[HB. 215]

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
1
20
21

ABILL
FOR

AN ACT TO FSTABLISH THE ABUJIA GEOGRAPIHC INFORMA'! ION SYSTEMS

* 'AGENCY ANDFOR RELATED Ma’ TTERS

‘Sponsored by Hon, Gdzcir .}or;zatf;dﬁ Gbeﬁw : _
BE IT EI'ACTED by ‘the Natlonal Assembly of the Federal
‘Republic of Nigeria
 PARTI- ESTABLISHMENT MEMBERSHIP ETC
~ L.+(1) There 1sherebyestabhshed an agencytobeknown asAbu_]a

Geograpliic Informahon Systems Agency (m tlus Aot referred to as "the

N Agency") {0 exercisé the functlons and powers and pursue the objecttves

assignedtoitby thisAct. *

(2) The Agency shall be a body corporate w1th perpetual
succession and a common seal andmay N ' '.

{@)sueandbe suedinits C'orporaté néme' and |

~ {(byhold, acquire and dlspose of any property orinterest in property,
moveable orimmovable.

2.«(1) There is hereby established for the Agency, a Governing
Board which shall consist of: _

(@) a Chairman to be appointed by the President upon
rgcommendation of the Mmlster

" (b) nine persons who shall be appoiuted by the Minister as
members, each beiog members of or representing the interésts of the
following:

(i) each of the six Area Councils in Abuja;

(i) the Federal Capital DevelopmentAuthority sand

(i) the Abuja Metropolitan ManagementAuthority; ‘

(¢)the Direcior-General of the Agency, who shall also be the
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Registrar of Deeds inthe FCT.

(2) All Members other than the Director-General shall be part-time
members, |

(3) Members shail hold office for a period of four years renewable
6nce for a further period of four years only, provided however that:

o (a) any Member may resign his appointment at any time by notice in

writing under his hand addressed to the Minister.

(b) if a Member cliés or resigns or otherwise vacates his office before
the expiration of the term for which he is appointed, the Minister shall appoint a

fit and proper person for the remainder of the term of office of that Member, and

. thesuccessor shall represent the same interest as that Member,

' (é) a Member may be removed from office by the Minister if he is
satisfied that it is not in the interest of the Agency or the interest of the public
that the Member should continue in office. |

(4) There shall be paid to every Member, such emoluments,
allowances and benéﬁts as the Minister may, from time to time, determine.

(5) The provisions of the First Schedule to this Act shall have effect

~with respect to the proceedings of the Agency and other matters rentioned

therein.
PART II - FUNCTIONS AND POWERS
3 (1) The Agency shall have the respon31b1]1ty for management and

administration of land matters in the FCT including all issues relating to title,

registration, searches, approvals and other such responsibilities as may from -

time to time be prescribed by the Minister.

(2) In discharging its geﬁeral responsibility under subsection (1)
above, theAgeﬁcy shall undertake ofthe following duties:
| (a2} introduce, implement and sustain best practices for land
ownership and title certification in the FCT;
(b) receive, conduct due diligence on, and verify applications for

issuance of Certificates of Occupancy for land or the grant of other rights over
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land or subsequent transactions in land, within the CTand forward same to

the Minister for approval and or grant of consent in accordance with the

Land UseAct;

(c) develop and maintain a database of all Jand within the FCT

particularly with respect to title and title history, location, size, use and other
related indicators; |

(d} permit access to existing data on land for the purpose of
conducting title scarche for members of the public at a fee to be prescribed
from time to time ; and '

(e) undertake all such other activities as are required for efficient
management angd adlninigtration of land matters in the FCT

(3) The Agency shall have the power (o develop and maintain 3
geographic information system or such other appropriate system ‘and

structures in the FCT for research, land Mmanagement and development

planning,

{4)In discharging its responsibilities pursuant to subsectibn (3)or
this section, the Agency may puisue all or any of the following objectives;

(a)acquire, provide, deploy and manage software and hardware for
storing, assembling, manipulating and displaying geographically
referenced material :

(b} establish a tentra] geographic information clearinghouse to
maintain map inventories, information on current and planned geographic
and spatial information systems applications, information on grants
available for the acquisition or enhancement of geographic information
resources;

(c) plan, establish and manage a directory of geographic

' information and the resources available within the FCT;

(d) coordinate geographic information system projgcts, iﬁcluding
oversecing the development and maintenance of base maps and geographic

information systems within the F CT;
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(e) prowde consultmg services and technical -assistance, and.

educatwn and training, on the application and use of geographic information

teclmo_logieS' L
_. (ﬂ mamtam _update, and mterpret -geographic information -and.
geographlc mformatlon systems standards;

(g) provide geographic information system services, as requested, to
persons w1sh1ng to augment their geographic information systems capabilities;

(h) in cooperation with otber relevant agencies of government,
evaluate, participate in pilot studies, and make recommendations on
geographic information systems hardware and software;

(i) assist with review of agency information resource plans and

participate in special studies as are requested or delegated by the Minister;

(j) provide staff support and technical assistance to the Minister on .

geographic information systems and policies ;

(k) provide cost effective and. efficient means of assembling and
distributing relevant information among interested persons;

() coordinate and provide overview of geographic information
systems activitics within the FCT;

{m) review and submit to the Minister for approval, all proposed
geographic information systems projects within the FCT;

() pursue funding strategies to continually develop and maintain up-
to-date geographic information systems solutions for the FCT;

(0) advise the Minister in respect of trends, developments and
solutions in geographic information systems ;

(p) provide technical support to assist other agencies of the FCT or
other persons within the FCT who wish to incorporate geographic information
systems capabilities in their activities and systems ; and

(q) undertake all other steps and initiatives as are required for the
proper administration of this Act.

4.-(1) The Agency shall have the powerto:
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{a) do all things which by this Act or any other enactment or

administrative directive are required or permitted to be done by the Agency ;

(b monitor any matter thai may affect the functions of the Agency;
and .

{¢) do such other things as are necessary or expedient for the fifl]
discharge ofits functions under this Act,

(2) Subject to any limitation imposed by faw, the Agency may

delegate any of its powers to aixy Member or official of the Agency and

authorize any such Member or official to perform any ofits functions,

5. Subject to the approval of the Minister, the Agency may from
time to time, borrow by way of overdraft or otherwise, such sums as it may
require for the effective discharge ofits funetions under this Act.

6.-(1) The Agency may accept any gift, grant or donation of land,
money or other property from any person upon such terms and conditions
(acceptable {o the Agency), ifany, as may be specified by the person making
the gift or donation.

(2) The Agency shall not accept any gift or donation if the
conditions attached thereto by the person making the gift or donation are
inconsistent with the functions ofthe Agency.

7.~(1) For the purpose of carrying out the functions conferred opn
the Agency under this Act, the Director-General, or any employes of the
Agency duly authorized in that Behalf— '

(a) shail have a right of access to all relevant geographic
information records of any person within the FCT; and

(b) may by notice in writing, served on any person require such
person to furnish or cause to be furnished geographic information or other
sfmilar information held by or available to such persons, on such matters ag

may be specified in the notice,
(2) Itshall be the d uty ofany person required to furnish information

pursuant to subsection (1) of this section to comply with the notice within

Power to borrow

Power 10 acept
gifls

Power to obtain
information
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the period specified in the notice or where no period is specified, within a
reasonable period.

. PART 111 - DEPARTMENTS OF THE AGENCY

8-(1) Subject to subsection (2) of this section, the Secretariat shall
comprise the following departments:

(a) Gedgraphic Information Systems;

(b) Land Administration;

(c)Planning and Reseatch; and

(d) Administration and Accounts.

(2) For the effective conduct of the functions of the Agency, the
Minister may issue regulations prescribing additional departments for the
Agency oraltering the departments listed in subsection (1) of this section inany
manner whaisoever. ' |

(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (2) of this section,
the Agency shall have power to set up any technical committees to assist in the
performance of its dutics and functions under this Act.

9,-(1) The Minister shall appoint a Director-General as the Chief
Executive Officer of the Agency.

(2) The Director-General shall hold office for the term specified in
subsection (3) of section 2 of this Act provided that the said term may be
renewed for another term or moreas the Minister deems it fit.

(3) The Director-General shall be person with professional
qualifications and at least 15 years experience in geographic information
systems, or land administration matters.

(4) The Director-General shall be =~respensible. for the day-to-day
administration of the Secretariat, keeping the books and records of the Agency
and the exccution of the policy and practice of the Agency and shali be subject
to the supervision and control of the Board.

(5) The Director-General shall hold office op such terms as to

emoluments and otherwise as may be specified in his letter of appointment.
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10.-(1) The Agency may from time to time, appoint such other
employees as it may deem necessary, to enable the Agency effectively
perform its functions underthis Act.

(2) The staff of the Agency appointed under subsection (1) of this
section shall be appointed upon such terms and conditions of service as the
Agency may, after consultation with the Federa] Capital Public Service
Conunission, determine,

(3) The power of the Agency under this section sh..!} include the
powerto:

{a) promote and control the staffofthe Agency as may appear to the
Agency necessary or expedient; and

(b) dismiss, terminate, consider the resignation or withdrawal of
appointment and exercise disciplinary control over the staff of the Agengy,
otherthan the Director-General,

(4) The Board may specifically delegate to the Director-General,
the powerto appoint such calegories of staff ofthe
Agency as the Board may from time to time specify.

(5) The staff of the A'gency shall be Public Officers of the FCT, as

definedin the Public Service Comimission Act.

(6) The Agency may engage such consuitants and advisers as it
inayrequire for the effectjve discharge of its functions.

11.-(1) The A gency may, subject to the provisions of this Actand in
consultation with FCF Public Service Commission, make staff regulations
relating generally to the conditions of service of its employees and without
prejudice to the generality of the foregoing, such regulations may provide
for:

(a) the appoiniment, prom%tion and disciplinary control (including

dismissal) of the employees of'the Agency; and

(b) appeals by employeeg against dismissal on other disciplinary -

‘measures.

Staff of the
Agency

Staff Regulations
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1 (2) Pending the release of the regulations described in subsection (1)
5 ofthis section, the employment of the staff of the Agency shall be governed by
3 the terms and conditions generally applicable to officers in the public service of
4  theFCT.
5 (3) Staff regulations issued by the Agency under subsection (1) of this
6  section shall not have effect until approved by the Minister and published in the
7 Gazette,
8 PART IV - FINANCIAL PROVISIONS
Fund of the 9 12.-(1) The Agency shall establish and maintain a fund (“the Fund")
e 10 whichshall consist of:
11 (a) the initial take-off grant from the FCT Administration;
12 (b) such sums as may be provided by the FCT Administration by way
13 ofarumal subventionor otherwise;
14 (¢) fees and other charges received by the Agency pursuant to this Act;
15 (dy subject to section 11 of this Act, all other sums accruing to the
16 Agency by way of grants, gifts, testamentary dispositions, endowments,
17  bequests and donations made to the Agency;
18 (e) income from any investment or other property acquired by or
19 vg:sted inthe Agency; and |
20 (f) such other sum as may accrue from time to time to the Agency.
21 (2) The Fund shall be managed in accordance with rules preseribed by
77 the Minister, provided the rules shall contain provisions-
23 (a) specifying th:é manner in which the assets of the Fund are to be
24 held; '
25 (b) regulating payments into the Fund and the matters to which the
26  assets ofthe Fund may be applied; and
27 (c) requiring the keeping of proper accounts and records for the
28  purposcofthe Fundin such form as may be prescribed. |
j};}.};‘;‘:}}lf it,i::; ngfts 29 13.-(1) The Agency shall, not Jater than 30 September in each year,
30 submit to the Minister an estimate of its expenditure and income (including
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estimates of expected payments into the Fund) during the next suceeeding

year.

(2) The Agency shall keep proper accounts in a form which
conforms to accepted accounting standards, and proper records in relation
thereto and the accounts shall be audited as providedin subsecﬁon (3)ofthis
section.

(3) The accounts of the Agency shall be audited at the end of each
calendar year by auditors appointed by the FCT Administration from the [ist
and in accordance with the Financial Guidelines and the fees of the auditors
and the expenses for the audit generally shall be paid from the Fund,

14. The Agency shall, not later than 30 June in each yeat, submit to
the Minister, a report on the activities of the Agency and its adminisiration
during the immediately preceding year and shall include in the report the
audited accounts of the Agency and the auditbrs' reportthereon.

© PART V - REGULATIONS AND SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS

15, The Minister may make regulatiqné for the effective operation
ofthis Act and the due administration thereof.- o

16. Any personwho:

(a) wilfully ebstructs the Agency or any authorised officer of the
Agency in the exercise of any of the powers conferred on the Agency by this

Act;lor

Il

- by an authorised officer in accordance with the provisions of this Act, shall

be guilty of an offence and shall be liable upbn conviction to a fine of Two
Hundred and Fifty Thousand Naira, or imprisonment for a ‘térm not
exceeding six months or to both such fine and imprisonment.

17.-( 1} No suit shall be commenced against the Agency befors the

expiration of a period of one month after written notice of intention fo

* commence the suit shall have been served upon the Agency by the intending

plaintiffor his agent and the notice shall ciearly and explicitly state:

(b) fails to comply with any lawful enquiry or requirements made

Annual reports

Regulations

Obstruction of
the Agency or
its quthorized
officers

Preaction notice
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i (a) the cause ofaction;
2 {b) the particulars-of claim; and
3 (c) the relief'which he claims.
4 (2) The notice referred to-in subséction (1) of this section and any
5 summon.s, notice or other documents required or autherized to be served u;.)on
6  theAgency in connection with any suit by oragainst the Agency shall be served
7 bydelivery of same fo the Director-General. -
ity for 8 | 18. Every Membet, agent or staff of the Agency shall be indemnified
e ;‘eii;u 9  out of the éssgts of the Agency against any lability incurred by him in
10 det culing any proceedings, whether civil or criminal, in which judgment is
11 given inhis favour or in which he is acquitted if any such proceeding is brought
17 againsthim inhis capacity as such Member, agent or staff as aforesaid.
I olation 13 .19, Inthis Act, unless the context otherwise requires:
14 "Agency” means the Abuja Geographic Information Systems Agency;
15 "Board"meansthe Govérning Board of the Agency;
16  "Dire-tor-Ceneral” means the Director-General of the Agency;
17  "FCTmeansthe Federal Capital Territory, Abuja;
18 "FCTAdministration" means the Federal Capital TerritoryAdministratiom
19 “Financial Guidelines" means the guidelines issued from time to time for the
20 accounting and financial repo;‘fmg functions of the FCT by the Auditor General
21  oftheFederation or the Department of Auditin the FCT;
22 "the Fund" means the fund established fgr the Agengy pursuantto section 12;
23 "Member" means member of the Goverﬁing Board ofthe Agency;
24 "Miniéter” means the Minister for the time being ¢: srged with responsibility
25 forthe FCT; |
26 " -on" includes any individual, partnership, firm, company, corporation
27 {swattory or otherwise), joint venture, trust, association, organi_sation or other
98 v vy, ineach case whether or nothaving separate legal personality;
29 "Prescribe” means preséribe by regulations.
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20. This Bill may be cited as the Abuja G_éographic Information
Systems Agency Bill, 2019. T

SCHEDULE

Section 2 {3)

SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE AGENCY |

Proceedings of the Agency ‘
1. Subject to this Act and section 27 of the Interpretation Act
(which provides for decisions of a statutory body to be taken by a majority of
its members and for the Chairman to have a second or casting vote), the
Board may make standing orders regulating the proceedings of the Agency
and any committee thereof,

2. If at any time, the office of the Chairman is vacant or the
Chairman is in the opinion of the Board perm anently or temporarily unable

to perform the function of his office, the Board may appoint one of its

members to perform such functions for the period of the vacancy in the -

office of the Chairman and references in this schedule to the Chairman shall
be construed accordingly. o

3. Every meeling of the Board shall be presided over by the
Chairman and if the Chairman is unable to attend a particular nﬁeeﬁng, the
Members present at the meeting shall elect one of their Members to preside
atthe meeting,

4. The quorum at a meeting of the Board shall consist of a
Chairman (or in the appropriate case, the person presiding at the meeting
pursuant to paragraph 2 of this Schedule) and three other members.

5. Where upon any specific issue or occasion, the Board desires to
P Y sp

- obtain the advice of any person on any particular matter, the Board may co-

opt that person to be a member for as many meetings as may be necessars
and that person while so co~opted shall have all the rights and privileges of

member, except that he shall not be entitled to vote or count towards a

~quorum,

Cilation
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Committees
6.--(1)Subject to its standing orders, the Board may appoint such
number of standing ad hoc committees as it thinks £it to consider and report on
any matter with which the Agency is concerned.
(2) Every committee appointed under the provisions of sub paragraph
(1) ofthis paragraph, shall be presided over by a Member of the Board and shall
be made up of a number of persons, not necessarily mémbers of the Board, as
the Board may determine in each case.
7. The decision of the Committee shall have no effect until it is
confirmed by the Board.
Miscellaneous
8. The fixing of the seal of the Agency shall be authenticated by the
signature of the Chairman and of the Executive Secretary of the Board or such

other member authorised generally or specifically by the Board to act for that .

purpose.

9. Any contract or instrument, which if made by a person not being a
body corporate, would not be required to be made under seal, may be made or

executed on behalf of the Agency by the executive secretary or by any other

person generally or specifically authorised by the Board to act for that purpose.

10. Any document purporting to be a contract, instrument or other
document signed or sealed on behalf of the Agency shall be received in
evidence and, uniess the contrary is proved, be presumed, without further proof
to have been so signed or sealed.

11. The validity of any proceedings of the Board or a committee
thereof, shall not be adversely affected by:

(a) any vacancy in the membership of the Boérd; or

(b) any defect in the appointment of a Member of the Board or
commitiee; or

(¢) reason that a person not entitled to do so, took part in the

proceedings.
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12. Any Member of the Board or a committee thereof, who has a

* personal interest in any confract or arrangement entered into or proposed to

be considered by the Board or committee, shall forthwith disclose his
interest to the Board or committee and shall not vote on any questionrelating
tothe contract or arrangement,

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
This Bill seeks to Establish the Abuja Geographic Information Systems
Agency and for Related Matters







