[HB. 455]

A BILL
FOR

ANACT TO P-ROVIDISl FOR TIE ESTABLISHMENT OF NATIONAL OFFEN DERS
CENTRAL REGISTRY AN FOR Riilhf\"_l'k:‘ID MA'{“{.&RS |
© Sponsored by Hon. Gchiglogar Idagho
_ . { |
BE IT ENACTED by the Matjonal Assembly of the Federal
Republic of Nigeriaas fallows: '
PART 1 - ESTARLISHMENT O T NATIONAL OFFIENDERS

CRENIRAL REGISTRY

| L-(1) There is hereby established 2 body 1o be known us the
2 National Offenders Registry (in thigAct referred o as "The Registry™).

3 (2) The Regisiry:

4 (a) shall be a body corporate with perpetual succession;

5 {b) shall havea comtnon seal which shall e kept in such custody as
6 . the Registry may, {rom lime totime authorize; a-n,_d A

7  (c)ymay sue ang be sued inils corporate pame,

8 The objccll\ma of the Registry shall be to:

9 | (a) consult and obtain from Nigerian courts vested with crlmlml

10 jurisdiction data of peysons convicled of erifiiia) offence;

11 oy mnsult fmd obtain from the Nigeria Prison Service, bmslﬂ.l
12 homes and other mmnc! centres, data of pvzsc}ns Who have served or are
I3 5crvmg, any term of 1113p¥1501m1a,ut as ponviets,

14 " (c) consult ;nngi demang from Nl;;.uian missions abroad, polm
15 authoullcs cll'ld such chu Jdcmm nmlﬂgum}ng, information and records
16 relating 10 Nl?.au iung Uﬂﬁl have beesy convieted of er mmml offences in other
(7 “ountries or are serving or hzwu %uved any fefm uﬁpusonmcnl in such
18 counlries; ' o | ‘

19 (d)providea cenival record of information ol persons convicted of
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1 criminal offences wheiher in Nigeria orin other countries:
2 {e) formuinte, initialé and implement such policies, programmes and
3 measures thal will - gnhance  information and record-keeping or persons
4 convicted of crimiual offences with a view to having and maintaining an
3 elficient and reliable data-base system of eriminal records in‘Nigeria;
6 (1} do anything which in its opinion hlay advance !lw-objecls for-
7 which the registry s setup.

Establishment 8 3-(1} There is hercby established a board to be known as the

of the Management ) .

Board 9 management Board for the Registyy which shall, subject to this Act, have
10 generaleontrol of the Regisiry.
(1 (2) The Management Board shall consist of:
12 (2} Chairman, whé shall be retired judicial officer; -
13 {b) One representative each ‘ol the following:
14 | () the Federal Ministry of Justice;
15 (i} theF edéral'Minislry ol Interior;
16 {iji) lnspector-General of Police or his nominee not below the rank of
17 aCommissioner of Police;
18 (-i.if) Comptrelier-General of Prisons or his nominee not below the
19 rank of an Assistant Comptroller 01”!_-"1‘.i50n;
20 (v) Nigerian Bar Association; and-
21 (vi) 8ix other members appointed from each of the six geo-political '
22 wvones inthe couniry swith relevant public servige or professional experience.
23 {3y The Chairman and other members shall be appointed by the -
24 President subject to the confirmation of the National Assembly.

Temire of Office 25 4.-(1) Subject 1o the pravisions of this section, a member of the Board
26 - shail held oflice for four years and shall ‘bc eligible for re-appoiniment for
27 another four years except il appointed on zoral basis under section3 (2) (vij of
28 thisActinwhich Cﬂ.;;c. the app@immunt‘shull serminiate atthe end ol the Dt four
29 years.
30 (2) Notwithstanding the provisions-of subscetion (i} of this section, n
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the President may at any time remove a meimnber of the Board, if the
President is of the opinion that it is notin the National interest or the interest
of the Board i"or_'the member to contiﬁue in office, and shall notify the
member in writing to that effect.

(3) Afiy member may, in writing under his hand addressed to the

- Presidentat any time, resign his appointments.

(4) The office of a member pfthe Board shall become vacant if:

(a) the period ofhis appo.i_ntlﬁam has expired;

(b) he is gulley of miscondugct in his office as a member and a
resolution of the Board approves the termination .ofhis membership; and’

- {cYhe dies, resigns or he is removed from office.

5, Soonafier the office pf'a member hecomes vécant, the authority
by whom he was appointed shall appoint another person in his place in
accordance with the provisions ofthis Act.

6. Members of the Board shall be paid out of the moneys at the
disposal of the Board_su-_cﬁ remunerations and allowances the Board shall fix
subject to the approval of the Revenue Mobilization and Allogation
Commission,

7. ‘The provigions contained in the schedule to this Act shall have

~ effect with respect to the proceedings of the Board and other matters

contained therein.

PART 11 -~ FUNCTIONS AND POWERS QF THE REGISTRY

8. TheRegistry shall: '

(a) develop and cvolve an eflicient and reliable database of
information of persons. convicted of m'i‘m_inal! offences in and outside.
Nigeria;

(b) create a natlonal central register and documentation system
capable of recciving and lstos-‘ing ini‘uymmi.zm and records relating to all
persons convicled in Nigeria ora nywhere in the world of criminal offences

and/or have served ot are serving any term of imprisonment whether in or
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outside Nigeria,

(&) promate and undgriake research programmes that will enhance its
functions generally,

 (d) ercate and maintain offices in each state of the federation and the
Federal Capitat Territory of Abujaznd in such other places to assist acilitate or |
enhance iis.perﬁmnancc of the task of ensuring that there exists an efficient,

functional and reliable documentation and record keeping procedures of .

~ criminal records and information in the country;

“+ (o) liaise and collaborate with all relevant institutions () acquire and
hold mavable and immovable |_3-ropt:1.'l'ics;
(N charge and receive fees and other paymen(s for services rendered
to the public; '
() receive or aceept gifis from governments and. other bodics
whether in cash or kind thal may enable it to e.ﬂ'lciemly and el’l‘ectivély
discharge its functions in the National interesl; and .

(h) do or cause o be done anyihing which In its opinion may advance

the objects _I’ur'which the Registry was setup.

9,-(1) The Board may, from time to time, co-opt any person or persons

not exceeding (wo in number, to assist the Registry to carry out the objects for

~ which it was set upunder this Act.

“lhis S(:L,i iﬁﬂ mav o Lo

(2) Any person-co-opted under subscéli(‘n (o inn maviare
part in the deiiberation o7the Boad bucshall not be decmed a member ivr this
purpose Q‘i“yoiin g atameeling or forming a'q.uorum.

10.-(1) There shall be a Registrar who-shall be appointed by the
President on the recommendation o fthe Minister. |

(3) The Board shall not exercise any. disciplinary control over the
Registrarwithout the approval of the Minister.

{3 Su_bjcclt tg the p-rwisions of this Act and the control of the Board
over mattgrs affecting thc_ﬁnance of the Registry, the Repistrar shalt be ' .

Chiel Ixecutive of the Registry and she s charged .
: . the Registry and shall be charzerd o0 peneral

-
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1 responsibility for the day 10 day running and the m'mdg,cment of the affairs

2 ofthe Registry and in particulacshall: _

3 (a) be charged with the execution of the policies and decisipps-of ‘

4 the Board; - w0 ’
5 (b keeping proper records of prc)cécc_iin-gs ol the Board; and

6 (c)the direétion and control ofall other employecs.

7 ey Ihcl{c&,tsum shallhold office; )

g {a) Foraterm pf 5 years and no more; and

9 (b) On such l_crms_ and (,onchtmne. ns o emoluments and otherwise

10’1 as may be specified inhis letter of appoinkment,

11 (5) Without prejadice ta the provisiens of subsection (1) of this

12 section, the Board may appoint persons.as g:m_pluyues of the Registry either

13 by way of transfer or secondment from any of the pu blic service of the States

14 or of the public service nf the Federation, mg.zy- alsg appoint qualified 'per'sons

15 as employces of the Registry from the pu l:iie |

16 (6} Service in the Registey shall be approved service lor the
17 purposes of the Pensions Reform ALL and thc employees of the chl%hy

18 shall be entitled Lo.pqs_nsmns, gratmtms and other retirement benelit as

19 prescnbcd intheAct.

20 11.-(1) The Registry shall. csiabllsh and maintain a fund from  pysg of the
21 which shallbe defrayed all prm}dimrp ineurred by the ieglslry“ o
22  (2) Thereshall be pa.i.d'zmdurec_iit'c:d tothe fund in pursuance section -
23 (1) of this section: _‘

24 (a) all momys as may bhe v;amcd to the Rug,lst:y by the Feder al

25 Government; ' :
26 (b) all monies aceruing 1o the chisl;jy'by any means including

27 g,mnlq in-aid, endowments and dopations; and

28 ((,) all charges, clugs, fees or amounts LOULCIGG and received by the

29 Registry. '

30 o (3) Al sums of momy received by the Registry as aceruing to L, it



C 944

" National Offenders Ceniral Registry Bill, 2019 o - 2019

Accounts and
Audit

Annual Estimates

Annuel Report

Power of the
Registry 1o issuc
Clesrances
Certificales, eli.

o B e Y S A

1

1k
12
13+

14

15
16t

shall be paid into the Central Bank of Nigeria for the ereditofthe Registry.

12.-( 1'} The Registry shall keep proper accounts and shall causc to be
prepared in cach year; o

(a).a statement showing the income and expenditure of the Registry
forthe immediately p:occcdmg, year, and '

(b)a smtumm of the assets and lldl::[mcs of the Registry as at the {ast
day ofthe immediate ly or ()Lccchn gyear,

(2) The Registry shall cause every statement prepared under this

“section to be andited within six months after the end of the year to which

statementrelaies by nuditors appointed from thelistand inaccordanee with the

- puidelines supplicd by the Auditor- (Gencral ol the Federation,

13. The Board shall cause to be prepared not later than Lst September
in gach year, an esgimate of the expenditure. nccessary to_carry out lhe
programme approyed hy the Board for the next succeeding year and shatl not

later than 31st Octaber in gach year submit to the President an ¢stimate of

expenditureand that of'its income during thenext succeeding year,

¢ 14, TheRegistry shatl prepare:and submitto the President once every

year a report on the activities of the Registry during the iimmediately preceding

- year-and shall include in the report a copy of the audited accounts of the -

liqgisﬁlry forthat yearand of the auditor's report thereon. .-
PART- T « MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
13.-(1) The Registry shall upon an application made to it by any
peison, issue or caiise to be issued a clearance certificale stating amony other

things, that the applicant is not a convict and is ot serving nor has served any

- term of imprisonment nor beeh indicted for a¢riminal offence for which he was

Tound g,mlty and convicted either in Nigeria or in ﬂﬂY other (,oumry
(.,.}z"\ny application made pursuant w the provision of »ulmu. on
of this section, shall as far as prac{icable be accol'dcd r;ex.pedili,ous_
consideiration and shall be within aperied not cxuecdmg, Tourteen working days

{3 Nol\;\&lhst’mdmg, anything (o the contrary in any ather Law and
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subject to the provisions of this Acl, every person secking election into any
public office in Nigeria or secking employment in the public service of the
Federation or of any slate, shalt apply fora clearance certilicate pursuant o
the provisions ofsub-section (1) of this section,

(4) Non-compliance with the provisions of sub-section (3) of this

-section shall invalidate the election or employment of any person aflected
by the provisions of this Act.

'(5)-11 shall be lawful for the Registry o impose and collect fees and.

other charges for services rendered in accordange with the provisions of this

Act and in accordance with {he regulations made by the Board preseribing

such fees and charges,
(6) Any regulations mude nider subsection(s) of this section shall
be publishedinthe Federal Gazetie,

16, Inthis Act,unless the-context othgrwise requires:

"Board” means the management Board of the National Offenders Central

Registry established under Section 3(1) Qt"thism:t;

"Registry" means the National Offenders Central Registry -cstablished
under scciion [ (])I(}Ft]_fiis‘-ﬁﬁi.; . _

"Chairman” meazls the chairman al'the Management Board; ,
"Member" means a member of the Managen'wm Board and includes the
chairman; 7 |

“Registry" means the Registrar of thg Registry appointed under section 9 (1 )

-ofthis Act;

"President” means the President ofthe Foderal R epublic of Nigeria;

"Minister" means the minister sharged with the responsibility for matters

relating 1o the Federal M inistry of Justice;

"Power" includes dutics and functions; :
i7. This Bill may be cited as the National Offenders Central

Registry 3ill, 2019.

Iiterpretation

Short Title
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SCHEDULE
- Section 3 (3)

" 1. Subject to this Act and section 27 of the interpretation Act, the

Board may malke standing orders regulating the proceedings ol the Board and

any commitiee thereol,
. . [Cap. 123, / _
2. Everymec lmgo[thcl%oqld shall be pr LSICICd over by lhc chairman
and if the chsurman is unable to atlend a particular mcetmg. the members

présent ab the meeting shall elect ane of their members (o preside ac the

 meeting,

3. 'The quorum atameeting oi’l_hé Board shall consist of the chairman
(or in an appropriate case, the person prcs'iding at the n;cctiﬁg pursuant 1o
paragraph 2 of this Scheduie) and six (}Lhu munbm 5. |
{hﬁ, Boardmay, on.any speeial occasmn co c>pl 'my person Lo bt. a
member for as Iy mectings as may be n(.cusmy and fhat person while g0
co=opied shalf have all the ngjhis dlld pr mlc,gr,cb ol a mombm L\u,pl that b
shall net be entitled to vote or count lowards a quorum. '
- ‘ Cammilfceg' |
3.-(1) Subject to its standing orc}ers. the Board may appoint such
numbcn of stdudmg andadhoc wmmnieca as it thmks 111 to cong ider and repord
onany matter with which the Rcmsn y is coneer nccl
(2) every commiitee appointed undey the provisions 01'SL.ab?p_aragraph
(P olthis puragmplﬁ-s]wll be presided overby a member of the Board and shall
be made up of such number ol'pcrs&)ﬁs, not necessarily members of the Beard,
as the Board may determine in each case,
6. ‘The decision of a committee shall be of no effect until it is
condirmed by the Bourd.
- 1the imng, ol the seal of the Regisiry shall be authenticated by the
signature of the C‘hdnmdn and of the Registrar of l]lL Rtg;isuy or such other

member autherized generally or specially by the Board to act for that purpose,
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1 8. A coniract or an instrument which, if m%u';lc by a person not

2 being a body corporate, would not be required to beu bder seal, may be made

3 or executed on behalfof the Registry by the Registrar or by any other person

4 authorized generally or specifivally by (he Board to nct for that purpase.

5 9. Adocutment purporting to be a contract, an instrument or other

] document signed or sealed on behalf of the Registry shall be rcceivéd in

7- ~evidence and, uniess the contrary is proved, be presumed without further

8 proof, tohave be;:n'su signed or seated.

9 | 1-0. The validity of a proceeding of the Board or of a committee

10 thercof shalinotbe ﬁdvcrsely atfecied; |

I (a) by a vacancy inthe meinbership of the Board;

12 (b} by a defect in the appointment of 2 member of the :Board or

13 gommitiee; or |

(4 (c) by reason that a person not entitlgd to do so took parl in the

15~ procecding. .

16 , 1. A member of the Board or commilice who has a personal
17 interest in & contract or an arangement entered into or pro'posed {0 be

18 - considered by the Board or committee shall forthwith disclose his interest to

19 the Board or commitioe and shall not vote on any question relaiing to the
20 contractorarrangement.

EXPLANATORY NOTI:
This Bill sceks to gstablish a National Offenders Central Registry to provide
for the establishment of g Central registry with regard (o the collation and

storage of criminal information and records for the country,






