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A BILL

FOR

ACT TO PROVIDE FOR Thg REPEAL OF THE FIRE SERvICE ACT, CAP. F29,
LEN, 2004, To ESTABLISH THE NATIONAL FIRE ADMINISTRATION ANDFIRE
AUTHORITY; AND FOR RELATED MATTERS
Sponsored by Hon. Vietor Mela
{ ]

ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria-

PART I - ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NATIONAL FIRE
ADMINISTRATION, Erc.

1.-(1) The Fire Service Act is repealed and accordingly the Federal
Fire Service established under that Act (in this section referred to as “the
dissolved Federal Fire Service™)is consequentially dissolved.

(2) By virtue of this Bill, there is vested in the Fire Administration
established by this Bill, immediately at the commencement of this Bill,
without further assurance, all assets, funds, resources and other movable and
immovable property which immediately before the commencement of this
Bill were vest in the dissolved Federal Fire Service.

 (3)Asfromthedate of the commencement of this Bill-

(a) all rights, interests, obligations and liabilities of the dissolved

* Federal Fire Service existing before the commencement of this Bili under

any contract or instrument, or in law or in equity, shall by virtue of this Bili
be assigned to and vested in the Fire Administration established by this Bill;
(b} any contract or instrument as is mentioned in paragraph (@) of
this subsection shall be of the same force and effect against or in favour of
the Fire Administration established by this Bill and shali be enforceable as
fully and effectively as if instead of the dissolved Federal Fire Service, the
Fire Administration estabhshed by this Bill had been named in the
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instrument or had been a party to the contract; and

(c) the Fire Admirﬁstraﬁon"'established by this Bill shall be subject to
all the obligations and liabilities to which the dissolved Federal Fire Service
was subject immediately before the commencement of this Bill and all other ‘
persons shall have the same rights, powers and remedies against the Fire
Administration as they had against the dissolved Federal Fire Service
immediately before the commencement of this Bill. ' |

(4) Any proceedings or cause of action pending or existing
immediately before the commencement of this Bill by or against the dissolved
Federal Fire Service in respect of any right, interest, obligation or liability of
the dissolved Federal Fire Service may be commenced or continued, as the case
may be, and any determination of any court of law, tribunal or authority or
person may be enforced by or against Fire Administration to the same extent
that the proceedings, cause of action or determination might have been
continued, commenced or enforced by or against the dissolved Federal Fire
Service as if this Bill had not been made.

(5) Notwithstanding the provisions of this Bilt but subject fo such
directions as may be issued by the Fire Administration established by this Bill,
a person who immediately before the commencement of this Biil held officein
the dissolved Federal Fire Service shall be deemed to have been transferred to
the Fire Administration established by this Bill on ter;ijls and conditions not less
favourable than those obtaining immediately before the commencement of this
Bill, and service in the dissolved Federal Fire Service shall be deemed to be
service in the Fire Administraton established by this Bill for purposes of
pension. . ' S

(6) The President, ifhe thinks fit, may; within twelve ﬁxont;ras after ﬁe

commencement of this Bill, by order published inthe 'Gézmette, muake additional

- “transitional or savings provisions forthe better carrying out of the objectives of

this section.
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2. (1) There is estabhshed a body to be known as the National Fire

) Admmlstra‘ﬂon (m t]:us Blll referred to as the "Fire Admmrstratlon")

) The Frre Admmlstration shall be a body corporate with
perpetual succession and a common seal a:uri may sue and be sued in its
corporate name. ) _ _ _

3. The Fire A_dm.inistratiorl shall have its headquarter established
inAbuja and provide pblicy direetron and support to fire authorities through-
(2) the Policy and Fire Inspectorate; |

{b) the Administration and Finance Directorate; and

{c)the Regulatory Djrectorate _

4. The Fire Admmlstratlen shall consist of the Comptroller
General and such other officers and ﬁremerr of such ranks as may, from time

to time, be appointed by the Fire Board on the recommendation of the Fire

" Administration.

5. The functions of the Fire Administration shall include to-

(&) provide policy direction and support for the Fire Administration
and fire authorities;

(b} ensure the enforcement of fire safety legislations;

{c) establish a national statistics centre for fire and other
eﬁlergencies; L _ _

{d) ensure the adequacy of fire ererection within a fire euthoﬁty=§
terriforial j.m'i'sdiction; - o

(e} carry out, co ordinate and promote research on fire and safety
related issues;

(f} determine the appropriate criteria for the qualification of the

Director of a fire authority and the qualifications for other intermediate staff

to berecruited as personnel of the Fire Administration and ﬁre authorities; ..’

{g) advise the Fire Boardonany matter requiring legislative action;
(h) ensure the availability of suitably qualified and adequately

trained personnel to perform the functions of the Fire Administration and of
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the fire authorities; and

(i) promote and ensure the availability of vehicles and equipment for
the performance of the functions of the Fire Administration and fire authorities.

(2) The Fire Administration shall also prescribe and monitor
standards for-

(@) the promotion of fire prevention;

(b) the fighting or extinguishing of fire;

(c) fire investigations; or ,

(d) the effective discharge of the functions of a fire authority.

(3) The Fire Administration, where necessary, shall perform any other
function connected with any of the matters above and .shall, subject to the
approval of the Fire Board appoint as consultant a person not being a member
of the Fire Administration where in its opinion such an appointment shall
enable itto eﬁ"ectively perform its functions under this Bill,

6. There is established for the Fire Administration 2 Board (in this
Billreferred to as “the Fire Board™).

7.-(1) The Fire Board shall consist of-

(a) the Vice President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria who shall be
the Chairman of the Fire Board;

(b) one representative each, who is not below the rank of a director,
from the following Federal Ministries, viz- '

(i) Works, Power and Housing who shall be the Vice Chairman,

{ii) Environment,

(1ii) Water Resources,

(iv) Finance,

{v)Health,

(vi) Justice;

() one representativé each of-

(i) the Nigeria Police,

(ii) the Nigerian Emergency Management Agency,



2019

_National Fire Administration (Establishment) Bill, 2019

C 3271

e S SN W B W RN e

[ A S oy e ped bmd el e e e
a-tﬁmﬁfcwgﬂc\mhwmv—c

26

(i) the Manufacturers Association of N. igeria(MAN),

(i) the Nigerian Association of Chamber of Commerce Indusiry,
Mines and Agriculture (NACCIMA); and _

{d)one representative from each ofthe six geo-political zones;

{e) the Comptroiler General of the Fire Administration who shaH
appoint the Secretary and Legal Adviser of the Fire Board, sub_]ect to the
approval ofthe Fire Board,

(2) The members of the Fire Board, other than the ex officio

“members, shall be appointed by the President and shali be persons of proven

integrity and ability.

(3) The supplementary provisions contained in the First Schedule
tothis Bill shall have effect with respect to the proceedings of the Fire Board
and the other matters contained in the First Schedule tothis Bill.

8. Subject to the provisions of section 9 of this Bill, amember of
the Fire Board, other than ex officio members shall, hold office-

(@) for a period not exceeding four years in the first instance and
may bere appointed fora further term of four years and nomore; and

{b) on such other terms and conditions as maly be specified in his
letter of appointment. _

9.-(1} Notwithstandiﬁg the provisions of ée_ction 8 of this Biﬁ, a
member of the. Fire Board shall cease to hold office if he-

(a} becomes bankrupt, suspends payment or compounds with his
creditors; ' _

(b) is convicted of a felony or any offence invojving dishonesty or
fraud;

{(c) becomes of unsound mind, or incapable of carrying out his
duties;

(d)is guilty of a serious misconduct in reltation to his duties;

(&) in the case of a person possessed of professional gualifications,

is disqualified or suspended, other than at his own request, from practicing

Tenure of office

Cessation of
membership
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his professi'oﬁ in. any part of the world by an order of a competent authority
made inrespect of him; ' ' . | ‘

(f) resigns his appomtment by a letter addressed by him, to the
Pre31dent or .

(g)is removéd from office by the President of the Federal Republic of _
Nigeria, where the President, at any time, thinks that it is not in the interest of
theF u'; Administration or the public that the member continues in office.

. (3) Ifamember of the Fire Board ceases to imld office, for aiiy reason
whatsoever, before the expiration of the term for which he is appointed, another
person repf&senting'the'same interest as that member shall be appointed to the
Fire Board for the unexpired term, ' -

" (4) The terms and conditions for the appoimiment or removal of a
member of the Fire Board shall be spéciﬁed in his letter oféppoinnnent.

'10. There shall be paid to every member of the Fire Board such
allowances and expenses as the Federal Government inay, from time to time,
direct. - ' |

11. TheFire Board shall-

(a) prescribe- general guidelineé and formulate overaﬁ policy on
issues pertaining to the Fire Administration;

(b) from time to time, review the general guidelineé and policies;

" (c) advice the Féderal Government on matters affecting the Fire
Administration and fire authority;

(d)prepare its budget for approval by the NauonalAssembly, and

(¢) organize and administer the Fire Administration.

12.-(1) The Fire Board shall immediately after the commencement of
this Bill establish- ]

(a) aNational Fire Academy in Abuja; and

(b) a fire training centre in each of the six geopolitical zones of the

Federation. -

(2) Pursuant to Section 11 () of this Bill, the Fire Beard shali-
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i (2) after consultations with the Federal Civil Service Commission, .
2 employ suitable persons as personnel of the Fire Administration and other
3 - persons who in the opinion of the Fire Board will enable the Fire
4 Administration to effectively execute its functions under this Bill;
5 (b) prescribe a suitable program of training and the adequate
6 remuneration for the persomnel of the Fire Administration; and
7 (c) prescribe the appropriate discipline for specific offences by an
8 employee of the Fire Administration.
9 (3) The Fire Board may delegate any of its powers under this Bili to
10 the Fire Administration.
i1 {4) The Firc Board shall employ suitable persons as consuliants
12 whom in its opinion will enable it to effectively eﬁecute its functions under
13 - thisBill.
14 (5) The Fire Beard may make regulations in order to bring the
15 provisions of this Bill into force and in particular may make regulations
16 relating to- |
17 (a) the qualification for and procedure of appointment of persons ’
18 seeking to become members of the Fire Administratim:;
19 (b) the remuneration or the discipline of the personnel of the Fire
20 Administration; and
21 (c) the compensation or allowance paid or given to personnel.glthe
22 Fire Administration and the review ofthe compensation or allowance.
23 (6) The Fire Board shall do such other things, which in the opinion
24 - of the Fire Administration are necessary to ensure the efficient perfo.miance
25 ofthefunctions ofthe Fire Administration. |
26 13.-(1) The Fire Administration shall establish and maintaina fund  Funds of the
) . Fire Administration
27 from which simH be defrayed all expenditure incurred by the Fire
28 Administration.
29 (2) There shall be paid to the fund esiga’blished pursuant to
30 subsection (1) ofthis section- |
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(a) any allocation to the Fire Administration from the Federation
Account; '

(b) 0.25% of the net premium received by an insurer of a building
pursuant to Section 65 of the Insurance Act, Cap.123, LFN, 2004;

(c) such monies as may from time to time, be granted or lent to the Fire
Administration by the Federal Government or a State Government or a Local
Government Area;

(d) such monies as may, from time to time, be granted or received

from-

(i) the organized private sector, or

(i) international or donor organizations and non govemmental
organizations;

() all monies raised for the purpose ofthe Fire Administration by way
of gifts, loans, grants in aid, testamentary disposition or otherwise; and

(1) proceeds from ali other assets that may, from time to time, accrue
tothe Fire Administration.

- (3)The fund shall be managed in accordance with the rules made by
the President and without prejudice to the generality of the powerto make rules
under this subsection, the rules shall in particnlar contain provisions-

{(a) specifying the manner in which the assets or the fund of the Fire
Administration are to be held, and regulating the making of payments into and
out ofthe fund; and

(b} requiring the keeping of proper accounts and records for the
purpose of the fund in such form as may be specified in the rules.

14. The Fire Administration shall apply the proceeds of the fund
established pursuant to Section 13 of this Bill to- ‘

- (a) the cost of the administration of tﬁe’ Fire Administration;

(b) the" payments of salaries, fees, remuneration,; allowances,

pensions and gratuities payable to the members of the Fire Board and of the

Fire Administration;
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{c} the payment for all contracts, including rmobilisation,
finctuations, variations, legal fees and cost on coniract administration;

(d) the payment for ail purchases; and

(é) undertaking such cother activities as are connected with all or
any ofthe functions of the Fire Administration under this Bill.

15.-(1) The Fire Administration mﬁy accept gifts of fland, money, or
other property on such terms and conditions, if any, as may be specified by
the person or organization making the giﬂ..

{2) The Fire Administration shall not accept any gift if -the

cenditions aftached by the person or organization making the gift are

inconsistent with the functions of the Fire Adminisiration under this Bill.

16.-(1} The Fire Adminisiration shall have power to award

coniracts not exceeding the sum of N34 million without the prior approval of

the President.

{2} The Fire Administration shall not award a contract exceeding

~ the said sum of x30 million without the prior approval of the President.

17.-{1} The Fire Administration may, with the consent of the

President, borrow on such terms as the Fire Administration may determine,
stich sums of money as the Fire Administration may require in the exercise
of its functions under this Bill.

(2) The Fire Administration shall not, without the approval of the

President, borrow money which exceeds, at any time, the limit set by the

President.

{3) Notwithstanding subsection {2) of this section, where the sum
borrowed is in foreign currency, whether or not it exceeds the imit sef by the
President, the Fire Board s_héll not borrow the sum without the prior
approval of the?resi&en't, 'l )

18.-(1) 7"1:116 Firé;i]}cajrd shall, not later than 30 September in each
year, submit to the Rresidéntéﬁ estimate of the expenditure and income of

the Fire Administration du;ihg the next succeeding year.

Y
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(2) The Fire Board shall cause to be kept proper accounts and records
of the Fire Administration in respect of each year and shall cause the accounts
to be andited not later than six months after the end of each year by auditors
appointed from the list and in accordance with the guidelines supplied by the
Auditor General for the Federation.

19.-(1) The Fire Board shall prepare and submit to the President, not
later than 30 June in each year, a report in such form as the President may direct
on the activities of the Fire Administration during the immediately preceding
year, and shall include in the report a copy of the audited accounts of the Fire
Administration and the auditor=s report on it.’

(2) The President shall upon receipt" of the report referred to in
subsection (1) of this section, cause a copy of the report and the audited
accounts of the Fire Administration and the auditor=s report thereon to be
submitted to each House of the National Assembly.

PART II - ESTABLISHMENT OF A FIRE AUTHORITY

20. There is established in each State of the Federation a fire authority
(in this Bill referred to as “the fire authority™).

21. Afire authority shall-

(a) advise the Governor of the State on all matters pertaining to-

(i) the determination of a suitable standard of life and fire protection
in buildings for the effective prevention of fire;

(ii) the provision of fire fighting services;

(iif) the rescue of persons from fire and other dangerous situations;
and

(iv) the standard and adequacy of fire appiiances, fire equipment and
the training and qualifications of the personnel of the fire authority.

{(b) ensure that the fire anthority is maintained to the standard to be
determined by the Fire Administration;

(c} interpret policitlzs with regard to the prevention of fire, fire safety,

fire fighting and rescue services in its area of jurisdiction;
s
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1 (d) enforce fire safety legislations;
2 (e) conduct and raise public awareness on fire safety and
3 prevention;
4 (f) fight an outbreak of fire in its territory;
5 {g)provide search and rescue services;
] (h) investigate the cause of an outbreak of fire;
7 (i} provide ambulance and paramedic services in the event of a fire
8 outbreak or any emergency involving a threat to life; .
9 (j) carry out fire safety Heensing inspections;
10 (k) take all reasonable steps to provide an adequate supply of water
11 and for securing that it will be available for use in the event of an outbreak of
12 fire; and _
13 (1) establish a fire station or fire post in its area of jurisdiction as set
14 outin the Second Schedule to this Bill.
15 22.-(1) A fire authority shall have a board with membership Boawa of afire
16 comprising of elected representaiives and other persons to be appointed by suhorty
17 the Governor and they shall have expertise commensurate with their role in
18 the board.
19 (2) The Chairman of the Board shall be appointed by the members
20 ofthe Board.
21 (3) The persons to be appointed by the Governor to the Board shall
22 be one person less than the elected members.
23 23.-(1) The Board of a fire authority shall- Functions of the
. Board of a fire
24 () prescribe guidelines and formulate policy on issues pertaining  avthority
25 to the fire authority;
26 (b} {rom time to time, review the guidelines and policies;
27 (c) advice the Governor of the State on matters affecting the fire
28 authority;
29 {dyprepare its budget for approval by the state house of assembly;
30 and
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(e} crganize and administer the fire authority.
(2) The policies as prescribed by the Board of a fire authority shall not
be in conflict with the general policies as prescribed by the Fire Board.

24.-(1) The Board shall immediately after the commencement of this

~ Billand on the advice of the Fire Administration, establish a fire training school
-inthe locality of the fire authority.

(2) Pursuant to Section 23 (1) (e) of this Bill, the Board shall- _

(a) after consultations with the Fire Board, employ suitable personsas
persennel of the f;_rpe authority and other persons who in the opinion of the
Board will enable the fire authority to effectively execute its functions under
this Bill; | |

* (b) prescribe a suitable program of iraining for the personnel of the
fire anthority subject to the approval of the Fire Administration;

{c) prescr-ibe the adequéie remuneration for each fevel in'the fire
authority; and

(d) subject to the approval of the Fire Board, prescribe the appropriate
discipline for any offence by an employee of the fire authority.

(3) The Board may, subject to such conditions as it deems fit, delegate
any of its powers under this Bill fo the fire aﬁthority where it is deemed that
such powers will enable the fire authority to better exercise conirol over
matiers affecsiné public fire safety or public safety in an emergency.

(4) The Board shall do such other things, which in the opinion of the
Fire Administration are necessary to ensure the efficient performance of the
functions of the fire authority.

25. A fire authority shall provide and ensure that the funding of the
fire aﬁthority is adequate in order to maintain the efficiency and high standard
of fire protection by the fire autherity. _

26.-(1) A fire authority may accept gifts of land, money, or other
property on such terms and conditions, if any, 2s may be specified by the personA

or organization makingthe gift. ~
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(2) A fire authority shall not accept any gift if the conditions
attached by the person or organization making the gift are inconsistent with
the functions ofa fire authority under this Biil. i

27.- (1) A fire authority shall have power fo award contracis not
exceeding the sum as setby its Board.

(2} A fire authority shall not award a contract exceeding the said
sum as set by its Board without the prior approval of the Governor of the
State, -
| 28.-(1) A fire authority may, with the consent of the Govemor of

the state, borrow on such terms as its Board may determine, such sums of
money as the fire authority may require in the exercise ofits functions under
this Bill,

(2) Afire authority shall not, without the approval of the Governor
of the State, borrow money which exceeds, at any time, the limit set by the
Govemnor ofthe State.

(3) Notwithstanding Subsection {2) of this §ection, where the sum
borrowed is in foreign currency, whether or not it exceeds the limit set by the
Governor, the Boérd of the fire authority shall not borrow the sum without
‘the prior approval of the Governor,

| (4) Pursuant to Subsection (3) of this section, all apprdvais by the
Govetnor ofa state shall be subjectto the approval ofthe President.

29. A ﬁr§ authority shall approve the annual estimates to be
prepared by the Director and shall cause the annual expenditure to be
audited in accordance with the financial rules pertaining in 1ts area of
jurisdiction. '

PART 111 - ORGANISATION AND ADMINISTRATION -

30.-(1) The Fire Administration shall have a para military status
and shall operate the harmonized paramilitary salaxy siracture

(2) A fire anthority may adopt the orgamzaﬂonal struciwre, salary

structure, and scheme of service of the Fire Administration, as it deems
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i appropriatetoiis circumstance.
* Appointment 2 31.-(1) The Fire Administration shall be headed by a Comptroller
of Compirofler
gi::fal of the 3 General who shall be appeinted by the Vice President on the recommendation
Adminisiration 4  ofthe Fire Board, to carry out the funciions and duties assigned to him under
5 thisBill |
6 (2) The Comptroller General shall be-
7 (a) the Chief Executive Officer and accounting officer of the Fire |
3 Administration;
9 (b)aperson with the appropriate qualifications and experience for the
10  post, such qualifications not being less than those required for the post of the
11 Comptroller General of Fire Service in any fire service in any part of the world;
12 and
13 (c)responsible forthe day to day running of the Fire Administration.
14 (3) The Comptrollet General shall hold office on such terms and
15  conditions as are specified in his letter of appointment.
i6 (4) In the absence of the Comptroller General, any power conferred or
17  duty imposed upon him shall be exercised or performed by the most senior
i8 officerofibe Fire Administration.
é\tgggf::r;tzrg o i9 32.-(1) The Fire Board shal.l appoint for the Fire Administratién such
‘:gi}:;mﬁon 20 number of personncl as may in the opinion of the Fire Board be expedient and
21 necessary for the proper and efficient performance of the functions of the Fire
72 Administration.
23 (2) The terms and conditions of service, including the remuneﬁﬁon,
24 allowances, benefits and pension of the personnel of the Fire Administration
25 shall be as determined by the Fire Board after consultation with the Federal
96  Civil Service Commission.
??f%ﬁfff 27 '33.1) The Govemor .of a State shall appoint an appropriately
ofaFireAuthority 28  qualified and experienced officer as the Director of the fire authority based
29  upontheadvice of the Fire Administration.
30 (2) The Director of the Fire Authority shall-
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1 () be the Chief Executive and accounting officer of the Fire
2 Authority;

3 {b) be responsible for the day to day running of the Fire Authority;
4 and

3 (c) perform such functions that are assigned to him under this Bill.

6 (3) The Director shall hold office ot such terms and conditions as
7 are specified in his letter of appointment.

g (4) In the absence of the Director of a fire authority, any power
9 conferred or duty imposed upon him shall be exercised or performed by the
10 most senior officer ofthe Fire Authority.

11 34.-(1) The Director of a fire authority or in his absence, the most Powers of the
12 senior officer of the fire authority, whenever it is necessary or expedient, gtrlﬁ?t?)fa
13 may-

14 (&) enter or break and enter any premises;

15 (b) damage, destroy or pull down any propeity;

16 (c) forcibly remove or cause to be removed any person who is in
17 danger or who obstructs the fire authority in the execution of its duties;

18 {d) close any street; or

19 {e) take anything, material or object from any person, within the
20 vicinity where it is performing its duties.

21 (2} However, the owner of the material or object so taken shall be
22 compensated thereafter by the fire authority to an amount agreed upon
23 between the fire authority and the owner or failing such an agreement, an
24 amount to be determined by arbitration.

25 (3) The Director-

26 (2) when he deems it necessary and in orderto perform the duties of
27 the fire authority, may direct any inhabitant who is notyounger than 16 years
28 ofage and not older than 60 years of age, to assist in the performance of any
29 function notrequiring specialist knowledge or training;

30 (b) may salvage or remove and place in safe custody any movable
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property which, in his opinion, is in danger of being destroyed or damaged ina
fire outbreak;

(c) shall issue a certificate stating that the said property would have
been destroyed ifithad been left on the site of the fire; and

(d) or his duly authorized representative has power to conduct an
investigation, interview witnesses and remove any article or document which,
in his opinion, is pertinent to the investigation and he shall issue a certificate in
respect of any article or document soremoved.

(4) For the purposes of this section, any costs incurred while
salvaging or removing the property may be recoveredrfrom the owner or
possessor of the property and the fire anthority shall have a lien over such
property forthe payment of any such cost.

35. The Fire Administration shall ensure that employees of both the
Fire Administration and fire authority are trained to the highest standard
available at the National Fire Academy or any other approved training school
in any of the geo-political zones in the country or where required, in any fire
training institution in any part ofthe world. '

36. A person shall, on appointment, be enlisted to serve in the Fire
Administration for three years or for such other period as may be fixed by the
Fire Board, to be reckoned in all cases from the day on which he has been -
approved for service and taken on to strength.

37.-(1) Notwithstanding the provision of section 36 of this Bill, where
an employee on or after his appeintment opts or is selected for duties other than
general duties and engages in those duties, he shall be deemed to have agreed to
extend his period of enlistment by an additional period not extending six years.

(2) Pursuant to Subsection (1) of this section, the extent of the '
additional period shall be fixed by the Fire Board and the enlistment of the
employee shall have effectaccordingly.

2) Where any employee to whom subsection (1) of this section

applies re engages for service with the Fire Administration, this section shall
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have effect inrespect of the re appointment.

38.-(1) The appropriate qualifications for all ranks up to the
Comptroller General, including the specification, training and experience
prerequisite to the rank, shall be in consonance with the scheme of service
recommended by the Comptroller General and approved by the Office of
Menagement Services in the Presidency.

(2) The Fire Administration may recommend a statutory
examination system for promotion in order to ensure the progression of
ciualiﬁed officers and also to ensure a standard of expertise in the Fire
Administration.

38. On the appointment, re appointment or promotion of any
person as a member of the Fire Administration or fire ‘authority, the
provisions of the Oaths Act shal! apply; and such person shall forthwith take
and subscribe fo the official oath, the fireman oath and, in a proper case, the
oath ofallegiance,

40.-(1) Service in the Fire Administration and fire authority shall
be approved service for the purposes of the Pensions Act.

(2) The officers and other persons employed in the Fire
Administration and fire authority shall be entitled to pensions, gratuities and
other retirement benefits as are enjoyed by persons holding equivalent
grades in the civil service of the Federation.

(3) Nothing in subsections (1)} and (2) of this section shall prevent
the appointment of a person to any office on terms which preclude the grant
of pension and gratuity inrespect of that office.

(4) For the purposes of the application of the provisions of the
Pensions Act, any power exercisable by the Minister or other authority of the
Government of the Federation, other than the power to make regulations
under section 23, is hereby vested in and shall be exercisable by the Board,

and not by any other person or authority.

Qualifications

Oath to be taken
by employees on
appointmert

Pensions,
gratuities and
snnual allowanees
Cap. P4, LFN,
2004
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PART IV - FIRE SAFETY MATTERS

41. The Comptroller General or Director is responsible for ensuring
that-

(a} fire personnel are appointed and trained to carry out the functions
of the Fire Administration and fire authority respectively;

(b} policies and all reasonable measures required for the provision of
an adequate supply of water for fire fighting are initiated and undertaken; and

(c) an effective programme of public awareness and education, is
implemented in their respective territories, so as to create public awareness on
fire safety matters and fire prevention.

42.-(1) 1t shall be the duty of every fire authority to ensure that a
member of the fire authority, indusirial fire department or a private or
contractual fire department engaged by it in the fighting of any fire outbreak is
provided with fire resistant personal protective clothing and equipment.

(2) The personal protective clothing and equipment shall include-

(a) foot and leg protection;

(b) hand protection;

(c) body protection;

(d) eves, face and head protection.

43.-(1) The Nigerian Communications Commission (in this Bill
referred to as “the Commission™) shall undertake and co ordinate measures
necessary to establish a fimctional and effective public emergency call service
forthe immediate report of and response to a fire outbreak or other emergency.

(2) Public Network Operators (in this Bill referred to as “the
Operators™) shall provide toll free lines, in order to ensure a more effective
service delivery, for use by-

{a)the Fire Adminisiration;

(b) fire authorities;

{c) the Nigeria Police; and

{d) other emergency service agencies.
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1 44.-(1) The Standard of Fire cover, which shall be regarded in all  Standard of Fire
2 cases as the minimum standard to be achieved in a particular locality shall be coer

3 agreed upon between the Fire Authorities, or a fire authority and the Fire

4 Administration taking into account the risk to life, property and the

5 environment.

6 (2) Where it becomes desirable to vary the agreed standard of fire

7 cover, the proposed variation shall be examined in detail by the Fire

8 Administration and the fire authority or fire authorities.

9 (3) The variat’ n would be implemented only after the approval of

10 the Vice President has b: =n obtained. |

11 45.-(1) A fire authority may enfer into a mutual aid agreement with — Mutual aid
12 aprivate or contractual fire agency, an industrial fire department or any other sgreement
13 fire authority. 8

14 (2) However no such agreement may be used as a basis for the

15 reduction in the provision made by any of the agreeing fire authorities in its

16 protected area,

17 {3) A member of a private or contractual fire agency, an industrial

18 fire department or a fire authority while engaged upon operations under any

19 - such agreement may exercise all of the powers and perform all the duties and

20 shall possess all of the immunities possessed and exercisable by members of

21 the Fire Administration or a fire authority under this Bill,

22 (4) A fire anthority is permitted to enter into an agreement with a

23 neighbouring fire authority for a part of its protected area to be provided

24 with fire cover by that neighboui'ing fire authority.

25 (5) Pursuant to subsection (4) of this section, this kind of

26 agreement-

27 {a) can only be entered into where there are existing facilities,

28 which would be duplicated if such cover were to be provided by the fire

29 authority in whose area it falls; and
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1 (b) may include transfer of funds to provide for the cost of the cover
2 supplied. ‘
Major disaster 3 46.-(1) If amajor disaster occurs anywhere within the Federation and
?Silgtté:;;iﬁ 4 ifeither the fire authority or the Commissioner of Police for the State in which
5 the said major disaster has occured so requests, the Fire Administration may
6  provide assistance-
7 (a) by utilizing or lending, with or without compensation therefore, to |
8 the state governmeent or fire authority, the equipment, supplies, facilities;
9 - personneiand other resources ofthe Fire Administration; and
10 (b) by performing on public or private lands protective and other work
11  essential for the preservation of life and property and the alleviation of
12 suffering.
13 (2) Pursuant to the provisions of this section, the Government of the
14 Federation shall not be liable for any claim based upon any act of the Fire
15 Administration.
16 (3) For the purposes of this section, “major disaster” shall include any
17 flood, fire, huiricane, earthquake, storm or other catastrophe in any part of the
18  Federation which in the determination of the local fire authority or the
19 Commissioner of Police_ for the State is, or threatens to be, of sufficient severity
20  andmagnitude to warrant assistance by the Fire Administration.
ﬁﬁi‘iﬁ;lfe 21 47.-(1) An indus‘srial fire department or a private or contractual fire
Z;Cd ::fi;etg?;ﬁ 22  agency shall prepare and maintain an organizational statement or written
:t‘;t‘;ﬁgitza“"“al 23 policy which establishes the existence of a fire brigade in the organization or
' 24  fireagency.
25 (2) The organizational statement shall state-
26 (a) the basic organizational structure;
27 (b) the type, amount, and frequency of training to be provided to the
28  firebrigade members;
29 A (¢) the expected number of members in the fire brigéde s and
30 (d) the function ofthe fire brigade.
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(3) The organizational statement shall be ave;ilable for inspection
by the Cbmptroﬂer General of the Fire Administration and the employees in
the organization or their designated representatives. |

48.-(1) The incident command officer of the fire authority preéént
at any fire shall have the sole charge and control of all 0perati_ons~ for
extinguishing the fire, including- -

{a) the fixing of the positions of fire engines and apparatus;

(b) theattaching ofhose to any water pipes;

(c)theuseofar ~water supply; )

(d) the selectic af the parts of the building, object, or place, where
the fire is, or of adjoining buildings, objects or places, agairnst wlﬁch the
water is to be directed; and I '.

(e) all other measures deemed by him to be necessary towards the

extinguishing of the fire or the assistance of persons or animals in distress by

reason of the fire or of such fire fighting or fire prevention measures.

(2) The incident command police officer present at any fireorinthe .

absence of a police officer, the incident command officer of the fire authority
present, may-

(@) close the traffic to any street or thoroughfare;

{(b) stop orregulate the traffic;

{c) remove any person, including the owner or occupier of the
property on fire, or of an adjacent or neighbouring property, from the said
street or thoroughfare if in the opinion of that officer it is necessary or
desirable to do so for fire fighting purposes.

(3) Amember of the fire anthority may- _

(a) stop or regulate the traffic on any street or thoroughfare; or

(b) may remove any person or vehicle from the said street or
thoroughfare if, in his opinion, it is necessary or desirable to do so for the
purpose of ensuring or expediting the free passage of a fire engine or other

mobile fire fighting equipment while proceeding to a fire.

Powers of fireman
and police during
an outbreak of
fire




C 3288 National Five Administration (Establishment) Bill, 2019 2019

1 (4) All persons and vehicles using any street or thoroughfare shall

2 yield the right of way to fire engines and other mobile fire fighting equipment

(%)

proceeding to a fire and operating any prescribed signal, audible or visual; and

the owner or occupier of any land or premises-

4 police officers, if present, shall give such assistance as may benecessary forthe
5 purpose.
Right of amember 6 49, A member of the fire anthority, an industrial fire department, or a
of the fire authority,
?tc'é wenterupon 7 private or contractual fire agency, who is on duty, may without the consent of
ands .
8
9

(a) enter and if necessary, break into any premises or pléce inwhicha
10 firehas orisreasonably believed to have broken out;

11 (b) enter, and if necessary break into any building or place which he
12 believes itisnecessary to enter for the purpose of-

13 (i) protecting the premises or place from fire or from acts done for fire
14  fighting purposes, or

(if) extinguishing a fire in or the premises or on an adjacent premises;
16 (¢) having entered any premises or place, do such acts as he may deem
17 necéssary for-

18 (i) the extinguishing of any fire, or

19 (ii) the protection of any premises, place or property from fire or acts
20  doneinthe course of fighting a fire outbreak;

21 (d) having entered such premises or place, do such act as he may
22 consider necessary for the protection, rescue or assistance of persons or
23 animais; or

24 (e) ifhe deems it necessary in order to extinguish or limit the spread of

25 anyfire-

26 (i) pull down any building,
27 (ii) destroy or remove any property; or
28 (iii} take water from any source, without payment or other

26  compensation.
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50, Where in the course of fighting any fire or of giving any
assistance to any person or animal, in the lawful execution of his duties, a
member of the fire service, an industrial fire department, or a private or
contractual fire agency inflicts an injury to any person or damage to any
property, such an injury or damage shall be deemed to be an Injury or
damage by fire.

PARTV - OFFENCES, PENALTY AND APPEALS

51.-(1) It is an offence for a person to-

{(a) knowingly use or attempt to pass off any forged or false
certificate, character, letter, or other document for the purpose of obtaining
admission into the Fire Administration or & fire authority, or knowingly
make a false statement, whether orally or in writing, while applying for an
admission into the Fire Administration ora fire authority;

(b) wilfully obstruct, interfere with, assault or resist an employee
of the Fire Administration or a fire authority in the performance of his
duties;

(c) aid, abet, invite or induce any other person to obstruct, interfere
with, assault or resist an employee of the Fire Administration or a fire
authority in the performance ot his duties;

(d) wilfully obstructs or delays the passage of any fire engine or
other mobile fire fighting equipment proceeding to a fire;

(e) unlawfully interfere with, damage, or remove any fire fighting
equipment maintained by the Fire Administration or a fire authority;

(fy without reasonable excuse fails to-

(i) render assistance or release any available equipment, facility or
person required for a search and rescue operation or other disaster
curtailment activities, or -

(ii) comply with a directive of the Fire Administration;

(g) intentionally give a false alarm or cause or induce another to

give a false alarm for the purpése of causing the deployment of the fire

Injury or damage
deemed to be
injury or damage
by fire

Offence
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fighters of the fire authority for any purpose whatsoever; or

2 (h) fail to comply with 'any provision of this Bill for which no penalty
3 isprescribed or with any regulation or order made under this Bill.

4 (2) It is an offence for a person, not an employee of the Fire
5 Administration or a fire authority to-

6 (a) pretend, in any way, to be an employee of the Fire Administration
7 or é fire authority or to possess authority from or on behalf of the Fire
8  Administration or afire authority; or

9 (b) put on or assume, either in whole or in part, the dress, name,
10 designation or description of any personnel of the Fire Administration or a fire
I1  authority; |

12 (3)1tis an offence for an employee of the Fire Administration or a fire
I3 authority to-

14 (a) be absent from his place of duty without having obtained a leave of
15 absence or apermission from his superior;

16 (b) accept any payment or favour from a member of the public for any
[7  service performed by the Fire Administration or a fire authority or in
18 avoidance ofany requirement of this Bill; or

19 (c) communicate or attempt to communicate any confidential

20  information obtained by him in the course of the performance of his duties, to

21  anyunauthorised person.

Penalty 22 52.-(1) A person who commits an offence contrary to Section 51 (1)is
23 liabie on conviction, in the case of-
24 (a) section 51 (1) (a) to a fine not exceeding N50,000 or to

25  imprisonment for three months, or both;

26 (b)section 51 (1) (b)toafinenot exceeding N20,000;
27 {c)section 51 (1)(c) (e)toafinenot exceeding x20,000;
28 (d) section 51 (1) (f) to a fine not exceeding N50,000 or imprisonment

29 toaterm notexceeding twelve months or both;

30 {d)section 51 (1} (g)toafine not exceeding N50,000 or imprisonment
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1 " toaterm notexceeding one month or both;
2 () section 51 (1) (i) to a fine not exceeding N20,000 or
3 imprisonmentto a term not exceeding one month or both.
4 (2) A person who commits an offence contrary to Section 51 (2) (a)
5 & (b)is liable on conviction to a-
6 (a) fine notexceeding N30,000;
7 {b) imprisonment for a term not exceeding 3 months; or
8 (c)both.
9 (3) An employee of the Fire Administration or fire authority who
10 commits an offence confrary to section 51 (3) is liable on conviction, in the
it caseof-
12 | {a)section 50 (1) (a), to a fine equivalent to one months salary;
13 (b) section 50 (1) (b), to a fine equivalent to two months salary or
14 imprisonmentto a tern not exceeding 3 months or both; or
i5 (c) section 30 (1) {(c} to a fine not exceeding x20,000 or
16 imprisonment to a term not exceeding one month or both,
17 53.-(1) Subject to the provisions of section 34 (2) of this Bill, the  Jurisdiction
18 _Magistrate court in any area shall have jurisdiction over issues arising from
19 thisBill
20 (2) The Magistrates - Courts Act 1958 shall apply to proceedings
21 under this Bill.
22 PART VI - MiSCELLANECUS
23 54.-(1) Fdr the purpose of providing offices and premise necessary  Osfices and
premises of the
24 for the performance of its functions under this Bill, the Fire Adminisiration ~ Fire Administration
25 may, subject to the Land Use Act-
26 (a) purchase or take or lease any interest in land or other property;
27 and |
28 " conémlct offices and premises and equip and maintain same.
29 " {(2) The Fire Administration may, subject fo the Land Use Act, sell
30 or lease out any office or premises held by if, which office or premises is no
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1 longer required for the performance of its functions under this Bill
Requisition, ctc. 2 85.-(1) In the exercise of its functions under this Bill, the Firc
3 Administration may demand by requisition from any organization, any
4 available equipment, facilities or personnel which may assist in a speedy and
5 effective search and rescue operation and any other form of disaster operation
6  duringaperiod of emergency.
7 (2) The Fire Administration shall provide compensation for any loss
3 or damage arising from the use of the equipment, facility or personnel required
g under this section.
Director of fire 10 56.-(1) The Director of a fire authority shall liaise with such other
a_ut_hority te .
lialse with other 1] agencies or institutions that have jurisdiction over auy matter revealed or
agericies, efc.
12 information gained or obtained during fire fighting or fire safety inspection so
13 astoensure thatsuch information is giifen to the appropriate authority.
14 (2} It is the duty of all other enforcing agencies to liaise with the
15 Director ofa fire authority or his representative on all matters falling within the
16  scopeofthis Bill,
Charges for the 17 57.-(1) No charge shall be made for any service rendered by a fire
services of the
Fire . 18  authority in extinguishing fires.
Administration ’ _
19 (2) Charges may be made for services, other than extinguishing fires, -
20 rendered by the Fire Administration or a fire authority at rates to be prescribed.
21 (3) Any such prescribed charge may be sued for and recovered with
22 full costs of action from the person charged, as a debt to the Government of the
23 Federation.
Personnel of 24 58. The Personnel of the Fire Administration or a fire authority shall
the Fire .
Adminisiration 25 notbe employed for the purpose of the prevention, control or suppression of
‘or a fire authority
?Dt to be used 26 civil commotion, riot, or other civil disturbance save when expressly so
c_)r.sugpressmg
etvil disturbances 27  authorised by the Vice-President, Comptroller General or Director.
' Training of 28 59. The Comptroller General of the Fire Administration and the
National Youth
Corps members 29  Director General of the National Youth Service Corps (NY SC) shall liaise with
30

and co ordinate the activities of the fire authority and National Youth Service
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Corps program in any locality respectively, in order to ensure that members

ofthe National Youth Service Corps in the locality are-
(a) trained in fire prevention and control; and

(b} involved in fire safety enlightenment campaigns at the grass

* root levels.

60. The Comptroller General of the Fire Administration shall
liaise with the relevant stakeholders in the educational sector in orcier to
include fire prevention and control information in the academic cﬁr‘n’cula of
primary, secondary a. .d tertiary institutions.

61. Aperso:: who isnot an cmployee of the Fire Administration or

~ a fire authority may, with fhe‘approval of the Comptroller General or

Director and on such terms as to payment or otherwise as may be prescribed,
be admitted to all or pait of such training in fire fighting and fire prevention
as s established pursuant to this Bill for the training of personnel of the Fire

Administration or a fire authority,

62.-(1) An employee of the Fire Administration or a fire authority

shall not disclose any information gained in the course of his duties to any
other person not covered by section 56 or a court of competent jurisdicticon.

(2) No employee of the Fire Administration or a fire authority is
permitted to use any such information to his own advantage whether for
financial reward or not,

63. Nothing in this Bill shall be construed to exempt an employee

of the Fire Administration or fire authority from being procecded against by

the ordinary course of law when accused of any offence punishable under
any other Act or law.

64.-(1) A fire alarm, or any mark indicating the location of a fire
hydrant or other water supply as required or prescribed by this Bill may be
affixed or placed upon any land, or other property for the purpbses of this
Bill without the consent of the owner of such land or other property and

without compensation.

Fire education
to be included
in academic
curricula

Fire training
facilities
available to non
employees

Disclosure of
Information

Ordinary course
of law not to be
interfered with

Affding of fire
alarms, etc.
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1 (2) For the purposes of this section-
2 (a) "mark" includes any notice, tablet, plate, pillar , post or other
3 distinguishing mark;
4 (b) "land" includes buildings, Walls, or fences; and
5 (¢) "owner" includes any lessee, tenant, licensee, or occupier.
gif;ﬁgﬁgioind 6 65. For the purposes of the Land Use Act, fire fighting and fire
gfﬁgﬁfsisp“b“c 7 prevention shalibe deemed to be public purposes. -
ﬁﬁcrli:?;e?tf 8 66. Subjectto the provisions of this Bill, the Presidentmay givetothe
9  Fire Administration directives of a general nature or relating generally to -
10 matters of policy with regard to the performance by the Fire Administration of
11 its functions and it shall be the duty of the Fire Administration to comply with
7 12 thedirectives.
f&reec Eafety 13 67. The first week in the month of November every year is hereby
14  declared as “Fire Safety Week” and it shall be observed by every fire authority
15 underthe co ordination of the Fire Administration.
Regulations 16 68.-(1) The Vice President may make regulations on the advice of the
i 7  Comptroller General-
18 (a) for securing on such terms as to payment or otherwise as may be
19  specified that an adequate supply of water will be available to the fire authority
20 incase offire;
21 {b) for the provision of an additional supply of water for the Fire
59 Administration or such fire authority as may be necessary from time to time;
23 (c) for the provision at the expense of the Fire Administration or fire
24  authority, of fire hydrants or other sources of the supply of water at points to be
25  indicated by the Comptroller General or Director;
26 (d) for the provision at the expense of the Fire Administration or fire
27  authority of distinguishing marks denoting the sitvation of each fire hydrant or
28  other supply of water, which distinguishing marks may be placed, erected
29  upon, oradjoining, any street or public place;
30 | (¢) for the provision of uniformity in fire hydrants and other such
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1 sources of water supply and in the distinguishing marks denoting the
2 locatioq of such fire hydrants or other sources of water supply;
3 (f) for the provision of a prior notice from the Water Board to the
4 Fire Administration or fire authority of any proposed installation of new
5 main pipes, or of the carrying out of major alterations to any existing main
6 pipes, together with details, plans and other information of other proposed
7 works; and
8 (&) inorderto give effect to the provisions of this Bill.
9 (2) The Vic * President may, on the advice of the Comptroller
10 General make provisi .1 for fire fi ghiing, fire prevention and the alleviation
11 of distress, and in particular may secure-
12 (a) the service of such fire equipment as may be necessary and
13 practicable to meet efficiently all normal requirements;
i4 (b) the efficient training of members of the Fire Administration or a
15 fire authority; and
I6 (c) efficient arrangements for dealing with calls for the assistance
17 . of the Fire Administration or a fire autharity in case of a fire outbreé.k or
18 other emergency.
19 (3} The Governor of a state may, on the advice of the Director,
20 make regulations in order to give effect to an efficient execution of the
21 ' functions ofthe fire authority underthis Bii).
22 (4) The Comptroller General may make regulations for a more
23 cfficient execution of the functions ofthe F ire Administration.
24 69. Inthis Bill, unless the context otherwise requires- Interpretation
25 "board" means the board established for a fire authority under section 22 of
26 this Bill;
27 “chairman” means the chairman of the Fire Board;
28 "commission” means the government regulatory agency in charge of
29 téIecommunications;
30 "comptroller general” means the person appointed as the Inspector in Chief
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and the Chief Executive of the Fire Administration;

"director” means the Chief Executive of a fire authority;

"fire administration” means the National Fire Administration estabhshed
under section 2 of this Bilk;

"fire authority" means the local fire authority established under section 20 of
this Bill;

“fire board” means the governing board established for the Fire Admhlistraﬁon
under section 6 of this Bill;

“fire fighting equipment” means the fire engine or appliance, portable
equipment and protective equipment necessary | for fire fighting, rescue and
other humanitarianservices;

"governor” means the Chief Executive of a State under whose state jurisdiction
afire authority is established;

"market dolphin" means a type of fire fighting appliance required for in a
rﬁarket fire post;

"municipality” means a town, city or district with its ownt local government;
"operator” means organizations engaged in providing global systems mobile or
fixed wireless communication services;

"president” means the President of the Federal Republic of Ni igeria;

nryral” means the remote or isolated areas in any municipality with a sparse
population of people and buildings and minimal socio economic development;
"rapid intervention tender” means a fire engine or appliance in the form of a
pick up vehicle witha mounted water tank, a high pressure pump and any other
equipment reguired to effectively fight afive;

wstandard of fire cover" means the standard determined by the Fire
Administration or a fire authority as appropriate for the reduction of risks to
life, property andthe environment;

"tender" means a fire fighting engine;

"vice-president” means the Vice-President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.



2019

National Fire Administration (Establishment) Bill, 2019

C 3297

9%}

SR R Y

70.. This Bill may be cited as the National Fire Administration
{Establishment) Bill, 2019.

FIRST SCHEDALE
Section 7 (3)
SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE FIRE BOARD
Proceedings of the Board
1.-(1) Subject ta this Bill and Section 27 of the Interpretation Act,

- Cap. 123, LFN, 2004, the Fire Board may make standing orders regulating

its proceedings or those of any of its committees subject to approval by the

National Assembly.

(2) The quorum of the Fire Board shall be five members and the

quorum of any committee of the Fire Board shall be determined by the Fire

Board, .

2.-(1) The Fire Board shall meet not less than four times in each
year and subject thereto, the Fire Board shall meet whenever it is
summoned by the Chairman and if the Chairman is required to do so, by

notice given to him by not less than three other members, he shall summon a

meeting of the Fire Board to be held within fourteen days from the date gn

which notice is given. -

(2) At any meeting of the Fire Béard, the Chairman shiall preside
butitheis absent, the Vice Chairman shall preside atthat meeting,

(3) If the Chairman and Vice Chairman are absent the members
present at the(';neeting shall appoint one of their members to preside at that
meeting, 77 7

(4) Where the Fire Board desires to obtail}__an advise of any person
ot a particular matter, the Fire Roard may co opt him into the F ire Board for
such period as it thinks fit, but a person who is in attendance by virtue of this
sub paragraph shall not be entitled to vote at any meeting of the Fire Board

and shall not count towards a quorum.

Citation




R
LN

C 3298 National F fre Administration (Establishment) Bill, 2019 2019
1 Commitiees
2 3.-(1) The Fire Board may appoint one or more committees to carry
3 out, on its behalfsuch of its functions as it may determine.
_ . R ) Aycompmitice appoj scagraph shall consist of such
- 5 mn;a;aer of peréons {not necessarily mé:mﬁ?s" of the Fire Board) as may be
6  determined by the Fire Board and a person other than a member of the Fire
7 Board shall hold office on the committee in accordance with the terms of his
8  appointment.
9 (3) Where the Board desires to obtain advice of any person on a
10 particular matter, the Board may co opt him for such period as it deems fitbuta
11  person who is in attendance by virtue 6f this subparagraph shall not be entitled
12 tovoteatany meeting of the Board and shall not count towards a quorem.
13 (4) A decision of a committee of the Fire Board shall be of no effect
14  untilitis confirmed by the Fire Board.
15 4.-(1) The fixing of the seal of the Fire Administration shall be
16 authenticated by the signature of the Chairman and the Executive Secretary
17  and any other person authorized specially to act for that purpose by the Fire
18 - Board.
g 19 o (2) Any contract or instrument which if made or executed by a person
20 no‘tcbeing abody corporate, would not be required to be under seal may be made
21 or e)iec%ited on behalf of the Fire Adininistration by-
2 ' q' ‘ (i) the Chairman and the Executive Secretary if the total sum involved
23 !%”‘éxceeds one million Naira; or
24 | \ {ii) by the Chairman or Executive Secretary as the case may be or any
7 25 person specially authorized to act for that purpose by the Fire Board if it is
26 less than%né million Naira.
27 f; ' (3) Any document purporting to be document duly executed under the
28 seél of the Fi;g.Admhﬂsu'aﬁon shall be received in evidence and shall unless
29  anduntil the contrary is proved be presumed to be so executed.
30 5. The validity of any proceeding of the Fire Board or of a committee
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thereof shallnot be adversely affected by-

(a) avacancy in the membership ofthe Board or committee s or

(b) a defect in the appointment of a member of the Board or
committee; or

{c) reason that a person not entitled to do so took part in the
proceedings of the Board or committee provided that sucha person does not
vote in the proceedings of the Fire Board requiring voting.

SECOND SCHEDUiE
Section 21 (1)
PART I - MODALITIES FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF FIRE STATIO};IS
AND FIRE POSTS

There is required-

(a) for every major market in a state, an adequate number of fire

posis.

(b} in every rural areain a municipality, a local government type
fire station.

(c) subject to paragraph (b) of this part, for every 2 km radius in any
municipality, one municipal type fire station.

(d) for every five municipal fire stations, one metropolitan fire
station, where there exists in the locality, abuilding of'6 floors and above.

EXPLANATORY NOTE

This Bill seeks to establish the Fire Administration which has a supervisory

role over the fire authorities and also to establish a Fire Board to administer
the Fire Administration,
This Bill further seeks to establish a fire authority in each State of the

Federation.
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