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ABILL
_ FOR

AN ACT TO REFEAL THE NATIONAL Frem AND VIDEG CMOR$ BOARD
ACT, CaP N4G LAWS OF THE FEDERATION OF NIGERIA, 2004 AND EnacT
THE NATIONAL FILM AND VIDEO CENSORSS 18, CLASSIFICATON ANy
EXHIBITON REGILATORY COMMISSION ACT 2819 For CLASSIFICATION
OF FILMS, YVIDEO WORKS, MUSICAL VIDEOS AND VIDEG GAMES AND FOR
THE REGULATION OF THER SALES, RENTALS, Dmmwﬂa_w, EXMHmoN-
AND FOR RELATED MATTERS
Sporsored by Hon. Odebunmi Olusegun
i ¥ Commencerment
ENACTED by the National Assembily of the Federal Republic of
Wigeriaas follows -Act: B : '
PART | - ESTABLISHMENT @F THE NATIONAL FiLs Ay VIDEQ
CLASSIFICATION COMMISSION
L-{1) There is established a body to be knawn as the N&E}i@-mf Fifmr pabtishmen
of the Commbssion
and Video Classification Commission (in this Act referred to as "the '
Commbssion™}.
{2} The Connnission:
{a} shall be a body cm‘pemté' witlh perpetual mécessﬁm and
cosmmon seal: T
{b)may sue and be swed in its corporate name; aid
© may acquire, hold of dispose of any propesty, movable or
immovable, for the purpose of castying out any of jts functions under this
Act,

2. The Commisston shatl: . Functions of the

. ‘ . Commission:
(a) Examine and classify films and video works, musical viideos

and video games;

{b}License;
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(i)  person to sel, hire, rent of supply ﬁimfé and video works, musical
videos and wdm games, ' - "
(ii) a premises for the purposes of exhibiting films and video.works,
musical videos and video games,
= (iii). a person to exhibit filins and video works, musical videos and
ﬁdm zames, |

{iv) online platforms engaged in sales, rentals, leasing, distribution or
exhibition of films and video works, musical videos and vides EATNES,

(©registerall:

(i) film and video exﬂnﬁbiﬂﬁoﬁ PREIMISES,

(i) films and vidieo distribator and rotsilers:

(it} video shops, viden cluls cﬁmmmés and viewing centres;

(i) films and video works, musical videos and video EAMECS wn;mired
and classified:

(d) approve materials for the advertisement of a film and video work,
msical video and video game;

(e} keep record of all films and video works, musical videos and video
TS

{i) sabmitted for approval;

(i) approved;

{iiil) refised approval;

(D} keep a recond of all necessary information on a film and vides
producer; whose work is o be sold, hired, remted or supphicd or exhibited in
Nigeriaand abroad; '

{z)keeprecords of all changes in any register belonging to the Board:

() regulate and control cirematographic exhibitions;

(i} regubatz the import of foreign filus, video works, musical videos
and video games, and export of Nigerian films, video works, musical videos
and video games for classification;

(1) receive and investigate complaints from liceasees, conswmers and
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other persons concerning censorship and classification in the film industry;
(k) be responsible foi' the protection of the public interest By
ensuring that operators in the indusiry carry out their trade with due regard io
publicinterest; >
(1) advise the Federal Government genefaliy on all cchsomhip and
classified matters concerning or relating to the film and video industry in
Nigeria;

() perform such other functions as are necessary or expedient for

 the discharge of all or any of the functions under this Act;

3.-(1) The Board shali consist of:

{a) a Chairman; who shail be an eminent Nigerian with sound
knowledge of the Nigerian arts and culture a’nd)requisite experience in the
{ilm related discipline, appointed by the President on the recommendation
of'the Minisier;

(b} arepresentative of each of the six geographical zones of Nigeria
excluding the zone represented by the Chairman, who shall have sound
imowiedge of the Nigerian arts and culture and reguisife experience in a film
related discipline;

(¢) arepresentative of the N’igerién copyright Commission;

(d) the Director General of the Commission.

{2) The provision of the first Schedule to this Act shall have effect
with respect to the proceedings of the Board

(3)The Chéirman and other members of the Board shall be persons
of proven integrity who by reagon of their professional or business

atizinments are in the opinion of the Minister capable of making useful

. coniributions to the work of the Commission.

(4) The members of the Board, other than the Director-General
shall be part-time.
4.-(1) A member of the Commission may be removed from office

by the President if he is satisfied that it is not in the interest of the

tembership of
the Governing
Bourd of the
Commission

Cueszation of
Meimbers
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Commission or the public that the member should continue in office.

(2) Amember shali resign his appointment by a letter addressed to the
President, through the Minister

(3) Whenever a vacancy occurs in the membership of the
Commission, it shall be filled by the appointment ol a successor to hold office
for the remainder of the term (__)f office of his predecessor, the successor shall
represent the same interest as his predecessor,

5. Subject to the provision of this Act, a member of the Board other
than an ex-otficio member shall hold office for a period of three years from the
date of his appointment and may be reappointed for another term of three years
only ‘ _ _

6. Members of the Board appointed under subsection (1) (a) (b) and
{c) of section 3 of this Act shall be paid such allowances as the Government
may determine

PART II - 8TakF OF THE COMMISSION

7. There shall be a Director General for the Commission to be
appointed by the President on the recommendation of the Minister. The
Director General Shall;

(i) be a person with reasonable knowledge or experience in media the
film Industry;

(ii) be the Chief Executive and Accounting officer of the Commission
and shall be;

(iii) be responsible for the . execution of the policies of the
Commission and its day to day administration;

(iv) hold oftice for a term of four years and may be re-appointed for
another term of four years only, __ _

8.-(1) The Board shall appoint a Secretary/Legal Adviser
recommended by the Director- General to the Commission who shall.
Amongst other things, keep '1'ec-ords, conduct the correspondencé of the

Commission, give -legal advice/opinion, organise Board and Management
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meetings and carry out such other duties as the Commission or Director-
General may from time to time; direct. -

(2) The Secretary/Legal Adviser shall have at least 10 years post-
call experience asa lawyer.

(3) The Legal Adviser and other Legal OfTicers of the Commission

shall have powers to prosecute, conduct or defend before a court of law any

charge, information, complaint or other proceedings arising from the

implementation of the provisions ofthis Act.

9, The Board may appoint such other persons as employees of the
Commission as it may consider necessary

10, The Board may creafe such number of departments or units as
may be necessary for the efficient managementofthe Commission,

11.-(1) The terms and conditions of service including terms and
conditions as to remuneration, allowances, retirement and other benefits of
officers and other employees of the Commission shall be as may be
determined by the Board.

(2) The Board may, subject to the provisions of this Act, make staff
regulations relating generally to the conditions of service of the employees
of the Commission and without prejudice to the foregoing, such regulation
may provide for:

(a) the appointment, promotion and discipinary control (including

dismissal) of employees of the Commission; and

(b) appeals by such employees against dismissal and other
¥ "
disciplinary measures.

(3) until such regulations arc made, any instrument relating to the

conditions of service of officers in the civil service of the Federation shall be

applicable.

(4) employees of the Commission shall be entitled to pensions, and

other retirement benefits as prescribed under the Pension Act.

Other Staff of
the Commissicn

Creation of
Departments
and Unils

Conditions of
Service
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PART III - FINANCIAL PROVISIONS

12.-(1) The Commission shall establish and maintain a fund, which
shall consisiof:

(a) such sums as may be appropriated io the Commission by the
Federal, Government;

(b} fees and charges for services rendered l;y the Commission or
publications made by the Commission;

(c) all other sums of money accruing to the Commission by way of
gifi, disposition or otherwise;

(2) The Commission shall after the National Assembly approval from
time to time apply the proceeds of the fund established pursuant to subsection
(1) of this Section to the cost of the administration of the Commission.

L3. The Commission may, with the consent of and in accordance with
the general authority given by the Minister, borrow such sums of money as the
Commission may require in the exercise of its functions under this Act

14. The Commission shall noi later than so” September in each year
submit to the Minister, for National Assembly approval, an estimate of its
expenditure and income for the next year

15. The Commission shall keep proper accounts in respect of cach
year and proper records in relation to those accounts and shall cause its
accounts fo be audited within six months afier the end of each ycar by auditors
appointed from the list in accordance with the guidelines supplied by the
Auditor-General for the F ederation.

PA](T IV - JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS

.16. The Federal High Court shall have exclusive jurisdiction over
any matter underthis Act.

17.-(1) Notwithstanding anything in any other enaciment, no suit
against the Commission or member of staff of the commission for any aci done
in pursnance of the provisions ofgthis ‘Act, or of any public duty of the

Commission or in respect of alleged neglect or defanlt in the execution of such
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enactment or law, duties or authority, shall lie or be instituted in court unless
it is commenced within twenty four months next after the act, neglect or
defauit complained of and in the case of continuance of damage or injury,
within three months next afler the ceasing thoreof.

(2) No suit shall be commenced against the Commission before the
expiration of a period of one months after wrilten notice of intention to
commence the suit shall have been served vpon the Commission by the
intending plaintiff or his agent; and the notice shall clearly and explicitly
state the cause of action, the particulars of claims, the name and place of
abode of the intending plaintiff and the relief which he claims,

{3) The notice refermred to in sub—séction (2) of this Section, any

other notice, summon, process, document required or authorized to be

served upon the Commission under the provisions of this Act or any other

enactment or law shall be served by delivering the same to the Director-
General of the Commission ai the head office of the Commission.
18. Every member, agent, auditor or employee of the Commission

shall be indemnified by the Commission against any liabiIity-incurred in the

course of carrying oui official duties "

PART V - LICENSING OF PREMISES AND EXHIBITORS

19.-(1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, po person shall exhibit
afilm, video work or video game unless he is a holder of a licence granted by
the Commission underthis Act.

) (2)No prelﬁises shall be used-for film or video exhibition exeept in

accordance with a licence granted under this Act.

{3) An application for Iice‘nce as exhibitor shall be Vaccompanied
with evidence of| péymen‘t ofthe prescribed fee.

L

{4) The provisions of this section shall not apply to:

(a)a lﬁln_a_m' video exhibition in a premises to which the public is

not admitted, provided such films and videos ére-claS‘siﬁed_and approved by

the Commission;

Indemnity of
members and
employces of
the Commission
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‘ {b) premises employed by the Federal, State or Local Government for
cinematograpftic purposes;
(c) premises owned by Federal, State or Local Government but not
used for commercial purposes, and
- {d) a film or video exhibition aimed at educating, instructing or
enlightenment purposes.

20.-(1) No premises shall be licensed for carrying on the business of

film or video exhibition unless:

{(a) the premises are provided with such means of escape in Fase of
fire, as the Federal or State fire service may rcasonably require and such means
of escape are maintained in good condition and free from obstruction; or

(b) whese the premises forms part of a building and such partis either:

(i) separated from 'any other part of the building by fire-resisting
partitions (including fire-resisting ceilings and floors) and ﬁre-resistiné, self
closing doors; or '

(ii) so constructed that a fire ocenrring thereon is not likely to Spread
to other parts of the building and its use for the purposes to which this Act
appl-ies are sahctioned in writing by the Commission and any conditions
attached thereto are complied with; the premises are provided with adequate

means of extinguishing fire having regard to the amount of inflammable -

‘materials in the premises;

{c) the furniture ad appératus in the premises are so arrangéd as to
afford free access to persons in fhe prentises in the event of fire the ﬁttings are
as far ag'is practicable, of non- inflammable or fire-resisting materials;

{d) there is kept po.sted up in farge characters in the premises,
instructions as to the action to be taken in case (ﬁ" firzand fuil directions as to the 7
means of éscape from the prex'n{ises incase of fire; and.

(e) the fittings of the' store-room are as far as practicable, of non

inflammable or fire-reésisting materials,
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21. An application for the grant of a licence to use a premises for
the purpose of a film or video exhibition shall contain or be accompanied by;

(a) such information, documents and other inaterials the
Commission may from time to time prescribe:.

(b} a certificate issued by the Federal or State Fire Service stating
that the p.remises conforms with the necessary safety regulations; and

(¢} evidence of the payment prescribed fee.

22. The Commission shall issue a license to the applicant in
respeci of the premises with such conditions as may be imposed or attached
there, having satisfied that; _

(a) an application for a licence has been made in the prescribed
manner and contains all information or accompanied by all documents
required under Section 21 of this Act;

{b) the premises are constructed and equipped to such standards as
may be prescribed; '

(c) the applicant is capable of complying with such conditions as
may be imposed or attached to the licence.

23. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 22 and any other
section of this Act, the Commission may in case of violation of the license
requirementand attached condition with the existiﬁg licensee:

(a) refuse to granta licence; or |

(b} atany time modify or vary the terms;conciit_io‘ns andrestrictions
ofalicence; or o

(c)revoke any licence already granted under this Act.

24.-(1) Unless a licence is revoked under section 23 of this Act, it

shall remain in force for two years or for such shorterperiod as the -

Commission may, on the grant of the licence determine and such licence

shall notbe transferable.

(2) Where, before the date of expiry of a licence, an application Vhas '

been made for renewal of'the ficence, the licence shall be deemed to remain

Application for
Licences of ~-
Exhibition
Premiges’

Issuance of
Licence

Variation,
revocation et¢ of
license by the .
Commission

_ Validity of

Licence
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in force or as the case may require, having effect with any such necessary
modifications until the determination of the application by the Commission.
25.-(1) Ifthe court is satisfied by information on oath that:

(a) there is reasonable grouﬁd for suspecting that an offenice under this

_Acthas been or is being cominitted on any premises, or

(b) there is evidence that an offence has been or is being committed on

any premises, the court may jssuea warrant authorizin ¢ the person applying for

the warrant to eater and search the premises.

@A polnce officer or any other person authorized in that behaif to
enter or search any premusi,s in pursuance of a warrant under subsection (1) of
th:s Sectlon, and seize anything found therein which he has reasonable grounds
to-believe may be required to be used in evidence in any proceedings for an
offence under this Act.”

7 3) where any propeity is seﬁzed under thcprovisinn of lﬁis Act, the
property shall be in the custody of the Commission pending the completion of
investigation or the determination of the case in the case ofa prosecution.

(4) it a police officer or any other person suthorized in that behalfhas -

reasonable grounds for suSpecting that a person has committed an. offence

" under this section, he may require the suspect to give his or her name and

address, and if that suspect refuses or fails to do so or gives a name or address

which the police officer or the person authorized in that behalf reasonably

.suspects to be false, the police officer or the person so authorized in that behalf

may arrest the suspect for prosecution.

26. Officers of the Commission shall have the powers to seal up any

premlses not licensed or registered with the Commlssmn or in wlnch

unclassified films or wdeo works, musncal videos and video games w;e
exhibited or sold, hired, rented or suppliéd )

27. An exhibitor of films or v:deo waorlks and video.games shall cause
to be kept at his registercd office the ﬁlm or vndeo work exhibited by himanda

registercontaining:
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‘-3'f=5;;-' - wie (b)Y informationrregarding the origin of the film or video work or
4J “hyideoigame i T B '

3 (c) the detailsiof approval for the.filmy, video work or video game;
LGl Dunta e el (d) thesrespective datbs -on.which or‘the.period during which:the
g Hilmyvideoworkeor video game hasbeen exhibited to the public and

8 caassol{e)suchotherparticulars with: tespect to. the:film, video work or

9 ~video’ gameas: may: be: prescribed for: the: purpose. of identification in

10 accordance with guidelines by the Commission...: - 50

11 PART V1.7 LICENSING OF DISTRIBUTOR:AND'RETAILERS

12 28D Neperson shalls: oo s

137+ i es(a)carry onthe business of distributing;retailing or renting of any
S film or videowork musical video, videogante; or- | - -

15 (b) display:any film’ or: vidéo: work ‘a.1-1'ywliere for the purpese of

16" - soliciting pattenage, Without evidence of censor ahd classification of such

17 work from the Camimissionpursuart to this Act.

18- (2)-Anapplication for licence asa distribufor or retailer of films or

19 videe works; njusical videos and video-games shall be .accompanied iwith

20 evidence of payment of the prescribed fee.

21 (3) A licence granted under the provigions of this section shall.,. .. .. ..

22+ ' -gpeeily the area within which the applicant is expected to-operate.

23 29.-(1) A distributor of films or.video ‘\;vorks, musicgl.videos and o

24 “video games shall cause to be kﬂgpt in the premises at which the film, video

25 work, musical video or video game is delivered for distribution, a register

26 containing;

27 -+ (a) the-title-and registered tength of the film; video work, musical

28 " video of video game;

26 (b) information fegarding the origin of the: film, video work,

30 musical video or video game; ) '
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(c) the details of the classification approval of the film, video work,

musical video orvideo game; and

- (d) such other particulars with respect to the {ilm, video work, musical
video or video game as may be prescribed for the purpose of identification in
accordance with guidelines by the Commission.

(2) A retailer of films, video works, musical videoé or video garries
shall cause to be kept in the premises at which the film, video work, musical
video or video game is delivered for sales or rentals, a register containing:

(a) the title of film, video work, musiczl video orvideo game:

(b) the source of his supply;

{(c) the quantity of each title he received, and

{d)the quaﬁtity of each title he has sold or rented.

(3) A distributor or retailer of a film or a video work shall, whenever
requested by a person authorized in that behatf by the Commission, produce to
that person, such books or other relevant documents.

PART VI - REGISTRATION OF FILMS, VIDEO WORKS, MUSICAL VIDEGS
AND VIDEO GAMES

30.-(1) No person shall sell, hire, rent or supply or exhibit a film or
video worl, musical video or video game that is not registered with the
Commission.

31.-(1) There shali be kept by the Comimission a register of films and
video works, musical videos and video games containing particulars in relation
to cach film or video work,

{2) The register shall be opened for inspection by members of the
public on payment of the prescribed fee.

(3) On a request by any person and on payment of the prescribed fee,
the Commission through its designated officer shall fumnish that person a
Certified True Copy of the‘entry in t% regjster relating to a particular film or

video work.
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32,-(1) 1f at any time after registration of a film, video work,
musical video or video games the Commission, upon making any such
inquiries as it thinks desirable, is satisfied that the Gilm or video work either
ought not to have been registered or is erroneously or incorrectly registered
in any particulat:: the Commission shall cause the necessary deletion or
correction to be made in the register,

(2) Where the Comimission deems it necessary considering the
circumstances, it shall issue to the copyright owner or the presenter of the
fiim, video work, musical video or video game a ceriificate of registration to
replace any such certificate previously issued in respect of the film, video
work, musical Vicieo orvideo game

33, The registration of a film, video work, musical video or video
game may be proved by the production of: '

(a) the certificate of registration issued; or

(b) a Certified True Copy of the entry in the register relating to the

film, video work, musical video or video game and such Certified True Copy

shall be issued by an officer specified by the Commission
| PARTl\:/I.II - EXAMINATION AND CLASSJFICATI@N OF FILMS, VIDEO
WORKS, MUSICAL VIDEOS AND VIDEC GAMES

34.-(1) No person shall carry on the business of online supply, sale.
rental or exhibition of films or video works, musical videos and video games
unless he is a holder of a license granted by the Commission,

(2) No fitm, video work, musical video or video game shall be sold,
hired, rented or supplied online except it has been examined and classified
by the Commission.

(3) Any person who contravenes the provisions of subsection {1)
and (2) above is guilty of an offence under this Act is guilty of an offence and
shall be liable on conviction to a fine of two million Naira, or six months
imprisonment.

(4) In addition to any penalty prescribed for the above offence in
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b ooie 35010 No -person: shall-gxhibit;: sell; hire; rent; markﬁ;t supply of;
Certificate ‘
cause or allow to be ‘exhibited sold;-hired; rented: or supplied.a.film, video,
ik muswal video or: v1deu ‘game;:without:- clagsification and release-

: gertificates issued:by: thei Commission: in: tegpect; of tha:film. video work;

‘9 imsical video drvideo game.s

“10 i(\2)-Awm~fappllcauerr forthe- examingtion: and classification,of a film,
11 video work, musical video or video:; game shall: be; aceompanied with the

1 vevidenceotpayment ofthe prescribed fee:

13 (3) An application:for a:Release: Certlﬁcate :shall be: mﬁde aﬁel the

14  film has been registeted by the: COIIID{HSSIO!L gy et

i 136:+(1) Nothing i “section: 35 rofithis, Act.shall apply to any

Exempted i
Exhibition

<116 dodurtientary filnt or video:work impoited, produced.er.issued, y or on the

17 direction ofy- ez
(g 2 i (@) theFederalyState or laocal Goveraments; 1:7 ri.9 iy

19 »11(b) the diplomatic representative.of-a gommonwealth or any other

~190 . < i«foreign vouniry solong as it isnotfor commercial purpose;

s eehie b J¢)the Untited Nations, African:Unton er any ether. global:or regional

22 organizationorany organofisuch.organizations;and i . i

() an-educationat;scientific orgultural body orsoc fety including any

npipes] proadeasting andtelévision organdzations sikney s
25 ~ (2) For the purposes of exempting an., unpoﬂed film,, vldeo Wprk
126+ 7 mlsical video oryideo.game:under: the provisions.of: subsection (1) of this
niig e Bection; a hotice of: -impbrt-a?tion of thedilm; video, worls; musical video or video
<iingr parne shall begiven to the. Canumsmon,wnlnn 14 daysiofsuch, nnportatmn for
29  itsdueregistration by the Com mlsslon R

st wvnds o(3) Avideoshallnothe classified as.an gxempted work for the purpose
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+-.of subsection (2) of this section:if, to any significant extent, iy

Lowaidshumansorammals,

.. paragraph (b); it is designedio any gxtont 10 dos0;., . i

55 the preseribed feas s s e

todtbythedpplicant, i o noiurns oot o

type:to.: be- subjected: to examination,, the., @pmmkéigila shall apply the

. (a) depicts explicit-sexval activities or aets.of foreg.on restraint

associated with such activities;

Iy f?f:\Gb)i-dep'lc.tSsmiutﬂa‘tiol’kﬂ!f*;tﬁrgt:l;ll'.ﬁ;Qf or:ather acts of-gross violence

(o) ‘depicts: human; genital. organs-ox; humar: urmary or: excretery

functions; g ‘ ' S ERE in T
- (d) is designed-te stimulate.an encourage, anythmg fallmg within

par.agraph (a) of this section or in the case of-anything. falling -within

(e)isreligious; or iselywins i o st ool ool

i(F) contains ethnieprejudice sither byworql or agtion, ...

ai{A) An apphcatlon for; axemptlon from.elassification and appmval =z .

i

for exhibition of the film shall be accompanied with evidenge of paymentof &,

[T T EA PR SN I A

(5) The Commission may, if it deems fit in-each circumstance,

arrange the viewing of a film or video work or verify any:information given ¢

(6) Where the-Commyission is satisfied thata filmror yideo is of the . ;

provisions of this Act as they relatedo p;gqm_,i;ag_t;i@n;.gﬁt{glm.gqc},y-jideo.

o5 €7) Theproduction.ofan.exemption certificale shall pe prima facie.. | -

evidence of sughexemption, izl

P
N

37.-(1) The.4ommission:;shallset-up ‘,.‘Ex;am-ination and. Bxamination
and Classification

+: Classification.Cominittess.tobe known as Lhc "Q]'usqiﬁcatlon Committeg",; Commwilcca

for theipurpose:of: exammmg and.classifying. films, wdqo works, musical; ;
videos andwdeo games.,t. e vt o de el 190

.42) The Committee shallbe charged w;th the. dugy of examining the,

contents of films, v1dee:;y\é®1‘-k$s myisdcal; videos. and  video games i

accordance with section 380fthlSAﬁt1 eippr s el i
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(3) The Committee shall assign a classification to a film, video work,
musical video or video game having regard to the classification categories
contained under this Act,

(4) No persén, other than members of the Committee shall be present

when a film or vide.o work, musical video or video game is shown for

examination classification purposes except the presenter and such other person

as may be specifically authorized by the Director General,

(5) The Committee shall not later than 7 days after its dcc1510n notli'y
an apphcant ofits decls1on

38.-(1) The Committee in reaching a decision on a film, video work,
musical video or video game sifall ensure tha@:

(a) such a film, video work, musical video or video game has-
‘eldlucational or entertainment value apart from promoting Nigerian cullure,

unity and interest; and

(b) such film, video work, musical video or video game is not likely

ii) undermine national security;
(if) induce or reinforce the corruption of private or public morally;
(iti) Encouragé or.giorify the nse of violence;
(iv) Expose the people of African heritage to ridicule or contempt;
(v) encourage illegal or criminal acts;
(vi) encourage racial, religious or ethnic discrimination or conflict;
(vii) by its contents, to be blasphemous orobscene; or
(viii) denigrate the dignity of womanhood.
(2) The Commiitée shall not approve a filim, video work, musical
Wdeo or v1de0 game, which in 1ts opinion depicts any mater whlch is:
(a) indecent, obscene.or likely to be injurious to morality;
(b) lilcély to incite or encourage public disorder ortrime;
{c)undesirable in the pubfic intgrest; or

. {d)an institutional misrepresentation,
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1 39.-(1) A film, video work, musical video or video game shall be | Alteration and

2 sold, hired, rented, supplied or exhibited in exactly the same form, with_the e

3 same contents, name and promotional materials with which it was classified

4 and registered by the Commission withqut alteration. .

5 (2) A film, video work, musical video or video game as well as its

6 promotional materials to which any matter has been added or removed after

7 it had been approved by the Commission shall be re-submitted for

8 examination and clasification and the previous classiﬁ'ca.tion shall be .

9 deemed to have been v ithdrawn. '

10 (3) The Commission may, at any time, order the withdrawal ofa.

11 film, video work, musical video or video game from circulation,

12 distribution, sale, rental or exhibition for the purpose of further examination

13 ifit is satisfied that such withdrawal is necessary in the public interest.

14 (4) The Commission shall retain any excised portion of a film,

i5 video work, musical video or video game as long as it deems fit,

16 (5)the Commission may in its discretion, retain in i-ts custody, film,

17 video work, musical video or video game which it has not approved for sale, |

18 supply, rental or exhibition, and in the case of imperted fiim, video work,

]9. lmusical video or video game, unti‘] it is ready for exportation back to the

20 country of origin or its decision is set aside on appeal.

21 {6) the Commission shall reserve the right to revoke, withdraw or

22 . vary any cettificate issued by it in respect of a film, video work, musicai

23 video or video game if certain conditions attached to the certificate are not

24 complied with or because of new facts that have come to its knowledge and

25 * notice of such revocation, withdrawal or variation shall be communicaled to

26 the presenter within 7 days of such decisions, |

27 40.-(1) Where the Commission approves a film, video work, classification
categories of

Z8 n}usical video or video game, it shall state in the certificate issued either in Fwigz:kor Video

29 full or by the use of appropriate symbols, the classification of'the film, video

30 work, musical video orvideo game;as follows:
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Reproducticn
of certification
of approval to
be projected

Samples Copies
of _Pbsters, efd-

-(a) "Gtto indicate for Gereral EXhlbltion,

P {B)*PG" teiindicate Paréntal Guidangey:: Lot

'?:(c)'!ﬁ'-l'z"f to indicaténotrecommendéd forchildrenbelowthe-age of 127
years; e e e e feyde G Dt bn

5t H12A" for publie-exhibition, to-indicatenot suitable for persons:

bounder 12 yédrs unless acobmpanied by anadult =il i ueuie

ofe) TSAfor publicexhibition, to indicate motsuitable for persons.

- ynder T5yéarsunlessaccompanied by atadult; - R R e

(f) "18" to indicate for mature audience;-. = o b

e ()i "RE" toindicate” restrieted: exhibition for ‘selected audience

i approved By the Commission, -

:3(2Y ‘The Comimission 'may- by ‘regulations: - make -such other

clagsifications as may fromitithe 1o e benecessary, . e i b

3y Bvery-copy of a:film, video work, musical video or video game to

* be distributed, supplied, retailed, léased or-hired-out shall be.affixed witha
-~ elassification - authentication - label: which -shall’ be :obtained from the

" Commissionupoh paymentoffee: ™

-41.~(1yApersonwhoexhibits ercauses to be exhibited-a film or video

~ ‘approved by the Commission shiall, imnediately before the exhibition of such

film or video, cauisé to be projécted on the-sereen on-which the picture is to be

- exhibited, a reproduction of the cettificate-of classification approved by the
. Comfnission for the film or video-and the-projection on the screen shall be

clearly visible throughout the registered premises. -

-(2) Market copics of approved and classified films, video works,
musical videos and video games shall have the appropriate advisory at the
beginning of the film or video work -

42.:(1) An*Fapplication*for' the classification of a film, video work,

“+ musical video' or video game shall in-addition: to- the film submitted . be
" accompanied” by ‘a sample copy of “the- disc jacket and poster for - its

" advertisement;
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(2) The powers of the Commission under Section 38 of the Act
shall appiy.m the disc jacket and poster of a film, video work, musical video
orvideo game work subrilitted forapproval,

43.-(1) A poster appruved by the Comm;ssaon in connection with

the sa]e supply, rental or exhibition of the film or video work shall, for the

- purpose of such sale, supply, rental or exhlbltxon, be exactly in the form in

which it was approved and without any alteration.

(2) If an approved poster ié altered it shal) be deemed unapproved

.. and shalt be re-submitted to the Commission for approval,

44.-(1) Any advertisement in respectofa film, video work, musical

vides or videtrgame contained in other films or video works, musical videos

and video games or in any medium such as rédio, television, newspaper,
onliné platforms, etc., shall state the ciassiﬁcalﬁion of the {ilm, video work,
musical video or video game in full or by the use of the symbols under
Section 40(1) ofthis Act,

(2) the classification shall be clearly visible or audible havmg
regard to the means of commumication and the advertisement shall comply
with such other requirements as may be prescribed from time to time by
regulations made pursuant to this Act by the Commission.

(3) Advertisements of film, video work, musical video or video

* game under subsection (1) of this section shall be approved and registered

with the Commission on payment ofthe prescribed fee.

7 45. The Commission may issue a certified true copy of a film,
video work, musical video or video game after payment of'the prescribed fee
if it is satisfied, on the declaration made by the person who submitted the
film, video work, musical video or video game for examination, that the
film, video work, musicél video or video game described in the declaration
is a duplicate or identical in details, length and in all other aspects to the film,
video work, musical video or video game which has been approved by the

Commission or exhibition.

Poster Exhibited
- as approved

Advertisement

Certified true
copy of a film,
video work,
musical video
or video game
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46.-(1) An app]lcant dissatisfied with the decision of t]ae Film
C!assﬂ‘ cation Committec may request for a review of the decision, wxlhm 30
days of being notified, by giviag notice to the Commission after payment of’ the
prescribed fee.

{(2) On receipt of the notice referred to in subsection {1} of this

Section, the Director General shall within 7 days set up a Review Panel to

determine the appeal of the aggrieved applicant.

47.-(1) Members of the review Panel shall be appointéd by the
Director-General and shalf not include any member of the Committee whose
decision is the subject of review orappeal. . |

{Z) The Review Panel shall include the Director-Genersl and any
other Management Staff selected by the Director Generai;

(3) The Director-General or other person authorised by him shall
preside over all Appeals and Review Panels, ' ,

(4) The decision of the Review Pane! shall be by sim ple majority;

{5) No decision of the Commission shall preclude an applicant or a
dissatisfied party from seeking redress in the court.

PART 1X - IMPORTATION AND EXPOR‘J‘:&!‘iON OF FILMS, VIDEO WORKS,
MUSICAL YIDEOS AND VIDEO GAMES

48. All films, video works, musical videos and video games imported
into Nigeriashalibe:

() classified and registered by the Commission before being sold,
hired, rented, supplied or exhibited; and |

(b} } an application for c!-e-;ssiﬁcation shall be accompanied by the .
following documents: 7 |

(i} Import permit issued by the Commission;

(ii) Customs duties release certificate;

(1ti) Classification certificate from country of importation:

(iv) Copyright transfer (where applicable); and

(v) Evidence of payment of the prescribed fee.
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49.-(1) Every importer of film, video work, musical video or video
game shall notify the commission ofany intention to import such film, video
worl, musical video or video game.

(2) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in any other law, any
person found in possession of a reasonable quantity of foreign films, either
of the same title or different titles, shall be deemed to be their importer for
the purposes of this Act, except he is able to present the importer to the
Commission. |

S8.-(1} Any film, video work, musical video or video gaime to be

exported from Nigeria for commercial purpose shélf be duly classified,

_ registered and granted an export permit by the Commission BPOn an

application by the exporter.

(2) The exported copy or copies shail be the same in all material
pmﬁéular as the one which was classified and registered by the Commission
PART X - OFFENCES AND PENALTIES

51. M at any premises in respect of which a licence is required
under this Act, a film or video is exhibited without such a licence;

{a) The person responsible for the organization or management of
the exhibition; or

(b} Any other person who, knowing or having reasonable cause to
suspect that such exhibition would be made at the premises allowed the
premises to be used for the film or video work exhibition commits an
offence and is lisble on conviction to a fine of one mitlion naira only or ane
year imprisonment or both,

52. Where the holder of a licence is convieted of an offence under
this Act, in addition to any other penalty prescribed in this Act, the Court
may order that any unwholesome or illegal film, video work, musical video
or video game seized by the Commission be destroyed

33. Anybody who intentionally obstificts any peff'son acting

pursuant to sections 25 or 26 of this Act commits an offence and is Hable on

Notification of
Entention to Impart
a Film, Video
Work, Musical
Video and Video
Crame

Conunission to
Grant Permit for
Exportation

Exhibition without
Licence

Seized articles
ta be destroyed

Obstruction of
entry into premises
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Exhibition,
supply, sale, etc,
without
classification
cetlificate

Retusal (o
withdraw from
circulation of
film, video work,
musical video

or video game

Supplying video
recording without
classification
certificate

Supplying video
recording of
classified work
in breach of
classification

Spool, case etc

of video recording
to conform with
regulations

False
classification

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
¥
12

- 13

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

24
25
26
27
28
29
30

conviction to a fine of Five Hundred thousand Naira only or one year
imprisonment, -

54. Any person who contravenes the provisions of section 35 of this
Act commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine of One miilion
Naira only or fwo years imprisonment.

55, Any person who refuses or neglects to withdraw from circulation
or exhibition, a film, video work, musical video or video game, or refuses or
neglects to submit the film, video work, musical video or video game fo the
Commission for the purpose of further examination and classification under
section 39 of this Act, commits an offence and liable on conviction to a fine of
One Million Naira only or one year imprisonment or both.

56. Where a video recording contains a film or video work in respect
of which no classification certificate has been issued, any person who supplies,
sells, hires, rents, or exhibits such film or video work commits an offence
punishable under this Act and liable on conviction to a fine of One Million
Naira only or One year imprisonment. _

57. ltis an offence punishable under this Act, 1o sell, hire, renl; supply
or exhibit a film, video work, musical video or video game classified for a
certain age to a person or persons who have not attained that age. Any person
who commit this offence is liable on conviction to a fine of Five Hundred
Thousand Naira only or six months imprisonment.

58. Any person who supplies, sells, rents or offers to supply, sells or
rents a video recording or any spool, case or other thing on or in which the
recording is kept, which does not satisfy the requirement of any regulations
made pursuant to this Act, unless the supply is-an exempted supply, commits an
offence liable on conviction to a fine of Five Hundred Thousand Naira only or
six months imprisonment.

52. Any person who supplies -or offers to supply a film or video
recording containing a video work, musical video or video game in respect of

which no classification certificate has been issued and the film, video, any
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spool, case or other thing on or in-which the recording is kept contains any

indication that a classification certificate has been issued in respect of that

film or video, commits an offence_and liable on conviction to a fine ofFive
Hundred Th ousand Naira or Six months imprisonment.

60. Any person who contravenes the provisions ofsectidﬁ 40 of
this Act’ commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fj ne F ive
Hundred Thousand Naira only or one year imprisonment or both.

61. Any person who contravenes the provisions of sections 41 or

" 42 of this Act commits an offence and is liable on conviction toa fine of Five

Hundred Thousand Naira or a one year imprisonment for each of the
offences for which he is convicted,
62. . Any person who contravenes the provisions of section 43 or

44 of this Act commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine of Two

Hundred Thousand Naira for a first offender and One Million Naira o One |

Year imprisonment for a second offender.
63. Any person who makes a declaration under section 45 of this
Actwhich is faise or incorrect in any material particular commits an offence.
64. Any person, who produces, makes, sells, hires, rents, exhibits,
publishés or suppifes pornographic films, video works, musical videos and
video games in Nigeria, commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a
term of imprisonment not exceeding two years or fine of One Million Naira

orboth,

65. Any person who imports into Nigeria a [ilm, video work, .

musical video or video game, contrary to the provisions of section 48(b) of
this Act, commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine of Two
Mitlion Naira only or four years imprisonment for each title imported.

66. Any person who sells, hires, rents, supplies or exhibits, a film,

video work, musical video or video game imported into the country, other

than exempted work, without classification and registration by . the

Conunission commits an offence and is{iable on conviction to a fine of Two

Classification 'of
film o be stated
in the genilicate

Refusal to project
certificate of
classification
before exhibition

Poster, photographs
etc of film or video
work 1o state
classification

Fulse declaration
as to details of
film, video work,
musical video or
video game

.E’umogmphiu

fitms and videos

Imported films
without accompany
documents

Sale, rental, supply
or exhibition of
imported fitm,
video work,
musical video or
video game without
registration or
classification
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Importation of
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Million Naira only or four years imprisonment.

6. Any person who imports a film, video work, musical video or
video game into Nigeria, contrary to the prmfisionshof section 49 of this Act,
commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a ﬁné of Twa Million Naira
only or four years imprisonment or both. -

68. Any person who contravenes the provisions of section 50 of this
Act, comhlits an offence and is Hable on conviction to a fine of Two Million
Naira only or four years imprisonment or both.

69. Any person who aids or abets the commission of any offence
under this Act commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine of Two

Million Naira only or'Two years imprisonmen‘c or. both. - 7
. w e R S s Rig s, K

" 70 Any person wha isin Efreac"h of af Pprovision of this Act¥ar wh:ch '

no specific penalty is imposed under this Act, i found guilty, shall be liable on
i::nv:cnon to a fine of F ive Ilundred ’f hausand N:tn"a only %;' 1 ge’ar
imprisonment orboth

71. Inthecascofa cnrporaté body, where an offence is proved to have

been committed with the consent or connivance of. or attributable (o any

_neglect on the part of a dircctor man&ger secreialy, or person who was

purporting to act in any such capacrty, he as well as the body corporate shall be
liable to a fine of One Miltion Naira only or Two years imprisonment or hoth,
PART XI - MISCELLANEQUS |

72, The Commlssmn may, with approval of the thstez ‘make
censorshlp and classification code or regu[atmn generally for the purpose of
giving effect to the provisions ofthis Act. o

73. The National film and Video Censm'g Board Act 2004 is 'hcreﬁy
re;iealed.

' 74.-(1) A person who at the commencement of this Act was a lﬁémber

of staff or an employee of the National Film and Video Censors Board shall as
from the commencement of this Act become a member-of staft or employee of

the Commission with the status, rank, designation and functions which
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- corresponds as. far as possible to those which appertained 1o him as a

2 metber of staff or employee of the national Film and Video Examines
3 Board. ' | |

4 7 (2) All assets, rights, liabilities and obligations which immediately
5 before the commenﬁement of this Act were assets, rights, Iiabilities and
& obligations of the National Film and Video Censors Board shall by virtue of
7 this Act, be taken overby the Co;ilmiss_ian. _ :

g (3) Anything m_aﬂe or done or having éﬂ'ect before the
9 commencement of i‘his Act by the National Film and‘Video Censofs Board
10 and having any resultmg or contmumg cffect shall be treated as from the
11 commencement of this Act, as ifitwere made or done by the Commission.

12 75, I:) this act: _ ’ interpretation
13 “Chairman" means Chairmaﬁ ofthe Governing Board; .

14 "Commission” means the National Film and Video Regulatory Cmnmxssmn
15 established by of section 1 of this Act:

i6 “Distributor” means a person for the time being licensed i))f the Commission
17 to engage in the business of supp]yi;ig or distributi_.iag films, vi(;leo‘works,
18 musical videos or video games

19 ‘ "Dlrector—Generai" means the D]rector-General of the Commission
20 appointed under section 7(1) ofthisAct;

21 "Exhibit" means show, display, put on view, film or video work or its
22 contents (o tl;e public; | _ :

23 "Exhibitor" meal-ls 4 person who éngages in the public exhibition of films or
24 video works, musiéal videos and video games producéd on a screen with or
25 without the projection of_li ghi; 7

26 "Film" includes any record, however made of a sequence of visual Images,
27 which is a record capable of being used as ameans of showing that sequence
28 as a moving picture; 7 '

29 "member" means a member of the Commission and includes the chairman
30 of the Govermment Boarg; |
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"Mmtster" means the Minister charged with lespons1b111ty for film maiters

'"Plcture means a wsual image or other graphic representation exhibited or

capable of bemg exhibited trom afilm orwdeo work;

"Premises" means any place where any film or video work is exhibited, leased, -

. hired, sold, supp]:ed to which admission mayor may be procured by payment
- of money or by ticket or by other means or conaderatmn '

" "Prescribed fees” means fees prescribed in this Act or by Regulations made

pursuant to this Act;

' "Producer" in relation to a film or video work, means the person making the

an‘angements necessary for the product:on ofa ﬁlm or vtdw worlcand for the
organlzatmn and direction of the scenes to be depicted in the film or video
work; .

"Registe;red i:)remises;' means any prémises approved for registration pursuant

ofthis Act;

“Retailer" means a pérs.on for the time being licensed by the Commission to

engage in the business of selling, renting, leasing or hiring out film, video

works, musical video or video games to final consumers:
"Sell, hire; rent or supply" without derogating from the ordinary meaning of the

words includes selling, hiring out or oft‘ermg forsale or supplymg films, video

_ works musical v1deos or video games; -

"Video" any reference to Video in this Act means video worl{s mus:cal videos
and/or video games as the context may al]ow
"VldLO game" means an electronic gaméin which players contrel Lmagu o
telews;on or computer screen and often emphas:zed [astaction;
"Videa recordmg" means any disc or magnetlc dewc: contamm : m!annauen
by the use of whlch the whoie orapartofavideo work m? ty be produced;
"Video Work" means v1suaI image with or without 0.

(a) Produced eiectrohical]y by the use of infrmaiion contained on
any disc or magnetic device; and shall include musical videos, Qideo games and

all other types of video recordings;




. -2018 Nation! Film and Video Censorship, Classiﬁcatibp and Exhibition Regulajory Commission Bill, 2019 C 5065

—

(b) Shown as a moving picture;

2 "Supply" means supply in any rhanner, whether or not for reward, and
3 includes supply by way of sale, letting or hiring, exchange or loans and
4 references i‘o asupply shall be construed accordingly; ’
5 "Trailer" means a brief excerpt or serjes of excerpts from a film.

6 76. This Bill may be cited as the National Film and Video Citation
7 Censorship, Classification and Exhibition Regulatory Commission Bill,
8 ) 2019,

9 SCHEDULES

10 FIRST SCHEDULES

11 PROCEEDINGS OF THE GOVERNING BOARD

12 1.-(1) Subject to this Act and Section 27 of the interpretation Act.
13 the Board may make standing orders regulating its proceedings or those of
14 any of its Committees,

15 (2) The quorum of the Board shall be by simple majority and the
16 quorum of any Committee of .the Board shall be determined by the
17 Commission

8 (3) The Board shall meet not more than four times in each year and
19 subject thereto, the Board shall meet whenever it is summoned by the
20 Chairman on the advice of the Director General.

21 (4) Atany meeting of the Board, the chairman shall preside but ifhe
22 is absent, the members present at the meeting shall appoint one of their
23 number to preside at that meeting. ‘

24 {5) Where the Board desires to obtain the advice of any person on 2
25 particular matter, the Board may co-opt him as a member to obtain the
26 advice. Any person who is a member by virtue of this paragraph shall not be
27 entitled to vote at any me.etipg of the Board and shall not count towards a
28 quormm, . -

29 (6) All decisions of the Board shall be by a simple majority and
30 where there is a tle, the Chairman shall have a casting vote Committee.
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(7) (a) The Board may appoint one or more Conimittees 1o carry out,

on behalfof the Board, such of its functions as the Board may determine;
' (b) A Committee appointed under this paragraph shall consist of such
number of persons (not necessarily members of the Board) as may be

determined by the Boérd;

- and a persoﬁ other than a member of the Board shall hold office on the

Committee in accordance with the terms of his appointment

(c) A decision of a Committee of the Board shall be of no effect until
ratified by the Board.

(8) The validity of any proceedings of the Board or of a Committee
thereof shall not be affected by any vacancy in the membership o.f the Board or
Committee, or by any defect in thé appointment of a member of the Board orof
a Committee, or by reason that a person not entitled 1o do so took part in the
proceedings ofthe Board or a Committee thereof, '

(9) Any member of the Board or any person holding office in a
Committee of the Board, who has a personal interest in any contract or
arrangement entered into or proposed to be considered by the Board or a
Comlmittee thereof shall forthwith disclose his interest to the Board and shall
not vote on any question relating to the contract or arrangement. N

(10) At any time while the office of the Chairman is vacaﬂt 61' the
Chairman is in the opinion of the Board temporarily or permanently unable to
perfufm the functions of his office, a member of the Board duly appointed by
the Board shall perform those functions and references in this Act to the
Chairman shall be construed accordingly.

(1) Atany méeting of the Board, the Chairman or in his absence, any
member duly appointed by the Board shall preside at the meeting,

(12) The fixing of the seal of the Commission shall be authenticated
by the signature of the Director«General (or whoever is authorized to act in his
absence) and any other officer of the Commission authorized generally or

specially to act forthat purpose by the Board.
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(13) (a) Any contract or instrument which, if made or executed bya
person not being a body corporate, would not be required to be under seal
may be made or executed on behalf of the Board by the Director-General or
any officér of the Commission generally or specially authorized to act for
that purpose by the Commission;

(b) Any document purporting to be a document duly executed
under the seal of the Commission shall be received in evidence and shall
uniess and until the contrary is proved be presumed to be so executed,

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
This Bill seeks to repeal the National Film and Video Censors Board Act,
Cap N40 Laws of the Federation of Nigeria, 2004 and to Enact the National
Film and Video Censorship, Classification and Exhibition Regulatory
Coinmissiou A'ct 2019 for Classification, Sales, Rentals, Distribution and
Exhibition of Films, Video Works, Musical Videos and Video Games in

Nigeria,






