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° A BILL
FOR

AN ACT TO BESTABLISH THE FEDERAL COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURAL

TECHNOLOGY OTUN EKIT! TC PROVIDE FULL- TIME COURSES IN

AGR_ICULTURAL TECHNOLOGY APPLIED SCIENCE M.ANAGEMENT AND CTHER

‘FIELDS CF STUDIES AND TO MAKE PROVISIONS FOR THE GENERAL

ADMINISTRATION OF THE COLLEGE; ANDFOR RELATED MATTERS
Sponsored by Hon. Olarewaju Kunle
| [

ENACTED by the National Assembly of the F ederaI'Rﬁpublic of
Nigeria- | _ . |

1.-(D) The're is established the Ff:déral College of Agricu]mt:al_
Technology (in this Bﬁﬂl referred to as "the College"). "

(2} The College- I

(a) shall be a bedy corporate with berpetual suCce.ssiqll and a
commeon seal; and . | a 7

(b) may sue or be sued in'its cdrporate name, )

2. The College shall- .

(a) provide full-time courses of instruction.-in indusirial and
agricultural production; _ N ‘

(b) encou.rage the advancement of learning and to hold c,ou‘[ to all
persons without distinction of race, c_reed, sex or political con’victioln, the
opportunity of acquiring a higher education in agricﬁlmral teclihology an‘d
applied sc.ience;

(¢) develop and offer academic and professional proérammes
leading te the award of 0rd£nary hational diplomas (OND) and higher
natiotral diplomas (HND) regearchin the -development and adaptqt[on of,

techniques as the Councﬂ may determine:

{d) arrange conferences, seminars and study groups relative to the

Commencement
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fields of learning speciﬁled in this section and higher diplomas‘which
emphasise planning, adaptive, technical, maintenance, developmental and
productive skills in agriéulture, agricultural technology and alﬁed disciplines
with the aim of producing socially mature persons with éapacity to improve on
those disciplines and develop nmew ones and contribute to-the scientific
_tranrsformelltion ofagricultural technology in Nigeria;

(e) actas agent and catalyst through post HND training, résearch and
innovation for the effective and economic utilisation, exploitation and
conservation of Nigeria's natural, agricultural, economic and human resources;

(f)soffer to the general population, as a forh of public service, the

 results of training and research in agricuttural technology and allied disciplines

and to foster the practical application of thoseresults;

{(g) establich appropriate relationships with other national institutions
involved in training, research and development of agricultural technology;
| (hy) identify thé agricultural technological problems and needs of
Nigeria and to find solutions to thent within the context of overalt national
development; | ‘

(1) provide and promote sound basic scientific training as a foundation

for the development of agricultural technology and allied disciplines, taking

‘Into account indigenous culture, the need to enhance national unity, the need to

vastly increase the practical content of student training, and adec{uata
préparation of graduéte& for. self-employment in agricultural technoldgy and
allied disciplines; and

(j) perform other functions as the Council may direct to promote the
objects ofthe College.

3. (1} There is established a Council for the College (in this Bill
referredto as "the Council, )

. (2) The Counci.l shallconsist ofa Chairman and- ’

-(a) one person forepresent the universitiss:

(b)one persontorepresent the Manufacturers' Association of Nigeriay
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{c) one person to represeﬁt professional bodies whosé disciplines
aretaught at the Coﬂege; .

{d) one’pérson of standing in the community where the College is
situate;

(f)the Rector of the College:;

(g) one representative of the Minister charged with responsﬂ)ﬂlty
for matters relating to College:

(k) one representative of the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry
charged with respousibility for matters relating to industries;

. (Donerspresentative of the academic{ooard ofthe College;
(j) one'representative of the State Commissioner of Education; and
(k) five other persons, at least one of whom shall be g woman, to be
selected each on his personal merit based on his contribution to either the
development. of agrig:ultﬁre, agricultural technology, technology or
commerce or special inte;est inindustry,

(3) The Chan‘man and members of the Council other than ex-
ofhmo members shall be appointed by the President.

(4) The provisions set out in the First Schedule to this Act shall
apply in relation to the constitution of the Council and the other matters
specified in the First Schedule.

4. lj The Minister of Education shall be the Visitorto the College.

(2)The Visitor shall, not less than once in every five years, conduct

avisitation of the college or appoint a Visitation Pane] con513t1ng of not less

thm five experts to conduct the visitation for-

(a) the purpose of evaluating the academic and administrative
performance ofthe College; and

{b)other purpose or in respect of other affairs of the College as the

<

'Visitor may deem fit.

5. ~(1)' There shall be a Registrar for the College who shall be

responsibie to the Rector for the day- to-day administration of the College

Visitation

Registrar of the
College
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and'shall discharge other duties as the Council or the Rec.tor may require him to -
discharge. . .

(2) The Registrar is the secretary to the Council, the Academic Board
and au;y committee of the Council and shall attend all the ineetings of those
bodies unless excused for good reason by the Chairman ofthe Council.

(3) In the absence of the Registrar, the Cha"i‘rm an of the Council may,

‘after consultation with the Rector, appoint a suitable person to act as secretary

for any particular meeting ofthe Couneil.

(4) The secretary to the Councilor a person appointed to act under sub
clause (3) shall not vote on any question before the Councilor count towards a
quorum unless he Is entitled as amember of the Council.

6.-( The Registrar- |

(a) shall hold office for a period of five years beginning from the
effective date of his appointinent aﬁd on the termg a:ndd conditions as may be
specified in the lefter ofhis appointment; and _ | |

(b) may be rf-appomted for a further period of five years and no more.,

(2) Where, on the commencement of this épction, a Registrar has held ‘
office for- “

(a) five years or tess, he shall be deemed tobe sérving his first term of
office and may be re-appointed for a further term of five years; .

(b more_thefn five yez_zfs but less than 10 yfear.szlhe shall complete the
maximum period of 10 years and thereafter rélinquish his post alndmbe ‘assigned.
other duties in the College; and’ ) .

(c) ten years or more, the Council may allow him to serve as Regi‘strar
for a further periodbof one year orly and thereafter he shall reiinquish kis post
and be assigned other duties in the College.

7.~(1) The Council shall Eé the governing body of the College and
shall have- ' S

{a)the general management of the affairs of the College, and in

particular, the control ofthe property and finances of the College; and
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1 (b powcr to do anything which, i its opinion, is calculated to
"2 facifitate the carr ym% out the actlvmes of the Céllege and promote, its best

3 interests..

4 (2) The Counteil may acquire and hold such movable or immovabie

5 property as may be necessary or expedient for carrying into effact the
‘ & provistons of this Bill, and for the éame purpose inay sell, lease, and

7 mortgage or otherwise alienate or dispose of any property soacquired, '

8 ’ (3) The Council may enter into coniracts &s may be necessary or

9 cxpedient for carrying into effect the provisions of'this Bill,

10 . (4) The Minister may give' to the Council directiogs of 2 general

11 character or relating generally to particular matters (but not any inciividual

2 person or case) with fegafd tothe exercise by the Council of its functions and

13+ theCouncil shal! comply with the directions.

14 ' . - PART 1T - STAFF

15 8. ( 1) Thereis aRector ofthe College(in this Bill referred to as "the The Rector of
16 Rector'") Who shall be appointed by the Pres;dent m accordance with the e Qolloge
17 provisions oi this c]ause . _

18 2 W]:cre avacancy occurs in the post of Rector, the Councii shall-

19 - (a} gd\fcrfise the vacancy in a reputable Journal or widely read

20 newspaper in Nigetia, specifying the-

21 {i) qua~htles of the pcrson whomay apply for the post, and

22 | (ii) terms and condmons of service applicable. to the post, and )
23 t_hereaftex, draw upashortlist of suitzble candidates for,consideration;

24 {t) CDll‘lSﬁmte aSearch Tea.n'l consisting of-

25 ' . (i) amember of the Councﬂ not being a member of the Academic

26 Board, as Chairman;

27 o (i) two members of the Academic Board not below the rank of
28 ChiefLecturer; C - :

29 (iii) two members of-the Academic Cc1n1n1111ity of the college not

30 ‘ below the rank of Chief Lecturer, to he selected by Council, to identify and
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draw up a short list of persons who are not likely to apply on their own volition
because they feel that it is not proper to do so.

(3) A Joint Council and Academic Board Selection Board consistifpg
of- .

() the Chairman of the Council;

(b) two members of the Council not being members of the ‘Acadeniic -
Board; I X
(¢) two members of the Academic Board not belew the rank lof Chief
Lectu‘rer, who were not members of the Search Team, shall consider _the
candidates off the short list drawn up under ‘sub clause (2)through an
examination of their curriculum vitae and interaction i
with them and recommend, through the Council, to the President, three
candlidates forhis consideration. | .

(4) The President shall appoint, as Rector, one of the candidates .
recommended tohim underthe provisions of sub clavse (3).

(5) Subject to this Bill and the genera] control of the Council, th‘e'
Rector shall be the Chief Executive of the College and shall be charged with -
respousjbih'ty for matters relating to the day-to-day inanagem.ent operations of
the College. ' .

(6) The Rector-

(a) shall hold office for four vears beginning with tl.le effective date of
his appointment and on such terms and conditions as may be specified in his
letter of appbintment; and ‘

(b} may be re-appointed for a further period of four yeafs andno more,

9.-(1) There is for the College, aDeputj Rector.

(2) The Council shall appoint the Deputy Rector from among the -
chieflecturers in the College-

{(a) from a liﬂst ofthree candidates, in order of preference, submitted by
the Rector;

(b) on the recommendation of a Selection Board constituted under




2021

Federal College of Agricultural Technology Otun Ekiti Bill, 2022 G 5557

£

\OOO\-}O\L)!JLL«J

14
11
12
13
14
15
16 -
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

this clause for that purpose; or to identify and draw up a short fist of persons
who are not likely to apply on their own volition because they feel that it is
not proper to do so. '

(3) A Joint Councﬂ and Academic Board Selection Board
consisting of-

(a) the Chairman of the Councif ;

(b) two members of the Council not being members of the
Academic Board; ’

(¢) two members of the Academic Board not below the rank of
Chief Lecturer, who were not members of the Search Team, shall consider
the candidates on the short fist drawn up under sub clause (2)tnough an
examm’itlon of thfnr curriculum vitae and interaction
with them and recommend, through the Council, to the P1e51clent three

andldates for his consideration,

(4) The President shall appoint, as Rector, one of the candidates

reccmmended to him under the proyisionsi of sub clause (3).

(5) Subject to this Bill and the general control of the Council, .the

Rector shall be the Chief Executive of the Col lege and shall be charged with

1espons1b1 ity formatters relating to the day-to- -day management operatjions
ofthe College,

(&) The Rector-

() shall hold office for four years beginning with the effective date
ofhis appointment and on such terms and conditions as may be spec;ﬁed in
his letter of appomtment and _

(b) may be re~appomted for a further period of four years and no
more,

10.-(1) There shall be for the College fol[owmg other principal
officers m addition to the Registrar the-

(a) Bursar; and

(b) College Librarian,

Other principal
officers of the

~ College
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who shall be appointed by the Council on thé recommendation of the Selection

Board, ¢ . .
- (2)The Bursar shall be the Chief Financial Officer of the College and

is responsible to the Rector for the day- to- day administration and control of

the financial affairs of the College. 7 _

3) ThebCDHege Librarian shall be responsible to the Rector for the
administration of the College library and the co-ordination of the library
services in the teaching units ofthe College. '

{4) The Bursar or Librarian:

| (a) shall hold office for a iaeriod of five years in the first instance and
o such terms and conditions as tay be spgcified in his Jetter of apﬁointment;
_{bymay be re-appointed for a further period of five years and nomore.

(5) Where on the commencement of this section, a Bursar or Librarian
has held o_‘ffice'for—

.(a) five years or less, he shall he deemed to be sefving his first term of
office and may be 1'eéppointed for a further term of five years; - |

(E) more than five years but léss than 10 years, he shall complete the
maximum period of'10 years and thereéfterrelinquish his post and he assigned

other duties inthe College; and

(c).ten years or more, the Council may atlow him to serve as Registrar

for a furthef period of one year ouly and thereafter he shall relinguish _hié post
and be assigned other du'tie'; inthe College. ° .

11.-A principal officer may resign his appointmenf—

(a) in the case ofthe Rector, by notice to the Visitor; and

(b) in any other case, by noticeto the Council.

12.-(1) There shall be, for the College, a Selec;tion Board for other
principal officers which shall consist of-

{a)the Cha'u:manl ofthe Councit:

(b) the Rector;
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. o (¢) four members of the Counci! not being members of tile
c2 Academic Board; and
"3 (d) two members ;;f the Academic Board,
4 . (2) The functions, procedure and other matters relating to the
5 Selection Board constituted under sub clause (1) shall be as the Council m ay
6 determme
7 13.-(1) The Council may appoint such other persons ‘to be Othel." employees
. of the College
8. employees of the College as the Council may determine to assist the Rector
9 and the principal officers of the College in the performance of their -
10 fimctions under this Bill,
IIl y {2) The power to appoint all other employees of the College shall
. 1‘2 be exercised, in the case of- |
13 (&) senior employees, by the Qouncﬂ ontherecommendation ofthe '
14 Appointment and Promotions Committee set up under the provisions of
15 pat:agraph 3(2)(ayofthe Second Schedule; and '
16" X () junior employees, by the Rector on the recommendation of the .
17 “Junior Stafl Ap-poiut]hents and Promotions Commiﬁee constituted under

18 *paragraph 3 (2) (b) of the Second schedule,

19 (3) Subject to the provisions of this Bill, the remuneration, tenure

20 . of ofﬁce and conditions of service of the employees of the Councﬂ shall be -
21‘ _ determined by fhe Council in consultation with the Federal Civil Service
22 Com;mjssion. *
23 _ 14.- (1) The Federal Civil Service Commission may by order  Application of*
24 published in the Federal Gazette declare the office of the Rector orany other e Pensions et
25 person employed by the Council to be a pensionable office for the purposes
26 ofthe Pensions Aét.
27 ) {2) Nothing in the provisions of sub clause (1) shall prevent the

28 . _ appointment of any person to.any office on terms which preciude the grant

29 ofapension or gratuity inrespect of service in that office.
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PART IIE - ESTABLISi—IMENT OF THE ATCADEMic BOARD

15.-(1) There is established for the Cellegé aboard (in this Bill
referredto as "the Academic Board") ‘which shall consist Iof- ' ,

(a)the Rector of the College,_.as the Cﬁaiﬁnan;

(b) the Deputy-Rector of the‘College;

(c) all Heads of Departments; ‘

(d)the College Librarian, and

{e)not more tha:1 two members of the academic staff, other than heads
ofdepartments, who may be appointed by the Academic Board.

(2) The Academic Board shall be responsible forthe- |

(a) direction and management of academi¢ matters of the.College
including the regulation of admission of siudents, the award of certificates and
diplomas, scholarships, prizes and E}ther ace}demic distinctions; .

{b) making of periedic 'repot[s'on academic matters to the Couneil as
the Academi.c Board may dee fit or as the Council may direct; and

(¢) performance of any oth er funct_ibns" which the Council may*

delegate toit.
7 ‘ PART IV - TENURE OF OFFICE |

16.-(1) Ifit aiapea‘l's tothe Council th;nt amember of the Council (other

than an ex-officio member) or the Rector sheuld be removlecl frém office on the

ground ot: miscondict or inability to pér'}"orml the ﬁmgticns of his office, the

Council shall make a recommendation to that effect to the President, and if the

President, after making such inquiries as he considers necessary, approves the

_ recommendation, the President, shall, in writing, declare the office of the

member.vacant.

(2) The President may remove any member of the Council if he is
satisfied that it is not in the public interest or in the interest ofthe College that
the member shéuld continueasa member ofthe C;mnc.il._

17.-(1) It it appears to the Counc_ﬂ that there are 1'eason;s for believing

that any person employed as a member of the academic, administrative or
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the College from imposing any disability or restriction on any of the persons -

1 .
2 mentioned where the person will fully refuses or. fails on grounds of

"3 religious belief to undertake any duty generatly and uniformily imﬁose'd oil

4 all the persons or any group of them which duty, havirg regard to its nature
5 Jand the spec1al circumstances pertammg to it is, in the opinion of the

6 College, reasonably Justmable it the national interést. _ '

7 27. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 6 (2) of the Second Quorum and
8 Schedule and any standing ‘orders or bye-law made under this Bill, the %;f;%%}{jd"ﬂfgg‘“
9 quortm and precedure of any body of persons established by this Bill shail e

10 be determined by that body. A ' .
11 28, InthisBill- - | .. Interpretation
12 "Academic Board" means the board estab‘h'sh under section IO_Of this Act;

13 "Appoi.ntmelllts and Promotions Comn‘iittee" means a body by tl:xafc name

14 established un_der paragraph 3 (2){a)ofthe Schedule to this Bill;

15 " Junior Staff Appointments and Promotion Committee” means the body seé

16 ‘up under paragraph 3 (2) (b) of the Scheduleto this Bill; . ) i

17 "Minister" m:aans the Minister chargedi v.vlfith res-pc_)n.sibility for matters

18 | relating to education; ] | l

19 "Registrar” means the Registrar of the Cpllege appointed under section'5 (1)

20 Jof this Bill. ‘ _

21 29..This Bil} may be cited as the deerall Coﬂeée of A;gricultural Citation

22 Technology Otun Ekiti Bill, 2022, ‘ T : ]
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S;‘CHEDULE
| [Section 7.]
PusBLIC OF%I{}ERS For THE PURPOSES OF THE CoODE OF CONDUCT
SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE COUNFIL
Terms of office of members
1.-(1) A member of the Council other than an ex-officio member shall
hold office for a period of three years beginning with the date on ;Nhich he wag
appointed and shall be eligible for re-appointment for a further term of three
years andthereafter he shall no longer be eligible for re-appointment.

. (2) Members of the Council holding office as specified in: paragraph.1

(1) of this Schedule, shall be paid remuneration or allowance in accerdance

with rates specified from time to time by the National Council of Ministers.

(3) A member ofthe Council holding office as specified in paragraph

1{1) ofthis Schedule may By notice in writing to the Minister resign his office,

- 2.-(1) Where avacancy oceurs in the membership of the Council, that
vacancy shall be ﬁlhlad by the appointment of a successor tc hiold office for the
t'elna:i nder of the term of office of his predecessor; so however that the
'successor shali represent the sarme interest as his predecessor.

(2) The Council may act ﬁotwifhstandhg any vacancy in its
memberéhip or the absgnce of any member or that a person not entitled to do so
took part in its proceedings.

Commitiees

3.-(1) The Council may appoint one or more committees 1o ‘which it .

may delegate any of its functions.

(2) Without prejudice to the generality to sub-paragraph (1) of this

Schedule, the Council shall appoint the following committees, that is-

(a) the Appointments and Promotions Committee which shall without

@

" prejudice to section 7 (4) of this Act-

(1) consist ofa chairman to be appointed by the Rector from members

of he senior staff of the polytechnic and four other members whe shall be
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| appointed by the Council; . .

2 - (iij be charged with the responsibility for making
3 recommehdations to the Counci! on the appointment and promotion of the
4 academic and senior staff of the polytechnic and have a quorum of three
5 members; ) ’

5 {(b) the Junior Staff Appointments and Promotions Committee
7 which shall consist of a chairman and four other members to be appeinted by
3 the Codnqil and shall have the powers set out in sections 7 (5) and 14 of this
9 Act; .

10 (c) the Commiitee on Students' Affairs which shall consist of the
I1 following members- '
12 (i) a chairman who shall be appointed by the Rector from among,
13 the senior employees ofthe polytechnic;
14 (ii)one member of the Council;
15 : - (di1) two;nelnbel"s of the academic staff of the polytechnic; and
i6 (iv) four students of the polytechnic, and the Committee on
7. Saldents'Afféirs shall be charged with the dﬁty of- )
18 ' (1) considering any matier which relates to the welfare of students; -
19 (ii) any other matter referred to it by either the Council or students

20 . ofthe polytechnic;

21 . (iii) any matter which the students wish to refer tothe Coyncil shali
2 be referred to the Committee on Students' Affairs in the first instance.

23 (3) No decision of a committee shall have effect ‘unless it is
24 ‘ confirmed by the Council.

25 . Proceedings of the Council

26 : 4.-(1} The Council shall meet for tﬁe conduct of business at such
27 times as the chairman of the Council may appoint but shal] meet not leés than
28 twice inayear, e

29 "(2) The chairman of the Council may &l any time and shall at the )

30 request in writing of not less than five members of the Council summon a
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meeting ofthe Council.

(3) Particulars of the business tc be transagted shall be circulated to ,

members with the notice of the meeting at least two weeks before the date of the
meeting. ' .

5. Where the Council desires to obtain the advice of any person on any
particular matter, '11‘: may eo-opt such person as amember for a meeting whc;’thef
or not expressly convened fc;r the purpose of considering the particular matter
but no eo-opted member shall be entitled to vote or shall.count towards
quortm.

6.-(1) Every question put before the Council at a meeting shall be

decided by a simple majority of the members present and voting.

(2) Seven members shall form a quorum at any 'meeting of the

Council. .
(3) The Chairman shail, at any meeting of the Council, halVe a Voté_
and, in the case of an equality of votes, mdy exercise a casting vote. -

7. Subject as aforesaid, the Cbuncil may inake standidg orders with
respect to tl&e holding of meetings, thé nature 6f notices to be gi\'fen,. the
proceedings thereat, the keeping of minutnes of such proceedings and t-he
custody and production for inspection gf such minutes,

8. If the Chairman of the Council is absent from'a meeting of thé
Council, the members present shall elect ore of their nmﬁber t0~act as chairman
for the purposes of that meeting. | ’ l

' Miscellaneous

9. Any contract or instrument wh'ich if elltefed into by‘ a person not

béing_a body corporate would not be required to be under seal, may in like

ntanner be entered Into or executed on behalf of the Council by ary person

generally or speciﬁca'lly authorised by it for that purpose.

-10.-(1) The common seal of the Council shall not be used or affixed to -

any document except in pursuance of a resolution duly pﬁssed at a properly
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constituted mee‘ﬂng Df the Council and recorded in the minutes of such

meeting. | . .

(2) The fixing of the sezl of the Council shall be aﬁtﬁenticated by
the signatwe of the Chairman of the Council and some ofher mmember
authorised generally or specificaily by the Council to act for that purpose.

(3) Any document purpolrting to be a document duly executed
under‘the seal of the Council shall be received in evidence and shall, unless
the contrary is proved, be deemed to be so executed. ‘

1. Any member of.the Councilor a committee thereol who has a
personal interest in any confract or arrangemen entered into or proposed to
be considered by the Councﬂm a commlttee thereof shall forthwith disclose
hlS interest to the Councﬂ and skall not vote on any question
Tehtm gtosuch contract or arte rﬂngement

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM.
This Bi i seeks to establish the Federal Coll ege of Agricuftural Tech.nolo oy
Oth Ekm to provide ful}-ﬂme courses in agricultural technology, applied
sc1ence manacement and other ﬁelds of studies and to make provisions for

the Oeuera admmlstratlon ofthe Collecc




