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A BILL
FOR

AN ACT TO MAKE PROVISIONS FOR THE PROTECTION FROM INTERNET .

FALSEHOODS AND MANIPULATIONS AND FOR RELATED MATTERS
Sponsored by Senator Muhammad Sani Musa

[ 1]
BE IT ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal

Republic of Nigeriaas follows:
PART 1 - AIMS, OBJECTIVES AND APPLICATION

1. TheAimsand objectives of this Act: .

(a) to prevent the transmission of false statémerits/declaration of
facts in Nigeria and to enable measures to be taken to counter the effects of
such transmission;

(b) to suppress the financing, promotion and’ otherr support of
online locations that répeatedly transmit false statements/declaration of
facts in Nigeria;

{c) to enable measures to be taken to detect, eontrol and safeguard
against coordinated inauthentic behaviour and other misuses of online
accounts and bots;

{d) to enable measures {o be taken to enhance disclosure of

- information concerning paid content directed towards a political end; and

{e)tosanction offenders. _ _
© 2. The provisions of this"Act shall apply throughout the Federal
Republic of Nigeria
PART 2 - PROHIBITION OF TRANSMISSION OF FALSE
STATEMENTS OF FACT _
3.-(1} A person must noi do any act inor outside Nigeria in order to
transmit in Nigeriaa statements knowing orhaving reason to believe that-

{a)itisa false statements of fact; and -
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'7,3 (b) the transmission of the statements n ngerla is llkely to-

~{i)Ybe prejudicial to the secunty of Nigeria or any part of Ni geria;

(11) be prejudlma] to public health, publlc safety, public tranqulhty or
pubhc finances; _
’ (i1 be prejudlelal to the friendly refations of Nigeria with other
eountrles

(iv) influence the outcome of an election to any office in a general
electionora referenaum' ]

(v) incite feelings of enmlty, hatred directed to a person or ili will
between different groups of persons; or

(vi) diminish public confidence in the performance of any duty or
function of, or in the exercise of any power by the Government.

2) Subjeet to sub Clause (3), a person who contravenes s-ub Clause
(1) shallbe guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction-

{(a}in the case ofan mdmdual to a fine not exceeding N300, 000 orto
merlsonmer:t for aterm not exceeding 3 years or to both; or ‘

{b)in any otler case, to a fine ot exceeding N10 Million.

(3) Where an inauthentic online account or a bot is used-

(a) to transimit in Nigeriathe statements mentioned in sub Clause (1)
and

(b) for the purpose of accelerating such transmission, the who person
is guilty of an offence underthat sub Clause shall be liable on conviction-

(c) inthe case of an individual, to a fine not exceeding N300,000 or to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding 3 years orto both; or

(d)inany other case, toa finenot exceeding N10 Million.

(4} Sub Clause (1) does not apply to the doing of any act for the
purpose of, or that‘is incidental to, the provision of-

(a)an internet intennediary service;

{b)ateletransmission service;

- (¢)aservice of giving the public access to the internet; or
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(d)a computmg resource service. _
X

4.-(1} A person must not whether in or out31de nger1a make or

alter abot with the mtentson of-

Sl

(a) transmitting, by mean’s of the bot a false Statements of fact in

Nigena or

(b) enablmg any other person to. transmlt by means of the bot, a’

false statements of fact inNigeria..
(2} A person  who contravengs suh Clause (1) shall be gmlty of an
offence and shall be liable.on conv1ct10n- R _ |
(a)in the case of an individual, to a fine not exceeding N200 000 or
to imprisonment £ foraterm not exceedmg 3 years of to both; or

(b)in any other case, to a fine not exceedmg NS Mllhﬂn

(3} However, if th¥ transmission of the false statements of fact

under sub Clause (1) is likély to-
(a)be prejudicial to the secarity ofN'igeria orany partofNigeria;
{b) be pre;ud1c1a1 o pubhc health, public safety, pu’oitc tranguility

or public finances;

() be prejudicial to the frlend“ly relatlons of ngerla with other

countries; _
{dy mﬂuence ‘the owtcome of an election tothe ofﬁce of Pres1dent a
general electlon of Members of Parhament a by'election of a Member of

Parliament, or a referendum;

(é) incite feelings of enmity, hatred towards a peréon or ill w'ili‘

between dlfferen‘t groups of persong; or

(f) diminish public confidence in the performance of any duty or

function of, or in the exercise of any power by the Government, an Organ of

State, a statutery beard, or a part of the Government, an Organ of State or a
statutory board, the person who is guilty of an offence under that sub Clause

a

shall be lizble on conviction-

(b) inthe case of an individual, to a fine not exceeding N300, 00(} or

Makmg..or
“altering
bots for -

transmission of

" false statements

fact
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to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 3 years orto both; or

5.-(1) A person who, whether in or outside Nigeria, solicits, receives

- Oragrees to receive any financial or other material benefit as an inducement or

reward for providing any service, knowing that the service is or will be used in
the transmission of one or more false statements of fact in ngerla shall be
guilty of an offence lf the service is in factused in such transmission.

{2) A person who is guilty of an offence under sub Clause (1) shall be
liable on conviction- ’

(a) in the case of any individual, to a fine not exceeding N150,000 or
to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 2 years or to both: or
- (b) in any other case, to a fine not exceedingN500,000.
(3) However, if the transmission of the false statements of fact
under sub Clause (1) 1s likely.to-

(a) be prejudicial to the security of Nigeria orany part of Nigeria;

(b) be prejudicial to public health, public safety, public tranquility or
public finances;

{c) be prejudicial to the friendiy relations of Nigeria with otiter
countries, .

(d) influence the outcome of any electior to an v office in a general
election in N igeria;

(e} incite feelings of enmity, hatred towards a person or il will

between different groups of persons; or

{f) diminish public confidence in the performance of any duty or

function of, or in the exercise of any power by the Governiment, an Organ of

* State, a statutory board, or a part of the Government, an Organ of State or a

statutory board, the person who is guilty of an offence under that sub Clause
shall be Iiable on conviction;

{g) inthe case of an individual, to a fine not exceeding N300,000 or to
imprisonment fora term not exceeding 3 years or to both: or

) (h) inany other case, to a fine not exceeding N10 Million.

SERITTUNE S 5
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(4) Sub Clause (1) does not apply to any act carried out for the -

purpose of, or that is incidental toi the provision of-
(a) an internet intermediary service;
(b)ateletransmission service;
(¢)aservice of giving the public access to the internet; or
(d) acomputing resource servicé.

(5) Where the Court convicts a person of an offence under sub

- Clause (1) the Court must in addition to imposing thespunishment in Sub

Clause or {3) order the person to pay a3 penalty, a sum equal tothe amount of
aﬁy financia! or material benefit received or in the opinion of the Court the
- value of guch financia! or material benefis,

{6) Sul Clause does not apply if the court determines that the value
ofthe financial or other material benefii cannot be assessad.

{7y Where-

(a) a person charged withi 2 or more offences under sub Clause (1)
i« convicted of one or more of those cfiences: and

{h) the ciier outstanding offences are laken into consideration by

Court. the Court may increase the penaity menticned insub Clause (3} by

r apount not exceeding the tosal amount or value of the financial or other

material benefit received for the offences so takern into consideration.
. PART 3 - REGULATIONS DEALING WITH TRANSMISSION IN NIGERIA Or
FALSE DIECLARATIONS QF FACT

G.-(1) The Lsw Enlorcement Depariment may issue a Part 3

- Regulation inthe eventofthe following-

{a) that a false DECLARATION of faci (cailed in this Part the
subject (DECLARATION) has been or is being transmitted in Nigeria:

(b) the Law Enforcement Department is of the opinion that it is in
the public interest to issue the Regulation.

{(3) The Law Enforcement Department shall issue a Part 3

Regulation in relation ¢ the subject DECLARATION even if it has been

Conditions for
issuance of Part
3 Regulations
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amended or has ceased to be transmitted in Nigeria.

7.-(1} A Correction Regulation is one issued to a person who -

transmitted the subject DECLARATION in Nigeria, requiring the person to

transmit in Nigeria in the specified form and manaer, to a specified person or .

description of persons (if any), and by the specified time, a nbt_ice (called in this

Parta correction notice) that contains one or both of the following:

(2} a DECLARATION, in such ferms as may be specified, that the.

subject DECLARATION is false, or that the specified material contains a false
DECLARATION of fact: S | |

' (b) a specified DECLARATION of fact, or a reference to a specified
location where the specified DECLARATION of factmay be foﬁhd, orboth,

(2) A Correction Regulation may reguire the.pe'rson to whom it is
issued to transmit in Nigeria a correction notice in aspecified online location.

(3) ACorrection Regulation may also require thesperson to whom it is
issued to do one or both of the following: 4

(a) to transmit in Nigeria the corréction notice by placing it in the
specified proximity to every copy of the following that is transmitted by the
person in Nigeria:

(i) the false DECLARATION of fact;

- (ii) a substantially similar DECLARATION;

(b) to publish the correction notice in the specified manner in a
specified newspaper or other printed publication of Nigeria.

) A person who transmitted a false DECLARATION of fact in
ngena may be issued a Correction- Regulation even if the person does not
know orhas no reason o believe that the DECLARATION is false.

(%) Inthis Clause-

{a) "specified” means specified in the Correction Regulation; and

{b) a person does not transmit a DECLARATION in Nigerla merely
by doing any act for the purpose of, or that is incidental to, the provision oft

()an internet intermediary service;
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(ii) a teletransmission service;

(iii) aservice of giving the public access to the internet; or

(iv)a computing rEsOUIcE service.

8.-(1) A Stop Transmission Regulation is one issued to a person
who transmitted the subject DECLARATION in Nigeria, requiring the
person to stop transmitting in Nigeria the subject DECLARATION by the
specified time.

{2y AStop Transmissioﬁ Regulation may also require the person to
whom itis. _

(3) issued to stop transmitting any DECLARATION that is
substantially simila.r iothe subject DECLARATION.

‘(4) A Stop Transmission Regulation may élso require the person to
whom it is 1ssued to da one or both of the following:

(a) to transmit in ngena a correction notice in the specified form

and mannet, to a specified person or description of persons (if any), and

by the specified time;

(b) 0 publlish a correction notice in the specified mannes in a
specified newspaper or other printed publication of N igeria.

(5) A person who transmitted a false DECLARATION of fact in
Nigeria may be issued a Stop Transmis.sian Regulation even if the person
does not know or has no reason io b.elie\_fe thatthe DECLARATION is false.

(5) Inthis Clause- |

(a) "specified” fneans specified in the Stop Tfénsmission
Regulanon .. | | _

{b) "stop transmlttmg" in relatlon to a DECLARATION, means
taking the necessary steps L0 ensure that the DECLARATION is no longer
available on or through the internet to end users in Nigeria, including (if
necessary) the removal of the DECLARATION from an online location; and

(c) a person does not transmlt a DECLARATiON in Nigeria

merely by doing any act .for the purpese of, or that is incidental to, the

Stop Transmission
Regulation
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provisioﬁ of- . o

(i} an internet interﬁediary service;

(if) a teletransmission s'er'vice ;

(iil)aservice of giving the public access to the internet; or .

(iv)a ,compﬁting resource service, ‘

9.-(1) A Part 3 Regulation may be issued to a person whether the
person is in or outside Nigeria.

(2)APart3 Regulation may requu‘e the person to whom 1t is issued to
do an Act in or outside Nigeria. ' )

(3) APart3 Regulation must identify the subject DECLARATION in
sufficient detall \

(4) A Part 3 Regulatlon must comp]y with such form manner and
other as may be prescribed (if any), and for this purpose different reqmrements-
may be prescribed for-

(a) different Regulation;

(b) different parts of a Regulation; - _

(¢} different persons or descriptionsrof persons to whom a Regulation
isto be issued; and

(d) differentcircumnstances under which a Regulation is to be issued,

(5) A Part 3 Regulation remains in effect until the date it expires (if
any), or it is set aside under Clause 15 or cancelled under Clause 1 7.

(6) Aperson issued a Part 3 Regu]at:on Is responsible for the costs of
complying with the Regulation.

10. A Part3 Regulation may be served by such means (including
electronic means) as may be prescribed- .

(a) onthe person to whom it s issuad; or _

(b) on 2 person in Nigeria that the person o whom 1he Part 3
Regulation is issued has appeinted to accept service on the per Sor's bcha

I1.-(1) A person to whom a Part 3 Regulation is issued and served and

who, without reasonable excuse, fails to comply with the Reoulation whether
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. 1 in or outside Nigeria, sha;l} be guilty of an offence and $hall be liable on
2 " conviction- |
3 (@) iﬂthe case ofan individual, to afine not exceeding NZOG,OOO or
4 to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding 1 2 meonths or to both; or 4
5 (b) inany other case, to a fine not exceeding N5Mi!1ion.
& (2) Itis nc»t adefence to a charge under sub Clause (1) that:
7 (a) the personis subj ect to-a duty under any written law, any ru]e of
8 law, any contract or any rule of-- pr_ofessmna} conduct, that prevents the
9 person from complying with aﬁy pér-t of a Part 3 Regulation or restricts .the~
10 person in such compliarice; or _ ‘ ‘
11 (b} The person has apphed under Clause 19 10 vary or cancel the
12 Part 3 Regulation orhas appealed to t}i‘e ngh Court agamst the Regulatlon
13 {2) No civil or criminal hablhty is mcurred by the person or an
14 officer, employee or agent of the person, for domg or om itting to do any act,
15 ifthe actis done or omitted to be done with reasona‘b] e_gare and in good faith
16 and for the purpose-of complying with or giving effect to the Part 3
17 Regulation. . -
18 12.-(1) This Clau;se applies where- o Access Blocking
19 (a)a person fails to comply with a Part 3 Regulation; o
20 (b) the subject DECLARATION is being transmitted in Nigeria by
21 the person \on an online location; and _
22 (¢) the Law Enforcement De.partment is satisfied that one or more
23 end users in Nigeria have uséd or are using the services of an internet access
24 service provider to access that online location. .
25 ‘ (3)TheLaw Enforcement Departmentmay direct the NCCto order
26 the internet access service provit:ler totake reasonable steps to disable access
27 by end users in Nigeria to the online location (calied in this Clause an access
28 blocking erder), and the NCC must give the internet access service provider
29 an.access blocking order.
30

(4} An internet access seTvice provi er that does not comply w1th_
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- convictionto a fine not exceeding N 10Million for each day during any part of

which that order is not fully complied with, up to a total o N5 Million .

(5‘)‘ N6 éivil or criminal {iability is incurred by an internet aceess
service Provider or an officer, employee or agent of such provider, for anything
done or omitted to be done with reasonable care and in good faith in complying
with any access blocking order,

13.-(1) A person to whom a Part 3 Regulation is issued may appeal to
the High Court against the Regulfition.

(2) No appeal may be made to the High Court by any. person unless
the persbn has first applied to the Law Enforcement Department to vary or

cancel the Part 3 Regulation and the Law Enforcement Department refused the

- application whether in whole or in part.

(3)An appeal may only be made to the High Court withipsuch perfod
as may be prescribed by Rules of Court, ‘ _

(4) The High Court must hear and determine any such appeal and may
either conﬁm? the i’art 3 Regulation or set it aside,

(5) The High Court may oniy set aside a Part 3 Regulation on any of
the following grounds onan appeal:

(a) the person did not transmit in . Nigeria the subject
DECLARATION; .

(b} the subject DECLARATION s not a DECLARATION of fact, or

" isatrue DECLARATION offact; -

(¢} itis nottechnically possible to comply with the Regulaﬁon.

(6) A Part 3 Regulation that is the subject of an appeal under sub
Clause (1) remains in effect despite the appeal, and only ceases to have effect i
it is setaside by t’ne High Court or the Court of Appeal on appeal from the High
Court, or if it expires or is canceiled by the Law Enforcement Department,

{7)In spite of sub Clause (6), if the appellant establishes a prima facie

case that it is technically impossible to comply with the Part 3 Regulation, the
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High Court may direct that the Regulation be stayed pénding detenniﬁatiqn

of the appeal.

(S)Rulgs of Court may iorovide for the manter in which and the
time within which an appeal undér sub Clause (1) may be made and the
procedure for an application to stay a Part3 R’egulation appealed against.

14. The issue of a Part 3 Regulaﬁon in relation to the subject
DECLARATION does not affec; ahy power or right of any person
(including a Law Enforcement Department ‘or any party mteres‘fed) to take

any action under this Act or any other law in_ relation to that

DECLARATION, or the power of the Public Prosecutor to initiate '

_proceedings for an offence under this Act or any other law in relation to that

DECLARATION.
15.-(1) The Law Enforcement Department may vary O cancel the

Part 3 Regulation, by serving a written notice on the person to whom the

Regulation is issued.

(2) The Law Enforcement Department may vary or cancel the Part

3 Regulation under sub Clause (1)

(a) on the Law Enforcement Department's 0w initiative prov1ded

there is overwhelming sufficing evidence necessitating this variation or

cancellation;

{b) on an application by the person to whom the Regplation is

~issued.

(3-)" APart 3 Regulation remains ia effect despite any application

made to the Law Enforcement Department for its variation or cancellation.

(4) Clauses 14to 17 apply in relation to a Part 3 Regulation thatis

varied under this Clause as they apply in relation 1o the original Part 3
Regulation.

* () Clause 14 applies in relation to a notice cancelling a Part 3
Regulation under this Clause as it applies in relation to the original Part 3

Regulatiozi.

Other causes of
action-not affected

Variation or
cancellation of
Part 3 Regulafion
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PART 4 . R_EGULATION For INTERNET INTERMEDTARIES AND PROVIDERS
OF Mass MEDIA SERVICES
i6.—(1) Any Law Enforcement Department may issue a Part 4
Regulation ifall of th_evfoliqwiné conditions aré satisfied:
'(a) material (ca[léd n thiér Part the subject nﬁateriaf) that C{;ntains or
consists of a false DECLARATION of fact (called m ['.hiS Part the subject
DECLARATION) hasbeen or is being transmltted in Nigeria;

(b) the Law Enforcement Department is of the opinion that it is in

public interestto issue the Regulation,

{6) Any Law Enforcement Department may instruct the Competent
Authority to issue a Part 4 Regulatlcm in relatlon to the Sle_] ect material even if
it has been amended or has ceased to be transmitted in ngeria

17-(HA Targeted‘Correction Regulation is one issued to the internet
intermediary that providedthe internet intermediary service b))"means of' which
the subject material has been or is being transmitted in Nigeria, requiring it to
fransmit by means of that service to all end uszers in Nigeria who access the
subject material by means of that service at any time afler a specified time. a
notice {called in this Part a correction notice) that contains one oy both of tie
faliowing‘: .
| (aja DFCLARAT? ON, in such terms as may be specified. that the
subject DECLARATION 15 false, or that the subject material contains or
consists ofa false DECLARATI N of fact;
{b) g sp°c111°d DECLARATION of fact, ora+ reference 1o o specified

' iocaum"i where the specified DECLARATION of fact may be found. or both.

"2) Where the internet mtenmd;ary meutlomd insub Clause (1) s«
prescribed mfernet 1r-termed1a1y, the Targeted Correction Regulation may also
require the internet mtenﬂeuiary todo oue or more of i fie foillowing:

(a) transmit  the correctron notice by means of the internet

mtermemary serv1c:e to all end users in therla who access identical copies of




2019 Protection from Internet F. alsehoods, Manipulations and Other Related Masters Bill, 2019 C 781

1 the subject material by means of that service at any time after the specificd
- 2 fime; i ' ' A '
3 (b} transmit the cérre;btion noticé by any means and by a specified
4 -"7 time, to all end us'ers‘ in Nigeria that it knows had_ accessed .the“su.bje'ct
5 material or identical copies of the subject material (o both) by me:ans of that
5 - Servige atany time before the specified time mentioned in sub Clﬁuse Q)
7 (c) if the intern,et. inrtenﬁediary disables access by end users in
8 Nigeria to the subject material at any time after the Regulation is issued and
9 before it expires or i's_sét"asi'de‘oréancelled, |
10 ~ transmif the correction ﬁotice by means of the internet intermediary service
I toa specified description ofend users in Nigeria. |
12 ) InthisClause-
13 -~ (a) “specified" nieans spééiﬁed in the Targeted Correction
4 Regulation; and ‘ ' - '
15 (b) an ‘end user who accesses a part of any matenal is taken to
) i6 access thematerial. o
. 17 " 18.-(1) A Disabling Regulation is one issued to the internet Dissbling
18 intermediary that provided the internet intermediary service by means of Regulaton
i9 - which the subject material has been or is being wransmitted in Nigeria,l
20 requiring it to disable access by end users in Nigeria to the subject material
21 provided on or through the service that consists of or contains the suﬁject
P2 DECLARATION, by the specified time:
23 (2) Where the internet intermediary mentioned in sub Clause (1) is
24 a Prescribed internet intermediary, the Disabling Regulatibn may also
25 requite the internet inerinediary o do one or both of the following:
26 (a) to disable access by end users of thé service in Migeria to
"2  jdentical copies of the sub_]ect matenal prowded on or through the mtemet
28 intermediary service; o
29 {b) to transinit a correction notice b):f' 'ahy means o a spe;:éﬁed
30 'description ofend users iﬁNi’-géria. A ' I
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{3) Once a Dlsablmg Reuuiat:on -has been ;ssued the Law
Enforcerent Department must pubhsh a not:ce of that fact in the Gazette as.
Soon as p0531b1e

(4) However, a failure to pub!ssh the notice of the 1ssue of the

Disabling (6} - --R_egu]ation in the ,Gazette- does not invalidate the

‘Regulation. -

(5) Inthis Clause- _
(a) "specified" means spéciﬁgd inthe _ﬁisabling Regulation; and
(b) an end user. who'éccess'e_s a part of anyri_iiaierial- is taken to access
thematerial. - , . S | _
19.-(13 A:General. Correction Regﬂlétion is 6n§- 155ued to one of the
following persons to carry outan act meritioned in ;subCrleiirse(-}l):
_(a)aprescribed internet intermediary; - .-
(b) such other person as may be prescrib;:d. L
- (2) Theactmentioned in sub Clause (V) is- -~

(a) if the Regulation is issued to a pe.rs_b'r}‘ mentiéned_ in sub Clause

(1)), to.transmit a corTection notice _En..:Nigeria:by"iﬁeims of the internet

“intermediary service provided by it to al end users who use that service at any

time afterihe specified time, ora specified description of such end nsers;

(b} if the Regulation i"s issued tlo a pérs’on mentionéd in sub Clause

A1), to give a. cotrection -notice to a spemﬁed person or descrlptmn of

‘persons, by the specitied means and | by-the specifiedtime. -

: 42) I this Clause, "specified” ineans speciﬁ'ed in the General

Regulation.

. 20.-(1) A Part 4 Regulation or Remedaal Order- may- be issued to a

person whether theperson is in or outside Nigeria. .

C2A -}@_1 4 Regulationor Rgmedial Order may require a person to
whoin it is issued to doanactin oroutside Nigeria. :

{3) A Part 4 Regutatmn must identify in sufficient detail the sub;ect
materlal and the subject DECLARAT ION.
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- {4) A Part 4 Regulation or Remedial Order remains in effect until
the date it expires (ifany), itis sétaside or it is cancelled.

(5) Aperson who is issued a Part 4 Regulation or Remedial Orderis

- responsible for the costs of complying with the Regulation.

{6) A person {A) to whom a General Correction Regulation is

issued may bring civil proceedings in the High'Court against a person (B)

-who is the author of the subject BECLARATION and who transmiited in

Nigeria the subjéect material, to recover the costs reasonably incurred by A to
comply with the Regulation.
- (7} In such proceedings, the Court, if it is satisfied on a balance of

probabilities that B has contravened this law when transmitting the subject

‘material in Nigeria, may award to A such _.da’mages- for those costs as the

court, having regard to all the circumstances of the case, déem just and
equitable. -

-~ - 21. APart 4 Regulation or Remedial Order may be served by such
means {including electronic means) as may be prescribed- ‘

‘(a)on the person towhomit is issued; or -

(b) on a person in Nigeria that the person to" whom the Part 4
Regufatiou or Remedial Order is issued has appointed to accept service on
the person’s behalf. _ "

22.-(1) Apersontowhom aPart4 Regulation or Remedial Order is

issued and served and who, without reasonable excuse, faifs to comply with

the R_eguléﬁon or Order whether in or outside Nigeria, _sh'éll be guilty of an

offence and shall be lizble on convictioﬂ_— o

o (a}iﬁ the case of an individual, toa ﬁne'ndt.ciééédin.'g N300,000 or

- to imprisonirent for a terfi not exceeding 12 months or o both; or 7.

{b) in any other case, to @ fine not exceeding N3Million, and, in the

case of a continuing offence, toa further fine not exceeding N.10 Million for

‘every day of part of a day during which the offence contintics after

(2) itisiiotadefencetoa chargé under sub Clause (1) that

Service of Part
4 Regulation and
Remedial Orders

Non—complrnce
with Part 4
Regulation or
Remedial Order
an otfence
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(a) the person is subject to a duty under any written law, ariy rule of

1
2 . law, any contract or any rulg of professional conduct, that prevents the person
3 from cbmplyiﬁ_g with any part of a Part 4 Regulation or Remedial Order or
4 restricts the person insuch comipliance; or
5 , (b)‘thg person has app]ied to vary or cancel the Regulation or Order or -
6  hasappealedtothe High Court 'against the Regulation.. _
7 (3) No c1v11 or ¢criminal liability is mcurred by a person or an officer,
8 empioyee or agent of the person for doing or omitting to do any act, ifthe actis
9  doneor omltted to be done with reasonable care and in good faith and for the -
10 purpose. of compiymg wnth or giving, effect fo the Part 4 Regulation or
11 RemedlalOrder o _ N _ L
12 4) In determmmg whether a person charged with an offence under.

. 13 sub Clause (1) has a.reasonable excuse for failing to comply with a Part
14 4Régulati6n 01: Remedial Order, the court muist consider- B
15 (a) the state of the art available to give effect'_tp the Regulation or
16  Order; “ ‘ ]
17 (b) the cost of éqmplyin g with the Regulation or Order relative to the
18 means availabletothe person; and
19 ' ©any otherrelevant factor.

éro;:rss locking 20 -(1) this clause applies where- ‘

21 (a)aperson that isan interpgt intcrmediar):/ fails to comply with a Part
22 4 Regulation or Remedial Order ) _ o , -
23 {b) the subject rnatenal is being transmitted i in ngena on an oniing
24 location;and | :
25 - (¢) the Law Enforcement Department is satisfied that one or more end
26 users inNigeria h_ave used orare using the services of an-internet access service
27 - . providertoaccess that online iocatlon
28 () Law Enforcement Department may direct the NCC to order the
29 mtemet access service prov1der to take reasonable steps to dlsable access by
30 end users in Nngena 0 the online location called -in. thxs Clause an access
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bio«:king order), and‘the NCC must give the internet access service provider:

an access blocking order.

{3).An internet access service provider that does not coniply with

an access blocking order shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on

7

conviction to a fine not exceeding N1Million for each day during any part of .

‘which that orderis not fuily complied with, up to a total 6fN10 Miilion.

© {4) No civil or criminal liability is incurred by an internet access
service provider or an officer, employee or agent of such provider, for

anything done or omitted to be done with reasonable care and in good faith

- in'complying with any access blocking order.

" 24.-(1)  The follow:ng persons may appeal to the High Court Appeals to High

against any Part4 Regulation:

(a)the person to whom the Regulation is issued;

-(b)a person who transmitted i Nigeria the subject material,

{2) No appeal may be made to the High Court by any person uniess
the person has first applied to the Law Enforcement Department to vary or’ '
cancel the Part4 Reguiations either in whole orinpart. ~ '

(3) An appeal may only be made to the High Court within such
period as may be prescribed by Rules of Court. -

{4)The High Court must hear and determine any such appeal and
may gither confinm the Part 4 Regulation or set it aside.

{5)The High Court may only set aside a Part4 Regulation on any 6f

-the following grounds on an appeal by the person to whom the Regulation is

issued;

(a) in the case of a Targeted Correctmn Regu!atlon or g Disabling

' :n*ansmitted*m-_ngena by means of any mtemet intermediary ‘service

provided by the person;
- (b) the subject DECLARAT!ON is not a DECLARATION of fact, -
orisatrue DECLARATIO‘N offact; ~.

' Reguiation, the sub_;ect material was not transmmed in N:gerla or was not

Court
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. {c)it is nottechni_cally possible to. comply with the Regulation.
(6) The High Court may only set aside a Part 4 Regulatmn on an

appeal by a persesn ‘who transmitted in Nigeria the subject matenal on the

- . ground that the subject DECLARATION is not a DECLARATION of fact, or is

atrueoffact.

(7)A Part 4 Reguiat:on that is the subject of an appeal under sub
Clause (1) remains in effect despite the appeal and only ceases to have effect if
itis set Side by the High Court or the Court of Appeal on appeai from the High
Court, or if it expires or is cancelled.

(8)Ifthe appeiiant (being the person to whom the Part 4 3egu lation is

is_sued) establishes a prima facie case that i it is technically impossible to comply

+ with the Part 4 Regulation, the High Court may direct that the Regulation be

¥ *
stayed pending determination of the appeal.

(9)There is shch furthcr right of appeal from a decision of the High

N .Court underthis Clause as exists in the case ofa decnsson made by that Court in

the exercise of its original cwzl jurisdiction.

(10 Rulss of Court may provide for the manner m which and the time

. within which an appeal under sub Clause (1) may be made and the procedure

foran aﬁplication tostay a Part 4 Regulation appealed against.-

25. The issue of a Part 4 Regulation or Rémedi_ai Order in relation to
any material does not affect any power orright of any person (-im_:iuding alLlaw
Enforcement Department or any Party intereszed)to take any action unde; this
Actorany other law i inrelationtothe subject DECLARATION, or the power of

the Pubhc Prosecutor to initiate Pmceedmgs for an o{fence under this Actor

- .any other law In reiatwn to timt DECLARAT tON.

26. (l; The Law Enforcement Department may at any time vary or
: an 4 Regulatten or Rﬂmedlal Order, by serving a written notice on

r_'-thei’erson o’ whom theRegulatmn orOrdct is 1ssued

i _a Law Enfarcanent Departmen; may. vary o cancel zhe o
_Regu!anonor@rderuﬁdersubﬁausc(t} e
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{a)onthe Law Enforcement Départment‘é own initiative provided
thereisa prima facie reason nec:essifat-'in g this variation or cancellation ; or

(b) on an application by- ~ -

(Dythepersonto whcm the Regulation or Order is iss{xedi or

(ii) a person who Hépsﬁiﬁed in Nigeria the subject material,

(3)A Part 4 Regulation or Remedial Order remains imeffect despite
any application made 16 the Law Enforcement Department for its variation
or cancellation, | ' ' |

: Ppgﬁ S < DECLARATION TF ONEINE T.OCATIONS

2713 The Law Enforcement D'epamhéﬁt’ may declare an online

* location as DECLARED onhne locatmn if all of the tollowmg candmons

“dre satisfied:

" (a) Tormore different DEC’LARAT%ON’S' thiit are the"s‘tii.)ject. ofone

“‘ormore active Part 3 regu]atlon orPari4 rcguiatlon or both have been orare

o bemg transmmed in Nigeria on the online locatlon

 (b)atleast 3 of those DECLARATIONS had first beeri transmitted

in Nigeria on the onling location within 6 months before the date the
DECLARATION is made. o

. (2) For the purpose -of sub Clause (1)(2), 2 DECLARATION is

- different from another if it is different in a material particular from that other

" DECLARATION. "~

. G ADECLARATION-

(a) shilst contain the Universal Resource Locator (URL) domain

o name orany other unique identifier of the online }ocanon

‘(bymustreproducethe relevant regtila’tion;
' (cijiﬁusi state the daté the DECLARATION coines infoeffect;
@ must state the date’ of the fDECLAKATION's' expiry or a
formula by which that date iy be worked out, which st not be later than

2 years after the date in paragraph (c); -

" {€)may state the ti_sﬂe'oh that date the DECLARATION is to éxpire

Declared Online
Locatigns



C.788  Protection from Internet Falsehoods, Manipulations and Other Related Matters Bill, 2019 - 2019

—_ 1

.
= X \ ‘N - — — -;-,—A Y oy
W REBERERREBREBEREEBEET®EISSGEER -

T e~ O W B e b2

ora formiula by which that time may be worked out;

(f) may require. the pwnér or operator of the online location
DECLARATION (whether or not he or she is in or outside Nigeria) to transmit
in the specified manner in Nigeria to end itser who accesses the online iocation,

a ndtice in the ‘Speciﬁed terms that the online l&cation is the subject of a‘

' DECLARATION and

(g) must contain such other particulars as may be prescribed.

@A DECLARATEON expires-

{@) on the date and at the time (lf any) DECLARED in, or worked out’
tn accordance w:th, the;or

-(b)on the date itis cancelled or set aside, whichever is earlier.

(4) As soon as possible after a DECLARATION is made and before
the date’it comes into effect; the Law Enforcement Department must-
’ . (a) publish, in such form and manner as m#y be prescribed, a notice in
the Gazette- | |

() statmg thata DECLARATION has been issued under this Clause;
and ‘ ‘

(i) setting out the URL, éomainname, ‘or any othe_f ﬁnique identifier
ofthe ontine location, to which the DECLARATION relates; and

(b) make reasonabie efforts to give a copy of the DECLARATION to
the owner or operator ofthe DECLARED oﬁline location.

(6) 'fhe owner or operator of aDECLARED onliﬁe location who féiis

to comply: with any requlrement ‘mentioned in sub C}ause (3X{) whether in or

outside N;gena shall be guilty of an offenceand shall be habie on conviction-
(a) in the case of an mdmdual to afine not exceedmg N300,000 or to
lmpnsonmem for atermnotexcteding 3 years orto both or
(b} irany othercase, to a fine not exceeding N5 Miliion.’
(7) 1t is a defence to a charge éndgr sub Clause (6) for the accused to

prove that the accused did not knew and had no reason to beiieve that a

- DECLARATION was made inrelation to the online location.
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1 : (8) The Law Enforcement Department may at any time suspend a
2 DECLARATION for such period as the Law Enforcement Department may
3 determine, or vary or cancel a DECLARATION.

4 (9) The Law Enforcement Department may suspend, vary or
5 cancelaDECLARATION-

6 " {a)onthe Law Enforcement Department's own initiative: or

7 (b) on anapplication by-

g (i) the owner or oﬁerator ofthe DECLARED online location; or

9 (ii) any person with editorial control over the online location.

10 {10) As soon as possibie after a DECLARATION is suspended,
11 varied or cancelled, the Competent Authority must-

12 (a) publish, in such form and manner as may be prescribed, a notice
13 ofthesuspension, variation or cancellation in the Gazette; and

14 _ (b) make reasonable efforts to give a copy of such notice to the
15 | owner 0:1‘ operator of the DECLARED online location. -

16 (11) Forthe purposes of sub Clause (1)~

17 ‘ {a) "active", in relation to a Part 3 Regulation or Part 4 Regulation,
18 means that the Part 3 Regulation or Part 4 Regulation (as the case may be)
19 has not been set aside at the time the DECLARATION mentioned in sub
20 " Clause (1)is made;

21 (b} wherea DECLARATION of fact is transmitted in Ni geria on-
22 - (i) an online location bearing a sub domain name that is partof a
23 domainname; or

24 (ii)asub directory of a website,

25 the Law - Enforcement Department may ireat the DECLARATION as
26 transmitted on the online location that bears that domain name, or on that
27 website, as the case may be; and

28 (c) where the DECT.ARATIONs mentioned in sub Clause (1) are
29 duplicated on another online location (called in this paragraph the mirrored

30 " location), each mirrored location is to be regarded as part of the original
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Access Blocking
Order

online location. ‘
. 28.-(1) This Clause applieswﬁere- .

(a) paid content included on a DECLARED online location is
transmit in Nigeria after a prescribed period starting on the date the
DECLARATiON concerned calne:into effect; and

(b) the Law Enforcement Depariment is satisfied that after the date
the DECLARATION came into effect, one or more end users in Nigeria have
used or are using the services of an internet access service provider to access
the DECLARED online location.

(2) This Clause also applies where-

(a) the owner or operator of a DECLARED online location did not
comply with a requirement mentioned in Clause 27(3)(f) that is specified in the
DECLARATION concerned; and

(b) the Law Enforcement Department is sati;ﬁed that after the date
the DECLARATION came into effect, one or more end users in Nigeria have
used or are using the services of an internet access service provider to access
the DECLARED online location.

(3} The Law Enforcement Department may direct the NCC to order
the internet access service provider to take reasenable steps to disable access
by end users ip Nigeria to the DECLARED oaline location (called in this
Clause an access blocking order), and the NCC must give the internet access
service provider an access blocking order.

(4} An internet access service provider that fails to comply with an
access blocking order shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on
conviction to a fine not exceeding Million for each day during any part of
which that order is not fully complied with, up to a total of N10 Miltion .

{4) No civil or criminalrliability is incurred by an internet access
service provider or an officer. employee or agent of such provider, for
anything done or omitied to be done with reasonable care and in zood faith in

complying with an access blocking order.
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29.-(1) This Clause applies where-

(a) paid content included on a DECLARED online location is
transmitted in Nigeria after a prescribed period starting on the date the
DECLARATION concerned came into effect; -

(b)the Law Enforcement Department is satisfied that after the date

the DECLARATION came into effect, one or more end users in Nigeria

-have used or are using the services of an internet intermediary to access the

DECLARED online location; and

{c) the internet intermediary has control over access by end users in
any place to the DECLARED online location.

{2) This Clause also applies where:

(a) the owner or operator of a DECLARED online location did not
comply with a requirement that is specified in the DECLARATION
concerned;

(b) the Law Enforcement Department is satisfied that after the date
the DECLARATION came into effect, one or more end users in Nigeria
have used or are using the services of an internet intermediary to access the
DECLARED online location; and

(¢) the internet intermediary has control over access by end users
inany place to the DECLARED online location.

(4} The Law Enforcement Department may direct the Competent
Authority to order the internet intermediary to disable access by end users in
Nigeria to the DECLARED online location, and the Competent Authority
must give the intemet intermediary such order.

{(5) An order of the Competent Aythority under.sub Clause (3) may
be issued to a person whgther the person is in or outside Nigeria, and may
require the person to do an act in or outside Nigeria.

(6} An intemet intermediary that fails to comply with an order of
the Competent Authority under sub Clause (3) whether in or outside Nigeria,

shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not

Order to internet
intermediary to
disable access

tp declared online
location
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exceeding N 1Million for each day during any part of which that order is not

- fully complied with, up to a total of N10 Million.

(7) No civil or criminal Hability is incurred by an internet
intermediary or an officer, employee or agent of such intermediary, for
anything done or omitted to be done with reasonable care and in good faith in
complying with an order under sub Clause (3).

30.-(1) The following persons may appeal to the high court againsta
DECLARATION:

(a) the owner or operator of the DECLARED online localtion; (b) any
person with editorial control over the orline location.

(2) No appeal may be made to the High Court by any person unless
the person has first applied to the Law Enforcement Department to vary or
cancel the DECLARATION and the Law Enforcement Department refused the
application whether in whole or in part.

(3)Af1 appeal may only be made to the High Court within such
period as may be prescribed by Rules of Court,

(5) the high court must hear and determine any such appeal and may
cither confirm the DECLARATTON or set it aside.

(6) the high court may only set aside a DECLARATION on the
ground that, at the time of making the DECLARATION, the condition
specified was not satisfied,

(7) A DECLARATION that is the subject of an appeal remains in
effect despite the appeal, and only ceases to have effect if it is set aside by the
High Court or the Court of Appeal on appeal from ihe High Court, or if it
expires oris cagce]led.

(8) There is such further right of appeal from a decision of the High
Court under this Clause as exists in the case of a decision made by that Courtin
the exercise of its original civil jurisdiction.

(9) Rules of Court may provide for the manner in which and the Line

within which an appeal under sub Clause (1) may be mad.
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31.-(1) A person who, whether in or outside Nigeria, solicits,

receives or agrees to receive any financial or other material benefit as an ’

inducement or reward for operating a DECLARED online location shall be
guilty of an offence and shail be liable on conviction:

(a) in the case of an individual, to a fine not exceeding N300,000 or
to imprisonment for aterm not exceading 3 years orto both; or

| () In any other case, to a fine not exceeding N5 Million.

(2) Without limiting the generalitjlf of the expression, a person
receives financial or other material benefit as an inducement or reward for
the operation of an online location if the person receives from another:

(a) any consideration for the sale of advertising space on the online
location; or

{b)any consideration for access to any part of thelonliﬁe location.

(3) Where a court convicts any person of an offence under sub
Clause (1), the court must, in addition to imposing on that person tﬁe
punishment in that sub Clause, order the person to pay as a penalty, within
the time specified by the court, a sum equal to the amount of any financial or
other material benefit received or the amount that in the court's opinion is the
value of that financial or other material benefit, and any such penalty is
recoverable as a fine.

(4) Sub Ciause (3) does not apply if the court determines that the
value ofthe financial or other material benefit cannot be assessed.

(5) In this Clause, a person is not taken to operate an online location
if the person does so merely as part of providing an internet intermediary
serviee ot incidentally to such provision.

32.-(1) A service provider must take reasonable steps {both in and
Qutside Nigeria) tc ensure that afier a prescrib;ad period starting on the date
the DECLARATION comes into effect, any paid content that it include or
causes to be included on a DECLARED online location Is not transmitted in

Nigeria on the DECLARED online location.

Deriving benefit
from operating
Declared Online
Location

Certain persons
must not transmit
in Nigeria paid
comtent on Declared
Online Locations,
efC. o
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(2) A digital advertising intermediary must take reasonable steps

“-(both in and outside Nigeria) to ensure that, after a prescribed period starting on

the date the DECLARATION comes into effect, any paid content that it

_includes or causes to be included on a DECLARED online location is not

transmitted in Nigeria on the DECLARED online location.

(3) A prescribed digital adveriising intermediary or prescribed
internet intermediary must take reasonable steps (both in and outside Nigeria)
to ensure that, after a prescribed period starting on the date the
DECLARATION comes into effect, it does not, when acting as a digital
advertising intermediary or an internet intermediary, facilitate the transmission
in Nigeria of any paid content that gives publicity to, or otherwi;; promotes, a
DECLARED online location.

(4)#\ person who contravenes sub‘ Clause (1), {2) or (3) shall be guilty
of an offence and shall be liable on conviction:

' (a) in the case of an individual, to & fine not exceeding N200,000 or to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding 12 months o to both: or

(b). inany other case, to a fine not exceeding N3 Million

(5) I any proceeding for an offence under sub Clause (1), (2) or (3), it
is a defence for the accused to prove that the accused did not know and had no
reason to believe that the online location was a DECLARED online location.

(6) In any proceeding for an offence under sub Clause (13, (2) or (3), it
is; not a defense for the accused to show that:

(a) the accused did the act in question at the Regulation of another
person; or ‘

(b) the paid content was transmitted in Nigeria by its inclusion on any '
online location through an automatic process without the accused choosing

where the paid content is transmitted, except as an automatic response to the

request of a person. -

3B A péfson must noi, whether in or outside Nigeria, expend or

apply any property knowing or having reason to believe that the expenditure or
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application supports, helps or promotes the fransmission of false declaration
of fact in Nigeria on a Declared Online Location.

(2)u:Sub Clause (1) does not apply to a service provider or a digital
advertising infermediary which gives any consideration for the purpose of
transmitting any paid content in Nigeria on the declared online location.

| (3) A person who contravenes sub Clause (1) shall be guilty of an
offence and shall be liable on conwctlon '

(a) in the case of an individual, to a fine not exceeding N300,000 or
to imprisonment for a term not exceedirig 3yearsortoboth;or

(b} in any other case, toa fine not exceeding N10 Million

(4} Inthis Clause, “propef’cy" means money and all other property,
movable or immovabl e, including things in action and other mtang1ble or
incorporeal property. )

34. The Law Enforcement Department may make Regulation
necessary or convenient to be prescribed for carrying out or giving effect to
this Act.

35. Inthis Act, unless the context otherwise requires-

"Law Enforcement Department” méans a The Nigeria Police Force;

"bot" means a computer program made or altered for the purpose of ruiming—
automated tasks;

"computing resource service” means a sérvice that provides the use of any
computer hardware or software to enhance the processing capability or
storage capacity of'a computer;

“coordinated inauthentic behavieur" means any éo.ordinated activity carried
out using 2 or mote online accounts, in order to mislead end users in Niger_ia
of any intesnet intermediary service as to any matter, but excludes any
activity carried out using online acCounts- .

(a) that are controlled by the same person; and

(b} none of which is an inauthentic online account or is controiled -

by a bot;

Regulation

Interpretation
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-Correction Regulation” means a Regulation issued under Clause 7,

"DECLARATION" means 2 DECLARATION made under Clause 27,
';DECLARED online location™ means an online location that is the subject of a
DECLARATION that is in effect,

"digital advertising intermediary” means any person who, in the ordinary

_ course of business, facilitates the transmission of paid content in any place by

acting as the link or part of the link between-
. (&) the ownaers or operators of online locations; and

(b) advertiéers and service providers, by means of an internet based

service;
Exampies

Examples of digital advertising intermediaries are persons who provide any of
the following by means of an internet based service:

(a) advertising exchange;

(b) demand side platform;

(c) supply side platform.
"Disabling Regulation" means a Reguiation issued under Clause 18;
"General Correction Regulétion“ means a Regulation issued under Clause 19; .
"NCC" means the N.igerian Communications Commission established by the
Nigerian Communications Commission Act2003;
"inauthentic online account” means an online account that is controlled by a
pefson other than the person represented (whether by its user profile, unique
identifier or other information) as its holder, and the representation is made for
the purpose of misleqding end users in Nigeria of any internet intermediary

service as to the holder's identity,;

"internet intermediary” means a person who. provides any internect
. : ES

intermediary service;

“'internet intermediary service” means- -

(@) aservice that allows end usersto-access materials originating from

third parties on or through the internet;
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(b) a service of ransmitting such materials to end UsSers on or

2 through the internet; or

3 (c) a service of dfsplaying, to an end user wﬁo uses the. service to
4 make an online search, an index of search results, each of whu:h links that
5 end user to content hosted or stored at a location which is separate from the
& ;locaslon of the index of search results, but excludes any act done for the
7 purpose of, or that is incidenta to, the provision of;

: 8 (d) aservice of giving the public access to the internet; or

9 (e)a computing resource service;
10 Exam};]es 7
1 Exam_plesof internet intermediary services are-
12 (2) social networking services; .
13 (b) search engine services;
14 (c} content aggregation services;
15 e {d) internct based messaging se_rvices; #nd_

16 (e) videosharing services.
17 "material" means aﬁything that consists of or contains aDECLARATION;
18 Examples
19 Ea;ar_nplés of amaterial are 2 message, a post, an article, a speech, a picfure, a
20 | video recording and a sound recording.

21 "MMS" means a system that enabies the transmlsswn through a mobile
22 network, of multnnedla tnessages; _
23 "online account” mgar_m anaccountcreated with an internet intermediary for
24 the use of an internetintermediary service; :

25 "online lccation" means any website, web page chat room or forum, or any
26 . other thmg tha: ishostedona computer
27 "paid content” means any DECLARAT[ON that is transmxt inany place for
28 cpns;dexiatlon, B .

29 "Part 3 Regulaiion . 11.1’.:elan_._s"‘;ar ¢Qqeétion Regulation or a Stop Transmission
30 . Regulation; | - |
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"Part 4 Regulation” means a Targeted Correction Re'g-uiat.i'on, a-Disablihg
Regulatlon oraGeneral Correction Regtrlatlon

"prescribed digital advertlsmg mtermedlary means a digital advertismg
mterrnedlary, ‘or a class of digital advertising mtermed:anes prescnbed by
Regulatlon madeunder Clause 62; °
"prescribed internet intermediary” means an internet intettnédiai'y, oraclass of
internct intertnediaries; '
"Remedial Ordet” m'eértf; an order made under C]éuse 2 1; .
“service provider" means any person ('othet th‘a.;:té digital advertising

mtennediary) who, in the ordmary course of busmess prov:des adwsory or

other services relatmo to the transmlssmn of pald content in any piace

"SMS" means a system that enables the transmissmn thmugh a moblle
network oftextmessages ' o
"DECLARATION" means any word (mcludlng abbreviation and mmal)_
number Hnage (movmg or otherwise), sound, symbol or other representation
ora combination of any of these
"Stop Transmission Regulatmn means a Regulatien issued under Clause 8;
"Targeted Correctmn Regulation” means a Reguiation xssued under Clause 17
“teletransmission sérv‘icé" meangwany tréhérﬁiésioit emission or reception of
signs, signal, writing, unages sounds or mtelhgence of any nature wire radio
visuial or other elctro- magnetic systems

{2) Inthis Act-

(@ a "DECLARATION"of fact is a DECLARAT!ON which a

reasonable person seeing, hearmg or othermse perceav ing 1t would consider to

bea representat:on of fact; and

(b) a DbCLARATlON is false ifi lt is false or misleadmg, whether

' 'wholly orin part and whether o its own.or in the context m wh:ch it appears- '

(3) Inthis Act,a person has editorial control ovéran onhne lncatton if

the personis able to decide one or both of thE: fol lowmg

{a) whether any DECLARATION may be included or excluded on the
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onlme location;

2 | (b) whereto p!ace any DECLA RATION on the online locatlon
3 Meamng of transmrt
4 3.-(1) In this Act other than in Part 2, a DECLARATION or
5 ' matenai 1s transmitted in N:gerla if it is made availablc i0 one or more end
6 usess in ngeria on orthrough the i mternet
7 (2) InPart 2, a DECLARATION is transmltted in Ntcena ifitis
g made available to one or more end users in ngerla onor through
9 {a)the internet; or
o - (b) MMS or SMS,
it 3) A reference in thls Act o transmnttmg a DECLARATION or
12 material in ngerla includes causing its transmission (within the meaning of
13 sub Clause(])or 2), asthe case may be)in ngerla _
i4 Meaning of "Public lnterest" .
15 4 Forthe purposes of this Act and wﬁhout limiting the generality
16 of the expression, it is in the public lnterest todo anythmg if. the doing of that
i7 thing is necessary or expedient- .
18 (a:) iﬁ the inferest ofthe securi@ of N igeria or enSf part ofN igeria;
1% (b) o protect public health or publlc finances, or to secure public
20 safety or pubhc tranqulllty, _
21 {c) in the interest of friendly relaﬂons of Nigeria with oiher
22 counties; o
23 (d)to prevent any influence of the outcome of Va‘general election to
24 any Office; | | _ | 7
25 .7 | (e} to prevent incitement of feelifigs of enrﬁitﬁ hatred or il will
26 between dxﬁ'erent groups 6f persons; or | _
27 {f}to prevent adiminution of pubhc conﬁdence in the performance
28 a of any duty or ﬁmctlon of or in the exercise of any power by the

26 Government
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" “Short title

36. This Bilt may be cited as the Protection frorh lnternet F alsehoods

. Mampu!atlons and Other Related Matters Bill, 2019.

" EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
This Bill seeks to prevent Falsehoods and Manipulations in Internet
transmission and correspondences in Nigeria. To suppress falsehoods and

manipulations and - counter ‘the effects of such communications and

" transmissions and to sanction offenders with a view to encouraging and

»

enhancing transparency by Social Media Platforms using the internet

correspondences.
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