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A BILL
FOR

- AN ACT To ESTABLISH NATIONAL HUMAMITARIAN Burgau To Br

RespomsislE FOr 1w RUGISTRATION AND MaNaGEMENT - OF T
vicrivs OF Crisis OR NATURAL DISASTER, INCLUDING GENERAL
COORDINATION AND MONE;IOR!NG Or Tius PROPLE'S WELFARE AND
ALLEVIATION OF THEIR SUFF}ERING_AND FOR RELATED MATTERS

Sponsored by Hon. Raheent lajide Jimoh

ENACTED by the Nationaj Assembiy of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria as follows: )

1.-(1) There is hereby established a body 1o bf: known hs the
National Humanitarian Bureau {ih this Act referred to as "the Bureau™),
which shali have the functions assigﬁﬁi 10 it by the President of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria.

{2) The Bureau shallbe a lt;ndy corpoTate ﬁ'ifth' perpemai.successim
and a commonseal and 1;!ay sue orbe sued in its corporate name. '

(33 The Burean shall be removed from the core Civil Service. - '

2. ‘The Bureau shall function andhave powerover the followings: -

{a) central planning and management of the nation's humanitarian
acti‘u;ﬁt_ids; | 7

{bY researching and dwélnpiug ) innévaling ideas for the
maintenance of nation's less privileged people, including research and
development of the ideas to raise finance for humanitarian ai:tivities;_

(c) has the Presidential mandate to lead and coordinate
mtematmna! humanitarian dnsaster TESPONSE; -
R {d) coordmatmg ihe allocation amd dssbursement of humanitarian
provjsions from the Federal Guvemment ansmes Departments and

Agencies in collaboration with the Office of the Secretary to the
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1 * the approval and, confirmation by the senate and must be persons who by
2 reason of their ability, experience, specialized lknowledge on the
3 humanitarian services or of professional or business attainments. are in his
4 opinion, capable of making useful contributions to the work ofthe Bureau;

3 {g) Humanitarian éenera[ of National Humanitarian Bureau,

6 (h} a representative of the Office of’Accounlam-(}eneral for the
7 Federation;

3 (i) a representative of the Office of Auditor-General for the

9 Federation, ‘

10 (2) Subject to sub-section | of this section, a person appointed as
L the Chairman or member of the Board, shall hold office for three yearé and

12 shallbe eligible for reappointment for one further period of three years.

13 (3) The supplementary provisions contained in the First Schedule

14 ofthis Act shall have effect with respect to the proceedings of the Board and

15 the other matters therein mentioned,

16 (4) The Board shall meet at least twice in a year for the discharge of

17 its duty. o

8 (5) Appointment as a member of the Board shall be terminated if

19 the person: '

20 (a) is unable to perform the functions of office by reason of
21 infirmity of body or mind;

22 (b) serves the appointing authority with a notice in writing of his
23 resignation;

24 {c)isconvicted of-a criminal offence;

25 (d) conducts himself or herself in a manper deemed by the
26 appointing authority to be inconsistent with the membership ofthe Board; or

27 (e} is in the opinion of other members of the Board not fit to remain
28 amember ofthe Board,

29 (6) Every member of the Board other than | Humanitarian General
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shall be entitled to a silting allowance to be determined by the appropriate
authority.

(7) The Board shall have power to:

(a) ensure the Bureau fulfils its .mission and that the profile of the
Bureau is commensurate with its role towards ensuring peace and unity in the
country;

{b) advise pgovernment on the national humanitarian pelicy,
procedures, methods and regulations relating o the development ol the
humanitarian sector;

{c) f-ormulat_e and monitor the implementation of polices for more
effective coordination of the Humanitarian System;

{d) monitor the technical quality of official humanitarian activities
and prombte adherence to good practice and international recommendation
and standards; 7

(e) formulate and monitor the implementation of policies pertaining
to the organization and management of the Bureau,

" appdint, promoté and discipline senior staff of the Bureau, cxbept
the Humanitarian-General;

(2) set guideline for recruiument. diseipline and promaotion ol'_]un-im'
staff:

(h) provide the President with a Quarterly Progress Report on
activities of the Bureau;

'(i) review the structure of the Bureau as necessary and approve the
corporate plans, work plans and budgets of the Bureau.

4. Subject to this Act, the President may give to the Burcau and its
Board directions of a general character or relating generally to particular
matters (but not to any individual person or case), with regard to the exercise by
the Bureav or its Board of their power and functions under this Act, arid it shall

bethe duty of the Bureau and the Board to comply with the directions,
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5.-(1y There 'shall be appointed by the DPresident? on the
recommendation of the Secretary to the Government of the Federation, the
Humanitarian General of the Bureau, who shali be the Chief Executive
Officer of the Bureau and shall be responsible for the execution of the
policies of the Bureau and the day-to day running of the affairs of the
Bureau.

(2) The Boarcl‘may, subjeet to such conditions as it may think i1,
delegate any of its powers associating to the appointment of, or the exercise
of disciplinary control {including dismissal) over, its employees to the
Humanitarian General orany other employee ofthe Bureau

(3) The Humanitarian-General shall:

(a) advise Federal Ministries, Agencics, States and Local
Governments on issues relaling to their lmamlﬁitarian activities;

(b advise on the appropriate methods for collecting and

processing national data for humanitarian purposes and on the timing and |

form of dissemination ofthese aids:

{c) represeni Nigeria in international meeting or designate one or
more staff from the National Humanitarian Bureau;

(d) be a full member of and act as the Secretary to the Board and
any committees which the Board may establish; ,

(&) subject to the direction of the Board be responsible to the Board
forthe administration aﬁd management of funds and property of the Bureau;

{f) carry out the policies of the Board:

e ensuré that lﬁc Burcau isal all times positioned [‘da" clfeetive and
efficient service delivery;

(h) be responsible for the supervision and discipline of the staff of
the Bureau; - |

(i) present to the Board for approval annual work pl'ogranun&,
human resource development programme and any other programmes to

develop national statistics;
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(i) present Lo the Board for approval budgets and audited accounts of
the Bureau; and

(k) perform any other functions ahd duties as may be assigned by the
Board; |

() The Humanitarian-General may, in wril'ing, delegate to any officer
of the Bureau any of his powers and duties under this Actand inrespect of any
power or duty so delegated, a reference 1o the ofTicer 1o whom the power-or
duty is delegated may be made.

{4} The Board may deem it necessary to appoint such other persons as
it may determine as employees of the Burcau to assist the Humanitarian
Generarl inthe discharge of'his duties.

0.-(1) The Federal Civil Service Cdmm ission may, by order published
in the Federal Gazette, declare the office of the Humanitarian General or ofany
other employee of the Bureau to be a pensionable office for the purposes of the
Pensions Act, ‘

(2) Subject to sub-sections (3) and (4) of this section. the Pensions Act
shall, in its application by virtue of'sub-section (1) ofthis section to any office.

have effect as if the olTice were in the Public Service of the Federation within

-the meaning of the 1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of N iperia,

(3} For the purposes of the application of the provisions of the
Pensions Actand in accordance with this section;

(a) the power under subsection 4 (2) of that . Act shall be exercisable
by the Bureau and not by any other authority.

(4) Nothing in the foregoing provisions shall prevent the appoiniment
of a person to any office on terms which preclude the granting of a pension or
gratuity in respect of service in that office, |

7.-(1) The Bureau shall establish and maintain a fund from which
shallbe covered all expenditure incurred by the Bureau.

(2) There shall be paid or credited (o the fund established in pursuance

ofthis section: ¥
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(a) such moneys as may be granted in each financial year to the
Bureau by the Federal Government th_rou gh annual budgetary pravision;

(b) all fees and charges for services rendered by the Bureau; and

(c) all other sums accruing to the Bureau from any other legit_i.mate
souree,

8.-(1) The Bureau shall be liable to prepare, not {ater than 30
September in each year, an estimate of the proposed expenditure and income
of the Bureau during the next succeeding financial year and when so
prepared, it sha'l be submitted to the Minister who shall thereafter forward
to the Ministry ¢f Budget andNational Planning for approval,

(2) The Bureau shall keep proper accounts and proper records in

relation thereto and the accounts shall be audited, as soon as may be, after )

the end of each financial year by auditors appointed from the Hst and in
accordance with the guidelines supplied by the Aurditor-General for the
Federation and the fees of the auditors and the expenses of the audit
generally, shall be péid from the funds of the Bureau.

9. Itis gbligatory bound on the Bureau Lo prepare and submil lb the
Minister not later than 30 November in each financial year, a report in such
form as the Minister may direct on the activities of the Bureau during the
.iinmediately preceding financial year and the Bureaw shall include in such a
repott. a copy bf its audited accounts for that year and auditors’ report
thereon.

10. The President may make regulations generaily for carrying
into effect the provisions of this Bill and the due administration thereof.

11, Inthis Bill, unless the context otherwise requires:

"Bureau” means the National Humanitarian Bureau, established pursuant to

section | to this Bill;

"Board" means the Governing Board of the Nationa! Ilumqmtat fan Bureau,

estabhshed pursuantto section 3(1) to thls B:ll

"Chaumm means the Chairman of the Govcmmg Board appointed

¢

Annual estimates,
accounts and audit

Annual reports

Regulations

Interpretation

29
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pursuant tosection 3(3)1 ofthis Bill;

"Member" means any member of the Board and includes the chairman;
"Humanitarian General" means the Chief Executive Officer of the National
Humanitarian Bureau;

"President” means the President of the Federal Republic of Nigenria; and
"Recommending Authority” means the Secretary to the Government of the
Federation,

12. This Bill may be cited as the National Humanitarian Bureau Bill,
2019, '

* FIRST SCHEDULE <
[Section 3]
SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE GOVERNING BOARD
f’f-'oceeciirigs of the Board

1 Sﬁbject to this A¢t and to section 27 of the [nterpretation Act
{which provides for the decisions of a statutory body to be taken by a inajority
of the members of the body and far the person presiding Lo have a sccond or
casting vote), the Board may make standing orders regulating the proceedings
ofthe members ofanyrcommiltee thereof.

2. The quorum of the Board shall be one-third of the Bureau
Members, that is‘, the Chairman and four other membefs, and the quorum of any
committee of the Board shall be determined by the Board.

3. The President may appoint one ol the members of the 3oard (o be
the Deputy Chairman of the Board for such period as the Secretary to the
Government of the Federation may determine, so however that a Deputy
Chairman who ceases 1o be amember of the Board shall also cease to be deputy
chairman.

4, Atany time while the OfTice of the Chairman either is vacant or the
Chairman is, in the opinion of the Board, permanently or temporarily unable to

perform the functions of his Office, the Deputy Chairman shall perform those
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functions, and references in this Schedule to the Chairman, shall be
construed accordingly.

5.-(1) Subject to the provisions of any standing orders of the Board,
the Board shall meet at the headquarter of the Bureau whenever it is

summoned by the Chairman; and if the Chairman is required to do so by

notice given to him by not [ess than three other members he shall summon a .

meeting of the Board to be held within fourteen days from the date on which
the notice is given.

(2) At any meeting of the Board, the_Chairman or in his absence,
the Deputy Chair nan shatl preside, but if both are absent, the members
present at the meeting shall appoint one of their colleagues to preside at that
rﬁeeting. '

(3) Notwithstanding anything in the foregoing ’provisions of this
paragraph, the first meeting of the Board shall be Summdned by the
Secretary to the Government of the F'ederation.‘

6.-(1) Where the Board desires to obtain the advice of any person

on a particular mattet, the Board may co-opt him as a member for such

period as it thinks fit, but a person who is a member by virtue of this sub-

paragraph shall not be entitled to vote or count towardg a qudrum.
' Committee

7.-(1) The Board may appeint ong 6r more committees Lo cary oul
on behalfofthe Board such of its functions as the Boélrd may ciete_rmine.

(2} A committee appointed by the Board shalt consist of the number
of persons determined by the Board, and not more than one-third of the
entire members of the Board; and a person other than a member of the Board
shall hold office on the committee in accordance with thc: terms of his
appointment,

(A d_ecision ofa committee ofthe Board shall be of no ei’f@ct until

itis ratified by the Board.
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I Miscellaneous

2 8.-(])Tlle fixing of the seal of the Board shall be authenticated by the
3 | signature of the Chairman or of some other member authorised gcn-craily or
.4 specially to act for that purpose by the Board.

5 (2)Any cohtract‘or instrument which, if made or executed by a person
6  not being a body corb&ate, would not be required to be under seal, may be
7 made or executed on behalf of the Roard by any person generally or specially

& - authorisedto act for tl{é't‘purpose by the Board,

9 (3) Any document pur pmtmg to be a document duly executed under
10 the seal of the Board, shall be received in evidence and shall, unless the
11 contrary is proved, be presumed fo be so exeeuted.

12 - 9. Members ofthe Board who are not public officers, shall be paid out
13 of the moneys at the. disposal of the Bureau such remuneration, fees or
14 allowances in accordance with such scales as may be approved. [rom time 1o
15 time, by the Presidént, -

16 * . 10. Any member of the Board, and any person holding office on a

17 committee of the ]‘:’;oard, who has a personal interest in any contract or
18. arrangement énte_red into or proposed to be entered into by the Board or
19 Committee, shall forthwith disclose his interest to the Board or Committee and
20  shallnot vote onany qtieétion relating to the contract or arrangement.
él ) SECOND SCHEDRULE
22 - Head Qffice of tiie Bureay
23 The l“Iea;d Office {)fthe_Bureaﬁ shall be in Abuja with field offices located in
24 each geo-political zone of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.
EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM '
This Bil[seeks to establish Natioral Humanitarian Bureau to be responsible for
the registration and management of the victims of crisis or natural disaster,
includihg general coordination an.d monitoring of this people's welfare and

alleviation of their suffering.



