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A BILL
POR

AN ACT TO ESTABLISH THE SOUTT EAST DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION N
THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA TO ACTAS A CATALYSTTO DEVELOP
THE COMMERCI_AL POTENTIALS OF THE SOUTH EAST, AND OTHER
CONNECTED MATTERS

Sponsared by Senator Stella Ocduah

[
ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal Republic of

—_

Nigeria as follows: 7
PART I« ESTABLISHMENT, ETC, THE SOUTH EAST DEVELOPMENT
COMMISSION AND GOVERNING BOARD
£.-(1) There is hereby established a body to be known as fhe South
Fast Dévelopmént Commission (in this Act referred o as “the
Cbnunissimf‘). '
' {2)The Commission-
(a) shall be a body corporate with parpelual' sﬁccers'sinn and a
common seal; o _ '
| {b) may sue and be sued in its corporatename .-~
(3) The Commission shall have its hear" office in Enugu. Enugu
State and shall establish an office in each mem Imf&l&!te gfthe Commission.

(4) The President may subject Eo fihke axpproval of the National

Assembly wind- -up the Comm[ss]on a’ dmr mvﬁa] s,
2 ~ 1) There is heleY esf aﬂ})hrslhcd far th(. Commmxosn aGoverning
Board (1” this Act referred to as 4"‘“*‘hcﬂ%@m d"). which shallgonsist of-

(ﬂ) achairman;

(b} one P‘315°' ‘ \wﬂm ‘ih”l]i bs, an mdlgene 10 1eprcscnt each ihc

To]lowmg member § ;taias thatls

)] An'u abra,

C 1455

Commencement

lstablishment

ol the South last
Develepment
Commission

Listablishmient
ol Guvernnent
Council of the
Comnussion




C 1456  South East Development Commission (Establishment eic.) Bill. 2019 2019

y -

1 (if) Imo
2 (iif) Ebonyi,
3 (iv) Enugu, and
.4 (v}Imo; )
5 {c}arepresentative of the Federa] Ministry éfFinance;
0 (d) arepresentative of the Federal Ministry of Justice;
7 (e)the Managing Director of the Commission; and
8 () two Executive Directors;
9 (2) The Chairman and other members of the Board shall-
10 (a) be appointed by the President, Commander-in-Chief Forces,
11 subjectto the confirmation of the Senate; |
12 (b) be persens of proven integrity and ability.
13 (3) The members of the Board referred to in paragraph (d) of
14 subsection (i} of this Section shail be part-time members.
15 (4) The supplementary provision set out in the schedule to this Act
16 shall have effect with respect to the proceedings of the Board and the other
17 matters contained therein. '
Tenure of office 18 3.-(1) Subject to the provisions of section 4 of this Act a member of

19 the Roard, other than an ex-officio member, shall hold office for a term of 4
20 years altne first instance and may be reéppointed for a further term of 4 years
21 andnomore, '
22, ' () Thé\member of the Board shall be paid such remunerations and
23  allowances as the Fé‘C'frf‘.ra] Government may, from time to time, determine for
24  thechairman and membéf%of statutory board generally.
25 (3) Amember of the:toard other than ex-officio members, may resign
26 hisappointment by notice, in Wl"i‘l}ug under his hand addressed to the President
27 C_omm-amier—in-Chief ofthe Armed 1'?‘31';:@5.

Rotation of Office 28 4. The office of the Chairman i the Commission shall rotate among

of Chairman of L .
the Commissionr 29 the member states of the Commission in-th foljowing alphabetical sequence

5

30 of-
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(a)/-\nafnbra;

{b)Abia,

{c) Ebonyi;

(d)Enugu; and

(e)Imo.

5.-(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 3 of this Act, a
person shall cease to hold office as a menllber ofthe Board if-

{(a) he becomes Bankrupt, suspends payment or compounds with
his creditors; '

(D) heis convicted of a felony or any offence involving dishonesty
or fraud:

(¢} he becomes of unsound mind, or incapable of can‘ying out his
duties;

(d) he is guilty of a serious misconduct in relation to his duties;

{e) in the case of a person possessed of professional qualification,
he is disqualified or suspended, other than at his own fequest, from
practicing his profession in any part of the world by an order of a competent
authority made in respect of that member; or

(1?) he resigns his appointment by a letter addressed to the President,
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces

(3) Where a vacancy occurs in the membership of the Board, it
shall be filled by the appointment of a successor to hold office for the
remainder of the term of office of his predecessor, so hdwever, that the
successor shall represent the same interest and -shall be appointed by the
President, Commander-in-Chief of )\rmud Forces subject to the
confirmation ot the Sciate.

6. There shall be paid to every member of the council sucn

allowances and expenses as Federal Government may, from time to time,

direct.

‘Cessation of
Membership of
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AlWanese of
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PART II - FUNCTIONS AND POWERS OF THE COMMISSION, ETC.

7.-(1) The Commission shall-

(a) formulate policies and guidelines for the cleveldpment ofthe South
East;

(b) conceive, pian and implement, in accordance with set rules and
regulations, projects and progfammes for the sustainable development of the
South East in the ﬁeld of roads, education, health facilities, employment,
industrializatit-t)ﬁ, agriculture, housing and urban development, water supply.
electricity and commerce;

(¢) prepare master plans and schemes designed to promote the
physical development of the South East and the estimate of the cost of
implementing such master plans and schemes;

(d) implement all the measures approved for the development of the
South East by the Federal Government and the member States of the
Commission;

{e) identify factors inhibiting the development of the Soutt East and
assist the member states iﬁ the formulation and implementation of policies to
ensure sound and efficient management of the resources of the South East,

(f) carry out such other functions as the President may, from time to
time, direct.

(2) In exercising its functions and powers under this section, the
Commission shall have regard to the varied and specitic contributions of each
member state of the Commission. 7 |

8. The Board shall have power to-

(a) manage and supervise affairs of the Commission; "

(b} make rules and regulatiens for carrying out the functions of the

Commission,

{v) enter and inspect premises, projects and such places as may be
necessary for the putposes of carrying outits functions under thisAct;

(d) pay the staff of the Commission such remwmeration and
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1 allowances as appropriéte; 7

2 (e) enter into such c-ontracts as may be -ne_cel:ssm"y or expedient for

3 the discl1arge of its functions and eusure the ciﬂcxent perfoirmance of the‘

4 functions ofthe Cormmission; | |

5 (f). do such other things as are necessary and expedient for the

6 efficient performances ofthe functions ofthe Commission. ‘

7 PART 111 - STRUCTURE OF THE COMMISSION

8 9.-(1) There shall be established in the Head Office of the  pyablishment
9 Commission, the follo wing Directarates- | o Directorates
10 (a) the Directorate of Administration, Human Resources and Man

11 power Development,

12 {b) the Directorate of Comm unity and Rural Development;

13 {c) the Directorate of Utilities, Infrastructu I'E_ll Dévelopment;

14 {d) the Directorate of Finance and Supplies;

15 () the Directorate of Agriculture and Rural Development,
16 (f) the Directorate of Planning, Research, Statistics and

17 Management Information systém; B

18 {g)the Directorate of Legal Services and Corporate Affairs;

19 (h) the Directorate of Education, Health and Social Serviées:

20 (i) the Directorate of Commercial and Industrial Development; and

21 (j) the Directorate of Projects Monitoring and Supervision,

22 (2) The Board may increase the number of Directorates as it may

23 deem necessary.

24 10. There shall be for the Commission a management Commilleé listleiW;:llmcsml

of the Management

25 which shall- Commillee
26 () consist of a Chairman who shall be the Managing Director, the

27 Executive Directors, the Directors-responsible for the Directorates under

28 section 9 of this Act and such number of other members as may be -

29 determined from time to time; 7

30 | (b} be respbnsible to the Board and the Managing Director for the
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general administration of the Com.mission.

- Ij.—(l) There is hereby established for the Commission, a South East
Development Advisory Committee (in this Act referred to as "the Advisory
Committee") which shall consist of-

(a) the Governors of the member states of the Comm Ission; and

(b) two other persons as may be determined., from time (o time., by the
President, Commander-in-Chiefofthe Armed Forces.

. (2) The Advisory Commiltee shall be charged with the responsibility

ofadvising the Board on thé activities of the Commission.

(3) The Advisory Committee may make rules regulating its own
proceedings.’

PART IV - STAFF OF THE COMMISSION.

12.-(1) There shali be for the Commission, a Managing Director, and

‘two Executive Directors who shall-

(a) have such qualification and experience as are appropriate for a
persori required to perform functions of that office under this Act, and

(b) be the Chiefexecutive and accounting officer of the Commission.

(¢) hold office on such terms and conditions as to emolument,
conditions of service as may be specificd in his letter ofappointment.

(2) The Managing Director shall, subject to the general direction of
the Board, beresponsible- - -

(a) for the day to day administration ofthe Commission:

+ (b) for keeping the books and proper records ol the proceedings of the

Board; and

{c) for-

(i) the administration of the Secretariat of the Board; and

-{i1) the general-direction and control of all ather employees of the

“chairman.

(33 The Board shalihave o=

(a) employ either directly or on secondment from any civil or public
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service, in the Federation ora State such number of employees as may, in the
opinion of the Board, be required to assist tiie Board in the disc! 1arge of any
of its functions under this Act; and

{b} pay. to persons so employed such remuneration (including
allowances) as the Board may determine). '

13.-(1) Service in the Commission shall be approved service for
the purposes ofthe Pension Act.

(2) The officers and other persons employéd in the commission
shall be entitled to pensions, gratuities and other retirement benefits as are
enjoyed by persons holding equivalent grades as appropriate.

(3)Nothing in subsections (1) and (2) of this Section shall prevent
the appointment of a persen to any office on terms which preclude the grant
of pensibn and gratuity in respect of that office.

(4) For the purposes of the application of the provisions of the
Pensions Act, any power exercisable thereunder by the Minister or other
authority of the Government of the F ederation, other than the power to make
regulations unde'r- section 23 thereof, is hereby vested in and shail be
exercisable by the commission, and not by any other person or authority.

PART ¥V - FINANCIAL PROVISIONS J

14.-(1) Thé Commission shall establish and maintain a fund from
which shall be defrayed all expenditure incurred by the Commission.

(2) There shall be paid aud credited to the fund established

pursuantio subscctlon {1 of this sect{on—

(a) from the Federal Govemmem. the equivatent of 15 percent of

the total monthly statutory alldcations due Lo the member States of the
Commission from the Federation Account; this being the contribution of the
Federal Government to the Commission; |

(b) 50 percent ofmomes due to member Sl"ltes of the Cominission
from the Ecological Fund: o

(¢) such monies as may from time to time, be granted or lent to or

Service in the-
Commission to
be pensionable

Fund of the
Commission

g
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deposited with the Commission by the Federal or o state Governnicnt, any
other body or institution whether local or foreign;

(d) all moneys raised for the purposes of the Cemmission by way of
gifts, toan, grants-in-aid, testamentary disposition or otherwise: and

(¢) procceds from all other assels that may, fren me (o tme, acerue
to the Commissior,

(3) The Fund shall be managed in accordance with the rules made by
the Board, and without prejudice to the general of the power to make rules
under this subsection, the rules shatl in particular contain pr:_wisions-

{a} specifying the manner in which the asscts or the fund of the
Commission are to ke held. and regulating the malking of payments into and out
ofthe fund; and

(b} requiring the keeping of proper accounts and records for the
purpose of the fund in such form as may be specified in the rules.

15. The Commission shall apply the proceeds of the fund established
pursuantto section 14 ofthis Acl to-

{a)the cost of administration ol the Commission;

(b) the payment of salaries, fees, remuneration, allowances. pensicns
and gratuities payable to the members of the Board specified in section 6 of this
Act or any Committee of the Board and the employees of the Commission:

(¢)the payment for all contracts, inciuding mobilization, fluctuations,
variations, legal fees and cost on contract administration,

(d) the payment forall purchases; and

(2) undertaking such other activities as are connected with all or any
of the functions of the Commission under this Act.

16.-(1) The Commission may accepl gifts of jand, money or other
property on such terms and conditions: it may be specified by the person or
organisation making the gift. 3

(2) ‘The Commission shall not accept any gift if the conditions

altached by the person or organisation making the gift are inconsistent with the



2019

South East Development Conmission (hstablisiment eic) Bill, 2019 C 1463

MIeD -1 on

16

furictions of the Commiission under this Act,

17. The Commission may, with the consent of the President,
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces, borrow, on such terms and
conditions as the Com.mission may require in the exercise of ity funelions
underthis Act.

18.-(1) The Board shall, not iater than 30th September in cach year,
submit to the President, Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces an
estimate of the expenditure and income of the Commission during the next
succeeding vear. '

(2) The Board shall cause (o be Kept proper accounts of the
Commission in respect of each year and proper records in relation thereto
and shall cause the accounts to be audited not later than 6 montis afier the
end of each year by auditors appointed from the list in accordance with the
guidelines supplied by the Auditor-Gieneral for the Federation.

19. The Commission shall, at the end of every ¢uarter in each vear,
submit to the President Com mander-in-Chiel of the Armed Forces a report
on the activities and administration ofthe Commission,

20. 'The Board shali prepare and submit to the President,
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces, not later than 30th June in each
year, a report in such form as the President, Commander-in-Chief of the

Armed Forces, may direct on the activities of the Commission during the

tmmediately preceding year, and shall include in the report a copy of the -

audited accounts of the Commission tor that year and the auditor's rcr{@m
thereon, .

(2) The President, Commander-in-Chicf of the Armf’)_@ Fanees
shall, upon recgipt of the report referred to in subsection {1 of ghis Sewrion,
C?;‘L'lse a éopy of the report and the aud ited accounts (!l'l:l-‘.e Comission and
the auditor's report thereon 1o be sul;mi[ted to each i-_'-ilnusé of the National

Assembly.

Power 1o borrow
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Annual Estimates
and Lxpenditure

Quarterly Report

Annudl Repoit
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PART VI - MISCELLANEOUS PROVISION.

21.-(1) There is hereby established for the Commission a monitoring
Committee which shall consist of such number of persons as the President,
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces may deem fit to appoint from the
Public or Civil Service of the Federation.”

(2) The Monitoring Committee shall-

(a) monitor the management of the funds of the Commission and the
1mplementat10n ofthe projects of the Commission; and-

(b} have access to the books of accounts and other records of the
Commission at all times, and submit perlodlcal reports to the President,
Commander-in-Chief ofthe Armed Forces.

»

22.-(1) For the purposes of providing offices and premises necessary

_ for the performance of its functions under this Act, the Commission may,

subject to the land use Act-
(a) purchase or take on lease any interest jand, or other property; and
(b) construct offices and premises and equip and maintain same. 7
(2) The Commmission may, subject to the land use Act, sell or lease out

any office or premises held by it, which office or premises is no longer required

for the performance of its functions under this Act.

23, Subject to the provisions of this Act, the President, Commander-
in-Chief of the Armed Forces may give to the Commission directives of a
general nature or relating generally to matters of policy with regard to the
performance by the Commission of its functions and it shail be the duty of the
Co_mmission to comply with the directives.

24.-(1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the provisions of the _
‘Public Officers Protection Act shall apply in relation to any suit instituted
ag] instany Officer oremployee ofthe Commission.

(2) Notwithstanding ”mythmg contamed in any other law or
enactment no suit shall lle against any member of the Board, the Managmg

Director of* any other officer or employee of the Commission for any act done
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1 in pursuance or execution of this Act or any other law or enactment, or of any

2 alieged neglect or default in the execution of this Act or such law or

3 enactm_eﬁt, duty orauthority, shall lie or be insl‘imlcq inany court unless-

4 (a) it is commenced withir three months next after the Act, ngg]ect

5 or default complained of: or

6 (b} in the case of a continuation of damage or injury,.withi'n six

7 months next after the leasing thereéﬂ

8 25. Anotice, summons or other document required or authorised  Service of

- Documents

9 to be served upon the Cymmission under the provisions of this Act or any

10 other faw or enactmerit maybe served by delivering it to the Managing

11 Director or by sending it by registered post and addressed to the Managing

12 Director atthe principal office ofthe C(.)mmission.

13 26.—(1) In any action or suit against the Commission, no execution Retriction

: ] Exceution against

14 or attachment of process against the Commission unless pot less than three Eﬁf‘zl‘\:j{i l:hc ‘
15 mouths notice of the intention to execute or attachment has been given to the

16 Commission.

17 (2) Any sum of money which by the jud gment {.)f any courthas been

18 awarded against fhe Commission shall be subject to any direetion given by

19 the court, where no notice of appeal against the judgment has been given be

20 paid from the fund of the Commission,

21 27, A member of the Board, the Managing Director, any officer or gxlgflgnnqil)f of
22 employee of the Commission shall be indemnified out of the assets of the -

23 Commission against anjr proceeding, whether civil or ¢riminal, in which

24 Judgment is given in this favour or in which he is acquitted, if any such ‘

25 proceeding is brought against him-in his capacity as a member of the Board,

26 the Managing Director, officers or employee of the Commission.

27 28. The Commission may,' with the approval of the President, Regulations
28 Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces, make regulations, generally for -
29 the purposes of giving full effect to this Act.
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29. Inthis Act, unless the context otherwise requires-
"Chairman" means the Chairman of the Board:
"Commission" mecans the South ¥ast Development Commission cstablished
by section | ofthis Act; -
"Board" means the Governing Board estzbiiskcd for the Commission under
section 2 (1}ofthis Act; |
"Member” means a member of the Board and includes the Chairman.
Managing Director and Executive Directors:
"Member States” include, Anambra, Abia Ebonyi, Enungu, and Imo States:
and
"President" means the President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

30. This Bill may be cited as the South Easl Development

Commission (Establishment etc.) Bill, 2019, '
o SCHELULE
Section 2(4)
SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS RELATING T0 Ti1E BOARD ETC,
Proceedings of the Board. -

1.-(1) Subject to this Act and section 27 of the Interpretation Act. the
Board may make standing orders regulating its proceedings or those of any of
its Committees,

(2) The Board shall meet whenever it is summoned by chaimman is
required to do 50 by notice given to him by not less than 4 other members, he
shalt summeon a meeting ofthe Board to be held within 14 days from the date on
which the notice is given,

2.-(1) the Board may appoint one or more Commitlees to carry out, on

. behalf ofthe Board such functions as the Beard may determine.

(2) A Comunittee appointed under this paragraph shall con.sist of such
number of persons as may be‘determined by the Board and a person shall hold
office on the Committee in accordance with the terms of his appointment.

(3) A decision of a Commitiee of the Board shall be of no effect until i
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1 is confirmed by the Board,

2 Miscellaneous

3 3.-(13 The fixing of the seat of the Committee shall be
4 authenticated by the signature of the Chairman and the Secretary (o the
5 Board.

6 (2) A document purporting 1o be a document duly executed under
7 the seat of the Commission shall be received in evidence and shatl. unless
8 and until the contrary is proved, be presumed 1o be so executed.

9 (5) The valid: y {j'l’ﬂny proceedings of th- Board or of a Committee
10 shallnotbe adversely a 1er,ted by-

11 (a)a vacancy m .the membership oi'the oard or Commitlee:

12 (b) a defect in the appointment of a wember of the Board or
13 Committee; or '

t4 (c) reason that a person not entitled 1o do so took part in the
15 proceedings of'the Board or Commitiee.

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
This Bill seeks to establish the South East Development Commission in the
Federal Republic of Nigeria to be charged with the responsibility of
Managing and administering for effectiveness. the sums received from the
allocation of the Federation account for reinvigorating the commercial
potentials of the South -Eastand for the overall economic development of the

South East.
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