NIGERIA, 2004 AND FOR RELATED MATTERS

Sponsored by Hon. Garba Datti Muhammad

ENACTED by the National Aséembiy of the Federal Republic of

Nigeriaas follows

1. The Council for Regulatmn of Freight Forwarding in Nigeria

~ Act, Cap.C54,Laws ofthe Federatlon ofNi 1gena, 2004 (in this Bill referred

toas the "Principal Act") Is amended as setout in the BilL.

2.-(1) The Council shall consxst of the following:

1 "ersons elected from the registered associations by the
freight forwardefs_: _ 'reflect the practitioners at the three (3) major maritime
zones as well as :.;:érgo airport and Jand borders in accordance with the
provision of thé tﬁird scheduleto t]ﬁs Bill; '

(d) Six (6) persons apﬁointed by Mr. President to represent the six
geopolitical zones of the federation for four (4) years tenure;

(HA répresentative each 6? the following establishment:

(1) Federal Ministry of Transport,

(ii) Federal Ministry of Finance,

(iii) Federal Ministry of Education,

{iv) ngenan Custom Senrice

{v) Nigerian Shlppem Councnl

(vi)N {gerian Port Authority,

(vii) Nigerian Civil Aviation Authority,

(viii) Nigerian Railway Corporation,

(ix) Nigerian Association of Chambers of Commerce, Industry
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(3) There shall be a Chairman and ¥ice-Chairman of the Council who
shall be nominated and elected by the members of the Council and shall each
hold office for a term of Tour years from the date of election, and the chairman
shall premde at meetings of the council, so however that in the event of the -
death, incapacity or inability for any reason of the chairman, the vice-chairman
shall act as chairman for the un-expired portion of the term of office '

3.-(1) The provisions of the First Schedule to this Bill shalj have effect
with respecf to the qualifications and tenure of Office of members of the
Council, powers and procedure of the Council and other matters therein
mentioned. : : |

(2) Regulations may provide for increasing or reducing the
membership of the Council, ‘ -

4. The Coungil is charged with the general duty of-

{(a) deterrhining the persons or classes of persons who constitute
freight forwarders for the purposes ofthis Blll

{b) determining the standards of knowledge and skill to be attained by
persons seeking to be registered as freight forwarders and raising those
stan&ards from t'uﬁe to time in accordance with international industry practice;

_(c)regulating and cofafmiiing the practice of freight forwarding;

(d) regulating and céntrollirig all the associations of fright forwarding
agents; - o '

(e} regulatlng and comrolling persuns who are engaged in freight
forwardmg, ‘

(f}Ensuring‘un’ifor'm -stand'z'{fd‘ of professional conduct and education
relevant to freight forwarding practlce '

(g promotmg the hlghest ‘standard of competence, practice and

conduct among members ofthe professnon,

(h) securing, in accordance with the provisions of this Bill the



2019 Council for Regulation of Freight Forwarding in Nigeria Act (Amendment) Bill, 2019 05009 :

I

Wooes =1 &y bh s w2

p—
=

—
—

pad
b

—
G

S T N e N S N e e e e S S ey

8]
<

establishment and maintenance of registers of persons entjtled to practiccas .

freight forwarder and the publication from time to time of the Hst of such

persons,

(1) encouraging the partipipation of members in international

~exchange programs;

(i) and performing aﬁy other funetion conferred on the council by

this Bill.

. “The tenure of the Governing Council shall be Four {4) years at
atime, commencing from the date of the inauguration of the Council. .

6. Insertion of New Section4.

PART I - FUNCTIONS AND POWERS OF THE'GdVERN;NG COUNCIL

7.-(1) The Governing Council is the highest policy} organ of the
council whose powers and lfunctions as specified in the act include:

(a) Appeintment of the-Registrar on ‘merit who shali serve as
secretary to the council; _ _

(b) The governing council shall'determine_ tﬁe.rerﬁuneration and
allowances of the registrar and other employees of the council in accordarice
with the public service salary scalg;

(c) regulating and controlling the pra_ctice; of freight forwarding
including making rules, regulations and guidelines for the trainiﬁg,
supervision and licensing of suitable persons engaging in freight fomardiﬁg
activities; | ‘

{d} compiling Mes and procedures for itself which shall be so
approved by the Governing Council;

(e) considering and approving audited accounts ; the repon of the
auditor thergeof,- and shall approve the estimates/budgets of the following
year;

H appoiﬁting/Electing: suspending or remeving members of the
comiittees; | .

{g) confimming the admission, considering the suspension and

Insertion of new
section 3(3)

Insertion of new
section 4

Functions and
powers of the
Governing Couneil
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-nmm;mmdm mxh the Act;
SRR @x}x&!egam&gby ;;isuunmz 0 Witing fo one or more conumiiess &,
; ﬂwﬁmemmg Board thinks fit the exercise of sueh functions of the Gcwemmg
. . Bﬂﬁy@as arespmf ied inthe instrument, other thart this power of delegation;
' (3) not withstanding any defegation under these Regulations, the
Governing Board may continue to exercise any function delegated:
(i) app oving the appointment, promotion and discipline of the staffs
afthe Councikin accordance with the public service rules.
| ‘8. Sectionbofthe Principal Act of this Bill is amended
L e PART I - FINANCIAL PROVISIONS |
' 9,-(1}’11';& Council shal establish and maintain 2 fund for the purpose

- Btiboet M0
- ¥2" ofihis Bill, the management and control of which shall be in the hands of the

o e o

%3 -Kowncil considering the fact that the council is a revenue generating ageney.
4 S {2)There shall be paid out of the Fund of the Council established

; ectibn(l)ofthis Section-

: ieremuneration and allowances of the Registrar and employees
i7  of the‘Cgurtc‘ifi;
i8 (b)Y such reasonableltraveiiing and subsistence allowance of members
19 -of the Council in respect of the time on the business of the Council as the

20 Councilmay approve; |

21 {c) any other expénseé approved and incurred by the Council in the
22 discharge of'its functions under this Bill;

23 - {d) "there shall be a fund to the Council known as practitioners

' 24 .operating fees (POF) which shall be service charge onall import and export

% goods including wet cargo;

26 (¢} the POF collection shall be domiciled with the revenue invoicing

27 management system (RIMS) under fhe Tariff and Billing Department of the

28  NPA.

Amendment of
Section 11 29

10. Section 11 of the Principal Act of this Bill is amended

»
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PART HI - THE REGISTRAR AND THE Reasoes OF FREGIT

FORWARDERS :
H.-{1} There shall be for the Council 2 Registrar who shall e
y
employed by the Governing Council

{2} The Regisisar shall hold office fora period of four {4) years on
such terms and conditions as may be specified in his letter of employment
and may be cligible for renewal for another tenm of four {4} years and no

- more.

{B}T‘i;z&xmaishailappomzaftandpmperpemanmbethex

Mmfmﬁemdﬁm&ihmﬁs&haﬂ;&m 3
may, from time to Gime, think pecessary fo assi
pﬁfmmmmcﬂfhmﬁmwumsmdﬁzﬁasﬁﬂi

with the provisions. of s Bl av be seghtened o saghsersd sigh
forwarders asdwhoapply iathe specilichmanssntabesosceistrel.
(5) There shall be a seister to e newasile Regisier of Freieh
Forwarders{in this Till refemmedoas the Regiser™), |
{5) Subject 1o the foregoing provisionfliis section, the Coungil
shall sacke suiles with respect to the form and keeping of the regisier and the
making of entries fherein, and in particalar-
| {a@) repelling the making of applmm for emsolment or
vegistration, @5 ihe, case way be, and providing for the evidenee to be
preduce msupport of such applications; )
_ gb}pmmiugfmﬁwmfmmmﬁwaem by the person 1o

sv:}mmﬁmmzbawgmerw person i have any qualification whick
i in relafion to the profession, either an approved qualification or an

Appointmen
and Tunctions of
the Repgistrar




C 8012  Council for Regulation of Freight Forwarding in Nigeria Act {Amendment) Bill, 2019 2019

N - - N T~ RV S N O S o B

T T T T TG S TR & S N S S R e e i < =
ggﬂmmhwm—ocwqc\m#mw—do

3

Lren]

L

accepted qualification for the purposes of this Bill, registered in rélatiqn to his
name in addition to or, as he may elect, in substitution for any other
qualiﬁcéti_on soregistered; ' |

{d) specifying the fees, iﬁcludiﬁg any annual subscription, to be paid
to the Council in respect of the entry of names on the register, and authorizing
the Registrar to refuse to enter a name on the register until any fee specified for
the entry has been paid;

(e) specifying anything failing to be specified under the foregoing
provisions of this section, but rutes made for the purposes of_ paragraph (d) of
this subsection shall not come into force until they are confirmed by order of
the Minister. - 7

(7) The Registrar shall under the direction and subject to the
requirement of the Council-

(a) correct in accoi’dénce with the Council‘s directions, any entry in
the Register which the-Cour;cil directs him to correct as being in the Council’s
opinion an entry which was incorrectly made; '

(b).make, from time to time, any necessary alteration to the registered
particulars of registered persons; '

{c) remove from the Register,-fhe name of any registered person who
hasldied; and .

{d) record the names of members of the Council who are in default for
more than six months in the payments of annual ‘subscriptions, and to take such -

“action in relation thereto (including removal of the names of defaulters from
the Register) as the Council may direct or require.
. (8) Ifthe Registrar-

(a) sends by post to any registered person a registered letter addressed
to him at his address en the Register enquiring whether the registered
particulars relating to him are correct and receives no reply to letter within the
period of six months from the<date of posting it; and

{b) vpon the expiration of that period sends in the like manner to the




2019 “‘Coz_tncil for Regulation of Freight Forwaiding in Nfgeri}a Act (Amendment) Bill. 2019 C 5013

i person in question a second similar letter and receives no reply to that letter
2 within three months from the date of posting it, the Registrar may retneve
3 the particulars relating to the person in question from the Register; and that
4 the council may direct the Registrar to restore to the aﬁpmp_riate part of the i
3 Register any particulars removed therefrom under this subsection.
6 12. InthisBill- v Interpretation
7 "Chairman” and "vice-chairman" means persons elected as sﬁch to chair the
8 Council established under this Bill;
9 "Disciplinary Tribunal" means the Registered Freight Forwarders
10 Disciplinary Tribunal established under section 21 of this Bill;
i1 "fees" include annual subscriptions;
12 “freight forwarder" means any person or company who arranges the carrfage
13 or movement of goods and associated fonnalitics.on behalf of an importeror
14 exporter along the international boundaries of sea ports, cargo airports or
15 larid border stations; |
16 "Iﬁ_vestigatiug Panel" means the Registered Freight Forwarders )
17 Investigating Panel established under section 21 of this Bili;
18 "Minister" means the Minister of the Govemnmeni of the Federation charged
19 with the responsibility for matiers relating to Transport generally;
20- fees” include registration, annual subseriptions, POF, Levies and service
21 charge;
22 "freight forwarder" means any person or company engaging in freight
23 forwarding services;
24 "freigii forwardin@' ﬁems as may relate to import or export services of any
' 25 kind relating to the carriage, consolidation, storage, handling, packaging or ‘
26 distribution of goods as well as anciilary and advisory services in connection
27 - therewith, including but not limit,e_d to customs and fiscal rﬁatters, declaring
28 the goods for official purposes, procuring insurance for goods and collecting ’
29 or procuring the payment or docufnents relating to goods. Freight
30

Forwarding services also include logistics services with modern

&
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11

information and communication technology in connection with the carriage,
handiing or storage or goods de facto tota] supply chain management,
13, This Bill may be cited as the Council for_Regulatiéﬁn of Freight
Forwarding in Nigeria Act (Amendment) Bili, 2019.
- SCHEDULE -
FIRST SCHEDUL,
[Section 3.}
SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE .COUN(-JIL
| 1. Subject to the provisions of this paragraph, a member of the
Governing Council shall hold office fora period Four {4) years beginning with
the date ofhis nauguration. '
EXPLANATORY ‘MEMDRA‘\NDUM -
This Bill seeks to amend the Council for Regulation of Freight Forwarding in
Nigeria Act, Cap. C54, Laws of the Federation of Nigeria, 2004, to enlarge the

representation in the Coﬁngij, the functions of both the Council and, the

Governing Council as a revenue generating agency.



