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ABILL
. FOR

AN ACT TO PRESCRIBE SPeCial MEASURES TO ENHANCE XVU#:—IN’S
PARTICIPATION AND REPRESENTATION IN Tue SENATE, THE HOUSE OF
R‘EPRESENTA?WES, STATE HOUSES OF ASBEMBLY AND AREA COUNCILS
OF THE FEDERAL CAPTAL TERRITORY, ABWIA AND FOR RELATED
MATTERS _ | '
Sponsored by Hon. Cluga Taiwo
| - L

BE 1T ENACTED by the Nati_e;jai Assembly of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria as follows

1. The objectives ofthis Billare as follows:

{a) Provide for women's representation in the legislative Houses in
Nigeria in accordance with the obligations in{:umbem upon Nigeria as a
State Party to the African Charter on Human and People's Rights("the
Charter™);

{b) Ensure Nigeria's compliance with the provisions of Article 9 of
ﬂae Protocol to the Cha_rter requiring State Parties to take specific positive
action to promote participative governance and the equal participation of

women in the political life of their countries through affirmative action; and

(é) Establish an appropriate legal framework, in addition to other )

measures, that will ensure women's' representation at all levels in the
legislative houses, _ .
Z. The provisions of this Bill shall apply to all political parties in
the presentation of Candidates for eleciions into: ‘
' {(a) lhefNaIiénai Assembly ofthe Federation, comprising the Senate
and the House of Representatives of the Federal ch:xubii_c of Nigeria;
{b}the Houses of Assembly; and

{¢) the Legislative Houses of the Area Councils in the Fedegal
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. the political parties shall by
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Capital Territory, Abuja.

3.-(1} in the mpduct of pnmanes for the elections referred to in
seciion 2 of this Bill, a poimcai par[y beforc submitting the list of is quai::zed
candidates o the indepmdem ‘éaiiona! Electoral Commission {m this Bill
referred toas s "the Commission™} shali ensure that all pmcesses and pm—::eéur‘:-s
for the cpn&ﬁct of primaries are cartied out fo eﬁsﬁré 'c'om';ﬁiiamc nm the
provisions of this Bill wachieve fis objectives.

{2} For the purposes of this sectior *primaries” shall

meaning ascribed to it under the Hlectoral Act
4.-{1} Where a genierai clection istobe held in the country,_ & political

pariy, in the presentation of &is fist of candidates to the Commission, shali

enswethatinthecasgofl

{2} The Senate, at feasy one candidate roni the thres Yenntorial
District of each State shall beawoinan!

() The House of Represcrtatives, at least 35% of the iutal numiber of

candidates shali be women; o T
{c}A Hcmse of Assembly. at least
candidates are w&.‘en.

(2) In complying with {hé}irdviéigﬂs ofs

2ir Cﬁﬁsfltdﬁ

the nomination of woemen candidates ame

Constimencies andthe Siate Constiiuencios.
5. Where elections are 1o be held Into an Asca Councit of the Federal
Capita! Territory, Abli_;ﬁ a political party shall csure that at least 35 percent of

the miai numbers of candidaies forthe e

ecioral wards of the Area Coune

WOomeh.

6.-{1} In furtherance of the objectives of this Bill, political partics

shall comply with the principle of non-discrimingtion under section 42 of the

‘Constitution, 1o give full sffect to'the righis of women to participate and be

represented in efective offices in Nigetia.
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i (2) The paht;cal pames shall, in the ;mpiemen{aﬂon of the
2 ﬂrev:smns of this Bﬁi ensure strict camphance 10 demecrauc pmcessc; and -
3 * procedures mthe(l‘onsﬁt!monandﬂle Electora!AcL o

4 3) The Ccmmsssmn shali momter and ensure comphance with the
5 “provisicns of this Bilf. . ' 7 ' _ |

b {4} The Comemnission shall prepare ad submit to the ?fésident and

7 the National Assembly, not later than ene{1) year afier every generél‘.

8 election, reports c_-sn the siatus of impﬁementéticn of the provisions of this

9 Bill ‘

10 7. The Commission shall make rules and issue guidelines to Power 16 make
1 | ensure the effective implementation of the provisions of this Bill and to gfigii?:ﬁsime
12 ~achieveils ﬂbj;:ctives. - _ ] ' -
13 ~ 8. inthisBill, unless the context othenwise requires: tnserprctation
14 “Con-ami‘ssitm” means the Indepf{ndem National Electoral Commission

15 established under the Electoral Act; - _

i6 "Constitution" means the Constitution of the Federal Repubhc of Nigeria (as

17 amended); - .

i8 "Electoral Act” means Electoral Act 2010-(&-: amended) or Electoral Ac for

i9 the time being in force; - .
20 "Electoral Ward® has the meaning ascnbed ot under Sf:atmn 105 of the

21 Electoral Act 2010(as amended);

22 "House of Assembly” means State House of Assembly;

23 "Legislative Houses” means the Senate, House of Representatives and

24 House of Assembly;

25 "Protocol” means the protocol of' the African Chaster on Human and Peopie's

26 Rights on Rights of Women in Africa. 7

27 “ = 9 This Bill may be cited as the Women's Representation o cpmiorn

28 Legislaiive Houses Bill, 2026.




Cc738 . Women's Réﬁreséniafiaﬁ in Legislative Houses Bill, 2020 - 2020 :
EXPLANATORY MEMURANDUM
This Bill secks to prescnbe Spcc;ai Measures  for parimpﬁii{m and
represematwrz of women i s}zﬂ Senate, House of Repfesemaiwes %imse of
Assembiy and Area Cmmcds in the Federal Capstal Temtm’y, Abuja mth

. ' appmpnate mechanism for mcmnormg compliance with the provisions of tims
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