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A BILL
FOR

AN AET To ESTABLISH THE NATIONAL BLOOD SERVICE COMMISSION TO
COORDINATE, REGULATE AND ENSURE THE PROVISION OF QuaLiTy
BLOOD AND BLOOD PRODUCTS AND FOR RELATED MATTERS
Sponsored by fon. Abass Tajudecn
[ I

ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria as follows:

PART | - ESTABI.,ISI-IMENT Oy THE NATIONAL BLOOD SERVICE
COMMISSION

1.-(1) Theré is established a body to be known as the Natiénal
Blood Service Commission (in this Act referred to as “the Comm.ission”).

7 (2) The Commission. shall be a body corporate with perpetual
succession and a commion seal, may sue and be_sued in its corporate name
and acquire, hold and dispose of any property for the purpose of carrying out
its functions underthis Act. .

(3) The Commission shall have its National Headquarters located
at the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja with Zonal offices in each of the geo-
political zones. ‘ |

2. The Commission shall- _

(a) co-ordinate and contro] blood transfusion services on a country
wide basis within the national health plan;

(b} ensure the deiivery of blood, blood components and blood
derivatives which are safe for transfusion and ather medical therapies;

{c} be the sale repulatory authority fof all biood related services
nationwide; and

{d) racc:'edit blood transfusion service facilities throughout the

country.
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3.-(1) There is estabiished for the Commission a Governing Board (in
this Act referred to as “the Board”) which shall provide the general policy
guidelines for the Commission.

(2) The Board shall consist of-

(a)a Chairman who shali be a qualified Health Professional of proven
integrity with a minimum of 20 years' post qualification cxpefience:

(b} the Director of Haospital services of the. Federal Ministry
responsible for Health;

. (c) arepresentative of the Nigerian Society of Hematology and Blood
Transfusion;

(d) a representative of the Association of Medical Laboratory
Scientists of Nigeria:

(e)arepresentative of (the Armed Forces of Nigeria;

(f) a representative of the National Agency for Food, Drug
Administration and Control (NAFDAC);

(g) arepresentative of the Nigerian Red Cross Society:

(h) a representative of non-governmental organizations invelved in
blood safety; and

(i} the Director-General of the Commission who shall serve as the
Secretéry to the Board. 7

(3) The Chairman and members of the Board, othér than those whose
membership is by virtue of their offices, shall be appointed by the President on
the recommendation of the Minister.

(4) The Chairman and other members of the Board shali be persons
who by reason of their professional or-business attainments_ are in the opinion
of the Minister capable .of making useful contributions to- the work: of the
Commission. .

(5) The members of the Board, other than the Director-General shail
serve on part-time basis,

(6) The supplementary provisions set out in the First Schedule to this,
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Act, shall apply with regard to the prbceedings of the Board and other
matters mentioned therein. .
. [Schedule]

4.-(1) The Board Shall-

{(a) formulate and provide policy guidelines for the discharge of the
functions of the Commission;

{b) monitor and ensure the implementation of the policies and
programmes ofthe Comm-ission;

(c) be responsible for the appointment, promotion and discipline of
senior staff of the Commissicon;

(d) carry out such othef functions as are necessary and expedient fo
ensure the efficient performance of its-ﬁinctions under thisAct.

(2) The Board shall have powerto-

(a} approve rules and regulations relating to the' appointment,
promotion .and discipline of staff of the Commission;

(b} set up committees and bodies of experts to carry out specific
functions or tasks on its behall’ and

{t) regulate its proceedings and make standing orders with respect
to the holding of its meetings, notice to be given, the keeping of minutes of
its proceedings and such other matters as the Board may from time to time
determhine.

5.-(1) The Chairman aﬁd other members of the Board other than
statutory members shall hold office for a term of four years renewable for
another term of four vears and no more,

(2) Subject to any other provisions of this Act, a member of the
Roard shall hold office on such terms and conditions as may be specified in
his letter of appointment, .

(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 5 (1) and Section

8(2) of this Act, a member of the Board shali cease to hold office as a

member ofthe Board if-

Functions of ithe
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(a) he resigns his appointment as a member; |

(b) his term of office e.xpires;

(c)he dies;

{d) he becomes of unsound mind;

{e)he bécomes bankrupt ormakesa somprmﬁise with his ereditors:

(D he is convicted of a felony or any offence involving fraud or

dishonesty;

(g)he is guilty of serious misconduct in relation to his duties;

(h) he becomes incapable of carying out the functions of his office
cither eising from an infirmity of mind and body;

(i) inthe case ofa Qéuzlury nreniber, he ceases 1w hold tie office on the
basis of which he became a member of the Board; er

(j) the president is satisfied that it is not in the interest of the
Comimission or public for the person to continue in office and notifies the
member in writing to thateffect. _

(4) Any member of the Board oliler than a statutory member mlay
r{:sign his office by giving one month notice in writing or such other period as
may be specified in his letter of appointment to the Minister and the sesignation
shall have effect from the date ofits acceptance.

{5) Where a vacancy occurs it the Board's composition at any time,

the Chairman of the Board shall formally notify the President through the

© Minister.

6. Members ofthe Board under this Act shall be paid such allowances
as the Government may approve.

7.-(1) The Cofmmission shall- X

{(a) establish, coordinate, regulate and contral blood transfusion

services on a country-wide basis within the national health plan;

(b) ensure proper complianice with the National Blood Transtusion

- Guidelines and Standards; i

(¢} emiploy su itabie pefsons to work with the National Blood Service

=
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1 Commission as staffor consultants;‘
2 (d) appoint, promote and diécipline staff ofthe Commission;
3 (&) mainta'ir-l asystem of QUality assurance atalf levels of service;
4 (f) maintain a strategic information system;
5 - (g)encourage reséarch inall aspects of blood transfusion;

6 (h) issue national guidelines from time to time, for the practice of
7 blood transfusioﬂ in Nigeria;_ |
8 - (D) promote the fationa_l use of blood, blood products and

9 alternatives to blood wherg appropriate; _
10 () lnainfain a cost-gffeetive and sustainable service through
11 . appropriate budgeting and proper use of funds; ‘
12 (k) collaborate with intemaﬁonal organisations and other ¢
13 Stékeholder_s in the field ofblood safety;
14 (1) collaborate and pagtner.with relevant Ministries, Departments,
15 Agencieé and I_nter—.gd\_ferﬁn'léntﬂl agenc'i_es in carrying out the activities of
16 the Cor_nmission;‘ |
17 {m) -consider such matters as the Minister responsible for health
18 may, from time to time refer to itand making récommendations thereon;
19 . {n) do such other things neéessary or expedient o the performance
20 of its functions under this bet, _ |
21 ‘ PART IT - MANAGEMENT AND STAFF OF THE COMMISSION
22 8.-(1) There shall be appointed by the president, on the Appointmentor

. - : : the Director-

23 recomm‘endation of the Minister, a Director-General for the National Blopd General
34 Service Commission who shall be-

25 (a) the chief executive officer and :the accounting ofﬁcer. of the
26 _ Commisjsion; | | .
27 (b} responsibie for the execution of the policies uf[hé Commission
28 - anditsdaytoday administration; - _ )
29 B o - (t)a qualiﬁe.d ﬁe_zti-lthp.rofessiona_i with not iéss than 15 years. post
30l 4 qualiﬁcation‘experie,f_it;e in blood transfu,'s:ion and administration. | _

v
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(2) The Diréctor General shall hold office for a term of 4 years and-

may be reappointed for another term of 4 years and notrore,

(3) The office ofthe D}rector-Genera] shall become vacant lf—

(a) he resigns his office; or . _

- (b) the President is satisfied that it is not Ain the interest of the
Commission or the pubhc for him to continue in office as a Dlrector General.

- 9.-(1) There shall be for the Comm:ssmn a Secretary and Lega[
Adwser who shail-

{a)be ﬂppomted by the Commission:

(b)be resl;onsible totheDirector-General and the Board:

{c) be responsible for; |

(i) taking the minutes of meetings of the Board,

(it} keeping the corporate records of the Commission and conducting
lhe com:spondence of the Board; _ -‘

(iin)i 1ssumg noticgs for megtings of the Board;

(iv} keeping in safe custody, the common seal, documeﬁts and
agreements of the Commissién; | ‘

(d)be in-charge of the Legal Department of the Commission: and

(e) perform such other duties as may be a‘ssi gned to him from iime to
time by the Board or the Director-General,

(2) The Secfetary shall possess adequate professional qualifications,
skills and cognate experience as a legal practitioner.

10.-(1) The Commission may employ such other staff as employees
of the Commission as it may consider necessary to assist the- Director-General
in the exercise of its functions under this Act. -

2) Notwnhsiandmu the provisions of Subsection | of this Scetion.
employees ofthe Commission may be appomted by way of transfer of service
or secc_mdment from the Public Service ofthe Federation,

11. The tenms and conditions of service including those as to

remuneration, allowances, retirement and other benefits of officers and other

3
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empldyees of the Commission shall be as determined by the Board in
consultation with the National Salaries income and Wages Commission,
subjectto extantGoveml;ie'nt Rules.

12. -(1) Service in the Commission shall be Pensionable under the
Pension Reform Act 2014 and accdrdingly employees of the Commission
shall, in respect of tﬁeir services, be_.‘enti_tied to such pension and retirement
benefitsasare préscribed there under

.- {2) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (1) of this

section, nothing in this Act shall prevent the appointment of a person to any
office on terms which preclude the grant of pension in..respect of that office.
) PART III - STRUCTURE OF THE COMMISSION

13.-(1) The Commission shall consist of:

{a)a Blood Service Department;

(b)a Blood Service Reguiatory Department;

{c) a Quality Control and Information Management Department,

{d) an Administration & Finance Department; and

(&) such other d_epanmve.nts as may be required for the proper

. performance of the functions of the Commission.

14.-(1) There shéll be a Blood Service department to be headed by
a Director who shall-be a qualified health professional with requisite training
andnotless than 10 yeérs expeﬂence inblood safety or blood trar:s'fusion.

(2)-The Functions ef the Blood Service' Department shall be to:

(a) provide safe blood arlxd--blood components for transfusion to all
persons who may require hemotherapy in Nigeria;

() coordinéle and supervise ail bloéd transfusion services in the
country;

| (c) develop a system of biood dénor mobilization and motivation

based on low risk voluntary non-remunerated donation of blood;

(d) maintain a cost eﬂ’e_cti\fe system and uphold high ethiéal

practices;

C 2999
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(e} ensure equitable distribution of equipment and consumables;

(f) provide the medalities for human capital development and
capacity buildjng to satisfy the needs of the service:

{g) procure supplies for the service in line with set standards;

(h) establish a national haemovigilance system:

(i) develop and maintain an appropriate national algorittun for testing
all donated blood and biood products:

() develop systems for collection, transportation, provessing,
storage, distribution of blood and blood components within the service;

(3) The Blood Service department shall maintain a National
Reference Centre which shali-

(a)actas a central point for the collection and distribution of rare sera;

(b) institute and maintain a National Pane] of Rare Blood Grouns and
Anti-bodies; .

(c) produce and distribute blood grouping reagents and stable
derivatives;

(d) resolve technical issues relating to blood transfusion:

(2) develop systems for wasie management within the service:

(D comply wiih international best practices and national policies le ol
areas of blood transfusion practice; .

(g) mobilize resources from any part of the Service in response to
emergencies; and

(h) carry oui other activities necessary or expedient to the
performance ofits functions under this Act.

15.-(1) There shall be a Blood Service regulatory department headed
by a Director, trained in blood safety management, who possesses not less than
10years relevant experience in blood safety practice .

(2) The functions of the Bleod Service Regulatory department shall

-~ beto:

(a) coordinate and monitor all regulatdry activiiies relating to bloud
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transfusion services in the country;
(b) register all bloold- transfusion services and blood banks in both
public and privates sectors;
(c) accredit all service providers to ensure standards as prescribed
in the nationalguidelines;
- {(d)inspect all blood services nationwide;

() enforce high standards in blood services rationwide:

(f) collaborate with states of the federation to carty out its functions.

under this Subsection; and
' (9) do such other things necessary or expedient to the performance
of its functions under this Act.
(3) The Blood Service Regulatory Department shall collaborate
with Law enforcement agencies to carry out its functions where necessary.
16.-(1) There shall be a Quality Contro] and Information
Management Department headed by a Director who has not less than 10
years relevant experience in quality management of blood safety practice.
(2) The functions of the Quality Management Department shall be
to:
(a) coordinate, supervise, monitor and maintain a system ot blood
quality management;
(b) certify the quality of all reagents, biood products and
derivatives in collaboration with other regulatory authorities in the country;
{c) maintain a quality assurance system in all aspects of the

national blood transfusion service;

(d) develop a national external quality assessiment system for blood

transfusion; and

(e) monitor, evaluate and manage all information processes and
procedures withinthe Commission;

(f) gather, analyse and éollate all blood safety data nationwide;

(g) maintain a national blood safety data reporting system;

The Quality
Conlrol and
Information
Management
Dieparument
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(h) do such other things necessary or expedient 10 the performance of
its functions under this Act. k

17.-(1) The National Blood Service Department shall have a Centre in -
each of the six (6) Geopolitical Zones in Nigeria.

{2) The zenal centres shall serve as linkage and reference centres for
the States and other bleod translusion services within the zone.

(3) The Board of the Commission shall appoint directors for the zonal
centres.

18. The Commission shall liaise with each state government to
establish state blood transfusion centres in line with the national health policy.

19. The Commission shall liaise with each state government to
establish Local Government Area blood banks in line with the national health
policy.

20.-(1) All health establishments involved in blood transfusion

practice shall continue to carry out their activities provided that they comply

with:

(a) all the guidelines issued by the Commission;

{b) the facilities are inspected and certified by the Commission in
order to operate;

(c) all relevant data of their activities are made available on demand to
the zonal centre in the prescribed manner; and

(d) they co-ordinate their activities with those of the State Blood
Centres particularly in the area of donor recruitment.

21.-(1) The Armed Forces and Paramilitary blood transfusion centres
shall operate their bloed transfusion activities in accordance with operational
guidelines and the provisions of this Act.

{2) The functions of the Armed Forces and Paramilitary Blood
Transfuston centres shali be to:

{a) pool resources particlarly in donor recruitinent and biood

collection in conjunction with the zonal and state blood transfusion services;
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1 (b) maintain blood services centres among the Armed forces and

2 Paramilitary health facilities; and

3 {c) liaise with the Commission in order to utilize training

4 opportunities available to its staff. ‘

5 PART IV - FINANCIAL PROVISIONS

6 22.-(1) The Commission shall establish and maintain a Fund ("the  pund of the

Commission

7 Fund™), which shall consistof-

g {a) such sums as may be appropriated to the Commission by the

9 Federal Government;

114 (b) grants, gifts or donations {rom intemational organizations and
11 donoragencies;

12 {c) fees, fines and charges- for services rend_ered by the
13 Commission;

14 {d) publications imade by the Commissien;

15 (e) all other sums of money accruing to the Commission by way of
16 gift or testamentary disposition and endowments; and

17 {H Otk;er funds which may from time to time accrue to the
18 Commission.

19 (2) The Commission shall from time to timeapply the Fund-

20 () to the cost of the administration of the Commission:

21 {b) the maintenance of any property acquired ar ve'sted in the
22 Commission; _

23 (c) for reimbufsing members of the Board ot any commitice of the -
24 Board for such expenses authorized by the Board or the Commission and for
25 allowances it accordance with the rates approved by the Government;

26 (d) to the payment of salarieg; __fees, other remunerations or
27 allowances payable to members of the Board and employees of the
28 Commission; and

29 “ (@) to any other payment incidental to the foregoing provisions or
30 -in connection with or incidental to any other functions of the Commission
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i | under this Act,
ggivrgrwing 2 23‘. The Commission may, with thé consent of and in accqrd‘ance with
3 the general authority given by the Minister responsible for Finance, borrow
4 such sums of mongy as it may require in the cxercise.ofits-'functions under this
3 Act, 1 ‘
Annual Estimates 6 24. The Commission shall, not later than the 30th day of Septémber in
7 each year submit to the Minister, an estimate of its income and expenditure for
8 thenextsucceeding vear. |
Audit of Accounts 9 25. The Commission shall keep proper accounts in respect of each
7 10 year a.d proper records in relation to those accounts and shali cause -its
11 accoun:s to be audited within six months after the end of each year by qualified
12 auditors appointed {rom the list of e;uditors in accordance with the guidelines
13 supplied bythe Auditof-Genera] for the Federation.
Power to accept 14 .26.-(1) The Commission may aceept gift o~ land, money or other
. 15  property or things on such terms and conditions, ifany, as may be specified by
16  the person or arganisation making the gift, 7
17 (2) The Commission shall not accept any such gifl wherg the tenns or
18 conditions attached by the person or organisation) making the gift are
19  inconsistent with the objectives and functions of the Cbmmission, under this
20 Act. ' -
21 PART V = OFFENCES AND PENALTIES
?effnc:[.ﬁzz and 22 _2?.—(1) Any persolr;_._who, without the‘.supervision. of a registered
‘ 23  medical practitioner- 7
24 (a) collects or arranges to bleed a blood donor for the pur@nse' of
25  transfusion;or :
26 (b) ac:iministers blood cbmpongnts to a patient; '
27  cormumiis an-offence, and shall be l'iabie on conviclion (¢ Imprisonment for a
28 term 0{’_ not less than six months or to a fine of not leés than five hundred
26  thousand Naira orto both,
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(2} Any person whe, without the supervision of a registered
medical practitioner-

(a) obtains blood from a donor and offers monetary reward or other
commensurate reward for service; or -

(b) arranges -for blood donations with the purpose of offering or
obtaining monetary reward;
commits an offence, and shall be liable on conviction to imprisonment for a
term of hbt less than six moq_ths or to a fine of not less than five hundred
thousand Naira or to both.

: (3) Any person who operates a blood bank commits an oftence, iff

he-

(a) .processes blood for the purpose of obtaining blood products
without the approval of the commission or:

(b) prepares blood.for transfusion without approval of the

Commission; or

) (c) falls to comply with the guidelines and standards issued by the
Commission from time to time;

(d)aids another p'erson to commit any of the offences mentioned in
this section and shall be liable on conviction to imprisonment for a term of
not less than six menths or to 2 fine of not less than five hundred thousand
Naira orto both.

{4) Any person who-

(a) transfuses blood not properly screened for hepatiti:s B&C
virus, HIV I & 11, Syphitis and other transmissible agents as specified by the
Commission from time to time;

(b) tfansfuses blood not typed for ABO and RH '(D) factor;

{c) supplies for transfusion blood not screened except in life-

* threatening situation;

(d) labels blood or blood produc-ts in a manner as to mislead others

about the status of the blood products;
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(¢) supplies expired blood for transfusion into a human being;

(f) bleeds a child withoui parental consent; ar .

(gj engages in practices that can compromise blood safety.
commits an offence-and shall be liable on conviction to imprisonment for a
term of not less than six months or to a fine of not le.s's than five hundred
thousand Naira or to both.

(5} Any persdn who knowingly interferes with or tampers-or
obstructs in whatsoever manner, the proper donation, collection, screening,
banking, processing, distribution, transfusion of blood and blood p;uduus.
inspe. :ion of records and premises where blood is processed for transfusion
commits an offence and shall be liable on conviction to imprisonment for a
term of not less than six months or to a fine of not less than five hundred
thousand Naira or to both,

(6) Any person who, for the purpose of procuring blood or blood
products from the bloqd transfusion service: .

(a) makes a statement which he. believes to be falsé in a material
particular; or .

(b) recklessly makes a statement, which s false in" a material

particular, commits an offence and shall be liable on conviction io

.imprisonment for a term of not less than six months ortoa fine ol not tess than

five hundred thousand Naira or to both,

{7) Any person who, without the appro-val of the commission, imports
or exports blood and blood products for transfusion commits an offence and is
iiak;!e on conviction to imprisonment for a term of not less than six months orto
afine ofnot lcss than five hundred thousand Naira (N500,000.00) erto both.

{) A body. cq;rporate that commits an offence under This Act shall be

liable on conviction to a fine of not less than One Million Naira

L(N1,000,000.00) and any person who at the time of the commission of the

offence was a chief executive officer, director, secretary, manager of other

similar officer of the body corporate or was purporting to act in any such
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I capacity shall be liable on convicticn to imprisonment for a term of not less

2 than 6 months .qr a fine of not less than Five Hundred Thousand Naira
3 (N’500,060.00) or to both;

4 | Provided thpf,inothing contairlllédl in this section shall render any

5 pefson liable to any -pun‘ishment it he proves that tﬁe offence was committed
6 without his knowledge or tha:t hé exerc’ised all due diligence to prevent the
7 commission of such ;;)ffence, Nothing m this Part shall preciude:

8 {a) the pmber e;cpression of appreciation toithe donor of blood by
9 way of tokens or gés‘tures otherthan ﬁnanc-ial'reward; or
10 (b) the charging of appropriate fees as determined by the
11 commission to cover the .cost of preparation of blood components for
12 transfusion or the proper performance of autologous blood transfusion.

13 PART VI - MISCELLANEOUS ?
14 28. Subject to this Act, the Minister may give to the Commission  Direciives of
: oo the Minister
15 directives of a general nature or specific directives relating generaliy to a
16 particular matter with regard to the carryi‘ﬂg out of the functions of the
17 Commission under this Act and it shall be the duty of the Commission to
18 comply with such directives. |
19 29.-(1) For the purpose .ofcarryi.ng out the functions conferred on Power 1o abtain
20 - the Commission under this Act, the Director-Generat or any other officer of o
21 the Commission authorised in that behalf:

22 (a) shall have aright of access to all the records of any institution or
23 authority to which this Act appliés; and
24 (b) may, by notice in writing served on any person in ct-large of any
25 institution or authority responsible for blood transfusion service, require
26 that person to furnish or cause to be furnished, inf(h)rmation on such matter as
27 may be specifiedin the notice.

28 DIt shalii be the duty of any person required ta fumisﬁ information
29 ) pursi;ant to subs.éétion (1) of this section to comply with the notice within a
30

reasonable period of time or within the timie stated in the notice.

i - =
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30.-(1) The Commission m ay, with the approval of the Minister, make
regulations generally for lhc purposes of carrying into cffect the provisions of
this Act; _ '

) Regu[ations when made, shall be published in the Federal Official
Gazette and in such manner as the Commission may prescribe,

31.-(1) No Civil action shali be commenced against the Commission
or its authorised officers before the expiration of a period of 30 days after
written notice of intention to commence the suit shall have been served on the
Commission by intending plaintiff or his agent, and the notice shali clearly and
explicitly state the:

(a) cause of action;

(b) particulars of the claim;

(c) name and place o abode of the intending plaintiff: and

{d)relief'sought,

{2) The notice referred to in Subsection (1) of this section and any
summons, or other documents required or authorised to be served on the
Commission under this Act or any other enactment or law, may be served by:

(a) delivering it to the Commission; or

(b) sending it by registered mail 1o the postal address of ;I:e
Commission.

32. In.any action or suit against the, commission, no execution shall
be levied or attachment process issued against the Commission unless not less
than ihree months' notice of the intention to execute or attach has been given to
the Commission.

| 33. Amember of the Board, Director-G encral_j olficer orempioyec of
tﬁe Cﬁmmission shall be indemnified out of the assets of the Commission
against any proceedings brought against him in his capacity as a member of the
Board, Director-General, officer or employee of the Commission where the act

complained of is not ultra vires his power.
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i ' 34. InthisAct, unless the context otherwise requires:

laterpretation
2 "Board" means the Governing Board of the National Blood Service
3 Commission;
4 "Chairman” means the Chairman ofthe Board;
5 "Commission" means National Blood Service Commission;
6 "Director General” means the Director General of the Commission
7 appointed pursuant to Section § of the Act;
8 "Member" means a member of the Board and includes the Chairman; and
9 "Minister" means the Minister charged with responsibility for matters
10 relating to health matters;
it "NGO" means Non-Govern mental Organisation.
12 35. This Bill may be cited as the Naticnal Biood Service g4 Title
13 Commission Bill, 2019,
4 SCHEDULE
15 Section 3(6)
i6 SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS RELATING T THE BOARD
17 ' I Proceedings of the Roard
18 I. Subject to this Act and section 27 of the Interpretation Act
19 (which provides for decisions of a statutory body to be taken by a majority of
20 its members and for the Chairman to have a second or casting vote), the
2] Board may make standing orders regulating the proceedings of the Board
22 and any Committee thereof.
23 2. The Board shall meet not less than four times in each year and,
24 subject thereto, the Board shall meet whenever it is summoned by the
25 Chairman, and if the Chalrrnan isrequired to do so by notice given to him by
26 not less than seven other members, he shall summon a meeting of the Board
27 to be held within fourteen days from the date on which the notice was given,
28 3. Every meeting of the Board shall be presided-over by the
29 Chairman or if the Chairman is unable o attend @ particular meeting, the
30 members present at the meeting shall elect one of their members to preside at
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the meeting.

4. The quorum at a meeting of the Board. shall consist of the
Chairman (or, in an appropriate case, the person presiding at the meeting .
pursuantto paragraph 3 of this Schedule) and six other members.

5. The quorum of any committee of the Board shall be as determined
by the Board.

6. Where upon any special occasion the Board desires to obtain the
advice of any person on a particular matter, the Board may co-opt him as a
member for such period as it thinks fit; provided that a person who is a member
By viriv.c of this sub-paragraph shall not be entitled to vote at any meeting of the
Board and shall not count towards the quorum.

Commniittee

7.-(1) Subject to its standing orders, the Board may appoint such
number of standing ad-hoc committees, as it thinks fit to consider and ;epoft on
any matter which the Board is concerned.

(2) Every commilttee appointed under the prt}visi(-)ns of sub-
paragraph {1) of this Paragraph, shall be presided over by a member of the
Board and shall be made up of such number of persons, not necessarily
members of the Board, as the Board may determine in each case. The decision
of a Committee shall be of no effect, until it is confirmed by the Board.

Miscellangous

8. The fixing of the seal of the Commission shall be authenticared by
the signature of the Director General and of any other member authorised
generally or specia'lly by the Board to act for that purpose.

9. Any contract or instrument which, if made by a persen not being a
body corporate, would not be required to be under seal, may be made or
executed on behalf of the Commission by the Director General or any person
authorised generally or spe-c'ially by the Roard to act for that purpose. _

10. A document purporting to be a contract, an instrument or other

document signed or sealed on behalf of the Commission shall be received in
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1 evidence and, unless the contrary is proved be presumed without further

2 proof, to have been properly signed or sealed. .

3 | 11. Members of the Board who are not public officers shall be paid

4 out of monies at the disposal of the Commission such remuneration: fee or

5 allowances in accordanc\e wifh such scales as may be approved, from time 1o

6 time, by the Minister, _

7 12, The validipy ofapy proceedings of the Board or of a committee

8 thereof, shall not be adversely affected by:

g o (1)avacancy inthe membership of the Board;

10 (2) any defect in the appointment of a member of the Board or
11 Committee; or '

12 (3) reason that-a person not entiiled to do so, took part in the

173 pfocee'dings. )

14 13. Any member of the Board or of a committee thereof, who has a

15 personal interest in any contract or arrangement entered into or proposed to

16 be considered by the Board or the committee shall forthwith disclose his

17 -Interest fo the Board or committee, and shall not vate on any question

18 relating ;o{he contraci or arrangement, .

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
This Bill seeks to establish the National Biood Service Commission 1o

coordinate, regulate and ensure the provision of quality blood and blood

products.



