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AN ACT TO ESTABLISH THE SOCIALLY DISPLACED PERSONS UNIT To
PROVIDE FOR THE ASSESSMENT, CARE AND REHABILITATION OF
SOCIALLY DISPLACED PERSONS AND FOR RELATED MATTERS

Sponsored by Hon. Simon D'.‘Mwadk\,rvon

[ ]
ENACTED by the Natlonal Assembly of the Federal Republic of

Nigeria as follows:

PART I - SoCIAL DISPLACEMEN'I UN]T

1. The Mmlster shall estabhsh a Social Dlsplacement Unit
(hercinafter referrcd to as "the Unit") for the assessment relocatlon care
and rehabilitation of soclally dlsplaced persons.

2. TheUmtshallberesponslblefor |

(a) co-ordinating and monitoring of the'voluntary and inVoluntory
removal of socially d'isolaced: persons from the streots and other public
p]aoeS' . |

(b) co- ordmatmg and, momtormg of actwmes pertment to the
rehabllltatlon of socnally dlsplaoed persons; .

' (c) 1dent1fy1ng the factors that Iead to soc1al displacement and
lmpIemenung educatxonal and other programmes a:med at pleventmg an
increase in the population of socially dxsplaced persons

' {d) the estabhshment and monitoring of care standards for the
socxally dlsplaced _ '

(e) the estabhshment of the Sociai Dlsplacoment Fund

(f) adwsm gand makmg recommendatlons to the Board onall other

matters pertammg to the care of the socially dlsplaced and such other -

matters as the Minister may referto.
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a':i‘:“f the 1 3. The staffof the Unit shall include the following persons:
2 (a) an Executive Dir"eét’or; |
3 (b) an Executive Assistant;
4 (c)a Social Work Specialist;
5 (d) a Psychologist;
] (e}aMedical Doctor;
7 (f)aRegistered Nurse;
8 (g) two Social Workers;;
9 " (h)oneResearch Officer;
10 (iyone Clerk Typist I;
11 (j) a Psychiatrist;
12 (k) aField Officer.
Fund of the Unit I3 4,-(1) A Social Displacement Fund (hereinafter referred to as “the
14  Fund”)ishereby established fdr the purposes of this Act.
15 (2) The purpose of the Fund is to finance social displacement projects
16  asare identified by the Unit. -
17 (3) The resources of the Fund shall constst of:
18 (a) any monies that may from time to time be appropriated by the
19  National Assembly;
20 {b) contributions from corporate and individual citizens;
21 (¢) contributions from regional and international agencies; and
22 (d) all othef sums of money that may in any manner become payable
23 toorvestedinthe Fund. |
24 {(4) The accounts of the Fund shall be audited annually by the Auditor
25  General ‘
26 PART II - SOCIAL DISPLACEMENT BOARD
The Board 27 5.-(1) A Social Disbiécement Board (hereinafter referred to as "the
28 Board")is ﬁereby established for the purposes of thisrAct.
29 A Tﬁe Board shall consist of a Chairman and eleven other members
30  all of whom shall be appointed by the Ministet.
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time or otherwise shall be notified in the Gazette,
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1 (3) Every appointment shall be for a term of three years but maSr be
2 revoked by the Minister for any reasonable cause before the expiratibn of

3 ' that term.
4 (4) The quorum of the Board shall be six.
5 " (5) The meﬁbers appointed in accordance with subsection (2) shall
6 include: |
7 - (@) a representative of the Ministry of Youth and Social
8 development;
9 (b}arepresentative of the Ministry of Health;
10 (¢) arepresentative of the Trade Union Congress;
11 . {d)oneattorney-at-law of at least five years;
12 () arepresentative of a non-governmental organisation;
13 (f) aqualified accountant; -
14 () the Executive Director of the Unit who shall be an ex officio
15 member ofthe Board, -
16 (6) A person who has a financial interest ih an institution for the
17 care of sodial_ly displaced persons shall not be eligible for membership on
18 theBoard. |
19 (7) The Chairman of the Board shall preside at all meetings of the
20 Board, ‘
21 (8) At a meeting of the Board from which the Chairman is absent,
22 the members present shall appoint one of their number to act as Chairman at
23 that méeting. )
24 (9) The Chairman may at any time resign his office by letter
25 addressed to the Minister. 7
26 (10) A member may at any time resign his office by letter addressed
27 to the Chairman, who shall cause it to be forwarded to the Minister.
28 (11) The appointment of a personas a member and the termination
29 of office of amember whether by death, resignation, revocation, effluxion of
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(12) Ifamember is unable to perform the functions of office owing to
his absence from Nigeria or for any other reason, the Minister may appoint a
new member.

6. The Unit shall provide Secretarial Services to the Board.

7.-(1) There shall be a seal of the Board which sKall be kept in the
custody of the Chairman and may be affixed to instruments pursuant to a
resolution of the Board in the presence of the Chairman and one other member
and the Secretary. | _

(2) The seal of the Board shall be attested by the signatut;e of the
Chairman or the Secretary.

(3) All documents made by the Board, other than those required by
law to be under seal, and all decisions of the Board may be signified under the
hand of the Chairman or Secretary. _

(4) Service upon the Board of a notice, order or other document shall

be executed by delivering it, or sending it by registered post addressed to the

. Secretary at the office of the Board.

8.-(1) The Board shall meet at least once a meonth and at such other
times as may be necessary or expedient for the transaction of business. The
meetings shall be held at a place and time to be determined by the Board.

| (2) The Chairman may at any time call a special meeting of the Board
within seven days of the receipt of a requisition for that purpose addressed to
him by three members. ) ‘

(3) The Secretary shall keep the minutes of each meeting in proper
form. ‘

{4) The Chairman shall certify a copy of the confirmed minutes ata
subsequent meeting and forw ard it to the Minister.

(5) The Board may co-opt one or more persons to attend a particular
meeting of the Board for the purpose of assisting or advising the Board, but a
co-opted person shall nothave the right to vote.

(6) Subject to this Act, the Board may regulate its own procedure.
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1 " 9.-(1)The Board éhall be responsible for: oRfef}I::fl‘;;Eirﬂﬁes
2 (a)the overall policy and direction of the Unit;

3 (b} the management of the Social Displacement Fund, and

4 (c) assisting the Unitin the attaihment ofthe objectiveé of the Unit.

5 “PART HI - ASSESSMENT AND CARE CENTERS

6 10.-(1) The Minister shall establish assessment centres and may by é::ﬂég:?; :nd
7 order designate an existing facility to be an assessment centre.

8 - (2)Assessment centres established or designated as such under this

9 section shall be under the control of the Unit.

10 (3) The Unit shall be responsible for monitoring the assessment,

11 “evaluation, relocation-and rghabilitation of socially displaced persons who

12 are admiijtted to an assessment centre.

13 - 11, Asocially displaced person may voluntarily seek admission o
14 an assessment centre and ifhe is admit&bedto that centre he shall be reqdir»ed
15" -to-abide by the conditions of- admiésion imposed by this Act or any
16 regulationsmade under this Act. '

17 - .12, Where'a field offiéer Jetermines upon investigation that a
8 socially displaced person is unwilling to seek admission to an assessment

19 centre and-cannot be persuadéd to do sé, the field officer shall submit to the
20 Unita writien report on the case. )

21 13.-{1) Where upon receipt of the Report referred to in section 5 the

2 unit is satisfied that all efforts to persuade the person named in the Report to

23 be admitted to an assessm‘ént centre have failed, the unit shall make an
24 ‘application in the prescribed form to the court for an order to adinit that
25 personto thé centre. . ’ W i
26 (2) Where the court is satisfied on'the evidence presented that a
27 person nanied in that application is a socially displaced person, the.court
28 shall make an order requiring that person to be admitted to an assessment
29 centre, :

30 “(3) The person referred to in subsection (li_shall be served Wi,th a
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-copy of the Order referred to in subsection (2) and the field officer shall advise

him that he is entitled to legal aid in accordance with the Legal Aid Act.
(4) Notwithstanding any other written law to the contrary, the order is

deemed tobe a summeons:

(aj issued in actordance with section 42 and

(b) requiring the person to appear in court on fhe day and time stated
therein t'oi_)'r__shOW cause why he should not be admitted to the centre.

: i‘4. The procedure governing the making of courts application shall
apply mutatis mutandis to the making of an application foran Order under this
Act. | _ | -
15.-(1) Where the court makes an order under subsection 16(2), the
Unit shall arrange for a field officer to rémove the socially displaced person
named in the order in a humane manner, and in sﬁch a way that his dignity is
preserved.

_(2) A field officer shall not reinove a socially displaced person unless
that officer is accompanied by a pol'ice officer. .

.(3) Where a field officer removes a socially displaced person in
accordance with this section, the Unit shall inform the next of kin or ¢losest
relative of the socially displaced person as soon as it is reasonably practicable
todoso. ‘ _ _

16.-(1) The Minister may, subject to this Act, issue a certificate
approving the use of any house or home as a care centre authorising the person
named in the certificate to admit a socially displaced-person for care and
treétment as:

(a) anurgent admission;

(b)a voluntary admission; or

{c)amedically recommended persen.

” (2) Every pei'son who has been admitted to a care centre shali be under
the care and éﬁpervision ofamedical practitioner and a social worker.

- (3) Ahouse shall not be used as a care centre unless:
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I (a) it satisfies the criteria relating to standards of care as set outin
2 the regulations; and _ 7
3 (b)a certificate has been issued under subsection (1).

4 (4) An application for a certificate shall be made in the prescfibed

5 form. _

6 (5) A certificate shall not be issued or renewed uniess the house, its

7 location with regard to the neighbouring premises and its proposed facilities

8 and equipment adhere to the standards of care as established by the Unit and '
9 the Minister is satisfied as to the character and fitness of the applicant.

10 (6) A certificate issued under this section shall be displayed ina

11 ‘cbr;spicuous part of the house in respect of which it was issued. |

12 (7) Every care centre shall be under the supervision of a Medical

13 Practitioner. . |

14 (8) The manager ofa Care Centre shall be paid a fee in an amount to
15 be determined by the Minister from time to time in respect of each person .
i6 admitted to the care centre.

17 17. A person who contravenes section 19(3) or 19(6) or any Reg'u,mio,,s
18 regulations made under this Act commits an offence and is liable on
19 summary conviction to a fine of five thousand dollars and to imprisonmédt
20 for one year.

21 18.-(1) Where a person has been admitted into an assessment
22 centre in accordance with the provisions of this Act, the Centre shall
23 undertake an initial assessment at the time of admission, .

24 (2) The Unit shall, within fourteen days from the date of admission,
25 conduct a further assessment of that person to determine whether he should
26 be discharged from the assessment centre or should be admitted to one of the
27 following: i '
28 (a)amental institution;

29 " (b)amedical institution;

30 (c)adetoxification or drug rehabilitation centre; or
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1 (d) a care centre, as a beginning of the care process, that would
2 facilitate rehabilitation and reintegration into the society.
3 19, Every person admitted to a care centre shAalI be the responsibility
4  ofthe Manager of the E:en_tre. . .
5 20, The Unitshall review tbe case of each resident of a care centre on
., 6 amonthly basis to assess his suitability for discharge from the centre.
ﬂil_’e?::nfl;‘;nd 7 2L Thg._Unit shall have the power to lfe_c_ommend that any resident
8 m-ay__be discharged from a care centre either conditionally or unconditionally.
9 ,2:_2._-'(1) A relative or friend who is willing and able to provide for a
10 socially displaced perSon who is being cared for at a care centre, may apply to
11  the Director-to have that person placed under thej care and control of that
12 - relativeorfriend. - . . .. . T
13 (2) Where the Director is satisﬁed that the applicant can provide
14 adequate care and support for the socially displaced person, he may discharge
15.  thatperson intothe careof the appl_icant-. | o
16 (3) Where for 'ciny reason the care and support of the relative or friend
17  of the socially displaced person ceases, the relativeor friend shall inform the
18 . Director of the cessation of such care and support as soon as it is reasouably
19 practicabletodoso. . . L
20 23.-(1) A person residing in a care centre may berequired to engage in .
.21  any suitable work, for which the Unit certifies him to be capable, either with a
22 . view to fitting him for employment outside of the care centre or with a view to
23 hfs contributing-t_o his maintenance in the care centre,
24 - ..+ (2) A person residing in a care centre who attends work outside the
.25 care centré -shall be deemed, while engaged in such employment, to be a
26 . resident ofthe care centre. P
27 24, Aperson residing in a care cenire may, if so ditjected by the Unit,
28 he transferrea 10 a hospital or other medical institution for treatment, and shall
29  bedeemed tobe aresident of the care cenfre while receiving such treatment.
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1 25, The Unit may transfer a person residing in a care centre to
2 another care centre,
3 26. Where upon investigation, a Field Officer deterrhines that a
4 person. . ' |
5 {a) without peﬁnission of the Manager, leaves a care centre to
6 which he has been admitted fn accordance with section 15 ofthis Act; or
7 (b) having obtained permission from:the Manager, leaves a care
8 centre for a limited time or for a-specified purpose and fails to return at the
9 expiration of that time or when that purpose has been accomplished and
10 - without reasonable excuse returns to street life, commits an offence and is
il liable on summary convibtion to imprisdnment for a term not exceeding one
12 month. |
13 7 27. Aperson residing inacare ceﬁtre who: _
14 “(a) takes part in any assault or attack on any officer of the care
15 centre;
16 o (b) aggravates or repeatedly assau}.ts aﬁy other person residing in
17 - thecarecentre;or '
18 (c) willfully destroys or steals any property of the care centre, o of
i9 the staff or other residents ofthe care centre, commits an offence and is liable
20.° - on summary conviction to imprisenment for a-term not exceeding three
21 months. 7 |
7 22 28. Any person who is reasonably suspected of having committed  Arrest withowt
23 -an offence under section 28 or 29 and who refuses or fails to accompany a et
24 police officer tb, __01: to-appear before 2 Magistrate's Court when required to
25 “doso féf the purposes of this Act, may be arrested withouta warrant.
26 -~ 729: A person'who has completed serving a sentence imposed on  Refurns fo care
' . centre after serving
27 him under section 28 or 29 shall be returned to a care centre, and the Unit  sentence
- 28 :ghall have the power-to grant admission to such person after.hé_--h'as served
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30. The Minister may make regulations for the purpose of giving
cffect to the provisions of this Act and in particular for:

(a) prescribing anything that is required to be prescribed by this Act;

(b) governing the issue or withdrawal of a certificate;

(c) prescribing the fees payable in respect of the issue or renewal of a
certificate;

(d) prescribing the constitution and functions of the Un it;

(e regulating the management of assessment and care centres and the
admission of persons to these ccntres;

(t)' the care, control and rehabilitation of persons residing in care
centres;

(g) prescribing the forms to be used for the purpose of this Act; and

(h) prescribing standards of care,

31. Inthis Act, unless the context otherwise requires:
"assessment centre” means a cenre established under section 13 for the
assessment, evaluation, and treatment of socially displaced persons;
"Board" means the Social Displacement Board appointed by the Minister
under section §;
“care centre" means any house, home or facility approved as such under section
19 for the reception of socially displaced persons who are in need of care and
treatment;
“court" means a court of summary jurisdiction; _
"Director" means the Executive Director of the Social Displacement Unit;
"Field Officer" means a person responsible for the initial assessment of a
socially displaced person before he is admitted to an assessment centre,
"Manager" means a person having the management or control of an assessment
centre or care; ‘
"Minister" means the Minister to whom is .assigned the responsibility for
Social Development;

"public place" includes any place to which the public is admitted with or
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without payment;
"the Social Dispiécelﬁent Unit" is the Unit established under clause 4;
"socially displaced ]f:erson" means any idle person habitually found ip a
public place whether or not he is begging and who by reason of illness or
otherwise is unable to maintain himself, or has no means of subsistence or
place of residence, is ﬁhable to give a satisfactory account of himself and
causes oris likely to cause annoyance or damage to persons frequenting that
public place, or otherwise to create a nuisance.

32. This Bill may be cited as the Socially Displaced Persons Bill,
2019, |

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

This Bill seeks to provide for ther assessment, care and rehabilitation of

socially displaced persons in Nigeria.
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