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A BILL
FOR

AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF FEDERAL CAPITAL
TERRITORY WIDER AREA PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
ANDFOR RELATED MATTERS

Sponsored by Hon. Gaza Jonathan Gbefwi

[ 1
BE IT ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal

Republic of Nigeria as follows:

PART 1 - ESTABLISHMENT AND COMPOSITION QOF THE
GOVERNING BOARD
1.~(1) There is hereby Established a Commission to be known as
Federal Capital Territory Wider Area Planning and Development
Comumisgion" (in the Bill referred to as "the Commission™).
{2) The Commission shall be a body corporate with perpetual
succession and a common seal, and can sue and be sued.

2. The Commission shall have its head office in Karu, with Area

- Offices in each border State,

3.-(1) There is established for the management of the Commission
a Governing Board (in this Bill referred to as "the Board") which shall
consistof:

{a)achairman;

(b) arepresentative each of the following:

(1) Arepresentative of Nasarawa, Kaduna, Niger and Kogi State;

(ii) Representative of the Minister Federal Capital Territory;

(iif) Representative of the Nigerian Institute of Town Planners,
Nigeriarl Institute of Hstate Surveyors and Valuers and Nigerian Bar

Association; .
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1 (ivythe Federﬂl gtgtry of Works, Housing and Urban Development;
2 (v)the FederalMlnilstry of Finance; and
3 (vi) an Executive Segretary.
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(3) the Chairman or member may resign E?"ff&fi‘éé.':addréssed

" fihrough the Secrétary 1o the' govémmeiit of the Fedétation to the President

and such notice of resngnatloh ‘$hall become cifective from the date ofc:n.
acceptance ofthe resi gnétibn by the President. o

5.-(1)'Thé’Cha'i‘1"i:f1ari and other members of the Board other than the ~ Tenure of office
Secretaty may each fi61d office for a term of four years in the first instance
andmay be reappointed for a further period offoufyéars andnomore.

(2) The Supplementary provisions set out in the Schedule to this  Schedule
Bill, shall have effect with respect to proceedings of the Boards and other

 matters mentioned therein.
' 6. There shall be established in the Head office of the Commission,  Suwucture of the
Commission

the following Directorates:

(a) Directorate of Administration;

(b) Directorate of Community Services: Health, Education and . o
Agriculture;

{¢) Directorate of Utilities and infrastructural Development;

{d) Directorate of Environmental Protectior;

(e) Directorate of Traffic;

(f) Finance and Supply;

(g) Land and Pri')'p‘ert'yfinvestm ents;

(h)Planning Research & S.fatis'tiési;‘ .

(i) Legal Services;
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() Monitoring and Evaluation,

7. There shall be for the Commission a Management Commitiee . -

which shall:

(a) Consist of a Chairman who shall be the Managing Director, two
Executive Directors, the Directors responsible for the Directorates established
under section 6 of this Act and such number of other members as may be

determined from time to time by the Board;

(b) Be'responsible to the Board for the general administration of the |

Commissiot.

8.-(1) There is hereby established for the Commission, an FCT Wider
Area Planning and Development Advisory Committee (in this Act referred to
as "the Advisory Committee") which shall consist of:

(a) The Governors of the member States of the Commission; and

(b) Two-other persons as may be determined, fr(‘gm fime totime, by the
President, Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces.

(2) The Advisory Committee shall be charged with the responsibility
of advising the Board and monitoring the activities of the Commission, with a
view to achieving the objective of the Commission.

(3) The Advisory Committee may make rules regulating its own
proceedings

PART 1I - STAFF OF THE COMMISSION

9. ~{1) There shall be for the Commission an Executive secretary who
shall:

(a) be a Fellow of any of the relevant Professional body appointed by
the Board; { 7 _

(b) be the Chiel Executive and Accounting Officer of the
Commission; '

(c} be responsible for the execution of the policy and the day to day

administration of the affairs of the Commission;
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(d) keep the books and records and conduct the correspondence of.
the Commission; .

{e) perform such other duties as the Board may from time to time,
direct. . '

(2) The Executive Secretary shall hold office; -

(a) for a term of 4 years in the first instance and may be reappointed
for further term of4 years and nomore; _

(b) on such terms and conditions as may be specified in his letter of
Appointment.

10.-(1) Ti . Commission shall have power to appoint either

-

_ directly or on secondment from any public service of the Federation, the

State or Local Government, Area Council, or Federal Capital Development
Authority such member of staff and other employees as méy' from time to
time, assist the Commission in the discharge of any functions under this Bill.

(2} Nothing in subsection (1) of this section shall preclude the

Commission from appointing such persons from outside the public service

- of the Federation or of the State of Area Councillor Local Government

Council whenever it deems it necessary for proper and efficient

performance of its functions under this Bill,

(3) The Board may appoint such other staff as it_considers,

necessary for carrying out its functions under this Bill and may determine

the wages, salaries, and conditions of service, of such staff with thé approval

* ofthe Federal Civil Service Commission,

11.-(1) Service in the Commission shall be ‘approved for the
purposeé of thc; Pensjons Act and accordingly employees of the Commission
shall be entitled to pensions and other retirement benefits. _ '

(2yNothing in this Bill shall prevent appointment of a person to any
office on terms whiéh ﬁmy preclude the grant of a pension, of other

retirement benefits.

Power of the
Commission

Pension

o)
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7 13.-(1) Subject to this.Act: and :in addition. to;any: other functions
4 8.1 conferrediondtby:other previsionsofthe Act; the Commission shall:
9 (a) Prepare a comprehensive development.programme for the
10 elimination of slums inFCT Wider Areas;. ‘
" 11 - (b) Execute community development policies and projects;
12 -. -,(c) Conduct and sponsor research, investigation and studies including
.13 an inventory and analysis of .the resources and needs of Wider Area
14 . .communities;,
i5 (d) Restore and preserve properties of special value for historic,
16  architectural or tourist reasons;
17 {e) Plan and develop strategies towards a more rational utilization of
18 landand other natural resources as well as the better arrangement of residantial:
19 commercial, industrial, recreational and othier needed activity centers within
20  these Wider Area communities,;
21 (f) Prepare and submit proposal on resettlement of persons with or
22 from the Federal Capital Territory;
23 (g) Advise the stakeholders on borderline communities' development
24  especially the protection of resettled communities in order to preserve the
.25 . culture and the socio-economic issues that exist in such communities, while
26  improving their living conditions; _
27 (h) Ensure the elimination of conditions that are detrimental to health,
28 safety and public welfare, through code enforcement, interim rehabilitation
29  assistance and related activities;
30 (i) Identify and determine annually, such 'deliberate or conscious
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from the list and in accordance with the guidelines supplied by the Auditor
General for the Federation.
17.-(1) The Commission shall not later than 8 months after the end of

each year submit to the President and the Public Account Committee of the

- National Assembly a report on the activities and administration of the

Commission during the immediately preceding year and shall include in such

. reportthe audited accounts of the Commission and the auditor's report theregn,

' (2) Without prejudice to subsection (1) of this Section, the
Commission may submit such other reports to the President on matters of
expediency or urgency relating to its functions under this Act as the
Commission may fromtime to time determiné,

(3) The Commission shall not later than 60 months after the end of
each year publish the annual reports prepared under subsection (1) of this
Sectionin at least 3 national newspapers circulating -in Nigeria.

18.-(1) The Commission may accept gifts of land, money or other
prdperty or things upon such terms and conditions if any, as may be specified.
by the person or oréanization making the gift. {2) The Commission shall not
accept any gift if the conditions attached by the persén or organization making
the gift are inconsistent with the aims and objectives of the Commission under
this Act, | |

'19. The Commission miay, with approval ;)f the President, borrow
money by way of overdraft or loan for the purpose of carrying out its functions
under this Act. ‘

PART V- MISCELLANEQUS

20. In the event of any conflict or inconsistency between the
provisions of this Act and the provision of any other for the time being in force,
the provisions of this Act sﬁall, to the extent of such conflict or inconsistency,
prevail. .

© 21, InthisAct:

"Commission” means the FCT Wider Area Planning and Development
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Commission established under Section (1) ofthis Act;

"FCT" means Federal Capital Territory;

"States” means states sharing border with FCT;

"Chairman” means Chairman of the Goveming Board of the FCT Wider
Area Planning and Development Commission;

“President"'means the President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria;

wWider Area” is as provided inthe second schedule to this Rifl.

2. This Bill may be cited as the FCT Widcr Area Planning and  Citation

Development Commission Bill, 2019.
SCHEDULES
SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS RELATING To THE PROCEEDINGS OF
- THE BOARD FIRST SCHEDULE
- Section 4(2)
1.-(1) Subject to this Bill and section 27 of the Interpretation Act,

the Board may make standing Orders regulating its proceedings or those of

its committees.

(2) The Quorum of the Board shall be the Chairman or the person
presiding at the meeting, Secretary and one third of other members of the
Board. The Quorum of any committee shall beas determined by the Board.

2.(1) The board shall meet whenever. it is summoned by the

" Chairman, and if the Chairman is required to do so by notice given to him by

not less than 4 other members, he §.hall summen a meeting of the Board to be
held within 14 days from the date on which the notice is given.

(2)Atany mee';ing ofthe Board the Chairman shall preside but ifhe
is absent the members present at the meeting shall appoint one of them to
preside.

Commitlees

3.-(1) The Board may appoint one or moye commiiteesto carry out,

on behalfof the Commission such functions as it fnay determine.

(2) A Committee appointed under this paragraph shall consist of
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such number of persons as may be determined by the Board and a person shall
hold office on the Committes in accordance with the terms of his appointment.

(3) A decision of a Committee of the Board shall be of no effect unt] it
is confirmed by the Board. .

Miscellaneous

4.-(1) The fixing of the seal of the Commission shall be authenticated

by the signature of the Chairman or any other members of the Board generally
Jor s_p‘eciﬁ_ga]l‘y auth:orized by the Board to act for that purpose and the Secretary.

DA abcun1snt purpoftin'g to be a document duIy executed under the
seal of the Commission shall be received in evidence and shall unless and uatil
contrary is proved he presﬁmed to be executed.

5. The validity of any proceeding of the Board or a Committee shall
not be adversely affected by:

(a)avacaney inthe membership of the Board or Committee: or

(b) reason that a person not entitled to do so took part in the
proceeding of the Board or the committee,

6. The B.oard may enler into partnership agreement with any
government of the States sharing boundaries with the FCT for the purpose of
infrastructural development.

| SECOND SCHEDULE
BORDER COMMUNITIES ‘
Border Communities shall include communities in the following Locat
GovernmentAreas and any others thgt in future might border the FC'T:

1. Karu Local Government Area;

2. Suleja Local Government Area;

3. Guraralocal Government Area;

4. Lapai Local Government Area;

5. Tata Local Governinent Area;

6. Keffi Local Government Area;

7. Nasarawa Local Government Area;
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8. KogiLocal Government Area;

[y

9. Kagarko Local Government Area;
'10. Akwanga Local Government Area;
11, Koton Karfe Local Government Area and;
12. Jaba Local Government Area,
THIRD SCHEDULE
BORDER STATES

. Border States consist of the following states that share border with the FCT:

R . T T O VL )

1. Niger State;

e
fam]

2. Nasarawa State;

s
Yo

2, Kaduna State;

—
[3®)

4. Kogi State.
EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
This Bill seeks to provide for the establishment of Federal Capital Territory
Wider Area Planning and Development Comumission. Also to plan and
develop strategies towards a more rational utilization of land and other
natural resources as well as the better- arrangement of residential,
commercial, industrial, recreational and other needed activity centers within

these Wider Area communities,
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