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[HB. 675]

A BILL
FOR

AN ACT, TO PRESERVE THE SANCTITY AND AUTHORITY OF COURT AS A
SACRED INSTITUTION IN ORDER TO EFFECTIVELY DISCHARGE ITS FUNCTIONS
AND EXERCISE THE JUDICIAL POWERS CONFERRED ON IT UNDER THE
CONSTITUTION OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC 0OF NIGERIA AND OTHER
STATUTES; AND FOR (*THER RELATED MATTERS

Spc wsored by Hon, Onrofiok Akpan Luke

[ ]
ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria- ' '
1 1. No criminal or civil p-roceeding shall be instituted against a
2 judicial officer or officer of court in re‘spect of words spoken or written at the
3 sitting or proceedings of court. - _ _
4 2.-(1) Bvery court order and deeision shall be binding on all
| 5 persons, authorities and government,

6 {2} A persan who fails, refuses or ignares court orders or decisions
7 commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a term of at least five years
3 imprisonment,
9 (3) The Attorney General of the Federation and Attorneys General
10 of States shall ensure that court orders and decisions are complied with, |
11 3.-(1) No judicial officer, officer of court or any person shall be
12 arrested in court or ils premises.
13 (2)Nowarrant of arrest shall be executed in court o its premises,
14 . (3) Notwithstanding anything contained in subsections (1) and (2),
15 ajudicial 6fﬁcer in charge of court may:
16 (a) order for an arrest of person who commits crime in court or its
17 premises; or

18 (b) permit the execution of warrant of arrest on any person that is
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¢ 1 in court or its premises.
Punjshment for 2 4, A person who arrests or executes warrant of arrest in court or its
arrgét in court
or its premises 3 premises withou first seeking and obtaining the permission of a judicial officer
4 in charge of the court commits an offence and is liable on convictionto a fine of
5 atleastN500,000 or term of at least one year imprisonment or both.
Obstruction of 6 5 A Judicial officer or officer of coust shall not be obstructed or
a judicial officer ’ _ :
orofficerofcourt 7 hindered from entering or leaving chambers, court or its premises.
Offences against & 6.-(1) No person shall- ' ;
obs}ructiun of
judicial officer 9 _ (a) hinder or obstruct the movement of a judicial officer or oﬂ'cer of
or officer of court
10 court into court premises, courtroomm or chambers,;
11 (5) hinder a judicial officer or officer of court from performing his
12 judicial, administrative or legal functions;
13 (c) assault a judicial officer or officer of court in the course of
14 performing his judicial, administrative or legal functions or incites any other
15 person so as to assault a judicial officer or officer of court or any person
16 assistinga ]udlmal officer or officer of court;
17 (d) interfere or disabey the order made by ajudwlal officer ar olTicer
18 ofcourt performing his judicial, admlmsh ative or legal functions; or
197 (¢) disturb or disrupt court proceedings or cause disturbance in and
20  around court premises.
21 (2) Any person who does any of the acts mentioned in subsection 1
92 commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine of at least N1, 000, 000
23 oraterm ofat least five years imprisonmentor boih.
Bribery of judicial 24 7.-(1) No person shall-
officer or officer
of court 25 (a) give, offer or promise a judicial officer or officer of court bribe,
26 cqmpensation, reward or benefit of any kind to influence judgment, ruling,
27  decision orany pending app!ication or matter helore a court; or
28 (b) thre”ltcn to make use of 10rce, v1olence restlamt or inflict any
29 111_|u1y or damage on ajudmal officer or oﬂlcel of court to compel, force or
30

induce the doing of 1av0ur inany appllcatlon or matter beforea court,
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I (2) A person who does any of the acts mentioned in subsection |
2 commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine of at least
3 N1,000,000 ora term of at least two years imprisonment or twao.
4 8. A judicial officer or officer of court who accepts or agrees o Acceptance of
bribc by judicial
5 accept bribe or attempts to obtain for himself or for other person any bribe, g}*l;‘ilr”” officer
6 compensation, reward or benefit of any kind for influencing judgment,
7 ruling, decision, pending application or matter commits an offenre and is
8 hable on conviction to a fine of at least N2,000,000 or a term of at feast two
9 years imprisonment or both,
10 9. Any person who knowingly uses or attempts to pass off any  Obuining
employment into
11 forged or faiqe certificate, character, letier, or other document lox the  Benchby fruud
12 purpose ofobtammg employutent into the Bench, or who on applymg for
13 employment, makes any false answer to any question which is put to him by
14 an interviewer, comniits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine of at
15 least N2, 000, 000 or a term of at least two years imprisonment or both and
16 shall refund all salaries and allowances received in the course of his
17 employment.
18 10. A person not being a judicial officer who puts on or ASSUMES  Impersonation
) . . ‘ o o o of judicial officer
19 either in whole or in part, the dress, name, title or description of any judicial
20 officer or in any way pretends to be a judicial officer, for the purpose of
21 ~ obtaining favour, benefit, gain or advantage, commits an offence and is
22 liable on conviction to a fine ol at least NS00, 000 or a term of at least one
23 year imprisonment or both,
24 11. A person who falsely represenls or reports proceedings o  False report of
court proceedings
25 cowrt or publish a false statement with intent to scandalise or defame (he
26 court, judicial officer or officer of court commits an offence and is tiable on
27 conviction to a fine of at teast N300, 000 or a term of at least I year
28 imprisenment or both,
29 12. Any officer of court or person who discloses a judgment or  Disclosure of
‘ ‘ court judgment
30 ruling of court of law or tribunal for or without reward which is yetlo be
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delivered commits an offence and is liable ta conviction to a fine of at least
N1,000, 000 or a term of at least one year imprisonment or both,

13, Ajudicial officer may, with or without warrant of arrest, order an
arrest or arrest any person:

(a) who commits an offence against the provisions of this I3ill; or

(b) within the chambers, courl or its premises whom he reasonably
suspects ofhaving comimnitted an offence against the provisions of this Bill,

14. A judicial officer may at any time order for the removal of a
stranger or any person from court orits premises.

15, Inthis Bill-
"chambers” means the office of a judicial officer within the court premises;
"court" means a court of law or tribunal established under the Constitution of
the Federal Republic of Nigeria or created by statute;
"judicial officer" includes juslices, judges, magistrates or grand khandis orany
judicial officer presiding over any court or tribunal established under the
Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria or created by statute,
"officer of court" includes legal practitioners, assistant to judicial officers,
court registrar, court clerk, sheriff, baitiff or any other officer assisting court or
judicial officer in the discharge of any function;
"premises" includes chambers, courtroom, the offices of a court, the entire
building in which a court is situated and any forecourt, yard, garden, enclosure
or open space adjoining or appertaining to court.

16, This Bill may be cited as the Courts Sanctity (Preservation) Bill,
2026, ‘

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

This Bill seeks to preserve the sanctity and authority of court as a sacred
institution in order lo cffectively cl.is;chargc its functions and exercise the
judicial powers conferred on it under the Constitution of the Federal Republic

of Nigeria and other statutes.



