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Commencemen

ENAC'I‘ED@y the National Assembly of ihe Federal Republic of

i

Lo RiE
Nigeriaas follows:

PART | - ESTABLISHMENT OF T SouTit SouTn DEVELOPMENT

COMMISSION AND THE GOVERNING BoArn

L-(1) There is established a Commission to be known as South

South

Development Commission. (in this Bill referred 1o as

iabtishment of
the Seuth South
Bevelopment

" .
the Commission
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[' Commission").
2 T (2) 'fhc Commission shall be a body cor.poralé with perpelual
7 3 succession and a common seal and may suc or be sued in'ifs corporate name
‘I:?tt?il;lig}trﬁ:‘tm'g 4 2.-(1) There is Qstaiwlis-he'd for the Commission, a body to be known as '
oard 5 . the Governing Board (in this Bill referved l-c_)'as ‘the Board') which shall
_ﬁ consistof- - ' ' |
7 {@)Chairman; SR .
8 (k) One person who Sha!l be an inﬁigene 1o represent the folEbwing
member States, that is- - o o
10 (1) Akwa lbom; - o o
11 (2) Bayelsa; -
12 (3) Cross River;
13 _ {4) Deita;
14 (5)Edo; and
15 {6) Rivers.
16 {c) Three persons torepresent the following Security Organizations-’
17 .(i)"l;he /\rmy- who shatinot be below the ranﬁ ol'aColonel:
I8 (Ei)"l‘h(:' Police who shail not be below the mn-k' of Supm’inu,;m}cm ui
19 Pglice:and ‘ 7
20 _ (i-ii) '}‘iic Civii Defence Corp who shall not be below the rank of
21 Depitty Commeandant, ‘ |
22 (d) One representalive of Solid Minerals extracting and Mining
" 23 producing Companies in the South_‘Souﬂw States nominated by those
24 companies; -
25 - {c)One pérson to represent the Federal Ministry of FFinanee;
26 _ - (N One person to represent the chéra[ Ministry of Environment;
27 () The Managing Dircctor ofthe Commission; and
28 {h} Two executive Directors. 7
29 {2) The Chairman ﬁﬁciloiher members of the Board Shati-
Y30 i (a) be appointed by ﬂw President, subjecf to the confirmation ef the
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Senate; in consultation with the House of Representatives; and

{b) must be persons of‘pr'oven integrity and ability,

(3) The members of the Board referred 1o in Section 2{1)c-D) of
this Bill shall be part-time members.

(4) The supplementary provisions set out in the Schedule Lo (his
Bill shall have effect with respect (o the proccedingé of the Board and the
othermatters confained therein, |

3. Subject to the provisions ol clause 4 of this Bill,a mqmbef ofthe
Board, other than an ex-officio member, shall hold office for a term of 4
years at the first instanceand may be re-appointed for a further term of 4
years and no more. |

4. The office of the Chairman shall rotate among the member
states of the Commission in the following alphabetical order-

(i)Akwa. loom; |

{11) Bayelsa;

(iii) Cross River;

(iv) Delta;

(v) Edo; and

{(vi)Rivers.

5.~(1) A member of the Board other than ex-officio member, may
resign his or her appointment by notice in writing addressed to the President.
Which resignation sﬁall take effect only upon receipt and approval by the
President

(2YAmember of the Board may cease membership if the member-

{2) becomes of unsound mind, or incapable of carcying out his
duties; -

(b) becomes bankrupt, suspends payment or compounds with his
creditors; _

(¢) Is convicted of a felony or any offence involving dishonesty or

fraud;

Tenure ol ofTice

Rotation ol ollice
ol Chairman

Resignation,
cessation or
removil from -
membership of
the Board
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l (d) is guilty of serious misconduct in relation to his duties;
2 . {e) in the case ol a person possessed of proi"essional gualifications, he
3 is disqualified or suspénded, other than at his own request, from practicing his
4 profession in any part of the world by an order of a competent authority mad¢ in
5‘ respect of that member; or
6 (fyresigns his appoiniment by a letter addressed to the President
7 (3) Where a vacancy oceurs in the membership of the Board, it shall
8 be filled by appointment of a person representing the area where the vacancy
9 exists, to complerethe remainder of the term of office of the predecessor and
10 shall be appointed' bythe President subject to the confirmation of the Senate in
Iy consultation with theHouse of Representatives.

Aumgancas of 12 6. There shall be paid to every member of the Board such

ery S

R 13 remuneration, allowances and expenses as the Federal Government may from
14 timetotimedirect,
[ PART 11 - FUNCTIONS AND POWERS OF FHE COMMISSION, EYC,

Functions and 16 7.-{1) The Comumission shall have powers 1o-

Powers of the )

Commission 17 (a) Formulate policies and guidelines for the development ol the
18  South South States; .
19 {b) Conceive, plan and lnlplunull in accordance with the set rules
20  and regulations, projects and programmes for uletmmble development of the
21 South South States in the field of transportation including roads, health,
22 education, employment, agriculture, industriafization, housing and urban
23 development, water supply, electricity and telecommunications;
24 (¢) Cause the South South States to be surveyed in order to ascertain
25 measures which are necessary to promote its physical and socio-economic
26 development; 7
27 (d} Prepare master- plans and schemes designed 1o promote the
28  physical development of the South South States and the estimates of the costs
29 ofimplementing such master plans and schemes;
30 () Implement all the measures approved for the development of the
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south South States by the federal Government and the member States of the
Commission: »
(f) 1dentify factors inhibiting the development of the South South
States and assist the member States in the formulation and implementation
of policies 1o ensure sound and efficient management of the resources of the
South South States; . .
(g) Assess and report on ﬁny project being funded or carried out in

the South South States by minerai extracting and mining companies, oil and

gas producing  companies, and any other company including nov-

governmental organizations and ensure that funds released for such projects
are properly utilized,

(h) Tackle ecological and environmental prablems that arise from

‘the extraction and mining of solid minerals, exploration of 0il mineral in the

South South States and advise the Federal Government and the member
States on:the prevention and control of oil spillages, gas laring and
environmental pollution;

(i) Liaise with the various solid mineral extraction énd mining
companies ancl oil and gas prospecting and producing companies on ali_
matters oFpollution prevention and contrel; and -

(i) Execute such other works and perferm such other funclions
which in the opinion of the Commission are required for the sustainable
development of'the South South States and its peoples.

(2) In exercising its functions and powers under this clause, the
Commission shall have regard to the varied and specific contributions of
each member State of the Commission,

* (3) The Commission shall be éubjcct to the direction, control or
supervision in the perférmancc of ifs functions under this Bill by the
President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

8. The Board shall have power (o

(a) Manage and superintend the aflairs of the Commission;

Powers of the
Board
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(b) Makes rules and regulations for carrying out the functions of the
Commission;

(c} Enter and inspect premises, projects and such places as may be
necessary foflhe purposes qfcarrying outits functions under this Bill; |

(d) Pay the stafﬁ" of the Commission such remuneration and
allowances as are payable to persons of equivalent grades in the civil service of
1he.Federalion;

{e) Enter into such contracts as may be necessary or expedient [or the
dischar:ge of its functions and ensure the efficient performance of the functions
ofthe Commission,

(1) Employ either d'ircclly or on secondment from any civil or public

service in the Federation or a State such number of employees as may be in the

apinion of the Board, be required to assist the Board in the discharge of any of

its functiéns under this Bill; _
(&) Pay to persons so employed such remuneration, including

allowances, as the Board may determine; and

(h) Do such other things as arc necessary and expedient for the
efficient performance ofthe functions of the Commission,

PART I - STROCTURE OF THE COMMISSION

9.-(1) There shall be established in the head office of the Commission,
the 1‘61!owing Directorates;

(a) the Directorate f_JFAdministration and Human Resources;

{(b) the Directorate of Communily and Rural Development;

(¢) the Directorate of Ultilities. Infrastructural Development and
Waterways,

(d) the Directorate of Environmental Protection and Control;

(e} the Directorate éf’finance and Supply; '

(N the Directorale of Solid Minerals, Agriculture and Fisheries;

" (g) the Directorate of Planning, Research and Statistics and

Management Information System



. _nm:mi%ﬁé?‘?”%ﬂ.

I

o

2019 South South Development Coanm."ssion'(!fst., etc.) Bill, 2019 C.70%

| (h) the Directorate of Legal Services;

2 (i)the Directorate of Education, Health and Social Scrvicc.s:

3 A(j) the Directc;rate of Commercial aﬁd lndustriél Development; and.

4 (k) the Directorate of Projects Moniterin g and Supervision,

3 (2) The Board may increase the number of Directoratés as"it ma‘y .

6 deem necessary and expedient to facilitate the realization of the dbjectives

7 of theCommission.

8 10. There shall be for the Commission, a Management Committee - Management

9 whichishall- | | comrite
10 (a}consist ofa Chajrman who shall be the Managing Director;

11 (b) the Directors responsible for the Directordtes established under .

12 cl‘lause 9 of this Bill and such number of other members as may be

13 determined from time to tine by the Board, . ’
14 {c) be responsible to the Board and the Managing Director for ihe - ::
15 general administration oftHe Comrhission, . E
1.6 11.-(1) There is hereby established for the Commission, A South  gywblishment |
17 South Developlﬁent Advisory Committee (in this Bill referred to as the ggﬂ:ﬁ-—%ﬁgopmcm .

- ‘ - Advis Cemmittee

18 Advisory Committee) which shall consist of- A . !
19 (@) the Governors of the member States of the Commniission; and

20 (b) two persons as may be determined from tim.e to time, by the

21 President of the Federal Repl‘lblié OFNigeria whokshal.l _b'e indigenes of the

22 member states. ‘

l23> © (2) The Advisqry Commi,g@ shall be lcharged with. the

24 responsi:biliry of advising "_the Board and guiding and monitoring ‘lhe

25 a_ctiyitiés of the Commission with a view to achieving the objectives _of‘the.

26 Cdmmission, | : | ‘

27 (3) Tﬁe Ad\ci-s“o;y Committée may make rules regulating its own

28 proceedings. | B

29 PART TV - STAFP OF THE COMMISSION Executive

30 12.-(1) There shall be fof_ the Commission, s Managing Director ifﬁ:ﬁ:lﬁ‘z:,the
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" Representatives;.

-and two Executive Dircetors who Shall be indigencs of the South South States
and shall mtaté amoﬁgst the member States in alphabetical order and shall-
(a) hav; 'such qualification and experience as are appropriate for a
person required to perform the functions of that office under this Bill; and
(B) be the chief executive and accounting officer of the Commission;
(é) be appointed by the President of the Federal Republic ol Nigeria
and confirmed. by the ‘Senate in consuliation with the House of

a

“(d) hold office on such terms and conditions as to emolument,

~ conditions of service as may be specified in his letter of appointment and -

subject to the provision of clause 3 of this Bill.
R .(2)’1”]%&5 Managing Directdr shall. subject to the general dircetion of

the Board, be résponsible: | |
. (a) fo.r the day to day administration of the Commission;

(b} for keeping the books and proper records of the proceedings: ofthe
Board; and '

_ {c)For-

(i) the administration of the secretariatof the Board; and

(ii) the general direction and control of al.l other employees of the
Commission. -, ' |

(3) The Board sha]l.have powerto-

‘ ta) employ either directly or on secondment from any civil o~ public
se_rvice in the Federation or a State such number of emp_foyecs as may. in the
opinion of the Board, be required to assist the Board in th0 discharge ol any of
its functions under this Bili, énd -

(&) pay fto person's sb employed such remuneration- {including
allowances) as the Board may, after cdﬁsultation with 11-1.6 Federal Civil Service
Coinin-issi'on, Determine.

| 13.-{1) Serviee in the Commission shalf be approved service for the

purposes of the Pensions Act, .~
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(2) The officers and. other persons employed in the (‘m'nmlissitm
shall be entitled to pensions, gratuities and other retirement benefits-as are
enjoyed by Persons holding equivélem grades in the civil service: of the
Federation. _ ‘

(3) Nothing in subsections (1) and (2-) of this clause shall prevent
the appointment of a person to any office on terms which prefude the gr;mt of
pension and gratuity in respect of that office.

(4) for the purposes of the application of the pr'ov.isions of the
Pensions Act, any power exercisable there under by the Minister or other
authority ofthe C overnment of the Federation, other than the power to make
regulations unde: section 13(1) thereof, is hereby vested in and shali be
exercisable by the Commission, and not by any other person or guthority.,

| PART V ~ FINANCIAL PROVISIONS

14.-(1} The Commissien shail establish and maiﬂ.Lain a fund from
which shall be defrayed all expenditure incurred by the Com mission,

(2) There shall be paid and credited o the fund established
pursuant to sub-clause (1) ofthe Bill- _ ‘

{a) from the Federal Government, the equivalent of 15 pcr.cen.l ol
the total monthly statutory allocations ‘due to member States of thé
Commission from the Federation Account; o

(b) 3‘-per cent of the fotal annual budget of any oil producing

© company operating, oni shore and ofl shore, in the South South States;

including gas processing companits; ' .

{c) 3 per cent of the total annual budget .of émy Selid mineral
extracting mining company opera.ting in th.e South South Stat.es; |

{(d) 50 per é;nt of monies dile to member States olf the Commission
from the Ecological Fund; | ’

{e)such monies as may from fime to time, be granted or lent o -or
deposited with the Commission by the Federal or a State Government, 'a_lhyu

other body or institution whether local or foreign;

fund ol the
Commission
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(fy all monies raised for the purposes of the Commission by way ol
gifts, loan, grants-in-aid, testamentary disposition or otherwise; and

(g)-procecd‘s from all other assets that may, from time to time, accrue
tothe Commission.

{3) The fund shall be managed in accordance with the rules made by

the Board, and without prejudice to the generality of the power to make rules

under this sub-clause, the rules shall in particular contain provisions-

(a) specifying the manner in which the assets or the fun¢ of the
Commission are to be held, and regulating the niaking of payments into aﬁd out
ofthe fund; and

(b) requiring the keeping of proper accounts and records for (he
purpose of the fund in such form as may be speci fied in (he ruics. *

15. The Commission shall apply the proceeds of the fund established
pursuaﬁtto clause 14 ofthis Bill to-

{a}the costof administration ofthe Commission;

(b) the paymcntotsw[arles fees, remuneration, allowances, p“nsmns

and gmtumes paydblc 10 1hc: members of the Board specified in clause (7 OI this

" Bill or any committee of the Boa: d and the employees ol the Commission;

(c) the payment for all contracts, including mobilization, fluctuations,
variatio’ns, legal fee.s and costof contract administration;

~ (d)the payment for ali purchases; and

(e) undertaking such other activities as are connected with all or any
ofthe fiil1clions ofthe Commissidn under this Bill.

16.-(1) The Commission may accept gills of land, money or other
property on such terms and condmons ifany, asmay be spemhcd by th\ frerson
oror. ganvat]cm making the gift.

(2) The Commission shall not accept any gift if the condition attached
by the person or organization malking the . gift are incensistent with the

functions ofthe Commission under this Bill.

£
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30 the public or civil service of the Federation.

1 17. The Commission may, with the consent ol the Presidentolthe o S—

2 Federal Republic oi'Ni.geria, borrow, on such terms and conditions as the

3 Commission may deter ming, such sums of money as the Conumssmn may

4 require in the exercise of'its functions underthis Bili.

3 18.-(1) The Board shall, not later than 30th September in each year Ana) Estimates
. & submitto the Plemdcnloi the Federal Republic of Nigeria, an estimate of'the ol Espendire

7 expenditure and income of the Commission during the next succeeding vear,

8 {2) The Board shall cause o be kept proper accounts of the

9 Commission in respect of each year and proper records in relation thereto

10 _and shall cause the accounts 1o be audited not later than 6 months after the

11 end of each year by ayditors appointed from the list and in accordance with

12 the guidelines supplied by lh-e/\udilorﬁencral forthe Federation.

13 19, The Commission shal I, attheend ofevery quarter in each year, . Quarierly Report

4 submit Quarterly Report to the President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria,

I3 areporionthe activiliés and administration of the Commissionf

16 20.+(1) The Board shai prepafe and submit to the President ol the Annual Repor

17 Federal Republic of Nigeria, not fater than 30th June in each year, arcport in

18 such form as the President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, may direct on

19 the activities of the Commlssmn duri ring the immediate preceding year; and

20 shall include in the report a copy of'the audited accounts of the Commission

21 for thatyear and the duditor's report thereon; '

22 | (2) The President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria shail, upon

23 -receipt of the report referred to in sub-clause (D olthis-clayse. cause a capy

24 of the report and the audited accounts of the Commission and the auditor's

25 reportthere on to be submitted to each House of the National Assembly.

26 | ' PART VI - MISCELLANEQUS

27 21.-(1) There is hereby estabiished for the Commission g M“”“"_f'i”ﬂ:

28 Monitoring Committee which shall consist of such numbu ol persons as the o

29 PlCS]dLl]i ofthe Federal Republic of Nigeria, may deun lit10 appoint from
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1 (2) The Monitoring Cominittee shall-
2 (a) monitor the management of the [unds of the Comimission and the
3 implementation of the projects ofthe Commission; and
4 (b) have access to the books of account and other records of the
3 Commission at all times, and submit periodical repotts to the President of the
6 Tederal Republic o Nigeria.

lcgllcill]:;;?% . 7 22.-(1)For the purposcs of providing offices and premises necessary

the Conmission 8 for the performance of its functions under this Bill, the Commission may,
9-  subjecttothe Land UseAct- l
10 {a) purchase or take on lease any interest in land, or other property;
1y and '
12 (b) construct ol¥ices and premises and cquip and maintaln same.
13 (2) The Commission may, subject to the Land Use Acl, sell or fease
14 out any office or premises held by it, which office or premises is no longer
15 required for the Performance ol'its functions under this Bill,

Directives by Lo 23, Subjectlothe pravisions of this Bill, the President of the Federal

the President . :
17  Republicof Nigeria, may give (o the Commission d irectives ofa peneral nature
18 - orrelating generally to matlers of policy with regard to the performance by (he
19 Commission of its functions and it shall be the duty of the Commission.to
20 comply with the directives.

Public OfTicer 21 24,-(1) Subject to the provision of the Bill, the provisions of the

Prolection Act,

gg(l)"-t[’m LIN, 72 Public Officers Protection Act shall apply in relation to any suit instituted
23 againstany officer oremployce ofthe Commission.”
24 (2) Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law or
75 enactment, no suit shall Jie against any member of the Board, the Managing
26 Director or any other officer or employee of the Commission for any act done
27 in pursuance or LXCLLIL]DH of this Bill or any other law or caactment, or ofany
28  public duly-or'aull‘.orily or in respeet of any alieged neglect or dLhu Uin the
29 exceution of this Biliorsuch law or enactment, duty or authority, shall licwrbe

instituted in any court unless-
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() it is commenced within three months next after the act, neglect
ordefault complained of’ or

(b} in the case of a continuation of daﬁmge or injury, within six
months next after the ceasing thereof,

25. Anotice, summons or other document required or authorized
to be served upon'the Commission under the provisions of this Bill or any
other law or enactment may be served by delivering it to the Managing
Director or by sending it by registered post and addressed to the Managing
Directorat the principal office of the Commission,

26.-(1) In any action or suit against the Commission, no execution
or atlached of process in the nature thereol shall be issucd against the
C0111111i59i011.

{2) Any sum of money which may be the judgment ol any court be

* awarded against the Commission shall, subject to any direction given by the

court where notice of appeal of 1he said judgment has been given, be paid
from the general reserve fund of the Commission. |

27, A member of the Board, the Managing Director, any other
officer or employee of the Commission shall be indemnified out of the assels
of the Commission against any proceeding, whelhér civil or criminal, in
which judgment is given in his favor, or i which he ig acquitted, it any such
[rroceeding -is brought against him in his capacity asa mcmb;r of the Board,
the Managing Director, officer or employee of the Commission.

28. The Commission may, with the approval of U l’rcsridcnl ofthe
Federal Republic of Nigeria, make regulations, generaily for the ]JLI rposes of
giving full effect to this Bill,

29. Inthis Bili-

© "Chairimai" means the Chairman of the Board: -

“"Commission” means the” South South Development  Commission

established by clause 1 of this Bill;

"Board" means the government Board cstablished for the Commission

Service of Notice,
Summens and
otler Documents

Restriction on
eseeutive of

Juddgnient debis

Indemnity of
ollicers

Regulations

Interpretation
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] underclause 2 (1) of this Billy
2 "Member" means a member of the Board and includes the Chairman,
3 Managing Director an'd Execulive Directors; _
4 "Member States” include Akwa Ibom, Bayelsa, Cross River. Delta, Edo. and
5 Rivers. ‘

Shert title 6 30, This Bill may be cited as the South South Development

| 7 Cbnunission (Estlablishment, ete.) Bill 2019, '

8 SCHEDULES
9 SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE BOARD, ETC
10 I.-(1) Subject to this Bill and section 27 of the Interpretation Act. the
11 Board may make standing orders regulating its proceedings or those of any of
12 itscommitiee.
13 (2) The quorum of the Board shall be the Chairman ot the persén )
14 presiding al the meeting, Managing Director or one Executive Director and one
15 third othér members of the Board. The quorum of any commiitee of the
16 Commission shall be determined by the Board. |
17 2.-(1} The Board shall meet whenever it is summoned by the
18  Chairmanand ifthe Chairman is required to do so by notice given to him by not
10 lessthan 4 other members, he shall summon a meeting of the Board to bc.held
20 within 14 days [rom the date on which the notiée is given.
21 (2) Atany meeting of the Board, the Chairman shall preside butifheis -
22 absent, the members present at the mecting shall appoint one of their members
23 topresideatthe iwleeti11g. _ '
24 3.-(1) The Board may appeint one Or more commillees to.cany oulon
25 behalfofthe Board, such functions as the Board may determire.
26 (2)/—\-00111111'11103 appointed under this paragraph shall consist of such
27 number of persons as may be determined by the Board and a person sh.uH Bold
78 office on the committee in accordance with the terms ofhis appointmeni.
29 (3) A decision ol'a committee of the Board shall be ofno eflect until it

is confirmed by the Board.
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4.-(1) The fixing of the seal of the Commission shall be

“authenticated by the signatures of the Chairman or any other member of the

Board generally or specifically authorized by the Board to act for the

purpose and the Managing Director.

(2) A document purporting to be a document duly executed under
the seal of thé Commission shall be received in evidence and shall, unless
and until the contrary is proved, be presumed to be so exeeuted.

5. The validity of any proceedings of the Board or of a commiﬁec
shallnot be adversély affected by- _

(a)avazancy in [hc membership of the Board or commiltee;

{b) a.dcfecl in the appointment of a member of the Roard or

‘commitiee; or

(c).‘reason that a person not entitled to do so took part in‘ the

proceedings of the Board or committee,
EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

This Bill seeks to establish the South South Development Commission
charged with the responsiﬁility among other things to receive and manage
fund from allocation of the Federation Account for the reconstruction and
rehabilitation of roads, h(;uses and other infrastructural damages suffereé by
the region as a result of the effect of the Communal Crises as well as tackle
the ccological problems and any other related enviropmental or

developmental challenges in the South South States,
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