st December ofthe same year.,

PART ViI LEGAL ACTIONS Aumz\& Tin NIGERIAN OFFICE FOR
TRADE NEGOTIATION
. 30 (1) Subject to the pmwsm*s of thxs Act, the provisions of the
Public Oﬂicers Protection Act shail apply in relation to any suit instituted
against any officer or staff of the NOTN.

(2) Notwithstanding anything ‘contained in awy other enaciment or
law, nio suit shall lic or be instituted in any court against any member of the
Council, the Chief Trade Negotiator for Migeria and Director-General, the

Secretary or any other offiger or staff of the NOTN for any act done in
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pursuance or-execution of this Act or any epactment or law, public duty or

-authority in respect of any alleged neglect, duty or authority or be instituted in

any court unless it is commenced: :

{a) within three months nex;t after the act, neglect or defaulr
complained of] or

(b} in the case of continuation of damage or injury, within six months
nextafter the cessation therzof,

{3) No suit shai be commenced against any member of the Council.
the Chief Trade Negotiator for Nigeria and Director General, Secretary, any
officer orstaff ofthe NQTN hefore the cxpiration of 4 period ol one month afier
written notice of the inicntion 1o commence the suit sha!! have been served (;n
the NOTN by the intending plaintiff or hisagent.

{4) The notice referred to in subsection (3) of this section shall clear ly
and explicitly state the;

{aycause of action;

(b} parficulars ofthe claim;

(cname and place ofabode of the mlendng laintifT: and
(d) reliefsought.

31. Aaotice, summons or other documents required or authorized 10
be served on the NOTN under the provisions of this Act or any other law or
craciment, may be served by delivering it 1o the NOTN by registered post
addressed to the Clief Tade Negotiator for Nigeria and Director General of the
NOTN atthe principal office ofti he NOTHN,

32, Amember ei’the Ceuncil, the Chief Trade Negotiator for Nigeria
and Director General, Secretary, officer er staff of the NOTN shall be
indemnified out ofthe assets ofthe NOTN againstany lability incurred by him
in defending any proceedines. whether civil or criminal. where the proéeeding

is brought against him in his capacity as member of the Council, the Chief

- Trade Negaotiator ﬁ)r Nigeria angd Director General, Secretary, officer or stail of

the NOTN.
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PART VI - THE DEPOSITORY OF NIGERIA'S TRADE AGREEMENTS

33.-(1) The Federal Ministry of Justice shall be the depository of all
trade and investment agreentcnis entercd into by Nigeria and accordingly:

(a) establish and marage a comprehensive database in shared
portals which shall have a read-only accessibility by MINAs of the Federal
Government;

(b} the Attorney- General of the Federation and Minister of Justice
shall be responsible for safe custody and produetion of any agreement or a
copy; and
(c) a copy of any trade or mvesiment agreement under this Act shall be
authenticated by the Attorney General of the Federation.

PART IX - MISCHLLANEOUS

34.-(1) The Ministey may. from time to time, give general policy
guidelines to the NOTMN.

(2) Notwithstanding the pruvisions of subseetion 1) of this
section, the Minister may give o the NOTN directives of a gencral or
specific mature relating generatly 1o a particular maller or case. as the case
may be.

(3) The NOTN shatl comply withany nolicy guidelines or direetive
given 10 it by the Minister pursuant to subsection { 1) or (2) of this seetion or
cause them to be complizd swith,

35.-(13 The NOTN may, with the approval of the Minister, make
Regulations as it deems expadient for the purpose of giving full elfect o the
provisions of this Act.

(2) The contravention of any regulation issued pursuahi to any of
the provisions of this Act shali constituie an offence and shall be punishable
as prescribed' inthe particularregulation.

36.-(1) Without prejudice to the provisions of the interpretation

Act, nothing in this Act shall invalidate or otherwise prejudicially aflect
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anything done or purperted to be done by NOTN before the commgncement of

thisAct. ‘

(2} As from the commencement of this Act all assets, rights, liabilitics
and obligations of the NOTN shall continue to vest in the NOTN established
under this Act,

(3} Notwithstanding the provisions of this Act and subject to such
directions as may be issucd by the NOTN, any person who was staff of the
NOTN which was established by executive directive shall continue to be staff
of the NOTN established underthis Act.

37, Inthis Act:

"chairman” means the Chairman efthe-Counci,!_:

“Council” means the Advisory Council of the Office established by section 2
{DofthisAct;

“member” means any member of the Advisory Council and includes the
chairperson;

"Minister” means the Minister In charge ol Industry, trade and investment;
"NOTN" s_néans the Nigerian Office of Trade Negotiations established under
section 1 of thisAct; and

"President" means the President of the Federal Repubtic of Nigeria;

"Tariff fechnical Committze”,

38 This Bill may be cited as the Nigerian Office of Trade

Negotiations Bill, 2020.
SCHEDULE
[Sedi(m 73]
Froceedings of the Advisory Council

L. ~(1) Subiect to this Act and section 37 of the nterpretation Act. the
Council may make standing orders rﬁgufatiﬁg its proceedings or those ol any of
its conmmiitegs.

(2) The quorurm of the Council shail be the Chairman o person
presiding at the meeting and five ether mentbers of the Council and the quorum

%
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of any committee of the Council shall be as determined by the Council.

(3) The Council shall meet not more thar four times in cach year
and subject thereto, the Council shali meet whenever it is summoned by the
Chairman or where the Chairman is required to do so by notice given to him
by not less than four other members, he shell summon a meeting of the
Council to be held within twenty—eigh_t days from the date the notice was
given.

(4) The particulars of the business to be transacted at any meeting
shall be circulated to the members with the notice of the meeting of the
Council.

{5) Atany meeting of the Council, the Chairman shall preside but if
he is absent, the members preseiit at the meeting shail appoint one of their
members to preside atthe meeting.

(6) Every question put before the Council at a meeting shall be
decided by a majority of votes of the members present wnd voting.

{7) Where the Council desires to obtain the advice of any person on
a particular matter. the Council may co-opt such persen for such periodas it
deems fit, but a person who s in atiendance by virtue of this sub-paragraph
shall not be eatitled 1o vote at any meeting of the Council and shall not count
towards a quorum.

(8) Subject to the provisions of this Ac, the Council may make
Standing Orders with respect to the holdlng of its meetings. e nature of
notice to be gi\'en, the procecdings thereat, the keeping of minwes of such
proceedings and the custody and production for inspection of such minutes,

Committtees

2.-{1) The Council may gppo%nt GRS OF MOrs COmier 10 cam
out, on behalfofthe Cmmcil,.such fanctions as the Council may determine.

{2} A committee appointed under this paragraph shall consist of
such number of persons (not necessarily members of the Council) as may be

deterthined by the Council and a person other thana momber ofthe Council,
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shall hold office on the committee in accordance with the terms of his
appointment.

(3)Adecision of a commitiee shall be ol no effectuntil nis conlinned
by the Council.

Miscelianeous

3.1} The validity of any proceedings of the Councilor of a
committee thereof shall not be affected by any vacancy in the mem bership of
the Councilora committee.

- (2) Any member of the Cauncilor any person hoiding an office on a
commitiee of the Council, who has personal interest in any contract or
arrangement made or proposed (o be made shall disclose his interest to the
Counciland shali nps:

(a) take part in ény deliberation or vete after such disclosure in any
matter relating to the conuract or arrengement; or

(b) be counted for the purpose of eoustituting a quorum under this
paragraph, and the minutes ofthe disclosure made under this paragraph shall be
recorded in the ininutes of the meeting of'the Coﬁn'ci torsuch commitice.

{3)The ﬁxing of the seal of the Council shall be authenticated by the
signature of the Chairman and Secretary or any person generally or specificatly
authorized by the Council to act for that purpose. |

() Any coniraet or instrument which, i made or executed by a person
not being a body corporsic. would not be required to be under seal, mz-l_v be
made or executed on belialf of the Couneil by the Chiel Trade Negotiator for
Nigeria and Director-General or any person generally or specificalty
authorized by the Counciitaact for that purpose.

(33 Any document purporting to be a document duly execuied under
the seal of the NOTM shali be received in evidence and shall, unless and unii
the contrary is proved, be presumed to be so executed.

(6) The validity of any proceeding of the Councilor of a commitice

shalinot be affecteq by:



2020

Nigerian Office of Trade Negotiations Bill, 2020

C 959°

(a)a {/acancy In the membership of the Councilor committee; '

(b) 2 defect in the appointment of a membar of the Councilor
commiitee; or

(c) reason that a person not entitled 1o do so took part in the
proceedings of the Councilor committec.

SECOND SCUEDULE
[Section 17 {2)]
SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS RELATING TG STAFF REGULATIONS,
REMOVAL AND DISCIPLINARY MLEASURES
| Staff Regulations

1.-(1) The NOFN may make staff regulations relating generally lo
the conditions of service of the statf of the NOTN and without prejudice to
the generality of the foregoing provisions, such regulations may provide for:

{a)the a_p.poinimem, promoiion and disciplinary control of ail staff
ofthe NOTN; _

(b} remune‘ration, allowances and fringe benefits of stall of the
NOTN; o

{c) appeal by such staff agéinst dismissal or other disciplinary
measures; and

{d) sﬁcﬁ other matters to ensure efficient perfenﬁance of the
functions of the NOTN, and unti! the required regulations are made, the

Lt~ b Aitiang ervi “the officers i ivil
regulations relating ~anditions of service of the officers in the Civ

[V § T
Service of the Federation and the provisions of the Pensions Act shall be
appiicab]e with such madifications as may be necessary 1o the stalf of the
NOTN, '
. @ Staif regulations and conditions of service made under sub-
paragraph (1) of this parag'réph shaﬁ not have effect until it is approved by

the Council.
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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
{This PﬂQi??O;‘al?dIJ;}? does not form part of the above Act but is
intended to explain its purport)’
This Act seeks to establish the Nigerian Office for Trade Negotiations io
manage Nigeria's trade poticy and tead all trade and trade-related negotiations

to ensure that trade gnd trade-related agreetnents entered into by Nigeria

- contributes to the structural transformation of the Nigerian Economv for

modernization, industrialization, investment and employment creation.



