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A BILL
FOR

AN ACT TO PROVIDE MEASURES ‘AIMED AT CREATING AND PROMOTING

COORDINATION TN YOUTH DEVELOPMENT AND FOR THAT PURPOSE . .

ESTABLISH THE NATIONAL YOUTH DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION AND FOR .
RELATED MATTERS
Sponsored by Hon, Karu Simon Elisha,
Co-Sponsors: Hon, Muda Lawai Umar.
Hon., Kabir Tbrahim Tukura
And all Members of the Young Parliametarians Forum

oﬂhe Oth Assembly .

BE IT ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal

Republicof Nigeriaas follows:. .

1.-(1) There is hereby establish the Commission to be known as the
National Youth Devetopment Commission, (in this Act referred to as the

Commission).

(2) The Fund shall be a body corporate 'with perpetual succession, ... ... 00 o

and acommon seal;

(3) May sue and be sued in its corporate name:

{4) May hold aﬁd dispose of property whether ‘movable or .

immovable.

2.-(1) The objects of the Commission are to: : _

(a) develop the Nationa! Youth Development Po!.icy a-ng#oSt_rat:gy-
for Nigeria; - | o

{b) develop guidé-lines for the imp'le:ﬁentation of an national youth
development policy and makerécommendations to the President;

{c) initiate, design,- co-'ord.inéte, eva]u.al‘e and monitor all
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Principles of

youth development

programmes aimed al integrating the youth inle the economy and society int
general; 7

(d) guide efforts and facililate econoemic participation. and
empowerment, and achievement ofeducation and training;

{e) partner and assist 61‘ganS of stale, the privafe seclor and non-
governmental organisations and community based organisations on initiatives
directed at attainment ofemp[oym.emand skills development;

(£) initiate programmes dirccted at poverty alleviation, urban and
rural development and the combating of crime, substance abuse and social
decay amongst youth; |

(g establish anaual national priority programmes in respect of youth
development;

(h) promote a uniform approacﬁ by all organs of state, the privale
sector and non-govermmental organisations, to matters relating to or invelving
youth deveiopment; and

(i) endeavowr to promote the inferest generally of the youth,
particularly young people with disabilities.

{2) Nothing containecf in this Act precludes the Commission from
dlrcclly [mplemenu ng any progt ramme or intervention aimed at ad.ﬁanci_ng its
objects in terms of this Acl.

3. Youth developmeit interventions and programmes must be ngided
by the following principles- .

(a) lccognmon of th, manner in wh ichyouth has ben.n aFﬁacLed by the
imbalances of the past and the need Lo redress these imbalances through more
equitable policies, prog'ranmws and the allpcation of resources; gender,
disabi[ity, the 1mpact of sex15m 'll’ld the parllcular circumstances of young
wemen are recognised;

() creauon of an anmnmmt which supports the continued
dcvelopm ent and leaining of youth l

’ {d) promotlon ofyouth's participation in:
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1 (iy democratic processes;
2 {iiy comemunity and civic decision-making; and
3 (iil) developmentatall levels;
4 (e) recognition of youth development as an important mandate;
5 (f) responsiveness to the needs, aspirations and chalienges of youth
6 Inarealistic and participatory ma.nncr;
7 {g) recognition of the importance of cultural and spiritual diversity
8 as a basis for youth development; |
9 (h) prgmotion of the vaiue of sustainability in order Lo ensure that
10 the needs of yeuth are met withoul compromising the ability of future
I generations to meet their own needs;
12 (i) recognition in youth development initiatives of the peculiar
13 needs of rural youth; and
14 (j) transparency, accountability and accessibility.
15 4.-(1) The Commission must, in order to achieve its objects; " Funetions of
Commission
16 (a) establish competencies and capabilities in its operations
17 including the following functional areas:
18 (i).NalionaI Youth Service and Social Cohesion;
9 (it) Economic Participation,
20. (i) Policy, Research and Development;
21 (ivy Governance, Training and Development; .
22 {v) Youth Advisory and [nformation Services; and
23 (vi) Nﬁtional Youth Fund;.
24 (b) establish offices of the Commission at States and local levels
25 and appoint the necessary personnel (o those offices.
26 (2) The Commission may, in order to achieve ifs objects:
27 (a} carry out-or cause to be carried; oul any investigalion that it
28 deems necessary;
29 (b) consider such recqmmeude-ltions, suggestions and requests
C 30 concerning youth affaivs as it may receive from any source; or
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*(¢) cohduct or cause Lo be conducted such research as it may deem

[
2 'neceséary.
3 (3) The Com missi‘on must, for purposes of subsection (3) and within
4 its available resources, amongst others: ]
5 (a) provide career guidance sérvicés; ____
6 (b) provide acéess to information regarding pfoducts and services of
7 the National Youth Fund;
g - (c) create and administer databases of emphayment opportunities;
9 (d) provide financial assisfance (o youths to enable them to further
10 - theircareers; ' -
i - ¢ (¢) provide financial sssistance to small, micro and .mediun1
12 enterprises, and cooperatives owned by youth;
. 13 H pl‘bvide monitering _s_erviceé aimed at empowering youths in the

14 economy,
15 « (g) provide bridging programmes for yout’hé to facilitate the transition
iG . from school.or training to the work environment; .
17 (h) .provide training regarding the concepts and principles of

18 entrepreneurship and business to youths;
19 (i) provide training relatihg {o the personal development of youths;
20 () provide training and guidance 1elatmg to the establ:shmg and
21 7 managing of busmesses fot youths;
22 (k) provude traitring for unemployed youths to enhance their life and
23 pr6 fessional skills which would enable them to be integratéd into the economy;
247 (1) provide ’oﬁ-pOrtuniticS‘:fdr ti‘ainin_g; that will promete service to
235 pommunities and thenation al hrge and
26 . o (m} provite such other selvicésas may be necessary to achieve the
27 ‘aim Gontemplaredin s’ubééctioﬁ )N |

Reporting by 28 5.-(1) Tlu, CO]Tlmle]Oﬂ must, wu“y three (3) yecus submit to the

Commission
39 - President areportor Lhe status ofyouth.

3
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2020

-] (2) The Commission must annually submit to the President a report

2 on:

3 (i) the progress on Lhe implementation ofthis Act;

4 (i) the financial status nfthe Commission; and

5 {iii) any other ma[tel elatmg to youth dcvelopment

6 (3)The Pres_ldent must table reports ref“erred toIn subsection (Mto

7 the National Assembly within areasonable (ime,

8 6.-(1) Federal and state depariments must; : . Role of Federal

9 ‘ (a) take national priorities in respect of youth development into ﬁgfngﬁff{if gﬁ?b

' . ‘ ' civil society

10 accountin planningtheiractivilies;and : gjfmlsgélgeﬂ]i ;:ﬂem

I (b} submit, in the prescribed manner, annual reports to the _ '

12 Commission regarding their in_lp!emcnta'tiou of youth development = S

13 priorities. _ ' Pt ]

i4 (2) The (“omm]ssnon must publishi‘a Fport afler it has been tabled” o

15 mLheNauonalAssemhI ‘ B

16 {3) The Commission niustlobby cohlpauies and close corporations

17 whwh emp]oy more than twenty (20) employees, and civil society

18 or gamsqtlons ta implement youth development priorities established by 1t

19 T.-(1yThere is hereby E:SL'][)[IS hed forthe nmndg,ememof theaffairs  contrat and

' management

20 of the Commlssmn a govunmg Board (in this Act referred to as "the  of the Commission
24 Board") which shall, subject to this Act, have general contrel of the

22 éommiss_ion.

23 | (2) The Board shall congist of:

24 (_ar) chairman; _ .

25 (b) 6 othermembers refnrésenting the six geopolitical zones; and

26 (¢) One representative each ofthe f‘oI‘lowmg T‘ederal Ministries and '

27 ‘ bodzes (notbeiowtherankofadnrecto;)that e e

28 (1) Youths development; .

29 (ii) Finance;

30 (iii)édlucatipn;_ ‘
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(1v)employment, labourand productivity;

(v) health; A

(vi)National Youth Service C arps;

(vii) Organised Private Sector;

{viii) Civil Society Organisation;

(d)the Executive Director ofthe Commission,

(3)The Chairman and other members of the Board shall:

{a) be éppointed by the President subject to the confirmation of the
Senate;

{(b) be persons with proven integrity. '

(1) The supplementary provisions contained in ﬂw Scheduie to this
Act shall have effect with respect to the proceedings of the Board and other
matters mentioned therein, ’

Y 8,-(1) The members of the Board app'ointed undersection2 (2} (a) and
(b) of this Act shall hold office for a period of 4 years in the first instance and
may be eligible for reappointment fora further period of 4 yearsandno more.

(2} The members of the Board shall be paid such remuneration and
allowances as the Revenue Mobilization Allocation and Fiscal Commission
may, fromtime to fime, determine.

(3} A member of the Board other than an ex officio member may
resign his appointment by a ﬁo(‘ice in writing under his hand, addressed to the
Minister and which resi gﬁation shalltake effect only upon acknowledgment by
the Minister.

9.-{1)A member of the Board shall c;-q;{se fn hold office if:

{a)he becomes of unsound mind;

{(b}he b'ec.oﬁws bankrupt or makes a compromise with his creditors;

‘(cyheis convicted of'a felony or of'any offence involving dishonersty;

(d) he is guilty of serious misconduct in relation to his duties.

(2} A member of the Board may be removed from office by the

President, if, he is satisfied that it is not in the interest of the Fund or the interest
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1 of the public that the member should continue in.office.

2 (3) Where a vacancy occurs in the membership of the Board, it -

3 shall be filled by the appointment of a successor to hold office for the .

4 remainder of the term of office of his predecessor, so however that the

3 successor shall represent the same interest and shall be appointed by the

6 President. V |

7 10.-(1) The Board may cstablish Commitiees, inctuding the: Clommittees of
8 (a) Executive Management Comm ittee; Bﬂzlrd

9. (b) Credit Risk Cominiteee; - 4

10 (¢) Human Resource and Remuneration Committee; -

11 | (d)Audift _Co‘mmittee;ar}d

12 (c) Development C_on_*:mittee to assist in the perfbrmancc. of its . e
13 functions, L & 7 7

i4 (2) The Board must determine the composition, rules and

15 procedures of committees established in terms of this section,

16 (3) The Board may invite persons Who are not members of the

17 Board to serve on any of its committees, but such persons may not be

18 appointed as chairpersons of such committees.

19 {4) The Board may dissolve or reconstitute a commitiee as is. -

20 necessary, ' - | ST
21 | (5) Any decision taken by a éplnlnitt(—:@‘\;‘sLab-lished under this

22 section must be ratified by the Board. |

23 . PART Il - STAFF OF-THE COMMISéloN

24 11.-(1) There shall be appointed for fh‘ee Fund an Bxecutive Director Appointment of
25 who shall be appointed by the ].’residenl on the recommendation of the - gEt?wnvc Direter
26 Minister. ' | o o

27 | (2) The Executive Director shall subject to the general controf of

28 t[r;e Board; . _

29 {a) be responsible for the implementation of the decisions of the

30 Board and the day to day administration of the affairs of the Fu nd;
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Other ST of
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Staff regulations
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(b} be responsibie for keeping proper records of the proceedings of
the Board; and : o

(c} be the head of the Board | s secretariatand be responsible for the
administration thereof and the direéli@w and control of all other employees of
the Commission with the approval of the Board.

(3) The' Executive Director shall hald office for such period oftime as
may be determined by his or her letter of appointment, ‘

| 12.(1) The Board shall have power 10.a.ppofm. either on transfer or on
secondment from any public service in ‘the Federation, suc]{‘ number of
employees as may, in the opinion of the Board, be required (o assist the ﬁund in
the discharge of any of its functions under this Act; and shatl have power to pay
0 persons 50 employed such remuneration (including allowances) as the
Board may, from ime to time, determine.

(2) The terms and conditions of ser vice (including terms 1nd
COH(II[IOHS as lo remuneration, allowance, pensions, gratull es and other
benefits) of the person employed by the Commission shall be as delermined by
the Board from time to time.

lB.-(Ij The Boalrd méy, subject fo the provisions of this Act, make
staff regulations relatmg general]y to the conditions of service of the
emponees of the Commission and without prqudme to Lhe generality of the
foregoing » such regulations may provide for: ‘

(a) the appointment, promotion and dlscxplmary comml {including
dismissai) of employees ofthe Fund; and

(b) 2p) seals by such employees against dismissai or other disciplinary
measures and unL]I such 1egufatlons are made, any instrument relating to the
conditions of service of officers tn the Civil Service of the ]’ederatlon shall be
applicable, with such modifications as may be necessary, to the employees of
the Fund, ' _ B

_ (2) Staft regulations made under subseclmn (1) of this SGCUOH shali

nal have effect untilappr oved by the Pr631dent
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[ 14. 1t is hereby declared that service in the Commissien shall be  pensions
2 public service for the purposes of the Pension; Reform Act 2004 and,
3 accordingly, officers and othel_' persons empldyed in the Fund shali, in
4 respect of their service in the Fund, be entitled to pension, gratuities and .
3 other retirement benefits as are prescribed there under, so however that
.6 nothing in this Act shali prevent the appointment of a person to any office on
7 terms which preciude the gmht of 2 pension or gratuity in respect of that
8 olfice.
9 15.-(1) The funds of the Commission consist of: Funding and
P Investments
[0 (a) money appropriated by the National Assembly; -
i1 {b) intereston investnﬁents ofthe Commission; .
12 (¢) money law f’!;llly received from any other source; and .
13 (d) donations and con-tributioﬁs lawfully received by the
i4 Commission from any other source,
5 (2) The Commission may invest any of its funds not immediately
16 required:
17 (a) subject to any investment pol icy
(8 (b) in such manner as may be approved by the Minister of Finance.
19 16. The Board 'sh;lll not later than 31st October submit 1o the  Annual Estimate
20 National Assembly an estimate ol ils expenditure and income during the
21 nextsucceeding year.
22 17.-(1) The Board may accept gifls of land, money or other  Power ta accept
23 propetty Llpon such terms and conditions, if any, as may be speciﬁed by the B
24 person or organisation making the gitl. .
25 (2) The Board shall not accept any-gill if the condition attached by
26 the person of organisation making the-gilt are inéonsistent with the
27 objectives of the Fund underthis Act. ' .
28 18. The Board shall be exempted from the payment of income tax  Exemption
29 on any income accruing from invésu'ncnl's,made by the Board or otherwise rom
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19.-(1) The Board shall cause (o be prepared not later than 30
September in each year an estimate of the expenditure and income of the Fund
during the next succeeding year and
when prepared, they shall be submitted to the Minister.

. (2) The Board shall cause o be kept proper accounts of the Fund and

proper records in relation thereto and when certified by the Board, -such
accounts shall be audited by auditors appointed by the Board from the list and
in accordance with the guidelines supplied by the Auditor General for the
Federation, , _

20, The Board shall not later than three 11_1_01'1th$ before the end of each
year. submit to the National Assembly a report on the activities and the
administration of the Board in relation to the Fund during the immediately

- preceding year and shall include insuch reports the auditor’s report thergon,

21, The President may, after consuliation with the Board, make
regulations regarding; _

(a)any matter which in terms ofthis Act mayor must be prescribed;

(b) any action in order to promote compliance with this Act; and

(c) any ancillary or incidental administrative or progedural matter that
it is necessary (o preseribe for the proper implementation or administration of
thisAct, . _

22, In.this Act, unlessthe contextotherwise indica_tes:r _
"Commission" means the . National Youth ,D_eyelopnjent Commission
established by section 2; ‘ | _

"Board" means the Board of the Commission rei’erred_ Lo in section 8; _
"National Youth Development Policy" means the National Youth
. Development Policy referred toinsection 3(a); o . _
"Financial Year" means the period.from 1 st April in any year to 3 Ist March in

the nextyear; _
"Members" means amember of the Board appoipted in terms of sectj011 9;

"Prescribed" means prescribed by regulation interms of section 19;
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"Regulation” means any regulation made in terms of section 19;
"This Act" includes any regulatios promulgated in termsior this Act;

"Youth" means persons betweentileages of 14and 35.

23. This Bill may be cited as the National Youth Development  cimtion

Commissicn Bill, 2020.
SCHEDULE
Section 2 (4)
SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS R.ELAT‘ING To THE BoARD
Proceedings of the Board

1.-(1) Subject to this Act and Section 27 of the Interpretation Act,

the Board may make standing orclers regulating its procegdings or thosg.of

any of its commilices, S il
(Cap. 123.)

(2} The quorum ofthe Board shall be the chairman and seven other

- members and the quorum 'Of any comumitiee shall be determined by the

Board.
2.-(1) The shall Board meet not less than two times In each year and

subject thereto, the Board shall meet whenever it is summoned by the

Chairman; and if the Chairman is required to do so by notice given to him by .

not less than four other members, he shall summon a meeting of the Board,
to be held within fourteen days from the date on which the notice is given.

(2) Atany meeting of the Board, the Chairman shall preside but if
he is absent, the members present at the meeting shall appoint-one of thejr
numbers to preside at that meeting,

(3) Where: the Board desires (o oblain the advice of any personona
particular matter the Board may co cpt him to the Board for such period as it
thinks fit; but a person who is in attendance by virtue of this subparagraph
shall not be entitled to vote at any meeting of the Board and shali not count

towardsa quorwm.
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Comumitiees

3~(1) The Board may appoint one ormore committees fo carry out, on
behalfofthe Board some of its functions as the Board may determine.

(2) A committee appointed under this paragraph shall consist of such
number of persens (nol necessariiy members of the Board) as may be
determined by the Board; and a person other than a member of the Board shal
haold office on the committee in accordance with [he terms of his appointment,

(3) A decision of a commiitee of the Board shall be of no effect unil it
is confirmed by the Board.

Miscellaneous

4.-(1) The fixing of the seal of the Commission shall be authenticated
by the signature of the chairman or of any other person authorized genel'ally‘m'
specially to act for that purpose by the Roard.

(2} Any contract or instrument which, if made or executed by a person
notbeing a body ¢orparate, would not be required to be under seal may be made
or exeeuted on behall of  the Commissien by the chairman or any person
generally or specially authorized to act for that purpose by the Board.

(3) Any document purporting (o be a document duly executed under
the seal of the Commission shall be received in evidence and shall; unless and
until the contrary is proved, be presumed to be so executed.

5. The validity of any proceeding of the Board or of a Committee
thereolshall not be adversely affecled by any vacancy in the membership ofthe
Board or Committee, or by any defect in the appointment of a member of the
Board or of a Committee, or by reason that a person not entitled to do 50 took
partin the proceedings of the Board or Committees.

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
This Bill seeks to provide measures aimed at creating and promoting
coordination in Yoyths in Nigeria and develop guidelines for the
implementation of Nalional Youth Development Policy and make

recommendations to the President.




