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ABILL
FOR .

AN AcT TO ESTABLISH THE DIETITIANS COUNCIL OF NIGERIA To

REGULATE THE PROFESSION OF DIETETICS AND FORRELATED MATTERS
Sponsored by Hon. Odebunmi Olusegun

. . [ ]

ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria as follows: | . ‘ ‘

PART 1 - ESTABLISHMENT OF DIETITIANS COUNCIL OF NiGERIA

1.-(1) There is hereby establlshed for Dietitians in Nigeria a body
to be known as the Dietitians Councll of ngerla (herelnaﬂer referred to as
"The Council") which shall be charged with the duty to:

(a) determine the standards of lgnowiedge and competence td be
attained by persons seeking to'become registered as Members qrAssoc iates
(herein roferred to as Dietetic Practitioners) and reviewing thpsp'scangiards,
as circumstances may permit; S s |

(b) regulate and control the prof'e:.ssional training of biéte’tic
Practitioners in all dietetics internsliip‘ training centres in Nigeria and the
regular inspection and acéreditation‘ofsuch Institutions; |

{c) assess and evaluate professional education and registration of

- foreign graduates of Nutrition and Dietetics;

(d} conduct National post-degree (Dietetic internsh ipj
ékam ination and awarding certificates as appropriate;. _

(e) ensure that Dietetics Practitioners in Nigeria upho-ld the.Code
ot ethics, Code of good conduct and practice of the profession and guarantee
the sustainability ofhigh quality dietetic practice;

(f) Promote the adoption of healthy diets and lifestyle for all

Nigerians and collaborate with government Ministries, Parastatals,

 International agencies and civil societies with similar mandate; ,
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(8) Promote rapid sustainability of high quality diets for Nigerians
through scientifi e methods and regulate all issyes pertaining to Dietetics in
Nigeria; '

(!1) advance the education, science, technology and art of Nutrition

and Dietetics and collaborate with Nigerian Universities Commission in this

respect;

(i) advise and e‘ncouragé the enactment and the en for centent of laws

. that will guarantee good nutrition, quality diets and consistent supply of high

" quality foods to Nigerians;

{fYeducate the public on healthy diets for maintenance and prevention
of diseases through the practitioners;

(k) encourage the co- operatlon of ihe Counul with any relevant

.Counul in Nutrition and Diercucs Internationally;

- (1) regulute and control the standards of Nutrumn and Dletetlcs
pr ofesswnal trammg and pr acuce inallapproved Hospltals Health institutions
and faCIIItleS spnrts centres, camps, corporate welfare programmes,
wmmumty and public health scttmgs food and nututlon related business,
factories and mdustr:es research institutions on food and  nutrition,
Pharmaceut:cal Companies, other institutions and any public p]ace etc,

(n1) securing - in accmdance with the prowsxons of this Act, the
establishment and mamtenance of a register of Dleuilans necessary for the
purpose of recognizing persons enutled under this act to carry on as registered
Dietitians and Assistant DlLttll&nS subdivided into two gladts _

(i) Registered Dietitians: "

(ii) Reglstered Assistant dtcuttans for the purpose of keeping record

of persons entitled under this Act to carry. on as registered dietitians or

registered Assistant dietitians and the publication from time to time of'a list of
persons so qualified;

(m) regulate and conirol the practice of Nutrition and D:etellcs mall its

ramifications;
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(o) perform any other functions as may necessary to the practic%,of
Dietetics and Nutrition, '

2.-(a) The Council shal] have a perpetuai succession and ni'a‘y sue
and be sued in its corporate name and shall have a common seal, which shall
be kept in such custody as the Council may, from time to time, authorize;

(b) Fixing of the seal to any document shall be authenticated by the
signature of the Chairman or any other person as may be directed by the
Couneil, '

3, The Council shall have powér to:

(a) establish and promote all such professional certificate courses
in Dietetics; '

(b) establish such offices, departments, units and branches of the
Council as may be required for the proper administration and operation of
the Council; .

(c) subject to such terms and conditions as the Council may
approve, engage staff, agents and other workers as may be required by the
Council for the performance of its functions under this Bill;

(d) establish necessary organization for the proper and efficient
conduct ofthe affairs of the Council;

| (¢} provide regulations for all staff of the Council and provide
pension and welfare schemes for the staff, and

(f) do such other things as may be necessary for the performance of
the functions of the Council,

PART 11 - COMPoSi'l‘ION Or CounCIL

4.~(1) There shall be established for the Council a body to be
known as the Governing Council-(in the Bill referred to as the "Council”),
which shall be charged with responsibility for the’ admioistration and
gencral management of'the Council, '

(2)The Council shall consist of the following:

(a) The chairman, who shall be a Registered Dietitian of not less

Péwer-of the
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1. than fifteen (15) years post registration experience to be appointed by the

2 President, on the recommendation of the Minister and if consultation with the
3 Professional Association for Dietitians, in this A::t referred to as "Association
4 . of Nigerian Dietitians";
5 (b)The Registrar;
6 (c) Arepresentative of the Federal Ministry of Health;
7 (d) six registered Dietitians of not Eé‘ss than 10 years post registration
8 éxperi_enée to be appointed by the President on the recommendation of the
9  Minister and in consultation with the Professional Association of Dietitians to
10 representeach ofthe six geo-political zones in Nigeria,
11 (e) two persons who shall be registered Dietitians of not less ;!1an 10
12 years post registration experience representing the Professional _Associét-ion
13 for Dietitians; '
14 (f) five persons at a ratio of 3 to 2 to represent the Universities ahd
15I Polytechnics offering degree and diploma programmes in Nutrition and
16  Dietetics on rotational basis to be appointed by the President on the
17 recommendation of the Minister of health and in consultation with the
18  Professional Association for Di'et.Itians;
19 (8) one person to represent the Armed Forces who shall be a
20 Registered Dietitian of not less than 10years post qualification, |

Te;%ure of 21 §.~(1) (a) The Chairman shall hold office fora tenﬁ of three years and

o 22 shallbe eligible for re-appointment for one more term;
23 '(b) the chairnﬂan shall preside over all meetings of the Council, and in
24 the event of death, incapacity or inability to perform the functions ofhis office,
25 a new chairman shall be appointed for the unexpil;ed term of oflice of the
26 chairman, _
27 (2)The provision of the first schedule to this Act shall have effept with

- 28 respectto the qualifications and tenure of office of members of the Council and

29 other matters therein mentioned.
30 '(3) (a) The tenure of office of a member of the Council other than an
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I ex-officio member shall be three years but such member sha" at the end of .
2 thatterm be eligible forre-election, for one more term on-fy;
3 (b) All members of Council shall be on part time basis except the
4 Registrar ofthe Councif; B
5 (¢) The rem_xineration of the Registrar and other members of staff
6 shall be determilied bj the Council,
7 “{(d) Sitting al'lowances and other remuneratkbr.ls for. other part time ", B
8 staff of the council shall be determined by the governing Cbunci[ based on .
9 the prevailing economie realities;
10 . {4)The office of a member of the Council shall becomg vacant if
11 he: |
12 (a) resrigns from his office, by notice under his hand, addressed to
13 the Council; .
14 (b) is removed from office by the Council, by r;aason of
15 professional misconduct, physical or mental inﬁrmit}(; or;
16 (c) without leave of the Council, absents himself for 3 consecutive
17 ‘meetings of the Council; ‘
18 {5) The functions of the Council shall be to:
19 (a) carry into effect the functions and powers of the Council;
20 {b) govern the affairs of the Council;
21 {c) effect proper tﬁanagement ofthe Council;; and
22 (d)_do other acts and things as the Council may consider necessary
23 for carrying out the functions and powers of the Council;
24 * FINANCIAL PROVISIONS _
25 6.-(1) The Council sﬁall establish and maintain a fund for the’ Funds of the
2% . purpose ofthis Act. - _ ' comned
27 (2} There shall be paid into the fund established pursuance to
28 subsection (1) of'this section: '
29 (8) a take-off grant for the establishl‘nent of the fund and
30 Asustainable funding interventions by the Federal government. or through
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1 financial appropriation by't{h-‘é National Assembly;
2 (b) All fees and other monigs payable to the Council in pursuance of
3 thisAct;and |
4 {(c) Such monies as may be payable to the council, whether in the
5 course of the discharge of its functions or otherWise;
6 (3) The Council m-ay apply the proceeds of the fund established under
7 sub-section 2 of this section for; '
8 {(a) The remuneration and allowances | of the Registrar and other
9 employees of the Council;
10 (b) traveliing‘ and subsistence aljowance 6f‘members ofthe Council in
{1 respectofihe timf spent on the business ofthe Counpii asthe Council may with
12 theapproval of the Minister determine; and
13 (c) any other expenses incurred by the Council.in the discharge of its
14 functbns under this Act,

Power to invest 15 7. The Council may invest the fund in any security created or issued
i6 by or on behalf of the Federal Government or in any other securities in Nigeria
17 asmay be approved by the Coincil. .

Power to borrow 18 8. The Council may _borro“.frmoney up to a vohume not above 50% of
19 the annual revenue of the immediate past yéar for the purpose of the Council's
20 activities. 7 '

Annual Estimates 21 9.-(1) The Council shall prepare and submit to the Minister net later
22 thanthe 30th da}; of September of each year ari est-imate of its expenditure and
23 income during the next succeeding year.
24 (2) The Minister nu;y, out of the monies provided by the Federa!
25 G—overnment to the Council, Vei_ther by way of grants or by way of loan, make

. 26 payments of such amounts as tbe Féderal Government may from time to tim_e_

27  determine.

Accounts and 28 10. The Council shall keep proper accounts and Audit in respect of

At 29 each year and shall cause its accounts to be audited at the end of the year to

. 30 which the accounts relate by a firm of auditors appointed from the fist and in

i .
!
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! accordance with guideliﬁes supplied by the Auditor ~General for the
2. Federation. |

3 ' PART 111 - APPOINTMENT OF REGISTRAR

4 11.-(1) The Council shall apboint a person as the Registrar'of the ‘
5 Council. (2) The Registrar shall: ‘ '

6 (a) be a practicing registered Dietictan and hold a minimum of
7 Bachetor Degree in Nutrition and Dictetics;

8 (b} have undergone a 12 months Dietetic in{emsllip wifh not less
9 than 15 years post experience in Nutrition and Distetics;

10 " (3) The Registrar shall be the secretary to the Council and 10 the
11 Disciplinary Tribunal.
12 {4} It'shail be the duty of the Registrar to prepare and maintain in
13 accordance with rules made by the Council:
k4_ | {a) register of names, addresses, telephone mumbers, e-mails,
I5 approved and of such other qualifications énd particulars, as may be
i6 specified in the rules, of all persons who are entitled to be enrolled as
17 associates and members and who in the mannef prescribed by such rules,
18 apply to be so registered,
19 {b) register of the premises of membérs ofthe profession; who are
20 in private practice.

’ 21 {5) The Register shall consist of three parts of which:

22 {a)the ﬁrst partshatl be in respectoffull melﬁbers;

23 (b) the second part shall be in respect of associate members;

24 {c) the third parl shall be in respect of the pr"emises ol members:

25 {6) Subject to the provisions of this section, the Council shall make
26 rules with respecf to the form and keeping of the register and the making of
27 entries therein, Vand- in particular:

28 () regulating the applications for enrolment or registration, as the
29 case may be, and providing for the evidence ta be produced-in support of
30 such applications; |



C 5066 Dietitians Council of Nigeria (Establishment) Bill, 2019 2019
1 (b} providing for notification to the registrar, by the person to whom
2 any registered par_ticularé relate, of any change in those particulars;
3 (c) authorizing a registered person to have any qualiﬁ;:ation which, in
4 relation to the profession, is an approved qualification for the purposes of this
5 Act registered in relation to his name in addition to or, as he may elect, in
6 . substitution 1”'0;i any other qualif' cation so registered;
T ) , (d) SpeCIfymg the fees including any annual subscrlpuun to be paidto
. 8 the Councll in respect ofthe entry of names on the register, and authorizing the
9 Registrartorefuse to enter a name on the registel until any fee-specified for the
10 entr)gh as been paid;
Y o (e) spemfymg anythmg failing to be specified iinder lhe foregomg
, 12 prowsnons of this section, byt rules made for the purpose of paragraph
‘ﬁ . 1_.] 3 (d) of this subsectlon shall not come into force until they ai'e
14 ;' COnﬁrmed at the Annual General Meeting of'the Profess:onal Association for
=;'-. ) 1 § Dientmns ‘ e -
~. 1 6 (Mt shall be the duty of the Registrar to:
17, R L(a) c;qrrag, in ageordance with the Council's directions, any entry in
18  the rt_:gis_tgr which the Cou‘ncil directs him to correct as being in the Council's
19 opinienwas incorrectly made; ‘
20 (b) make any necessary alteration to the registered parl:icr:liars. of
21  registered personand premlses |
22 _ () remove from the rﬁglster the name of any registered person who
23 diedorwhose temporary registration has ceased; and
24 | - {d)record the names of registered persons who are in default for more
25 than six'months in payment of annual subscription, and to take such action in
26  relation thereto (inclu.ding removal.of names of defaulters from the regisier) as
27  the councilmay direct orrequire.
28 (8)1fthe Registrar:
29 (a) sends by post to any registered persona reglstered letter add1 essed

to hun at his address on the register enquiring whether the registered particulars
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relating to him are correct and receives no reply to the icllex wnhm a period

ofsix months from the date of posting it; and
(byupon the expiration of that pcrlod sends in the like manner to the _

ER SN in o )kc,stron a second similar letter and receives no reply to the letter

1~ veen 1%-ree months from the dale of last posting the Registrar may .

renaie e particulars relating to the person in question from the register;
Provided that the Council may direct the Registrar to return to the
eppropriate part cfthe register any particulars remaved there from under this

suhsecticn, B “

~{9) When = person's name is entered on the register of mempbers
ma ni':nr*d wnder this section, that person shall thereupon be taken to

become a ﬂembtr of the Dlelltnns Councif of Nigeria and shall be entitled

E/LI TR

to aifix the suff" ix "RDN" meanirg: "Registered Dlelltlan—Nutrltlomst” afler

PR PR

lnsnarﬂc o

AFrees - Tt

La. (l),tsl-"" bethe dviy efthe Registrarto:

(a) to cause tag reglster to be prinied, published and put on sale to

. members of the public not later than two years from the commencement of

IhlS Bill and

(L) ther eafter in each year, cause 1o be printed, published and put on

e

sale as aforesa"d either a ccrrccted cdltlon of the register or a list of

- corrections made to the register s_mce it was Iast printed; and

correction to be deposnted atthe p] incipal Ofﬁces ofthe Council; and

(d) keep lhe reglster and list s0 deposued open {o.members of the

publicatall reason able times for inspection,

{2} A document purporting to be a print of an edition of the register
published under this section by authority of the Registrar in the current year,
or documents pu’rpo.rﬁng to be priﬁts of an edition of the register so
published in thé= current year and ol the list of correction to that edition so

published, shall (Without prejudice to any other rﬁode of proof) be

(c) cause a print of each edition of the register and of each listof

.. Publication g,

Register and list
of Corrections
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-admissible in any proceedings as evndence that any pcrson specified in Ehe
document or the documents read together as bemg registered, was £
registered at the date of the edition or of the listof c,orrectsﬂns as the casz ey
be, and that any person nof so specified was not seragistored.

(3) Where in accordance with subsec:ion {2) cf ihis sccf:ic-_rf ,:;'.;;3&'3)65:'

is, in any proceedings shown to have been or not to have been registered at a

A inguson
e e

particular date, he shall, unless the contrary is prewerd Lotpven

- ofthose proceedings as having at all material t” nies hereaftar contimnd ¢ be,

ornottobe, so enro[led orregistered.

FaRT IV - RE&:ISE‘U‘LON
13.-{1) A person chell not'lw"ri an ?'th(rnmem er pmr:f,r‘e as a
o e ke
Dietitian in Nigeria unless he is register ed W‘th m“ Counu undur the provision

of'this Act.

(2) A Resisteie 4 Dietit ey <;ha” lc* Q\*&}ﬁ'x‘(‘ to praciise é:téi‘:

i
throughout Nigeria. 7 i '

v de el T --:} LT L ﬁ\ atpare

o (3) Subject t{} he pl’OVISI"”l e"s‘ Y sec tm; (1) % ‘Rﬂr s on "“d Lo
ru!es made under section 11 of this Act. g p-ufor‘s ;h'ﬂ[-bL ‘f,nlz“;cckt t; bc ‘i 1"'v '
registered as a Dietitian under this Act if he: '

(a)is aNigeriacitizén;

(b}isofpgood character and a fit andprover peré@‘n;

{c) has attended a course of train ‘ﬂﬁ amoved by ‘hf‘ ‘

lhlsAct or the course was canducted atan nsfltet ﬂqn approvna b ine Covx
S

() holds a Bachelor 01 Sucncc deg:ec in Nuu mon aml Dmtbuu hom

a Umversny accredlted by the National Unwens;{xcs Commissicn, oI holdsa

wr Bivee 'y L L T e L PR T

h:gher National Dlploma in Numuon and Dwtelxcs from an nwi tufu‘n
accredited by the National Board for Technical Zducation (NETE \,
(e) has completed a one year internship training at any institution

approved by the Council and successhllly passed rhc reqmsne professional
registration emmmatmn lo; du,tcuc, interns;
=y : o mseeede qaofed
(f) holds 2 cemf" cate of dletetlc mtemsh1p lssued pursuant to
- - Junt

N
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1 subsection (3} (c) of this section; il
2 (g) has pay the prescribed fee.
3 14, Aperson is qual.ified to be registered as an associates member if Registration of
. _ Asspciates
4 he: ‘
5 (D) has attainﬁd acourse of training approved by the Council.
6 (2) holds a Bachelor of Science degree il}. Nutrition and Dictetics.
7 from any University or a Higher National Diploma in Nutrition and
3 Dietetics from any Polytéchnic ac.credited and applr'ovedrby the Council. o N
9 {3)paysthe prescribed fee. o
10 (4) Subject to the proyision of this section, a citizen of Nigeriawho -
11 qualified from an approved institution outside Nigeria shall be entitled to be
12 fully registered under this Act, ifhe satisfies the Council that het -
13 () holds a qualification granted outside Nigeria and for the time
14 being 7accepted- by the Council for the purposes of this subsection as regards '
i5 the professjoﬁ; ' ) ' _
16 7 _ {(b) in the country in which the qualiﬁ_catidn was granted he was
17 under no legal disabilit'y inthe pia’clice of Dieetics; | ' .
8 () holds a certificate of registration as a Dietitian acceptable to the
19 Coungcil; - ' o .
20 - {d) pays the prescribed fee.
21 (3) A person aggrieved by a deéision of the Council magle under
22 thls section may appeal to the Minister within one month after notification of g
23 the refusal is communiqted to him. |
24 15.-(1)A person who is nota éitizen of Nigeria may be regisl‘ere_d as‘_'f E:f;fég!é:gﬁ :"f‘ o
25 Dietitian under this Act if the country of which he is a citizen grants 22 Dietitian
26" réciprqcal registration féc-ilities to Nigeria citizens and i he:
27 () holds a qualification approved by the Council;
28 (b} has passed all the Council's _examinations governing the
29 practice of Dietetics in Nigeria and such other examinatidns as the Council
30 may prescribe and before being registered acquires the’required‘experience
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24

25
27
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29

30

in accordance with subsection (3) {a} of section 13 of this Act;
(c) has been resident in Nigeria for not less than twelve calendar

months immediately preceding the date of his application for registration

during which he is expected to undergo the requisite training-as may be .

prescribed by the Council;

(2) An applicant for registration shail in adciilion to evidence of
qualification, satisfy the Council thathe;

{a)is of good character; _ -

{bYhas attained the age of2 ] years;

(c) has not been convicted in Nigeria or elsewhere of any offence

dordishonesty; and

prescribed fee. r

(3) The Council may, in it discretion, provisionally accept a

- zqwalification in respect of an application for registration under this section or -

direct that the application be renewed within such period as may be specified in
the direction.

{4) Any eniry dirceted Lo be made in the register under subsection {3}
of this section, shall show that such registration is provisional and no entry so
made shall be converted to full re-gi‘straiﬁhon without the consent of the Council
in writing in that behalf. |

16. The Council shall publish in the Gazette particulars of
qualifications for the time being accepted for registration under this Act.

PART V - PRACTISING FEES

17.-{1) No registered person shall practice as a Registeras: Dietitian in
any year unless he has ;paiclr to the Council in respect of that year, the
appropriate practicing { et’ which shall be due ."anuzry of every yegr of as may
be prescribed?by the;:ouncitz |

{a) in the case of a Repistered Dietitian above {ifteen (13} years post
registration experience, N10,000;

(b) in the case of Dietitian of less than fifteen years but more than (10)
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1 years postregistration experience, N7,500;
2 (¢} in the case of a Dietitian of ten years or below post registration
k! experience, N5,000;
"4 (d) in the case of a Dietitian underg_qing internship training
5 N2,500; ' '
6 (e) in the case of a Dietitian undergoing the compulsory National
7 Service, N1,000,
8 (2) Without prejudice to being fully registered, any Registered
9 Dictitian with at least-fifty years post registration experlence shall not pay
10 practicing fee.
11 (3} Every fully Reglstel ed Dietitian who has paid his registration
12 feeas prescrlbed in subsectton (1) of this section is exempted from payment
13 of registration fee as in subsection (2) of this section, shall be entitled to an
14 annual practicing license authorizing him, subject to any regulations in
15 force, to practice the profession of Nutrition and Dietetics.
16 (4) The Council may with the confirmation of the Minister vary the
17 practicing fees prescribed in subsection {1) of this section, )
8 (5) The Council shall share the aggregate amount collected as
19 practicing fee as follows;
20 (a) 70% to the Professional Association for Dietitians;
21 (b)20%} to the Council; '
22 (6) Any Registered Dietitian who in respect of any year fail to pay
E).3 his practicing fee is guilty ofan offence and is liable on conviction:
24 (a) in the case of a first offence, to a fine twice the prescribed
25 practicing fee; and
26 (b) in the case of a second or subsequent offence, to a fine of not
27 less than ten times the prescribed practicing fee and if the Registered
28 Dietitian is in the employment of any person, the employer is also guilty of
29 an offence punishable in like manner as the Registered Dietitian if it is
30 proved that the failure to pay the practicing fee was with his knowledge,
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consent and connivance.

18.-(1) Every tertiary or secondary Health facility where internshipis
undertaken in Nigeria shall on demand by Council, submit to the Council
details of its dietetic internship curriculum, Staff strength, categories and
qualifications of Staff, therapeutic diet kitchen, outpatieni and inpatient
facilities and availability of departments of medicine and surgery, pediatrics,
obstetrics and gynecology for consideration and approval of the Council.

(2) The Council shal} thereupon, delegate to a committee of the .
Council the power to evaluate the contents of such curriculum, courses and
facilities and ensure that such curviculum, courses and facilities will
sufficiently equip any person pursuing Dietetics internship at the hospital with
the r.equisite knowledge, skill and work experience for professional
registration and practice of the Dietetics profession;

(.3) The Council shail where such a centre is approved, by instrument
accredit such programme and as the case may be, as a fit and proper Dietetic
internship training centre for the (rainin g of prospective re g.istered Members:

(4) Subject to this Bill, a person who has not obtained his first degree
in Nufrition and Dietetics from an accredited institution shall not be eligible to
undergo dietetic internship;

(5) Subject to this Bill, a person who has not obtained his ‘ﬁrst“degree
in Nutrition and Dietetics from an accredited institution, and who has not been
registered to practice, shall not Be eligible to be employed asa dietitian or hep.cl
adepartment of Nutrition and Dietetics in any tertiary institution in Nigeria.

19.-(1) The Council may approve any institution for the purpose of
this Act and may for those purposes approve.

(a) any course of professional training in Nutrition and Dietetics in
any approved institution which is intended for persons seeking 10 become a
Dietitian and which in the opinion of the Council is designed to confer on
person completing it sufficient knowledge and competence for the practice of

the profession;
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{b) any qualification which, as a result of an examination taken in

conjunction with a course of training approved by the Council under this

-section, is granted to candidates reaching a standard at the examination

indicating in the opinion of the Council that the candidates have sufficient
knowledge and competence to practice as Registered Dietitians.

(2) The Council may, if it thinks fit, withdraw any approval given
under this section in respect of any course, qualification or institutioﬁ, but
betore withdrawing such an approval the Council shall:

(a) give notice that it proposes to do so to such person in Nigeria
appearing to the Counciltobea persbn by whothe course is conducted or the
qualification is granted or the inslitution.is controlled, as the case may be;

(b) afford such a person an opportunity of making representation to
the Council with regard to the proposal; and

{c) take into consideration any representation made as regards the
proposal pursuant to paragraph (b) of this subsection.

(3) A course, qualification or institution shall not be {reated as
approved during the period the approval is withdrawn under subsection (2)
ofthis section,

(4) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (3) of this
section, the withdrawal of an approval under subsection (2) of this section
shall not prejudice the registration or eligibility for 1‘egi$tration of any
person who by virtue of the approval was registered or was eligible for
registration (either uncon.ditiona[ly or subject (o bis obtaining a certificate o
experience) immediately beéfore the approval was withdrawn,

(5) The giving or withdrawal of an approval under this section shall
have effect from such date, either before orr atter the execution of the
instrument signifying the giving, or withdrawal of the approval, as the
Council may specify inthe instrument of the Council shall:

(a) publishacopy of every such instrument in the Gazette; and

(b} not later than seven days before its publication, send a copy of

P
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the instrument to the Minister.
26.-(1) It shall be the duty of the Council to keep itself informed of the
nature of’

(a) the instruction given at approved institutions to persons attending

_approved courses of training; and (the institution must send their curticulum to

the Council for approval and aceredited every 3-Syears as the case may be);

{b) the examinations as a result of which approved qualifications are
granted and in the course of performing that duty the Council may appoint,
cither from among its own membars or otherwise, persons to visit the approved
institutions or to attend such exam inalioﬁs, |

(2) it shall be the duty of a visitor under this section to report to the
Council on:

(a) the adequacy of the instruction given to persons attending
approved courses of training at institutions visited by him; -

(b) the adequacy of the examination attended by Him; and

(c) any other matiers relating to the instruction or cxamination on
which the Council may, either generally or ina particular case, request him to
report, but no such person shall interfere with the giving of any instruction ot
the holding of any examination.

(3) On receiving areport made in pursuant to this section, the Council
may, if it thinks fit, and shall. if so required by the institutions. send a copy of
the report to the person appearing to the Council to be in charge of the
instruction or responsible for the examination 10 which the report relates,
requesting that person (o make observation on the report to the Council within
such period as may be specified in the request, not being less than one month
beginning with the date ofthe request.

21.-(1) There shall be established a Tribunal to be known as the
Dietitians Council of Nigeria Disciplinary Tribunal (in this Act referred to as
“the Tribunal”) which shail be charged with the duty of considering and

determining any case referved to it by the Investigating Panel established by
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subsection (3) of this section and any other case of which the Tribunal has
taken cognizance under the following provisions of this Act.

(2) The Tribunal shall consist of the Chairman and six other
members appointed by the Council. N

(3) There shall be a body to be known as the Dietitians Counml of
Nigeria Investigating Pane! (in this Act referred as "the Panel”) which will
be charged with the duty of: '

(a) conductirg a preliminary investigation into any case where itis

alleged that a person ¢ gistered has mishehaved in his capacity as a Dietitian

orany othes per son subjcct of proceedings before the Tr ibunal; and

(b) decldmg whether the case should be referred to the Tribunal (4)
The Panel shati be appointed by the Council and shall consists of four
members of the Council and a member not being a member of the Council.

(5) The provisions of the F irst Schedule to this Act shall, so far as
applicab]e to the Tribunal and Panel respectively, have effect with respect to
those bodies.

(6)The rules to be applied by the Dlsmplmal'y Tribunal with
regards to Professional misconductare as contained in the second schedule.

22.-{1) Where:

(a) a person registered under this Act is adjudged by the T nbunal to
be guilty of infamous conduct in any professional respect;

(b) a person registered under this Act is convicted by any court or
Tribunal in Nigeria or elsewhere having power to award imprisonment of an
offence (whether or not the offence is punishable with imprisonment) which
in the opinion ofthe Tribunal is incompatible with the status of a Dietitian; '

(c) the Tribunal is satisfied that the name of any person has been
fraudulently registered; the Tribunal may, if it thinks fit, give a direction
reprimanding that person of ordering the Registrar to strike his name off the
relevant part of the register. |

(2) The T nbunal may, if it lhmks fit, defer its demsmn as to the

_ Penaliies lor

unprofessional
conduct

N
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giving of a dtrectlon under subsection (1) of this section until a subsequent
meeting of'the Tribunal; but:

{a) no decision shall be deferred under this subsection for period
exceeding two years in the aggr Lgdte and

(b) no person shall be a member of the Tribunal for the purposes of
reaching a decision which has been deferred unless he was presentasamember
ofthe Tribunal when the decision was deferred.

. (3) For the purpose of subsection (1) (b) of this section, a persen shall
not be treated as a convict, unless the conviction stands at a time when no
appeal is pending or may (without extension of'time) be brought in connection
with the conviction. '

(4) When the Tribunal gives a direction under subsection ( 1} of this
section, the Tribunal shall cause notice of the direction to be served on the
person to whom it relates. |

(5) A person to whom a direction relates may. al any time within 28
days from the date of service on him, appeal against the direction to the P-'edera]
High Court and the Tribunal may appear as respondent to the appeal eﬁd for
the purpose of enabhng direction to be given as to the costs of the appeal and of
proceedings before 1he Tribunal, the Tribunal shall be deemed to be a party
thereto whether or not itappears on the hearing of the appeal,

(6) A direction of the Tribunal under section (1) of this section shall
take effect:

(a) where no api:eai under this section is brought against the direction
within the time limited for such appeal, oron the expiretie'n of thattime;

(b) where an appeal is brought and is withdrawn or struck out fer want
of prosecution; :

(c) where an ﬂppeei is brought and is not w‘ithclirawn or struck, but the
appeal is dismissed. _

(7) A person whose name isl struck off the register pursuance o a

direction of the Tribunal under this section shall not be entitled to be registered
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1 inthe i‘egister again except in pursuance ofa direction in that behalf given by

2 the Tribunal on the application of that person.

3 (8) A direction under subsection (7) of this section for 1he striking

4 off of a person's name from the register, may prohibit an application under

5 ' this subsection by that person until after the expiration of such period from

6 the date of the direction (and where he has duly made such an application,

7 from the date of his last application} as may be specified in the direction.

8 PART VI

9 23. Any per-on not a registered Dietitian who but for this Act.  Apslication of
lb would have been quali“.ed 1o apply tolpractice the profession of Dictetics ‘L:E:%Ell?ed
11 may, within, the period of one month beginning from the commencement of -

12 this Act, apply for membership of the profession in such manner as may be .

13 prescribed by rules made by the council; and if approved, he shall be

14 registered, accordmg to his qualification. (This should be a one- off wmdow

15 of opportunity).

16 24.-(1) Subject to subsection (2) of this section, a person shall be . When a pergon
17 . deemed to practice as a dietitian if, in consideration of remuneration E}Sfﬁlc?fsts

7 registered Dietitian

18 received or to be received and whether by him or in partnership with any

19 other person: ‘

20 - (a) engages in the practiéelof Dietetics or hold himself out to the

21 pu.bii(; as a Dietitian; ' .

22 {b) rénders professional sewice or assistance in or about matter of

23 pr1nc1ple or detail relatmg to Dietetics; or

24 {c) renders any other service which may by regulatlons be made by

25 the Council, with the approval of the Minister. '

26 25. (1 ) The Councii may make rules: Rules 25 to

practice, cic.

27 ) (a) for the training of suitable persons in Nutrition and Dietetics

28 4 pracnce and

29 (b) for the supervision and regulation of the engagement trammg

30 and transfer of such persons. .

o
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(2) The Council may also make rules:
(a) preseribing the form of license to be issued annually;

(b) restricting the tight to practice as a dietician in defau It of payment

“of the amount of the annual subscription where the default continues for longer

than such as may be prescribed by the rules;

(c) restricting the right to practice as a Dietitian if the qualification

.granted outside Nigeria does not entitle the holder to practice as dietitian:

_ ‘_(3) Rules made under this section shall if the chairman of the council
so directs, be puialished in the gazette.
26, The Council shall:
(1) Provide and mamtam a l[brary compnsmg of books and

pubhshmg same for the advancement of Knowledgein ' - "“ion and Dietetics

and such other books and publications as the Councily, 2y think necessary for

the purposes,
() encourage research into Nutrition and Dietetics disciplines and
allied subjects as may be considered necessarf/ by T -7, D tme o
time, by the Council.
_ 27.-(1) K any person for the purpose of procuriné the registration of
any name, quahﬁcatlon or pther matter: _
(a) makes a statement Whtch he beheves to be false ina materla]

wLrlein. -

particular;
Lo

(b) recklessly makes a statement which is false in a material particular

is guilty of an offence,

(2) If on or after the relevant date, any person who is not a member of
the Uounell o
the profession practices or holds himself out to practice for or in expectation of
reward or, takes or uses any name, title, addition or description implying that he
is authorized by the law to practice as a Dietitian and/or Nutritionist is guilty of
an offence.

(3) Inthe case of a person falling within subsection 1(i)(m) ofthis Act:

(a) The provision of subsection (2) of this section shall not apply in
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1 respect of anything done by him during the period of three months -
2 mentioned in that section; and *
3 (b) If within that period he duly applied for membership of the
4 profession, unless within the period he is notified that his appli’cation hasnet
5 been approved, the provisions of subsection '
6 (2) of this section shall not apply in respect of anything done by
7 him between the end of the period and the date on whicﬁ he is_regis*ered oris
3 _ natified. ,
9 (4) If any other person employed by or on behalf of the Council
10 willfully makes any falsification in any matter relating to the register, he is
11 guilty of'an offence.
12 (5) If any employer employs any person as a Dietitian that does not
13 possess the certificate of membership of the Council, he is guilty of an
14 offence.
15 (6)A person guilty of an offence under this section shali be liable: R
16 (a) On summary conviction, to a fine éf an amount not exceeding
17 N20,000; | | '
18. (b) On conviction on indictment, to a fine of an amount not
19 exceeding IN20,000 or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding two years,
20 or both.
21 (7} Where an offénce under this section has been committed by a
22 body corporate is proved to have been committed with the consent or
23 connivance of or to be attributable to any neglect on the part of any director,
24 manager, secretary or other similar officer of the body corporate of any
25 person purporting fo act in any such capacity, shall be deemed to be guilty of
26 that offence and shall be liable to be prosecuted and punished accordingiy.
27 28.-(1) Any regulations made under this Act, shall be pubiished in  Ryjes and
28 the Gazette as soon as they are made and a copy of such regulations shall be Reguiaons
29 sent to the Minister not later than seven days before they are published.
30

(2) Rules made for the purpose of this Act shall be subjeét to

xS
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Miscellaneous
supplementary
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confirmation by the Professional Association for Dietitians at any spécial
meeting convened for that purpose, and if then annulled, shall cease to bavc
effeet on the day after the date of annulment, but without prejudice to anything
done in pursuance or intended to be done in pursuance of any such rules.

29.-(a) Without prejudice to the rules made a contract maybe void if it
is fnconsistent with the provis%on of an enactment;

(by no person other than a fully registered D_ietitiaﬁ shall be entitled to
bring any proceedings in any Court of law for the purpés‘é ofrecovering any fee
or other consideration Whatsoever payable in respect of services as rendered or
facilities or things suppliéd by him when purporting to Act as a registered
Dietitian,

(2) It shall be the duty of any person in charge of each Department of
Nutrition and Dietetics in any higher institution in Nigéria to furnish to the
Registrar not later than 3 } March in every year a list of names and suciw other
particulars as the Council may by order specify of all persons who are
registered as Nuirition and Dietetics students in that school or faculty during
thatacademic session.

(3) It shall be the duty of the Dean of every faculty or school that offers

Nutrition and Dietetics as a course.of study in Nigerian approved by the council

to furnish the Registrar with the list of candidates successful at the final

examination immediately after the release of the result.
(4) It shall be the duty of any f;erson in charge of each Department of

Nutrition and Dietetics in any hospital where dietetics internship is aceredited

“and approved by the Council in Nigeria to furnish to the Registrar not later than

31 March in everyyear a list of names and such other particulars as the Council
may by order specify of al persons who are registered as Dietetics interns in
that health faculty during that year.
PART VII - MEETINGS
30.-(1) The Council shall hold not less than 4 Council meetings every

year, but the President shall upon the requisition of not less than 5 members




C 5081

2019

N S B N O S o N R

—_ = =
e = O

13)
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Dietitians Council of Nigeria (Establishment) Bill, 2019

convene an emergency Council meeting to transact the business Council

' £ .
© specified in the notice ofthat emergency Council meeting.

(2) The President shall preside at any meeting of the Council; and

irethe absence of-the President, the First Vice-President shall preside and in

the absence of both the President and the First Vice-President, the Second
Vice-President shall presﬁide and where he is also not available, members of
the Council present shall elect one of their member to preside at such a
meeting. . '

(3) The proceedings of the Council shall not be affected by the
absence of any member of the Council or any defect in the election or
appointment of any member or by reason that a person not entitled to be part
ofthe Proceedings, has taken partin such procéadings.

(4) The Council may make standing orders to regulate ifs
proceedings and those of any of'its committees. ‘

(5) The Council shall hold an annual. general meeting of all
Members everyyear. ’ |

{6) The President shall preside at any annual general meeting of the
Council; and in the absence of the President, the F irst Vice-President shall
preside, and in the absence of the First Vice-President, the Second Vice-
President shall preside and where bo'th the President anli the two Vice-
President.s are absent, the members present shall e]ec-t one of their number to
preside at such meeting,

PART VIII - MISCELLANEOUS

31.-(1) The Council may malke regulations to carry into effect any
of the provisions of this Bill.

(2) Without prejudice to Subsection (1), the Council may make
regulations to; )

(a) prescribe the fees, dues and subscriptions payable by the
Members;

(b) prescribe the forms of the licenses and certificates, to be issued

Regulations
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1  toDietitians; |
2 (c) prescribe th‘endei'te, procedure a.nd agenda of the annual general
3 meeting of‘thle; Council; and |
4 - (d) specify the offices and duties of the officers of the Council.
Inierpretation D 5 32, InthisAct, unless the context otherwise requires;
6 _"Compléinan't"nmeans any person who makes an allegation of professional
7 misconduct against‘a registered bfetitian or associate;
8 - "Council” means the Dietitians Council of Nigeria established under section 1
9 of this Act; :
10 | "Dietitian” means a persbn registered to practice as a Dietitian-Nutritionist by
11 the Council;
12 "Dietitian/ dietitian- nutritioﬁist" medns a professional who applies the science
13 offood and nutrition to promote health, prevent and treat disease
i4  "Disciplinary Tribunal" Means the Dietitians Council of Nigeria Disciplinary
15 Tribunal Established under section 17 (3) of this Act:  »
16 "Fees"Includes annual practising fee;
17 "Members" mez'ms aRegistered member or an Associate of the Council;
18 "Minister” means the Minister charged with the responsibility for matters
19  relating to health; .
20 "Panel” means the Dietitians Council of Nigeria Investigation I'anel;
21 "Profession" means Dietetics profession;
22 "Professional Association for Dietitians” means Association of Nigerian
23 Dietitians (AND);
24 "Register" means the Register maintained in pursuance of section 9 of this Act;
25 "RDN"means Registered Dictitian-Nutritionist;
26 "Secretary” means a person appointed to act as the Registrar of the Dietitians
27  Council of Nigeria. | ' .
~ Citation 28 33, This Bill may be cited as the Dietitians Council of Nigeria
29  (Establishment) Bill,2019.
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1 SCHEDULES

2 FIRST SCHEDULE

3 SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE DISCIPLINARY

4 TRIBI_JNAL AND INVESTIGATING PANEL

5 Disciplinary Tribunal

6 I. The quorum of the Disciplinary Tribunal shall be four members,

7 2,-(1) The Attorney General of the Federation shall make rufes asto L
8 the selection of members of the Disciplinary Tribunal for the puerSe of any |
9 proceeding, the pre tedure to be followed and the rule of c‘vi.dedce to be
10 observed in proceed ngs before the Disciplinary Tribonal, |

11 (2) The rules shall in particular provide:

12 (a) for securing that notice of the proceedings shall be givereat such
13 time and in such manner, as may be specified by the rules to the persons who
14 is the subject of the proceedings; 7
15 (b) for determining. who, in addition to the person ﬁforesaid, shall
16 be a party to the proceedings;

17 | (¢) for securing that any part of ihe proceeding shall, if he so
18 requires, be entitled to be heard by the Ijisciplinary Tribunal;

19 (d) for securing that any part to the procéeding may be represeﬁted
20 by a legal practitioner; . '

21 (e} subject to the provision of this Act, as to the costs of
22 proceedings before the Disciplinary Tribuna.l;

23 () for requiring in a case where it is alleged that the person who is
24 the subject of the proceedings is guilty of infamous conduct in any
25 professional respect, that where the Disciplinary Tribunal adjudges that the
26 allegation has not been proved it shall record a finding that the person is not -
27 guilty of such conduct in respect of the malters to which the allegation
28 relates; and

29 . () for publishihg in the Gazette notice of any direction of the
30

Disciplinary Tribunal which has taken effect providing that a person's name
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- shallbe struck offaregister.

3. For the purpose of any proceedings before the Disciplinary
Tribunal ahy member of the [5isciplina.ry Tribunal may administer oaths and
any party to the proceedings may issug out of the_ reéistry of the Federal‘High
Court writs of subpoena ad restb‘iéandztm and'dqlc"iesrec"um but no person
appearing before the Disciplinary Tribﬁ'ﬁaii shall be c-or.npelled:

| (a) t(; make any statement before the Disciplinary Tribunal tending to
incriminate himself; or 7

(l}) o pro'duce any document under such a writ which he could not be

compelled to produce atthe trial of anaction, |

4.-(1) Tor the purpose of advising the Disciplinary Tribunal on

_ questions of law arising in proceedings before if, there shall in all such

proceedings be an assessor to the Disciplinary Tribunal who shall be appointed
by the Council on the nomination of the Attorney General of the Federation and
shall be a legal practitioners of not less than seven years post-call experience.

(2) The Attorney-General of the Fedération shall make rules as to the
functions of assessors appointed under this paragraph and in particular such
rules shall contain-provisions for sécuring: P A

(a) that where an assessor advises the Disciplinary Tribunal on any
questions of law as to evidence, procedure or any other matiers speciﬁed by the
rules, he shall do so in‘the presence of évery party or person representiﬁé a part
to the proceedings who appears thereat or, if the advice every such party or
person as aforesaid shall be informed what advice the assessors has tendered;
and .

(b) that every such part or person as aforesaid shall be informed if in
any case the Disciplinary Tribunal does notaccept the advice ol the assessor on
such a question as aforesaid.

(3) An assessor may be appointed under this paragraph either

generally or for any particular proceedings or class of proceedings and shall
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hold and vacate office in accordance with the terms of the letter by which he
is appointed.
The Investigation Panel

5. 'The quorum of the investigating panel shall be three, all of
whom shall beregistered Dietitians ’

6.-(1) The Investigating Panel may, at any of its meetings attended
by the members of the Investigating Panel, make standing orders with
respect to the Investigating Panel (2) Subject to the provision of any such
standing orders, the 1vestigating panel may regulate its own procedure.

: Miscellaneous |

7.-(1 )lA person ceasing to be amember of the Disciplinéry Tribunal
or the Investigating Panel shall be eligible for appointment as a member of
that body. ) r

(2) A person may, if otherwise eligible, be a member of both the
Disciplinary Tribunal and the Investigating F"émel, but no person who acted
as a member of the Investigating Panel with réspect to any cas¢ shall actasa
member of the Disciplinary Tribunal with respectto tha.t case‘.

. 8. The Disciplinary Tribunal or the Investigating Panel may act
notwithstanding any vacancy in its r;wmbership and the proceedings of
either body shall not be invalidated by any irregularity in the appointment ol
a member of that body or subject to paragraph 7 (2) of this schedule, by
reason of the fact that any person who was not entitled to do so took part in
th(? proceedings of'that body.

9. Any document authorized or require by virtue of this act to be
served on the Disciplinary Tribunal or the investigation panel shall be served
on Lh.e Registrar. |

10. Any expenses on the Disciplinary Tribunal or the investigating
panel shall be defrayed by the Couneil.

11. A person shall not by reason ofhis appointment as an assessor

to the Disciplinary Tribunal, be treated as holding an office in the 'fJubl_ic '

C 5085
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1 service ofthe Federation.
2 | SECOND SCHEDULE
g 3 " DIETITIANS COUNCIL OF NIGERIA (DISCIPLINARY TRIBUNAL) RULES
4 K Reference to the iribunal
LS 1. Inany case where in pursuance of section 21(3) of the Act the Panel
6  isofthe Opinion that a prima facie case is shown against a, Dietitian, the Panel
¢ 7 shall prepare a report of the case and formulate any appropriate charge or
' 8  charges and forward them to the secretary together with all the documents
9 considered by the Panel.
10 Chairman fo convene the Tribunal
11 "2. The secretary shall refer the report and the charges to the chairman of the
N 12 Dietitians, Counpil of Nigeria who shall convene a meeting of the T::ibunal, as
13 setupinaccordance withrule 3 ofthese Rules.
14 Composition of the Tribunal
15 3.-(1) Whenever any case of professional misconduct against a
16 registered Dietitian or registered dietetics or associate is referred to the
17 Tribunal by the Panel, such a case shall be heard by the chairman and six other
18 members of the‘Council appointed by the Council. ﬁ
19 (2) The chairman of the Couneil, or in his a.bsencé, anyone appointed
20 in that behalf shall be chairman of the Tribunal,
21 (3) Four members oﬂhe Fubuna] mciudmg the chairman, shall form
22 a quorum '
23 {(4) An assessor a;'Jpointed by the Council on the nomination of the
24 Attorney-General of the F ederation in accordance with paragraph 4(1) of
25  Schedule 2 to the Act shall sit with the Tribunal and it shall be the duty of such
26 assessor 1o adviée the Trihﬁnal on questions of law arising iﬁ proceedings
27 beforeit. '
28 (5 Exdept Wllere the Tribunal is deliberating in close session, the
29  advice of. an aésessor on questions of law as to evidence, procedure and as to
30 compliance .with the Act shall _b.e tendel-re.d in the_bresence ofevery party or .his
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representative. o

(6) Where the advice ofthe assessor is tendered while the Tribunal
is deliberating in close session, the assessor shall personally, as soon as may
be, inform each parly or his representative in writing of the question which
has been put to him by the Tribunal and of his advice thereon.

{7) Ever'y party or his repreéentativé shail be informed whenever
the advice tendered by the assessor has not been acéepted.

Parties to the proceedings bef;re the Tribunal

4.-(1) the parties to the procéedings before the Tribunal shall be:

{(a) The chairman ofthe panel;

(b) The registered Dietician or Associate whose conduct is the
subjestmatter of the proceedings;

(¢) #f the Tribunal so directs, the complainant, who may be

* represented by a legal practitioner; and

{d) Such other [Serson-required by leave ofthe Tribunal to be joined,

(2) The registered Dietitian .or associate whose conduct is the
subject matier of the proceedings may appear either in person or be
represented by a legal practitioner and the Tribunal may also employ the
services ofa legal'ﬁractiti01ler to present the case before it.

5.-(1) Fixing of hearing and service of notice, etc. thereof by the
secrefary (1) On the direction of the Chairman of the Tribunal, the secretary
shall fix a day for the hearing of the case and shall serve notice thereof on
each party to the proceedings.

(2} The secretary shall serve on each party, other than ihe
complainanf, -copies of the report and all the charges prepared by the Panel
and all the documents considered by thé Panel.

| (3) Service of any document on the registered Dietitian or
Associate whose conduct is the subject matter of the proceedings may be
effected either by handing the documents to him personally or by sending it

by registered post to the address recorded in the register maintained in sub 4
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of section 1 | ofthe Act. 7
- Hearing in absence of parties

6.-(1) If any party fails to appear at the hearing, the Tribunal may,
upon proof of service on such party proceed to hear and determine the case in
his absence.

(2} Any party to a proceeding before the Tribunal whe fails o appear -
at the hearing, may within one calendar month from the pronouncement of the
tindings and directions of the Tribunal and upon giving notice to every other
party and to the secretary, apply to the Tribunal fora re-hearing,

(3) The Tribumal, if satisfied that it is Jjust that the case should be re-
heard, may grant the application on such termsA&nd costs or otherwise as it
thinks fit. | "

Hearing of witnesses and reception of documents

7. The Tribunal may, in the course of its proceedings, hear such
witnesses and receive such documentary evidence as in its opinion majf assisiit
in arriving al a conclusion as to the truth or otherwise of the allegaiions of
misconduct te it by the Panel. o

Amendment of charges before the Tribunal
8. Ifin the course of the proceedings it appears to the Tribunal that the charges
forwarded to it by the Panel require to be amendéd or added to, the Tribunal
may pe::rmiﬁt such amendments or addition as it shall think fit.
Halding of proceedings in public

9. The prc)céedmgs of the Tribunat shall be held and iis findings and

directions shail be pronounced in public. .
Adiowrmnent

10. The Tribunal may, of its own metion, or upon the application of

- any party, adjown the hearing on such terms as to costs or otherwise as the

Tribunal may think fie.
-Penahy for gr'vi;fag false evidence

i1, If any person willfully gives false evidence on oath before the
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of section 11 ofthe Act.
" Hearing in absence of parties

6.-(1) If any party fails io appear at the hearing, the Tribunal may,
upan proof of service on such party proceed to hear and determine the case in
hisabsence,

(2) Any party to a proceeding before the Tribunal who faiis to appear
at the hearing, may within one calendar month from the pronouncement of the
findings and directions of the Tribunal and upon giving notice to every other
party and to the secretary, apply to the Tribunal fora re-hearing.

(3) The Tribunal, if satisfied that it is just that the case should be re-
heard, may grant the application on such terms and costs or otherwase as it
thinks ﬁt

Hearing of witnesses and reception of documents

7. The Tribunal may, in the course of its proceeditgs, hear such
witnesses and receive such documentary evidence as in its opinion may assist it
in alrwmg at a eonclusion as to the truth or OﬁhCrWiSL of the allegations of
misconductto it by the Panel.

Amendment of charges before the Tribunal
8. Ifin the course of the proceedings it appears to the; Tribunal that the charges
forwarded to it by the Pénel require to be amended or added to, the Tribunal
may permit such amendments or addition as it shall think fit.
Hofding of proceedings in public

9. The proceedmgs of the Tribunal shall be held and its ﬁndmgs and

directions shall be pronounced in public.
Adforrnment

10. The Tribunal may, of its own motion, or upon the application of

- any party, adjown the hearing on such terms as to costs or otherwise as the

Tribunal may think fii.
'Pena.-’{}f for giviﬁg false evidence

11 If any person willfully gives false evidence on oath before the
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representative,

(6) Where the advice of the assessor is tendered while the Tribunal
is deliberating in close session, the assessor shall personally, as soon as may
be, inforn each party or his reﬁresentative in writing of the question which
has l;een putto him by the Tribunal and of his advice thereon.

(7) Every party or his representativeé shail be informed whenever
the advice tendered by the assessor has not been acéepted.

Parties to the proceedings Ecgf;re the Tribunal

4.-(1)the parties to the proceedings before the Tribunal shall be:

{(a) The chairman of the panel; _

(b} The registered Dietician or Associate whose conduct is the
subjest matier of the proceedings;

{¢) tf the Tribunal so directs, the complainant, who may be
represented by a legal practitioner; and 7

(d) Such: other ;Sei'son reguired by leave of the Tribunal to be joined.

(2} The repistered Dietitian or associate whose conduct is the
subject matter of the proceedings may appear either in person or be
represented by a legal practitioner and the Tribunal may also employ the
services ofa legal ﬁl'actitioner'to presentthe case before it,

3.-(1) Fixing of hearing and service of notice, etc. thereof by the
secretary (1) On the direction of the Chairman of the Tribunal, the secretary
shall fix a day for the hearing of the case and shall serve notice thereof on
each party to the proceedings.

(2) The secretary shall serve on each party, other than the

complainant, ‘copies of the report and all the charges prepared by the Panel

and all the documents considered by the Panel.

(3} Service of any document on the registered Dietitian or

- Associate whose conduct is the subject matter of the proceedings may be

effected either by handing the documents to him personally or by sending it

by registered post to the address reécorded in the register maintained in sub 4
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Tribunal during the course of any proceedings, or willfully makes a false
statement in any affidavit sworn for the purpose of any such proceedings, the
Tribunal may refer the matter to the Attorney-General of the Federation for
necessary action, |

Findings of not guilty 7

12. 1f, after the hearing, the Tribunal adjudges that the allegations
of infamous conduct in a pmfessionalh respect have not been proved, the
Tribunal shall record a finding that the registered Dietitian or Associate is
not guilty of such conduct in respect of the matter to which the allegation
relates.

Costs

13. The Tribunai may, without finding any misconduct proved
against a Dietitian, nevertheless order any party to pay the costs of the
proceedings having regard to his conduct and to all circumstances of the
casethe Tribunal shall think fit soto order.

Publications of Directions of Tribunal

14. Subject to the provisions of section 22 {5) of the Act {relating
to the lodging of an appeal against the direction of the Tribunal} any
direction given by the Tribunal in accordance with section 22 {1} ofthe Act,
shall be published in the Federal Gazetie as soon as such direction takes
efiect,

Record of Py ‘ececdﬁ?gs

13.-(1) Shorthand notes of proceedings may be taken by a person
appointed by the Tribunal and any parl who appeared at the proceedings
shall be entitled to respect the transcript thereof,

{2) The secretary shall supply to any person entitle to be heard u pon
an appeal against the direction of the Tribanal and to the Councii, but 10 no
other person, a copy of the transcript of such notes on payment of such
charges as may be determined by the secretary.

(3} If no shorthand notes are taken, the chairman of the Tribunal
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shall take a note of the proceedings and the provisions of these Rules as to
inspection and taking of copies shaltapply to such notes accordingly.
| Dispensing with provision |
16. The Tribunal may dispense With any requirement of these Rules
respecting notices, affidavit, documents, service or time in any case where it
appears to the Tribunal to be just to do so.
Extension of time
17. The Tribunal may, in any given case, extend the time to do
anything under these Rules.
Exhibits and books
18. The Tribunal may order that any books or other exhibits,
produced or used at a hearing, be retained by the secretary until the lime within
which an appeal may be entered has expired, and if notice of appeal is given,
until the appeal is heard or otherwise disposed of, !
EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
This Bill seeks to establish Dietitian Council of Nigeria, to regulate the practice
of the Profession of Dietetics and Nutritton and for other matters connecled
therewith to achieve a more wholesome Dietetics practice and maintain |

standards among Dietetic Practitioners,



