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A BILL
FOR

AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NATIONAL CONVICT
AND CRIMINAL RECORDS REGISTRY AND FOR RELATED MATTERS, 2020
Sponsored by Hon. Namdas Abdulrazak Sa'ad
| o

ENACTED by the National Aésembly of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria- _

PART | - ESTABLISHMENT, ETC, OF THE NATIONAL CONVICT AND
CRIMINAL RECORDS REGISTRY, ETC.

1. There is hereby established a body to be known as the National
Convict and Criminal Records Registry (in this Bill referred to as "The
Registry™).

(2} The Registry shall be a body corporate with perpetual
succession and a common seal and may sue and be sued in its corporate
name.

2, The objectives of the Registry shall be to -

{(a) provide a central record of information of personé convicted of
criminal offences whether in Nigeria orin other countries;

(b) Jiaise with and demand from the various courts in Nigeria
vested with criminal jurisdiction, information and records of persons
convicted of criminal offences;' '

(c) liaise with and demand from the Prison Authorities and other
remand homes and centres, information and records of persons serving or
have served any term of imprisonment aé convicts; . '

(d} liaise with and demand from Nigerian missions abroad, police
authorities and such other relevant institutions, information and records

relating to Nigerians that have been convicted of criminal offences in other
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countries or are serving or have served any term imprisonment in such
countries;

(e) formulate, initiate and implement such policies, programmes and
meaéu_res that will enhance information and record-keeping or nersons
convicted of criminal offences with a view to having and maintaining an
efficient and reliable data-base system of criminal records in Nigeria;

(D) do anything which in its opinion may advance the objects for |
which the registry is set up, |

3.-(1) There is hereby established a board to be known as the
management Board for the Registry which shall, subject to this Rill, have
general control of the Registry.

(2) The Management Board shall consist of-

(a) Chairman, who shall be retired High Court Judge;

(b} one representative each 'of the following-

(i} the Federal Ministry of Justice;

(ii) the Federal l\:dinistry of Interior

(iii) Inspector-General of Police or his nominee not below the rank of
a Commissioner of Police;

_ (iv) Comptroller-General of Prisons or his nominee not below the
rank of an Assistant Comptroller of Prison,
| {v) Nigerian Bar Association;

(vi) six other members appointed from each of the six geo-political
zone in the country with relevant public service or professional experience; and

(vii} the representative of the State Security Service.

(3) The Chairman and other members shall be appointed by the
President subject to the confirmation of the National Assembly.

4.-(1) Subject to the provisions of this section, a member of the Board
shall hold office for four years and shall be eligible for re-appointment for

another fouryears except if appointed on zonal. basis under section 3 (2) (vi) of

;
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| this Bill in which case the appointment shall terminate at the end of the first
2 four years. '
3 “ (2) Notwithstanding the ]Srovisions of subsection (1} of this section,
4 -the President may at any time remove a member of the Board, if the
| 5 President is of the opi?ion that it is not in the national interest or the interest
6  of the Board for member to contiﬁue in office. and shall notify the member in
7 - writing to that effect,
8 (3) Any member may, in writing under his hand addressed to the
9 President atany time, resign his appoititments,
10 (4) The office of amember of the Board shall become vacant if-
1 | (a) the period of his appointment has expired;
12 (b) he is guilty of misconduct in his office as a member and a
13 resolution of the Board approves the termination of his membership; and
14 (c) he dies, resiéns orhe is removed from office,
15 5. Soon after ihetnfﬁce ofa member becomes vacant, the authority Vacaney of office
16 . by whom he was appointed shall appoint another person in his place in ot member
17 . accordance with the provisions of this Bill. | |
18 6. Members of the Board shall be paid out of the moneys at the  Remuneration
. * and allowances
19 disposal of the Board such remunerations and allowances the Board shall fix :then;acﬁ?;rs of
20 subject to the approval of the Revenue Mobilization and Allocation
21 Commission. 7
22 7. The provisions contained in the schedule Lo.this Bill shall have  procedure of the
23 effect with respect to the proceedings of the Board aﬁd other matters o
24 contained t:herein. -
25 PART Il - FUNCTIONS AND POWERS OF THE REGISTRY
26 8. The Regisily shall- . Functions and
27 (a) develop and evolve an efficient and reliable database of f’fﬁ?’;ﬁorthc
28 criminal records and information of persons convicted of criminal offences o
20 in and outside Nigeria; |

30 (b) create a central National register and documentation system
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1 capable of receiving and storing information and records relaﬁng to all persons
2 - convicted in Nigeria or anywhere inthe world of criminal offences.and/or have
3 served or are serving any term of’ -i'mprisonment whetherin or outside Nigeria,
4 ~ {c) promote and updertake researc;h programmes that will enhance its
5 functions generally;
6 S {d) ci‘eéte and maintain office: in each state of the Federation and the
7 Federal Capital Territory of Abuja and in such other piaces to assist facilitate or
8 ° enhance s performance of the task of ensuring th:atv there exists an efficient,
functional and reliable decumentation and record -keeping procedures of
10  criminalrecords and information in the country;
11 {e) liaise.and collaborate with all relevant Institutions () acql.llire and
12 . holdmovable and immovable propetties; 7 | _‘
13 L) c:h'arg-e:audmecéive fees-and other:payments forservices 1'endel'ed
14 tothepublic; -+ . i s e s e
15 - (hY-recgive.-or. accept- gifts: from!egawmments and other bodies
16 whether>in cash ot kind: thét.may:enablc it to efficiently and 'effective,ly
[7  dischargeits functions in the National interest; and . feeo o
18 <o (1) do or cause to be.done anything.whiﬁh'in‘its opinion may advance
19 . the objects for which the Registrywas setup. <. 1. 10 o s il i
l’::)e‘:\;leget; co-opt 20 i+ v %e(1}The Boardmay, from time totime, co-opt any person‘or'fr-ersons
21 not exceeding two in number, to assist the Registry to carry out ilic objects for
22 which il"Was.setup_under.th;is.léill.. e
23 S (2 Any-person co-opted unden subsection (ri):t;yf thig:section, may take
24 ‘part in'‘the deliberation of the Board butshall not be deemed:a n‘-ember.fbr the
“25 - purposéof véting atameeting or fesmiinga quorum, - .
" Appbinmment, 26 "10.-{1) There shall be a Registrar-who-shall be appointed by the
Eggg{f?fe " 27 ‘President on the reconiniendation of the Minister:. e R -
L2 iR (3) The Registrar shall be -a retired 'Poli_ce/M:iiita-ry-:(‘)ﬁﬂce and ﬁof
g tebtowithe rank of Commissionér/Colone! and:judicial officer of the rank of
3030 Rk GoartJudger -t .
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1 Wi (l3) The Board shall not exercise any disciplinary control over the -
2 Régistra’rwithoutfhe approval of the Mlilliéter. -

3 (4) Subject to the provisions: of this Bill.and the control of the

| 4 Board over matters affecting the.ﬁ;;nce of the “Registry.'the Regiétrar shall
5 be the Chief Executive of the Registry and shall bé charged with the general
6 responsibility for the day to-day running and the management of the affairs
7 af the Registry and in particular shall- -

8 (a) be charged with the execution of the pplicies and decisions of
9 the Board; ¢ + - |

10 (b} keeping properrecords of proceedings of the Board; and. .

11 | (¢) the direction and control of Iall otheremployees.

12 (5) The Registrar shall hold office-

13 (a).Fér aterm of 5 years and no more; and

14 ) {b) On such terms a.nd cond-itiqns as to emajuments and otherwise
15 asmay be specified in his letter of appointment. | _

]6‘ (6) Without prejudice to the provisions of subsection (1).of this
17 section, the Board inay appoint persons as employees of the Registry gither

18 by way of transfer or secondment from any ofthe public service of the States

19 - orofthepublicservice of the Federation, may alsoappoint qualiﬂed.persons
20 ‘as employess of the Registry from the public. - . '

21 (%) Service in the Registry shall be approved service for the
22 purposes of the Pensions Reform Act and the employees of the Registry ‘
23 “ghall be ‘entitled to pensions, gratuities and other. retirement benefit as
24 prescribed in the Act.

25 . 11.-(1) The Registry ‘shall ¢stablish and-maintain a fund from Fund e
26 which shall be defrayed all expenditure incurred by the Registry. e
27 (2) There shaii.be paid aﬁd erédited to the fund-in pursuance of
28 s:ection(})of this section-- - : i

29 (a) ai.l moneys as my be granted to the Registry by the Federal
30
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(b)altmonies accruing t.o the Registry by any means including grants-
in-aid, endowments and donations; and

(c) él_l charges, clues, fees or amounts collected and received by the
Registry, .

(3)All sums of money received by the.Registry as accruing to it, shall
be paid into the Central Bank of Nigeria for the credit of the Registry.

12.-(1) The Registry shall keep proper accounts and shall cause to be
prepared in each year; '

(a) a statement showing the income and expenditure of the Registry

forthe immediately preceding year; and

(b} a statement of the assets and liabilities of the Registry as at the last
day of the immediately preceding year.

{2) The Registry shall cause every statement prepared undclﬂ~ this
section to be audited within six months after the end of the year t¢ which
statement relates by auditors appointed from the list and in accordance with the
guidelines supplied by the Auditor-General of the Federation.

13. The B.oard shall cause to be prepared not later than 1st September
in each year, an estimate of the expenditure necessary to carry out the
programmé approved by the Board for the next succeeding year and shall not
later than 31st October in each year submit to the President an estimate of
expenditure and that of its income duging the next succeeding year,

14. The Registry shall prepare and submit to the President once every
year areport on the activities of the Registry during the immediately précéding
year and shall include in the report a copy of the audited accounts of the
R;gistry for that year and of the auditor's report thereon, o

15.-() The Reg'istry shall upon an application made to it by any
person, issue or cause to be issued a clearance certificate stating among other
things, that the applicant is not a convict and is not serving nor has served any
term of imprisomﬁ entnor been indicted for a criminal offence for which he was

found guilty and convicted either in Nigeria orin any other country.
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(2) Any application made pursua;nt to the provision of subsection
(1) of this section, shall ﬁs far as practicable, be accorded expeditious
consideration and shatl be within a pe}‘iod not exceeding fourteen wori(ing
days, o

{3) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in any othier Law and
subject to the provisions of this Bill, every person seeking election into any
public office in Nigeria or seeking employment in the P;.lblic service of the
Federation or of any stafe, shall apply for a clearance ‘certiﬁcate pursuant to
the provisions of subsect’>n (1) of th is section.

(4) Non-compli vice with the provisions of subsectlon {3) of this
section shall mvalldate the election or employment of any person affected

by the provisions of this Bill.

(5) It shall be lawful for the Registry to impose and collect fees and '

other charges for services rendered in accordance with the provisions of this

Bill and in accordance with the r'egu]atibns made by the Board pres‘cfi'bing
such fees and charges.

(6) Any regulations made under subsectlon (5) of this section shall
be pubhshed inthe Federal Gazette.

16 In this Bill, unless the context otherwise requires-

"Board" means the management Board of the National Convict and,

Criminal Records Regkstry estabhshed under sectlon 3 (L) of this Bill;

"Registry” means the National Convict and Criminal Records Registry
gistry , ‘

established undersection | (1} ofthis Bill;
" Chairman" m.e@ns the Chairman of the Management Board;
"Member" means a member of the Management Board-and includes the

chairman,

"Registrar” means the Registrar of the Registry appointed under section 9 (1)

of this Bill.

"President" means the President of the Fedieral Republic of Nigeria;

Interpretation

"Minister" means the Minister charged with the responsibility for matters-

‘

&
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1 h relating to the Federal anistry of Interior;
2. "Power" inciudes duties.and functions. '
Citation C 3 i7. Th;s Bill may be cited as the National Conwct and Cr:mmai

4 - Records (Registry) Bill, 2020, _
5 , Schedule
6 _ Section 3 (3)
7. * 1. Subject to this Bill and section 27 of the interpretation Act, the
8 'Bo'ard may riake standing orders regulating the proceedings of the Beaid and
9 any commlttee thereof. (Cap 123). .
10 . 2, Every meeting of the Board shall be presided over by the Chairman

‘11 and if the Chairman is unable 1o aitend a particular meeting, the members
12 presentatthe meeting shall elect one of their number to preside at the meeting,
13 3. The quorum at a meeting of the Board shall consist of the chairman
14 '(or in an appropriate -case, the person presndmg at the meetmg pursuant to
15 paragraph2 ofthis Schedule) and six ather membcrs '
16 - 4, The Board may, on any ‘special occasion, co- opt any person to bea
17 member for. as many meetings as may be necessary, any that person wh:le 50
18  co-opted shail have all the rights and privileges of a member, except that he
19" shallnotbe entiﬂed to v;)te‘or count towards a quorum, . - .
20 | | y Commitiees -
21 75.-(1) Subject to its standin_g. orders, the ﬁoard may .appoint such
22 number of standing and ad hdc-éommittees as 1t thinks fit to consider and report
23 . on e;ny matter with which the Registry is concérned |

: 24 | (2) every committee appointed under the provisions of subpau dgraph
25 (1) ofthis paragraph shal] be presided over by a member of the Board and shall
26 - bemade up of such number of persons, not necessarily members of the Board,
27 . asthe Board ngay determine in each case,
28 6. The decision of a committee shall. be of no effect until it is
29 confirmed by the Board.
30 7. The fixing of the seal of the Registry shal] be authenticated bylthe
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1 signature of the Chafrman and of the Registrar of the Registry or such other
2 member authorized generally or specifically by the Board to act for that
3 purpose. )
4 8. A contract or an instrument which, if made by a person not
5 beinga body corporate, would not be required to be under séal, may be made
6 or executed on behalf of the Registry by the Registrar or by any other persen
7 authorized generally or specifically by the Board to act for that purpose.

8 9. A document purperting to be a contract, an instrument-or o&her
9 document signed or scpled on behalf ofithe Registry éhal] be received in
10 evidence and, unless thy contrary is provad; be presumed without further .,
11 proof, td Have been sosigned orsealed,. . -
12 10, The validity of a proceeding of the Board or of a committee
13 thereof shall not be adversely aﬁ."ected—

14 (a) by a vacancy in the membershlip ofthe Board;

15 (b) by a defect in the appointment of a member of the Board or
16 committee; or ‘ .

17 (c) by reason that a person not entitled to do so took part in the
18 proceeding. ‘

19 11.. A member of the Board or committee who has a personal

20 interest in a contract or an arrangement entered into or proposed to be
21 considered by the Board or committee shall forthwith digclose his interest to
22 the Board or committee and shall not vote on any question relating to the
23 contract or arrangement,

EXPLANATORY NOTE
This Bill seeks to establish a National Convict- and C_rimiﬁal_. Records
{Registry) Act to pré)vide for the establishment of a National registry with
regard to the collation and storage of criminal information and records for

the country.







