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ABILL
- FOR

AN ACT TO REPEAL ’I‘Hr NIGER!AN‘ METEDROLOGICAL AGLNCY

{ESTABLISHMENT Ere.) AC’I 2093 AND ENACT THE NiGtREAN
METEOROLOGICAL AGENCY ACT To PROV!DE For TIlE REGULATION OF

METEOROL DGYAND FORRELATED MAI TE RS

[
ENACTED by the Natmnal Assembly of the Federal Repubhc of

Sponsored by Senator 4 bdu!!ah:, Yahaya Abubakar

ngena as follows:

PART I- ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NIGER!AN
' METEOROLOG]CAL AGENCY
1.(1) There is estabhshed a body to be knowu as the ngenan
MeteorologlcalAgency (m thisAct referred toas "theAgency")
(2)TheAgency

(a) shall be a body eorporate wnth perpemal succession and a

common seal;
~(b) may sue or be sued in its eorporeie-name and

{¢) may acquure hoid, purchase mortgage and deal howsoever
with property, movable or ammovabie real or personai subject to the
provisions of the Land use Act. .

C 2(1) The Agency shall enforce and admmlster the prows:ons of
this Actand all other lawsi unpactmg on meteorology inNigeria.

(2) The Agency shall be the sole authority to regulate, license,
approve and’ authorise the standard of meteorologreal activities and
operations in Nigeriasave for aeropautical meteorological services. B

PARTII - ESTABLISHMENT OF THE GDVERNING BDARD

“OF THE AGENCY

3.-H There is estabhshed for the Agency a Governmg Board (in

this Actreferredto as "the Board") whrch shall constst of:

@
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3.-(1) The office of a member of the Board shall become vacant
where:

(ei) his term of office expires;

(b) he resigns his appointment by a notice in writing under his hand
addressed to the President;

{c) heisbankrupt;

(d)hedies;

(&) he is incapable of performing the functions of his office due to
mental or physical illness;.

(f} he has been convicted of a felony or any offence involving
dishonesty;-

(g)he is found guilty of gross misconduct;

(h) in the case of a person possessed of professional qualifications.
he is disqualified or suspended from practicing his profession in any part of
the wortd by order of a competent authority made inrespect of that member;

(i) the President directs his removal on the satisfaction that it is not
in the interest of the Agency or the public for the person ta continue n office
as a member of the Board; or

(i) in the case of an ex - officio member, he ceases to hold the office
on the basis of Which he became a member of the Board.

(2) Where a vacancy occurs in the membership o.f the Board, it
shall be filled by an appointment by the President of a successor 1o hold
office for the remainder of the term of office of his predecessor and the
successor shall represent the same interest as that merﬁber whose exit
created the vacancy.

6. The Chairman and members of the Board shall be péid such
emoluments, allowances and benelﬁts as the Federal Government may. from
time to time, direet in accordance with extant laws and regu _l.ations.

7. The Board shallhave powerto:

() formulate the general policies and guidelines for the efficient

C 1967
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1 discharge of the functions of the Agency;
2 (b} monitor and ensure the implementation of the policies and
3 programmes of the Agency;
4 (c) receive and review annual reports from the Management of the
5 Agency and submit same to the Minister not later than 30th day of June cach
6 year;
7 (d) determine the job description, title, terms, qualifications and
-8 salaries, including allowances of the employees of the Agency, subject to the
9 approval of the National Income, Salaries and Wages Commission in the case
10-  ofremunerations;’
11 (e) make rules relating generally to the conditions of service of
2 employees of the Agency, including rules providing for the appointment,
13 promotion, advancement, determination of appointment and disciplinary
14  control ofemployees; and
15 (f) carry out such other functions as is necessary or expedient to
16 ensure the efficient performance ofthe functions of the Agency under this Act.
i7 PART 111 - FUNCTIONS OF THE AGENCY
Functions of 18 8.-(1) The Agency shall be the authority for the performance of
the Agency
19  meteorclogical activities and shall:
20 (a) advise the Federal Government on all aspects of meteorology;
21 (b) project, prepare and interpret Government policics in the field of
22  meteorology;
23 . {c) issue weather fofecasts for the safe operation of air-crafts, ocean
24  goingvesselsand oil rigs;
25 (d) promote the service of meteorology in agricultural, drought and
26 desertification activities;
27 (e) provide meteorological services in operational hydrology and
28  waterresources activities;
29 (f) provide weather services in marine, environmental pollution and
30  bio-meteorology for climatic and human health activities;
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(g) provide and operate telecommunicatiohs systems for
meteorological purposes subject to regulations made by the Nigerian
Communications Commission;

(h) proffer advice to the Federal and State Government on
seismological activities;

(i) collect, process and disseminate all meteorological data and
information within and outside Nigeria;

(j) keep in safe custody all meteoroiogical data and records in the
National Meteorological Archive;

(k) be the sole authority to approve, license, certify and regulate the
establishment of meteorological stations for meteorological observations,
the operators and operating personnei at a fee to be prescribed by the Agency
and where, necessary makereguiation in thisregard;

(1} charge cost and sustainability recovery charges for services
rendered by the agency to users;

{m) ensure uniform standards of observation of all metecrological
phenomena in Nigeria;

{n) keep and maintain a register of all meteorological statioﬁs.
observatories, operators and operating personnel;

(o) levy fees, penalties and administrative cost of proceedings or
other charges on any person in relation to the functions of this Agency as
prescribed inthis Act,

(p) enter and seal or close up synoptic stations and observatories at
the premises of persons iliegally carrying eut any meteorological activities:

(q) call for or furnish such data and information generated in the
course of carrying out meteorological activities in Nigeria as may be
considered necessary forthe efﬁcient discharge ofits functions;

{r) prepare adequate guidelines and organise training programmes
for the training of all meteorological professionals and for other

meteorological related activities;
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(s) establish training school for the training of observers, forecasters,
meteorologists and for related meteorological activities;

() ensure that intenational standards and practice in meteorological
operations is maintained;

(u) train, conduct and undertake research in-the field of tfopical,
agricultural, hydro and marine meteorology and otherareas of m eteorology; -

(v) provide consultancy services on metecrology;

(w) monitor and issue meteorological components of envirenmental
nollution and ozone conceatration;

(x) calibrate, develop and fabricate meteorological conventional
equipment for export and internal use;

() report to the relevant authority or organisation and demand
appropriate se.mction or closure of any station or premises where
meteorological information is used in contravention to the provisions of this
Act;and

(2 carry out other activities as are necessary and expedient for the full
discharge of any of its functions under or pursuant to the provisions of this Act.

(2) Without prejudice to the functions in subsection (1) of this section

"the Agency shall be the sole authority to prescribe and issue the meteorological

information and data required for ell sectoral activities in Nigena including:
(a) aviation;
(b) defence;
(¢) finance;
(d)agriculture;
(e) construction works;
() environment;
{g) industries;
(h) marine; 7
(i) natural disaster and relief management;’

{j) water resources;
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1 (k) power and steel;
(1) transport;
(m) science and technology;
{n)oiland gas; -
5 {0) é‘ports:
6 (p) tourismi;
7 (q)' communication; and
8 {r) insurance.
9 {3) A person, o: sanisation or ¢orporate body shall not carr}: out or
10 undertake any of the secioral activities listed under subsection (2) of this
11 section without complying withj the meteorologicai ' requirement as
12 prescribed by the Agency.
13 - (4) The Minister may by order published in the gazette, prescribe
14 new sectors under subsection (2) of this section, from time to time.
15 (3) In this section, "synoptic stations" includes stations where
16 meteorological parameters are observed. .
17 : 9.-(I} All data generated or acquired by the Agency either Inigllecual
18 précessed or unprocessed shall be the property of the Agency. e
19 (2) The Agency shall have the power to receive or acquire
20 intellectual property of any kind on meteorological information and data
21 generated from its activities.
22 © PART IV - MANAGEMENT AND STAFF OF THE AGENCY
23 . 10.—( 1) There shall be for the Agency a Director-General who'shall  appointment of
4 the Director-General
24 be appointed by the President on the recommendation of the Ministerand on  of the Agency
25 - suchtermsand conditions as may be specified in his letter of appointment or
26 asmay be determined, ffom time to time, by the Federal Government.
27 {2} The Director-General shall be: -
28 {(a) the Chief Executive and Accountiﬁ g Officer ofthe Agency;
29 . (b} responsible to the Board for the da'y-to-déy administration of

30 the Agency; and
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1 (¢) appointed for aterm of 5 years in the fifst instance and m ay: subject
2 o safisfactory performance, be re-appointed for a further term of 5 ycars and no
3 more. )
4 (3) A person shall not be appointed as the Director - General, except
5 he has a recognised professional degree in meteorology or any other
o meteprélogical related sciences with at least 15 years cognate experience, 5 of
7 which shall be at senior management level
8 (4) The Director-General shall be the permanent representative of
9 Nigeria in the World Meteorological Organisation in accordance with the
10 provisions of Article 6, Part V of the Convention of the World Meteorological
11 Organisation, 1947.
12 (5) The Director-General may be suspended or removed from office
13 by the President on the recommendation of the Minister where he:
14 (a) has demonstrated inability to effectively perform the duties of the
15 office; *
16 (b) has been absent from S consecutive meétings of the Board without

17 the consent of the Chairman unless he shows good reason for such absence;
18 (c) is found guilty of gross misconduct;
19 (d) in the case of a person possessed of professional qualifications, is

20  disqualified or suspended from practicing hlS profession in any part of the
31 world by an order of a competent authority; or
22 (e) is in breach of the conflict of interest and use of insider information
23 for personai gain stipulated under section 40, of this Act and in the Schedule to
24 thisAct;
25 (g) The Director-General of the Agency shall not be removed from
26 office except in accordance with the provisions of this Act;
27 {h) co-ordinate and participate in meteorological inspections and
28  investigatiom. - ‘7

ﬁgggg‘ﬁggff 29 11.-(1) The Board shall appeinta Legal Adviser for the Agency.
30

(2) The Legal Adviser shall be the Secretary to the Board and shallbe:
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" (a) 2 legal Practitioner with not less than 172 vears pé)st call
experience; _

(b)the Director,. Legal Services and Enforcement;

{c) be responsible for keeping the books and proper records of
proceedings and correspondence of the Board and the upkeep of the records
ofthe Agency;

(d) administer and discharge all legal obligations and insuraice
requirements of the Agency;

(&) retain extet-ﬁ legal services on behaif of the Agency as he may
deem necessary or exped:ant;

(f) ensure the-enforcement and compliance with the provisions of
this Act;

(2) carry out the registration of third pames and keep records of all

~ the third parties relatlonshlps with the Agency;

(i) perform such other functions as the Board or the Director
General, as the case may be, may from time to time, assign to him.

12.-(1) The Agency shall appoint, designate” or cause to be
deployed, directly or on secondment from any public or private badies such
number and category of employees as it may require to assist it in the
effective discharge of its duties and functions under this Act.

(2) The terms and conditions of service including remuneration,
allowances, benefits and pensions of the employees of the Agency shall be
as may be determined. by- the Board in line with existing laws and
regulations.

(2) Nothing in subsections (1} of this section shall prevent the
appointment of a person to any office on terms which may preclude the grant
ofa pension, gratuity or other retirement benefits in respect of that office.

(3) The Agency may with the approval of the Board, make staff
regulatlons relaling generally to the conditions of service of its cmployccs

and providing for:

Other employees
of the Agency and
condiions of
service

Xy
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1 (a) the appointment, promation and staff discipline;
2 () appeals by employees against disciplinary measures; and
3 (¢) such other matters as it may deem necessary to ensure the efficient
4 - performance of the functions of the Agency underthis Act.
-5 {4) Sraff Regulgtions and conditions of servic__e made under
6 subsection, (3) of this section shalt ﬁot have effect uniil it is published in the -
7 Gazette and website of the Agency.
ﬁgﬁ‘;ﬁf of 8 13.-(1) The Agency may with the approval of the Board:
9 (a) set up Directorates, Depariments, Special Units, technical
10 committees, working groups and .task forces to assist the Agency in the
11 performance ofits duties and functions under this Act; and
12 (B) make changes to its structure, from time totime.
13 {2) There shall be appoirﬁed for each of the departments and special
14 units, é principal officer who shall be known by such designation as the Agency
15 maydetermine.
16 ’ (3) Without prejudice to the provisions of subsection (1) of this
17  section, there sﬂall be for the Agency the following Directorates:
18 () Weather Forecasting Services;
19 {3)] Meteorolog.ica! Research and Training;
20 (c) Applied Climate Services;
21 (d) Engineering and Technical Services;
22 (e) Finance and Accounts;
23 (f) Administration and Human Resources; and
24 - (g) Commercial and Business Develc_apmem.
Service in the 25 14.-(1) Servige in the Agency shall be approved public service for the
Agency to be
. Pensionable 26  purpose of the Pension Reform Act and accordingly, officers Vand other staft of
27  the Agency shall in respect of ;heir service in the Agency, Ee entitled to such
28  pension and other retiremeﬁt benefits as are prescribed in the Pension Reform
29 Act. .
30 (3) For the purposes of the application of the provisions ofthe Pension
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1 Reform Act, any power exercisable under it by a Minister or other authority

2 of the Government of the Federation, not being the power to make

3 regulations,is hereby vested in and shall be exercisable solely by the Board,

4 I5. Inexercising and performing the powers, functions and duties  Co-operation
5 conferred on itunder this Act, the Agency may appoint, contract, liaise or co-

6 operate with experts, relevant organisations, international instilulions

7 including specialised agencies, resource persrons, academic and technical

8 institutes, advisory committees and any other person or authority in order to

9 assistitin carrying out its functions or duties under this Act

10 PART V - FINANCIAL PROVISIONS

11 16.-(1) There is established for the Agency a ﬁind into which shall  ung of e
12 be pa.id or credited: . _ | e

13 (a) all subventions and budgetary allocations from the Federal

14 Government;

15 (b) gifts, loans, grants-in-aid from national, bilateral and

16 multilateral agencies; )

17 {¢) administrative peralties payable for violation of

18 meteorological regulations;

19 (d} returns on investments made by the Agency; .
20 (e} 10 percent of landing charges from the Federal Adrports

2] Authority of Nigeria;

22 (d) 10 percent of en-route and over flight charges from the Ni gérian

23 Airspace Management Agency;

24 (g) 9 percent of the 5 percent sales tax surcharged on tickets and

25 cargo charges by the Nigerian Civil Aviation Authority;

26 () fees or funds, approved by the Board in respect of services

27 provided by the Agency in the following and other commercial activities:

28 (1) rendering of climatic information to the Power and Eneroy

29 Sector operators, marine and ocean going vessels and crude oil explorers in

30 Nigeria, _
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(i) proﬁsions of agricultural, marine and mnon-acronautical
meteorological services, '

(iii) exhibition and sale of meteorological data, information or
equipment,

(iv} production and sale of books, pamphlets, bulleting, eic on
meteorological services,

(v) provision of consuitancy services on meteorology including
investigative meteorological activities and meteorological training,

(vi) rentals of property, plant and equipment including rents and fees
received from the use of pamphleis and documentaries owned by the Agency,
salc, rent or lease of landed properties,

(vii) fees from personnel licensing,

(viii) establishment, registration, licenging, monitoring and
supervision of meteorological stations, telecommunication masts, including
observatories on all on-shore and off-shore platforms used by oil and gas
companies in Nigeria, or

(ix) provision of meteorological information on the construction of
Government and non-Government owned four storey building and beyond,
roads, dams, lelecommunication masts and other related projects;

(1y any other fund which the Federal Government may designate for
the development of Civil Aviation or Meteorology in Nigeria; and

(3) such other moneys as may be received by the Agency inthe Lourse
of its operations or in relation to the exercise by the Agency of any of its
functions under the Act.

(2) Subject to the provisions of the Constitution of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria, 1999; the fund established pursuant to subsection (1) of
this section shall be managed in accordance with extant Financia! Regulations
applicable in the Public Service ofthe Federation.

17. The Agency may, from time to time, apply the proceeds of the

fund established under section 16 of this Act:
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(a) to the cost of administration of the Agency,

{b) to the payment of the emoluments, allowances and benefits of
members of the Board and for reimbursing members of the Board or of any
commitiee of the Board and for such expenses as may bc expressly
autherised by the Board:

{c) to the payment of the saiaries, fees or other remuneration or
allowances, gratuities and pensions, and other benefits payvable to the
officers and other employees of the Agency, provided that no payment of
any kind under this paragraph except such as may be expressly authorised by
the Board shall be made to any person who is within the relevant period, in
receipt ofemoliuments from the Federal or State Government;

(d) for the develoﬁment and maintenance of any property vesied in
orowned by the Agency;

() to publicise and promote the activities of the Agency; and

(f) to undertake such other activities as are connected with the
functions of the Agency under this Act.

18.-{I) The Agency shail not later than 30th September in cach
year, submit to the Minister an estimate of its expenditure and income
including payments to the Agency's fund for the next succeeding year,

(2) The Agency shall keep proper accounts in respect of each year
and proper records in refation to those accounts and shall cause its accounts
to be audited within 6 months after the end of each year by auditors from the
list and in accordance with the guideiines supplied by the Auditor-General
of the Federation.

19. The Agency shall prepare and submit to the Federal Executive
Council, through the Minister, not later than 6 months after the end of each
year, a report in such form as he may direct on the activities of the Agency
during the immediately preceding year and shall include in the report a copy
of the audited accounts of the Agency forthat year and the audi{or'; report on

the accounts.

Annual estimates
and accounts

Annual Reports
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ggger 1o accept 1 20.-(1) The Agency may accept any gift of land, money ar other
2 property on such terms and conditions, if any, as may be specified by the person
3 or organisation making the gift,
4 (2) The Agency shall not accept any gift where the conditions
5 altached by the person or organisation making the gift are inconsistent with the
6 functions of the Agency under this Act.

Power to berrow 7 21.-(1) The Agency may with the approval of the Minister. borrow
8 such 'sums by way of loan, overdraft or from any source, as may be required for
9 the }ﬁerformance ofits functions and meeting its Obiigatiens under this Act and
10 any interest payabie on monies so borrowed shall be paid out of the fund of the
11 Agency.
12 (2) The Agency shall not, without the appraval of the Board borrow
13 money which exceeds, at any time, the amount set by the Government as the
14 limitofthe borrowing powers of the Agency,

inzel::pent in 13 22.-(1) The Agency may, subject to the provisions of this Aci and the

= 16 conditions of any frust created in respect of any property. invest any or all
17 monies. in its fund, not immediately required for its current expenditure in:
18 (a) any security prescribed by the Trustee [nvestments Act, of in such
19 | other securities as may, from time to time, be approved by the Minister:
20 (b) any securities created or issued by or on behalt of the Federal
21 Government, as may be approved by the Board, from time (o Lime;
22 (c) the purchase or improvement of any land in any part of the
23 Federation; or
24 (d) any venture in Nigeria as may be approved by the Minister,
75 including investment in stocks quoted on the N igerian Stock Exchange.
26 (2) In the exercise of its powers of investment of its fund under
27  subscetion (1) of this section, the Agency may, from time to time, vary any of
28  such investments and may deposit any monies for the time being un-invested
29 withany bank approved by the Agency in line with Government Regulations.
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23.-(1) The Agency shall be exempted from'the payment of income-
tax on any income accruing from investments made by the Agéncy.

{2) The provision of any law relating to the taxation of comi:i?anies
orfrustshall notapply to the Agency.

PART VI - PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE ACQUISITION OF LAND

24.-(1) The Agency, may subject to the Land Use Act or any
relevant law acquire any land for the purpose of discharging its functions
under this Act. . -

{2} Where ther is any hindrance in the acquisition of any land by
the Agency under this Aci, including any failure by the Agency to reach an
agreement as to the amount to be paid in respect of the acquisition, the
Agency may apply to the Minister for a declaration under subsection (3) of
this section.

(3) The Minister on receiving an application from the Agency and
after such enquiry as he may deem {it in the circumstance, may request the
Govemnor of the State or the relevarnt authority where the land is situated to
declare that the land is required for the service of the Agency and
accordingly for an over-riding public purpose.

{4) Where a declaration is made under subsection (3) of this
section, the land to which the declaration relates shall be deemed to be iand
required for the purpose of the Federation Within the meaning of the Land
Use Actand the Agency shall acquire the land accordingly.

(5) Where a declaration has been made under subsection (3) of this
section inrespect of any land and the:

{(a) land has been acquired pursuant to subsection (4) of this

section; or

(b) Governor of the State concerned is satisfied that there is no -

rights subsisting in respect of the land; the Governor of the State may vest
the land in the Agency by issuing a Certificate of Occupancy In respect of it,

in favour of and in the name of theAgeﬁcy.
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(6) The compensation, if any, payable under the l.and Use Acl tor the
revocation of any rights relating to the land, where applicable, shall be paid by
the Agéncy. '

(7) The plan of the land referred to in subsection (2) of this section:

(a) containing measurement of the boundaries of the land;

,(b-) showing the refationship of the land to any sufficient identifving
mark; and |

{c) signed by the Surveyor -General; shall be a sufficient description
ofthe land for the purpose of an application under that subsection,

(8) The Agency shall not, without the prior approval in writing by the
Governor of the State in which the land is siated, alienate, mortgage, charge
or otherwise demise any immovable properiy which has been vested 1n the
Agency under this section or in respect of which a right of occupancy has been
granted tothe Agency. 5

25.-(1) Subject to this section, the Agency may by its officers,
employees, workmen or agents enter, from time to time, upon any land for the
purposé of the discharge of any of the functions of the Agency under this Act
and, in particular, may eater upon any of such land for the purpose of:

(a) inspecting and examining lands, buildings and equipment of
meteorological stations;

{b) inspecting and examining accounts, records and memoranda
required to be kept by meteorological stations; and

(¢) cutting down and removing a tree, under wood or siructures that
may interfere with surveys and any installation which constituic hindrance to
meteorological or elimate activity.

(2) The Agency shall, when practicable, serve on the occupier of any
land on which it intends to enter pursuant to subsection (1) of this section,a

notice in writing giving description of the nature of the wark intended to be

- carried out on the land.

(3} In the discharge of its functions under subsection (1) of this
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section, the officers, employees, workmen or agents of the Agéncy may
remain on any land for such reasonable time as may enable them to execute
and do all such work and things as may be necessary for the discharge of the
functions ofthe Agency under this Act.

26.-(1) in the exercise of the power conferred upon it by'section 25
of this Act, the Agency, its officers, employees, workmen or agents shall
ensure that buildings, crops and economic tree.s are protected from damages
and the Agency shall pay compensation for any damage done to any
building, crops and ec: nomic irees. .

(2) In the casc ofdispute as to the amount of compensation paya.b!c,
the same shall be determined by a magistrate or district judge exercising
Jurisdiction in the place where the land is situated or the High Court within
whose area of jurisdiction the land is situated, as the case may require, and
the decision of the Magistrate, district judge or High Court shall be final and
binding.

27.-(1) The Agency may with the approval of the Minister engage
inthe establishment of staff housing scheme. o

(2) The Agency shall with the approval of the Board issue
guidelines for the establishment and management of the staff housing
scheme referred to under subsection (1) of this section. _

28.-(1) The Agency shall establish and operate Calibration
Laboratories at designated locations for purposes of carrying out regular
calibration of meteorological instrumeﬁts and equipment.

{(2) The Agency shall have power to certify that calibrated
meteorological equipment meets the standard specified by the World
Meteorology Organisation and the Standard Organisation of Nigeria.

PART VII - INVESTIGATION AND ENFORCEMENT

29.-(1) Any authorised officer of the Agency who has reasonable

grounds for believing that an offence under his Act has been or is being

committed on any premises or there is on any premises, anything connected
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with the commission of any offence under this Act or any regulation made

-under it, may enter upon such premises, to:

(a) conducta search of the premises;

(b) take measurement and samples, where necessary. for conducting

analysis and tests of any-subsiance found on any premises pursuani to

paragraph (&) of this subsection;

(¢) arrest any person whom he reasonably suspects io have committed '
an offence; ' ‘

(d) ;;ake photographs, films, audio, video and other recordings or
extracts from documents and

" (e) seal up any premises or scize any articles including plant,

equipment, substance, o any other thing whatsoever used in the commission of
anoffence orin resl;ect of'which an offence has been committed.

- (2) A written receipt shall be given for any article or item seized under

« subsection (1) ofthis section and the grounds for such seizure shall be stated on

the receipt.

30.-(1) Any person who:

(a) hinders or obstructs an authorised officer in the exercise of his
duties under this Act or regulations made under it;

(b) faﬂs to comply with a lawful order or requirement made by an
authorised officer pursuant to the provisions of this Act or regulations made
under it;

(¢) fails, neglects or refuses to,carry outa meteorological order issued
under this Act;
<_:o-mniits an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine of not less than
N250,000 or to a term of 6 months imprisonment orto both.

{2) Any person who:

(a) collect; use or disseminate weather forccast or any other

meteorological information obtained from any other source outside the
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approval,. license or authority of the Aéency for commercial or public
purpose.; or '

(b} impers_o_nate an authorized officer of the Agency, refuse to state
or wrongly state his, addressand mislead or give wrongful information 1o an
authorized officer of the Agency;
cOolumits an offepcq_under this Actand shall be liable on conviction:

(i) in the case of an individual, be liable to a fine of NI,000.000.00
ortoatermof3 years imprisonme’nt ortoboth; and o

(i) in the case of a body corporate, be liable fo afine of not less than
N1,000,000 for every day after receipt of notice of the commission of the
offence from the Agency.

(3) Where a body corporate is proved to have been committed on
the instigation or with the connivance of; or is attributable to any neglect on
the part of a director, manager, secretary, head of branch or project manager
orother similar officer ofthe body corporate, or any person purporting to act
in any of such capacity, he as well as the body Eorporate, where practicable,
shail be deemed to have committed that offence and liable to be proceeded
against and punished accordingly. in line with the provisions of subsection
(1) ofthis section.

31.-(1) The Agency shall aller notice and hearing the compiaint or
on its own initiative and investigation determine whether any person is
violating any provision of this Act, regulations, rules or orders made under
it. N _ _

(2) Where the Agency is satisfied afier such hearing that such a
person is violating any provisions of this act, regulations, rules or orders, as
the case may be, it shall by order require the person to péy penalty, revo_k_e its
license or take such action, consistent with the provisions of this act,
regulations, rules or orders, as may be neeessary iﬁ the opinion ét‘ the
Agency Lo prevent further violation of the provisions of the Act, regulations.

rules or orders.

Power ta
nvestigate and
unpose line, eie.
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l-;l “(3) In the exercise of its power, the Agency shall appoint an
2 administrative panel to give effect to the provision of this section.
3 :(4) The decision of the Panél shall become efleclive upon
4 confirmation by the Board provi‘ded that an appeal from the decision of the
5 Panelasmay be confirmed by the Board shall lie to the Minister.
gltgeorological 6 .‘ 32;-(!) The Agency may .cau'se an order known as meteorclogical
- 7 order to be issued or sérved on any [Sérson where it has reasonable grounds for
8 believing that the person has contravened or is contravening, or there exists a
0 likelihood of contravention of the provision of this Act or regulations mrade
10 underit. | -
t (2) A Meteorological Order shall:
12 () 'specify the provisi'on of the Act contrévened';
13 (b state the specific content of the permit or license ‘contravened;
14 (C) direct the- owner or persen in possession 10 wake remedial
15  measures to terminate or prevent further re-occurrence; and
16 A {d) set out maximum fine for failure to comply with the order.
17 (3) A Meteorological Order may impose any other requirementé for
18 the purpose 0f preventing, remedying or niinimising harm which may include
19 anorderthatapersonshould:
20 (a) sto'p the commencement of a specified activity. indefinitely orfora
21 specified period of time; '
22 (b) take certain measurss within a spéciﬁed period to prevent harm,
23 remedy orrestore the environment o its original state; or
24 {c) not conduct a specific activity except within a specified time or
25 subject to specified conditions.
26 (4) The issuance ol or compliance with an ordér in respect of a
27  person'salleged contravention of this Act or the regulations made under it shall
98 not be abar to any proceedings against the person under this orany othel Actin
29 relation to the alleged contravention by that person.
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33. Subject to the provisions of the Constitution of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria 1999, the Agency shall take necessary measures to give
effect to any international treaty, convention or -agreelﬁent concerning any
aspect of meteorology to which Nigeria is a party.

PART VHI - METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATORY AND SYNOPTIC
OFFICE ESTABLISHMENT PERMIT

34.-(1) The Agency may on application made to it by any person.
grant a meteorological permit in respect of any activity prescribed by the
Agency, including perinit to:

{a) eonduc‘;heteomiogical research activities; or

(b) develop or test experimental equipment.

(2) Activities for which meteorological permits or license may be
granted shall include activities spec_iﬁed under sections 8 (1) (k)and 8 (2) of
this Act, .

{3} A person, organisation or corporate body shall not carry out or
undertake such sectoral activities as mentioned in subsection (2) of this
section and any other meteorological activity without obtain'ing the
Agency's certification, permit or licence and complying with the
meteorological requirements as prescribed by the Agency.

{4) Any person Who contravénes the provisions of sabsgction (3}
of this section shall be liable; where the contravention is by a corporate body
to a fine rnot exceeding N5,000,000.and Where the contravention is by an
individual, toa fine not exceeding N2,000,000;

PART {X - LEGAL PROCEEDING
35.-(1) The provisions of the Public Officers Protection Act shatl

apply in relation to.any suit instituted against a member of the Board, an

officer oremployee of the Agency.

(2) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in any law,
no suit against the Agency, Members of the Board, Director-General or any

employee shall lie or be instituted in respect of any act done in pursuance to
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orin execution of the functions, powers and public duties prescribed under this
Acl, orin anaction in'contract, tort, or howsoever unless it is commenced:

(a) within 3 months next afier the act, neglect or default complained
of; or

-+ (b) in the case of a continuation of damage or injury, within 6 months

next after cessation of it. ©

(3) A suit shall niot be commenced against a member of the Board, the
Dircctor-General or-any other officer or employee of the Agency before the
expiration of a-period of 1 month after written noiice of the intention to
commence the suit shall have been served on the Agency by the intending
plaintiffor his agent. ' '

{4) The notice referred to in subsection (3) of this section shall clearly
and explicitly state the cause of action, the particulars of the claims. the name
and place of abode of the intending plaintiff and the reliefwhich he claims.’

(5) Ini‘any proceeding before a court of law or tribunal, the Agéncy

“'may, ‘with' the consént of the Attorney@eneral of the Federation, be

represented by its Legal officers or any legal practitioner authorized by the

* Agency who shéll-have the right to appear at any stage of a proceedings and

who shall satisfy the court that he is duly authorised by the Agency in that
behalf.

-36.~(1) A notice, summons ér other document required or authorised
to be served on the Agency under the provisions of this Act or any other law
may be served by delivering the same to the Director-General of the A gency or
by sending it by registered post addressed to the Director-General at the
Headquiarters of the Agency.

(2) -Service of notices, warrants, orders, summons, praceedings,

docusitetits or written communication of which service is required, shall be

“ miade by 4 person appointed for that purpose by tire Agency, provided that
- whérdaparty is represented by a legal practitioner, service of notices, warrants,

“¥ orders, sunwons; ‘proceedings,” documents Or wrilten communication of
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which service is required may be made through such legal practitioner or
througha partb'er, counselor clerk under his control,

(3)All notices, wanants,'oraer, summons, proceedings, docu.ments
or written communieations in respect of which service is required by this Act
shall be sufficient service if left with en adult person resident or employed at
the address for service; provided that where there is no person on the
premises at the time of service; service shall be effected by posting the
process sought to be served at the main entrance gate or wall of the premises
or by advertisement or ¢ ‘herwise as may b¢ deemed necessary and proper in
the circumstances.

37.«(1) Any notice required or authorised- under this Act to be
served on any person may be served either by:

(a) delivering it to the pérson or his agents or servants;

(b) leaving it atthe person’s proper address; or

(¢) posting it to the person's principal office by registered .posl or
courier.

(2} Any notice required or authorised to be served upon a body

corporate shall be deemed to have been duly served if it is served on 2

‘Director of or the Secretary to the body corporate.

(3) For the purpose of this section‘, the proper address of any person
on'whom such ndtice is to be served shall:

{(a) in the case of a body corporate, be that of the registﬂréd or
principal office of the body corporate; and

{b)in any other case; be the fastknown address of the person;

38. In any action or suit against the Agency, no execution or

attachment of process in any nature of it shall be isstied or levied against the

- Agencyunless:

(a) not less than three months' notice of the intention to execute or
attach has been givento the Agency; and

(b) the consent of the Attorney-General of the Federation has been
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Agency
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obtained before execution of'the judgment.
39.-(DA member ofthe Board, the Dlrector—Gcncral orany officer.or

employee of the Agency shall be Indemnified out of the assets of the Agency

-against any lability incurred by him in defending any proceeding, whether

civil or criminal, where the proceeding Is brought against him in his capacity as
amember of the Board, Director-General, officer or employee of the Agency.

(2) Any Sum of money which may be the judgment of any court
awarded against the Agency shali, subject to any direction given by the court
w“here no notice of appeal against the judgment has been given, be paid from
the fund of the Agency. _

40.-(1) Members Qf the Governing Board, Director - General,
Directors and employees of the AéencyShali nol manape or operale any
meteorological enterprise while inoffice.

(2) Any of fhe persons specified in subsection (1) of this section,
having a financial interest in any meteérological enterprise:

(a) shafl make ﬁﬂl disclosure of such interest lo their respective
appointing Authoﬁties_ and tothe Agency;

(b) is prohibited from participating in any a_c:tion or decision that may,
directly or indirectly, affect their financial interest in any meteorological
enterprise.

3) A member of the Board or the Dlrector-Genual or any olher
pfﬂcer oremployee of the Agency shall:

(a) not, for his personal gain, make use of any informat fon w h!ch has
come to his knowledge in the exercise ofhls powers or is obtained by him in the
ordinary course of his duty as a mem_bgr of the Board or as the Dlrc_ctor-
General, officeror empioy-ee ofthe Agency; |

(b) treat as cOnﬁdénﬂal any information which has come to his
knowledge in the exercise_af“h‘_is‘powers or is obtained by him in the
performance of his duties under Lh1s AcL and “

(c) notdisclose any mformatlon referredto under parag raph (byofthis
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1 subsection, except where required to do so. by a court or in such other
2 circumstances as may be prescribed by the Agency and approved by the
3 Board, from time to time. o
4 " 41. The Federal High Court shall have jurisdiction to try offenices.  Jurisdiction
5 hearand determine p’roceédings arising under this Act.
6 " PARTX- MISCELLAI\.JEOUS
7 42.-(1} The Minister may from time to time, give general policy Power of the
Minister to give
8 guidelinestothe Agency. _ ' | glfsgg‘l;; g;cter
9 " (2) Notwithsta :ding the provisions of subsection (1) of this '°!heAgeney
10 section, the Minister may. give to the Agency directives of a general or
11 specific nature relating, genéral_ly toa particular matter or case. as the case
12 may be. A o
I3 (3) The Agency shall compl'_y with any policy guidelines or any
14 directive given to it by the Minister pursuant to subsection (1} or (2) of this
15 section. _ :
16 43.-(1) The Agency may with the approval of the Board, make  power to make
17 rutes, guidelines or'regﬁlations as in its opinien are ngeessary or expudient ‘rtilf:z:z:ﬁ?;w
18 for giving full effect to the provisions of this Act and for the due
19 administration of its provisions, save for aeronautical meteoroldgical
20 services.
21 (2) The contravention of any regulations issued pursuant to any of
22 the provisions of this Act shall constitute an offence and shall be punishable
23 as prescribed in the particular regulations.
24 44.-(1 5TheNigerian Meteorological Agency (Establishment, Etc.) | Repeal and Savings
25 Act, 2003 is hereby repealed. o reven
26 (2) Without prejudice to s_eCtioﬁ 6 of the Interpretation Act, the
27 repeal of the Act speciﬁedl in 'subs'ection (1) of this séction, shall not affect
e anylhin.g déne under or pursuarit to the Act:
29 . {(3) Every regulation, order, réqUirement, ce.rtiﬂ.cate, notice,

30 direction, decision, authorisation, consent, application, request or thing
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made, issued, given or done under the rebealed Act shall,. if in,ib-rce at the
commencement of this Act, continue to be in force and have effect as if made,
issued, given or done under the corresponding provisions of this Act, ’

- {4). All assets, funds, resources and other.movable and immovable
p'roperty 'whic;h, immediately before the commencement of Lthis Act, vested in
the Agency established 'under the repealed Act shall by virtue of this Act and
without further assuré.nce be vested in the Agency éstablished under section 1
ofthisAct.

(3) Every reference to the former Agency, Board, Minister, Executive

Secretary, Board Chairman or any person under their control or-a document

_ issued in the name of the formerAgency, Board, Minister, Executive Secretary,

Chairman of the former Board or employee of the former Agency shall be read,

. unless the context otherwise requites, as a reference to the Agency, Minister,

Board, Di;ector- General, Chairman, or an employee of the Agency established
underthis Act, asthe case may be.

4_5.—(lj Any person who immediately before the commencement of
this Act waé a staff of the Agency established under the repealed f;\ct shal}
continue in office and be deemed to have been appointed under this Act for
purposes of Pension. -

(2) Any person Who immediately before the coming inio force of this
Act is the holder of any office in the Agency existing before the
commencement of this Act shall on the commencement of this Act continue in
office and be deemed to have been appointed to his office unless the authority
by which the person was appointed terminates the appointments.

(3) Properties held immediately before the commencement date of
this Act on behalf of the Nigerian Meteorological Agency by any person shall,
by virtue of this Act, be vested inthe Agency established underthis Act.

(4) The Agency established in section | of this Act shall be subject 1o

" all the obligations and liabilities to which the former Agency was subject

immediately before the commencement of this Act and all other persons shall
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have the same rights, powers and remedies against the Agency established
by this Aet as they had against the Agsency smmedlately before the
commiencement of this Act,

(5) Any 'pmceeding or cause of action pending or exisling
immediately before the commencement of this Act by or against the Agency
established underthe fepealed-Act inrespect of any right, interest, obligation
or liability ofthe Agéncy may be continued or commenced, as the case may
be, and any determination ofa cbur_t of law, tribunal or ather Commission or
person may be enforced by or against the Agency established by this Act to
the same extent that such pmccediﬁg, cause of action or determination might
have been continued, commenced or enforced by or against the Agency
existing before the commencement of this Act

(6} As from the commencement of this Act, any disciplinary
proceeding péndiﬁg or exisﬁng againstany employee ofthe Agency shall be
continued and completed Ey the Agency established under thisAct.

46.-(1) In this Act:

"agrenautical scrwce" includes information, direction and other facilities
fumnished, issued or provided in conneetion with meteorojogical forecasts or
data;

"airport” means any 'areé on land or water ineluding any building,
installation and equipment intcnded to be used either wholly or in par for
the arrival, dspéﬁure and surface movement of airerafi:

"Board” means the governing Board of the Agenr;y established under
section 3 (1) of this Act:

“meteoroiogy” means meteorology as applied to ocean activities; -

"member” means a member of the Board and includes the Chairman:

Cmeteorology” means the study dealing with the phenomens of the

atmosphere;
"Minister” means the Minister in charge with the responsibiiity of mauers

relating to aviation and Ministry” shall be construed accordingly;

interpretation
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1 "power"includes functions and duties;

2 "premises” includes lands, plantsand ancillary works;
3 "President” means ihe President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria:
4  “weather” means the state of the atmosphere which consists of the short-term
5  minutes tomonths variation of the atmosphere;

l 6  "Agency"meansthe N.igeri_an Meteorological Agency;
7 "authorised officer” means the Direcior-General or any other officer of the
8  Agency spe_cif_:ca_lly or generally authorised by the Director-General to carry
9  outthe functions of thc; Agency under this Act; _

| i0 "agro—ﬁleteqrology" means the application of meteorological information and
11  datainthe monitoring, management of agricultural activities and inaid of food
. 12 production and security,;
13 "Convention' of the World Meteorological Organization" is found in the Basic
14 - Documents, of the World Meteorological Organizétion Publication Number
15 15. Authentic text of the Convention of the World Meteorological
16  Organization, adopted by the Washington Conference on 11 October 1947, is
17 as amended by Resolutions 1 and 2 adopted by the Third Congress in 1959;
18  Resolutions | and'2 adopted by the Fourth Congress In 1963; Resolutions 1,2
19  and 3 adopted By the Fifth éongress in 196%; Resolution,48 adopted by the
20  Seventh Congress in 1975; Resolution 50 adopted by the Lighth Congress in
21 1979; Resolutions 41, 42 and 43 adopted by the Ninth Congress In 1983;
22 Resolutiolris 39 and 4] adopted by the Fourteenth Congress in 2003 and
23 Resolunon 44 adopted by the Flfteenth Congress in 2007;
24  "Government” means Government of the Federal Republic of Nigeria:
25  "hydro-meteorology” means the application of meteorological information
26 and data in the monitoring and manageﬁwm of water resources seclor and
27  waterrelated phenomenon;
28  "marine-meteorology” means the application of meteorological information
29 and data in the monitoring and man'agement of coastal and ecosystem and
30 maritime activities such as ocean transportation and shipping, fisheries, oil
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1 exﬁloration elc; _

2 “policy and guidéiine_s" means policy and guidelines made for the
3 ‘administration ofthe functions efthe Agency; _

4 '‘Regulations” means rules that may be established by the Agency from time
5 to time for the administration and regulation of meteorological services in
6 Nigeria; 7 |

7 "seismological activities” means application of meteorological information
8 and data in the monitoring of earthquake and tremor and other carth related
9 activities; N

10 "synoptic station" means a meteorological observatory where all the
il meteorological parameters are observed and reported on a 24 hourly basis:
12 and

13 "WMO" means World Meteorological Organisation,

14 (2) Every other term shall have the same meaning as contained in
13 the Basic Documents of the World Meteorological Organisation.

16 47. This Bill may be cited as the Nigerian Meteorological Agency Short title
17 (Establishment, etc.) Bill, 2019. '

18 o SCHEDULE A

19 [Section 3{3)}
20 SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE BOARD E¥t.

21 Proceedings of the Board

22 1. Subject fo this Act and section 27 of the Interpretation Act, the
23 Board shall have power to regulate its proceedings and may make Standing
24 Order with respect to the holding of its n1eeting§, and those of the
25 commiitees, notices to be given, the keeping .of minutes of its procecdings.
26 the custody and production for inspection of such minutes and such other
27  matters as the Board may from time to time, determine. .'
28 2. Atevery meetih_g of the Board, the Chairman shall preside and
29 in his absence the members present at that meeting shall a'ppoli‘nt one of their
30 numbers to preside at the meeting.




C 1894 Nigerian Meteorological Agency (Establishment, etc.) Bill, 2019 2019

OLe ~) & ot D W b e

o | — o i [ [— — — — o —
o= o =1 ~J =21 wn £ L A —_ <

b

22

3. The quorum at a meeting of the Board consists of the Chairman or,
in an appropriate case, the person presiding at the meeting pursuani (o
paragraph 2 of this schedule, and 4 othermembers

4. The Board shall for the purpuse of this Act, meet not [ess than 4
times in each year and subject, to it, the Board shall meet whenever it is
summoned by the Chairman, and if required to do so, by notice given to him by
not fess than 4 other menibers, he shéli suMimon a meeting of the Board to be
held within 14 days from the date on, which the notice is given,

5. Where the Board desires the advice of any person on 4 particular
matter, the Board may invite that persot: to attend for such period as it thinks fit,
but a person wha is invited by virtue of this paragraph shall not be entitled to
vote at any meeting of the Board and shall not count towards the quorum,

Committees

6. Subject to its standing orders, the Board may appoint such number
of standing or Ad-Hoe Committees as it thinks fit to consider and report on any
matter with which the Agency is concerned,

7. Acommittee appointed undér this paragraph shall;

(a) consist of such aumber of persons (not necessarily members of the
Board as may be determined by the Board) and a person other than a member,
af the Board, shall hold office on the commitiee in accordance with the terms of
this appointment; and

(b) be presided over by a member of the Board,

8. The quorum of any commiitee set up by the Boa‘rd shall be
determined by the Board.

9. An Interim Board within the meaning of section 3(6) of Llfiis Act
shall comprise the: '

(#) Minister as Chairman;

(b) Permanent Secretary of the Ministry iit charge of Aviation; and

(c} Director-Gengral of the Agency.
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Miscellaneous ‘ .
10. The common seal of the Agenicy shall be kept in the custody of
the Director Legal Services and shall be authenticated by the signature of the

Director - General or siich other officer as the Board may designate,

H. The fixing of the seal of tie Agency shall be authenficated by
the signature of the Director-General op any other person generally or

- specifically authorised by the Board to act for that purpose and that of the

Secretary of the Ageney.
12, - Any contract or iﬂstﬂ;!méﬁf which if made by a person not
being a body corporate would not be requ'ires to be under seal may be made -

or executed on behalf of the Agency by the Director-General or any other

Person geﬁerally or specifically aﬁrhérised by the Board to act fur that

purpose.
[3. Any document purporting to be acontract instrument or other
document duly signed or sealed on behalf of the Agency shall be received in
evidenice and shall, ynless the contrary fs prove:i' be presumed withous
further proofio have been so signed orsealed, o ‘
14. The validity of any praceediﬁgs of the Board or any of jtg
commiitees shall not be affected by:
{a} any vacancy inthe membership of the Board or cominities; or
(b) any defect in the appointment of a member of the Board or
conmitee; o reason that any person not entitled to do so took part in the
proceedings of the Board or commitiee, ‘
I5. A member of the Board or a Committee set up by the Board or
Agency who is directly or indirectly interested in any matter being )
deliberated on by the Board, or is interested in any contssct made or
proposed (o be made by the Agency shall, 4s soon as possible after the
relevant facts have come to his kinowledge disclose the nature of hig intereyt
at 4 meeting of thé Board or C—emm"ittee and shall not vote on any guestion |

relating to the contract of arrangement,
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. 16. A disclosure under paragraph 15 of this Schedule shall be
recorded in the minutes of ‘the meetings of the Board and the member
concerned shall: | ) '

(ajnot, after ihe disclosure, take part in any deliberation or decision of
the Board: and . |

(b) be excluded for the purposé of constituting a quorum of any
meeting of the Board for any deliberation or decision, with regard to the subject
matter in respect of which his interest is so disclosed

17. A member of the Board or a committee shall not be personally
liable for any act or omission done or made in good faith while engaged on the
business of the Agency.

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
(This Memorandum does nol form part of the above Bill but is
_ :‘niénded to explain its purport) ?

This Bill seeks to repeal the Nigerian Meteorological Agency (Establishment
etc.y Act, 2903 and to enact the Nigerian .Mefeomlogical Agency
(Estab.liéhmem: etc.) Act, 2019 to provide for comprehensive legal and

institutional framework for the regulation of meteorology in Nigeria.



