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A BILL
FOR

AN ACT TO REPEAL THE LEGAL PRACTITIONERS ACT CAaP L11, LAWS OF

THE FEDERATION OF NIGERIA, 2004 AND RE-ENACT THE LEGAL '

PRACTITIONERS ACT TO PROVIDE FOR REFORMS AND REGULATE THE
LEGAL PROFESSION AND FOR RELATED MATTERS

Sponsors:

Hon. Onotiok AkpanLuke * ‘Hon. Dederi Harunalsa

Hon. Shaba Ibrahim Hon. Gbande Jorkyaan Richard

Hon. Mohammed Omar Bio Hon. Hassan Abubakar N alaraba

Hon. Saidu Muhammed Mustafa Hon. Dogara Yakubu

Hon. Karu Simon Elisha .. Hon. Abubakar Yerima Idiris

Hon. Tajudeen Abbas Hon, Ayuba Badamgsi

Hon. Dandutse M, Mohammed Hon. Nkern-Abonta Uzoma

Hon, Ofumelu Vincent Ekene : Hon, Egbona Alex

Hon. Chikere Kenneth Anayo - Hon. Benson Babajimi Adegoke

Hon. Akinjo Kelade Victor  ° Hon. Obinna Chidoka

Han. Chukwuegbo Ofor Gregory Hon, Mutu Nicholas Ebomo
-Hon, Olarewaju Ibrahim Kunle Hon. Akiolu Moshood Kayode

Hon. Muraina Saubana Ajibola Hon Vincent Ofumelu

]
- BE IT ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal

Repubhc olegerla as follows-
PART A - GENERAL
1.-(1) There shall be a Body Corporate with perpetual succession

" and a common seal made up of Legal Practitioners of the highest distinction

in the legal profession in Nigeriato be known as the Body of Benchers. .
(2) The powers of the Body of Benchers shall include-
(a)Call tothe Bar of eligible candidates:

(b) Taking all measures (whether by making regulations pursuant

to the powers conferred on it by this section or otherwise howsoever) which

_ appear to it to be necessary or expedient for maintaining at all times the

traditional values and wellbeing of the legal profession; and

(c) The exercise of disciplinary jurisdiction over members of the
legal profession.

(3)The Boedy of Benchers shall be made up of the followmg
members- #

(a) The Chief Justice of Nigeria;

(b) Allthe Justices of the Supreme Court;

(c) The President of the Court of Appeal;

(d) Life Benchers;

C 4383

Commencement

Bedy of Benchers




1 (e) The Attorney General bi e Eé’ﬁﬂati@ﬂ;
() The President of the Nigerian Bar Association;
+ {g)The Premdngustmas of the:Court:of Appeal Divigiofs;

an'dtthe Eblinciréf ezl Edication

[3

30 --(c) pfoviding for the appoingment of pefsongiof:digtihction in any::
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T couirtry as hmmra‘ry'm'em‘b‘érsl'ﬁf tlie Body of Bgiicliers and the otiditipng ™

appHeablé tostichappointitiert;

wr poants (@) iproviding forthie coinposition did quoruit 6thé Benchers for
the purpose of the exercise of any ofthe functions conferred onr the Bénchars

ot uinder thistAct aiid Tor dstermining it cortiection thetétc6fany matter

2

k!

4

5

6 which, in the opinion of the Benchers, requires to be determined;and i
7 (e) providing,;:éiﬂi’i‘eﬁgéh&m}‘y-*'o*ﬁiﬁ"—r‘és:ﬁjj%b’ﬁ‘t')fiﬁiig?ffﬁé’fi?icuiar case,

8 forthe dischargé of the functions confertéd on the Bénehers uiider this A ct.

9 - (5) Any Bencher mag it stchiniaimierandsibjoet to sieh procedure ¥
10 as may be prescribed be removed froni’dffied Tor mistotiuetior on such
11 iwsother groundasthe Bedchiessniay; in theit discrétion deteeafing

12 - (6) The Benchers shall meet at such times, at the BenchdrsHall ¢
13 | a.ﬂdféi*ﬁ.}aéeé,thﬁtfmay Be convehient forthem sid ‘itay, ii-508h manner as ©

14 they think fitprescribe theprocedure for theirmestinigg:-«

.00

e () Thevalidity of any procdedings 'Sf the Body of Benchers shall

16 7 ifol b dffected by-ahy: vacancy i the membetship 6 the Body or by any *:
17 e defectindthe appointment 0fa member or bytany’ irfeguldrity- it such
18 proceédings; _ :

19 e o0 (@) Thie'diselptindry powes dtiferréd: oh the Body-of Benchers

20 v undersubsecton: (2)(c) of sbetion T shall be exercised i suchiannéras i

21 may be prescribed by rules made by the Body of Benchers.
22 2.-(1) Any member ofthie'Body of Benchers whose membership is : ‘Members’ Tenure

23 by virtue of office ceases to be a Bencher immiediatsly-he 1éaves the office

24 o7 entitling Hinito b@am-eiﬁﬁe'r:bﬁth“e':B‘bdy-i-efoe‘ﬁc‘he"?s*ﬁvr% w4

bl 2y OthiérMeibers retfiaityin office for3 years if théfirst instarice, -

26 - bt ivay beYesappoiited foratiother teriof 3'yearsionly. {111

27 o (3) Present and Past Chief Justices of Nigeriaare Life Befichérs:
28 e ;_.-;;;(_:4);5—% “Member' who serves:in:/the * Body ‘consistently, =

29 i ‘Gonsciéntiously’ and-meritoriously: for a pericd-of- 5 “éonsecutivé: years «°
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1 becomes c;lfgible to be appointed a Life Bencher, provided there is a vacancy.
2 (5) The Body of Benchers may make rules providing, among other
3 items, forthe-
4 (a) Appointment of a Chairman and other officers and for succession
5 tothe ofﬁces;
6 (b) Removal of a Bencher for misconduct;
7 (¢) Convening of meetings;
8 - _(d)Licensing of Legal Practitioneré;
9 (é) Discipline of Legal fractitioners;
10 (f)- Tenure and quorum of Legal Practitioners' Disciplinary
11 Commnittee;
12 (2) Appointment of Flonorary Benchers from other jurisdictions;
13 (h) Composition and quorum for specific assignments.
14 (6) The quorum of the Body of Benchers for general business is 30.
15 (7) The validity of any proceedings of the Body of Benchers shall not-
16  be vitiated by any vacancy in its membership or any defect in the appdintment
17 ofamember.
g:fclrﬁacrﬁ; t::d 18 3.-(1) There shall be gstablished for the Body, the office of a Sécretary
ﬁf:g;ﬁ;a;ffm 19 who shall have a career service and shall be appointed by the Body of
Benchers 20 Benchers:
21 o Secretary
g.:lr::lt;?;suir;d 22 (2)The.Secreta.ry shall be-
23 © (i) The head of the Secretariat and shall be responsible for the
24 execution of policies and the day to day running of the affairs of the Body;
25 (ii) A Legal Practitioner with a career service of not less than 10 years
26 postcall experience;
27 (iii) Thé Chief Accounting Officer, shall keep all financial records and
28 render Financial Accounting Returns to the Accountant General of the
.29 Federation and to the Body of Benchers;
- 30 (iv} Responsible for the administration of the Secretariat, keeping of
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1 the books and records of the Pody and perfunn sucll other duties and )
2 functions as the Chairman may . .otime direct;
3 (v) Subject to the supervisy- control of the Chairman and the
4 Body; )
5 (vi) Prudent in collection and expenditure of all revenue;
6 (vii) Responsible for preparing and defending the Anmzal budget
7 ofthe Body; '
8 (viii) In charge ofall the Commitiezs ol the Body,
-9 (ix) Responslb!e for Issuance of Notice m[Me:elmgﬁ of the Body of
10 Benchers and Committee Mectlings;
1 (x) Responsible for supervising and oversceing the anrAngements
12 for Call to Bar ceremonies and Law dinners; '
i3 ‘ (xi) Responsﬂ)le for carrying out and’ mpiemﬁmmg the
14 Resolutions passed by the Body from time to time and afso be mpmnsnb!n
15 for carrying out and executing such other instructions and directives as may
16 be given to him by the Body or its Chairman; and. -
17 (xii) Maintain arecord of theroli of Lngal Practitioners inMigeria.
18 ‘ ) (3)7 (a)The Body shall have powers o appoint such number of et ofihe
19 persons as it deems necessary as staffof the Body; _ Bmy
20 (b} The scheme of service obtainable in fe judiciay mnd pﬂhlm . o
2] service shall be appllcable to the staff; , _
22 ' (c)The Body of Benchers may make staﬂ regulahmm m!aﬂ.mg
23 generally to the conditions of service of the cmp!nyees of ﬁne Body and .
24 fwnhout prejudlce to the generallty of the fomgnmg sach mgulamms may
.25 . p: ovlde for the appomtment, promotlon and dtsclpljmary omnlml (mcludmg 5
26 " dlsmlssal) ofany employee ' ’ '
27 : -' 4-(1) The Body shall be duly ﬁmdad and opemte wnﬂnn normal Finar
S 28 ;_budgetary allocatwn as may be made to it by ‘the 1 '
29 ' through theNatmnal Judicial Councd - R 2
. " e . wmmw :

(2) The Budy of Benchel 5 may accept glﬂ:@nf money ormmmbﬁe or gifis
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immoveable property upon such terins and sondition as may be prescribed by

the Body.

(3}'Tl1e Body of Benchers shall not aceejs .. .1 il e conditions
attached thereto by the person or organization makinz the oy a-:ceptaﬁce
thereof are inconsistent with or infnical t the factions of the Body of
Benchers,

(4) The Body of Benchers may, subject to any trust r:reéted in respect
of any property, invest its funds including any of its surplus funds in any
securities as may be appreved by the Bady of Renchers.

5,-(1) There shallbea 'body.to be known as the Gener%ﬂ Coﬁncil ofthe
Bar (hereinafter in this Act referred Lo as "the Bar Council®) which shall be
charged with the general management of the affairs of the Nigerian Bar
Assgciation (SLibJect to any limitations for the tlme being provided by the
constltutron of the association) aﬂd with any functmns conferred on the
councrl by this.Actor that constitutlon '

' @ ’lhe Bar Council shal! consistof- - AR o
(@) the Attamey-Gencra[ of the cherauon who shal] be the
premdcnt@f the counril R 7

b} theAttornqys-Geimrai of the States; and -

fo) twentymembersofthe association.

(3) The persens mentioned in paragraph (c) of subsection (2) r):f this
sectionshall- _ - '

{(a) be clected to serve on the Bar Council at elections in which afl
mewbers of the assoczatlon are cntltled to vote in- such manner as may be
provided by the {:@nstltutlon of the association; and N

(b) hold office for- such permd as may be determined by ar under that
cmlstltutmn and not ]ess than seven of those nersons shall be legat
pr actitioners of not lessthan ten years standing. '

. {4) The quorum of the BarCouncil shali be elghl and the council may

malke standing orders regulatmg th\, procedure of the councll and, subject to
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1 ' the provisions of .my such orders, may 'r-egr;ﬁlét&{i:ﬁs‘own proceedin-g'-s:;_‘aﬁdsne'

2 proceedings of the council s - - didated by any vacancy in the

3 membership of Ilshe_'COuncil, orbv  ctthat any persen took patt i the

4 proceedings who was not entitlec: - v s0. '

3 6.-(1) All Courts shall accord to th;: officers listed in subsection (2} Tuner Bar and

Dogket Prierily

6 the privileges listed in subsection (3},

7 (2) The officers are the Afforney G-enc;ral of the Federation,

8 Attorneys Ceneral of States, Senior Advocates of Nigeria, Lifc Benchers,

9 President of the Niggrian Bar Association, Solicitor General of the

10 Federation and Solicitors General of the States. '

il (3) The privileges are-

12 | (a) The privilege to sit in the Inner Bar or front rows of the seats

13 available in Courts for Legal Practitioners; |

14 (b) Without prejudice to the priority of criminal and human rights

15 cases, the privilege to mention their cases out of turn.

16 7.-(1)A person is entitled to practice as aLegal Praciitioner only if  practicc as a

‘ Legal Practitioner

17 his name is on the Roll of the Legal Practitioners kept at the Supreme Court

18 of Nigeria and he has met all the conditions for practice set out in this Actand

19 any rules made by the Body of Benchers.

20 (2) For the purposes of this Act and any other enactment relating to

21 the entitlement of any pérson to practice law in Nigeria, the terms 'practice

22 of taw' anid the 'provision of legal services' shall include the provisien of

23 advice on, and/or fhe application of, legal principles and judgment to- the

24 . - circumstances of any person who requires the knowledge and skill of-a

25 person trained in the law. | 7 ' -

2. 3 (3)For t_llépurposesof this séction:

. .27 ' @ 'Person’ includes the plural as well as the singular and denotes
28 an individual or any legal or commercial entity;
29 {b) "Adjudicative body" includes a court,a mediator, an arbitrator

30 ora Tegislative body, administrative agency or other body acting in an
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1 adiudicative capacity. A legislative bodv ~<minfsirative agenéy or other body
2 actsinanadjudicative capacity when 2 veuu.. - gl afier ihe.presentatien of
3 cvidence or Jegal axgument by a party or parties, wii reader a b inding legal
4 judpment divectly affecting a party's interests ina pericsar ..o,
R 5 ) The pmg_;&iceof Taw andyie provition =7 onl cervices:
6 (a.)”inNigeria;- y
7 " (b} in relation fo matters of Nigerian law; or
b3 {c} in relation to disputes or transactions with substantial nexus to -
9  Nigeria, shall be carried on only by pérsons entitled to bractice law in Nigeria.
10 {5) A person is presumed fo be practicing law or providing legal
i1 mwiwé when engaging inany of the following conducton behalfof another:
i2 (2} giving advice or counsel to persons as to their legal rights or
13 responsibilitics oric those ofothers;
14 (b) selecting, dmﬂﬁng, or completing legal documents or agreements
15  thataffect the legal rights ﬂfapcrson ’
i6 | {c} mpmienmng apemun before an adjudlcatlve body, mciudmg, but
17 '. nutlimmadm,, pmpamgorf ling dﬂcuments orconductmﬂ dlscovery, or |
I8 (d).l!@guhgﬁmg!egal ng,hts or responmblhtles on b_eha-!f ofaperson,
19 (] Noltwiths‘imding the provisions above, the following are
_ 20 pmﬂmdwﬁe&hertheycﬁnmnne the practice of Taw u:'x'aq:.: :
21 . (a)i’fosere_]ﬂmentaﬁpni _
22 (b) Serving ns arbitrator, mediator, conciliator or ﬂx nert determiner;
.24 {c) trainee ]aw studmlﬁs wofltiﬁg'uuder the direct supervis_ion of
- 25 persons d;nﬁilled to practice law in Nigeria in strict compliance with the Rules of
- 26 Professional Condact. o -
Elmmmyﬁur . “ S 8 A candad;rlc is ehglb!c to be called to the Bar if the candidate
e . 28 mtlsﬁcsﬁmBudyefBenchersﬁmt-
-y

{1) The CTouncil of Legal Bducation has issued a Quallfymg
Cﬂuﬁmteto‘thecandldam ' '
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{2)The candidate is of good character; and

(3} The candidate has satisfied all ﬁrescribed conditions by the
Body of Peachers,

9.-The Body of Benchers shall fssue to every persé;n cailed to the
Para Cériiﬁ.cate.

16. The Chief Regiétran_‘ of the Supreme Court shall enrol every
parson who presents to him a Certificate of Céll to the Bar issued o that

person,

:"'( Py Every person calln.d o the Nigerian Bar shall urider go a
mandatory pupiiage for one year,

(2) Any person who has not undertaken the rrtandatory éne year
pupilage shall not be entitled to commence practice as a Legal Practitioner.

(3) The Body of Bem,hers shall make regulations and set up the

_criteriafor the conduct of pupilage for new entrants to the Bar.

(4) The Body of Benchers shall develop and mamtam a pupilage

) 'Handbook which shall among othets deal with the structure and duration oi
" the pupllage programme faxr treatment and selectmn of pupils duttes
' training and responsibilities of pupil supervisors, support and advise for
- puplls cdmplamts procedures and remuneratlon ofthe pupil. _
_ - (5) The Bndy of Benchers shall have a dmsmn respons:ble for
,-l‘pupllage programme and shall have qualified Legal Practitioners as pupil
' ‘_-supsrv'isors. Partiéipj;tion and contribution as pupil supervisor will be one of '
~the criteri'a for conferment Qf I'egé;l practitioneré‘ ptivile ges under this Act.
. _ (6) The commencement of this section shall be upon issuance of - -

" appropriate rules by the Body of Benchers.

12.1t shall be the respons]blhty of the Body of Benchers io set

'-"standards for Iaw offices of Legal Practitioners in Nigeria.

13.—(1)Subject to the Regulaticns from time to time made by the

Body-of Berichers, a person whaose name is on the Roll shall be entitled to

practice as a legal practitioner provided that before oftering any form of.

_Pupilagt;s

- Accreditation o]

Certificate of ) o
Call ard Enrolment s

Inspection' and -

Practicing ~-
Licence -
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T legal service, he obtams a practlcmg hcence from the Body of Benchels
2 certifying that he is entltled to practice asa lega] practitioner according to the
3 provisions ofthis Section. . 4 -
4 (2) The practicing licence shall be issued or renewed at intervals
5 prescribed under the rcgule&iom’s made from time to time by the Body of
6  Benchers. "
7 (3)The pract_icing_licence shall be issued or renewed by the Body of
8 Benchersupon being satisfied that the applicant has: |
9 (a) Obtained the required number of credits under a mandatory
10 continuing legal education scheme administered or approved by the Nigerian
11 BarAssbciation; 7
i2 (b) Paid annual practicing fees stipulated i|.1 this Act for the year the
13 appiication is made: and '
14 {c) Satisfied the Body of Henchers that he is a person of good
15 character.
16 - G0 shau beunfawful for any person without a vaiid licence:
17 ~ (a)to act in anyway or to present himself or herself before any court,
18 Tribunal or-}.\rb itraior as'a legal practitioner;
19 (b) in any way as a legal practitioner or hold himself out as such when
20  he is not, including preparing and or signing or filing any Contract,
21 memorandum, deed ,will, lease, assignment, power of attorney, mortgage, titte
22 deed ,notice, warrant , bond , legal opinion, affidavit 01; any other d_&cument
" 73 whatsoever, ‘ |

Stamp and 24 ©14.-(1) Every document of the type referred to in subsection (4) of

o 25 section 13 sngned by alegal practltloner in hlS or her capac][y as such and
26 | fwluch purports to affect the rights, interests, estate or liability of any person
27 shallbe ewdencn,d by affixing a stamp and seal to be issued to individual Legal
28 Pmcunoners by t he Body of Benchers.
29 (2) The Body.of Benchers shall constitute a standing committee to
30 iss'ﬁe and renew licences, stamps and seals and implement the Regulations

Legal Practztzoners lel 2021  '-{' . o . 2;5'21
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- made puravant to Section 13 of the LPA.

“he Chiel Justice of Nigeria may, after consultation with the
By o vencaess Bocgulations provide for the enrolment of t.2 names of
person. 7. are anthotised by law to practise as members of thic legal
srefecsion nany counuy where, inhis opinion, persons whose naines are on
e RO wre aiforded Sﬁ@(:iid facilities for practising as members of that

reofzssion; and, without prejudice to the generatity of the power coaferred

by the foregoing provisions of this section. The regulations may require

persons ge@kﬁné gnrolineui by virtue of the regulations fo pass such.

axammaﬁﬁﬂs and to pay such fees as may be spemﬁed by or under the
regulations,

16, Ttshall be the duty of the Chief Registrar of the Suprenlxe Court
to tontinue to maintain the Roll of legal practitioners kept in the Sﬁprema
C_Q‘urt. ‘

17. ThisActxepealstheLegal PractttlonersALt CAPLII Laws of
the Federalmn of ngem, 2004 Rewsed Edition.

18- (1) In this Act the following terms have the meamngsf

respechvely assigned to them, unless the context requires olherwxse*

"Attorney-General" means Attorney-General of the Federat:on and

Attorneys General of St’ttes

"Bar Council" means the General Council of the Bar; '
"Client" includes any person.to whom a Legal Practitioner provides Legal

services,

"Foreign lawyer" means a person entitled to practise law in a foreign

jurisdiction;

“"Former Act” means the Legal Practitioners Act 2004 as 'amcnded;

“'functions" includes dﬁties and powers;

"him" includes femaic g@nder and vice versa:
“iustrument”, in remuon to jinmovable property, means any document

which cm«fw& iratrsms limits and charges orext’aguds hes any interest’in

Rules to allow
practics by Foreign
Lawyers

Roll of Legal
Practiticners

Repeal and

Sa_vji:ugs

Intérpretation
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the proeerty orwhich purpaorts to do so;

"Legal Practice"

- "legal pr'actitioner" means a person whose name is on the Roll of Legal

Practitioners keptat the Supreme Court of Nigeria;
"NBA" Referencing to NBA, Nigerian Bar Association atd Association
includes Ihéorporated Trustee of the Nigerian Il3ar‘ Association or any other
Body ineerporeted for the governance and management of the Legal
Profession;.
“Prescribed” means by regulations made by the Body of Benchers;
"the Roll" means the Roll of legal practitioners maintaincd under Section 16,
"SAN" means a legal practitioner who hes been elevated to the rank of Senior
Advocate of Nigeria;
"Solicitor-General" means the Soiicitor- Gemrai ofthe l’ede; atmn or ofa State;
“theft" means stealing and includes fraudulent conversion or mlsapproprntmn

19.-(1) This Bill may be cited as the Legal Practitioners Bill, 2021.

| FIRST SCHEDULE
COMI\:’IITTEES QF THE BODY OF BENCHERS

1.-{a) The Bedy of Benchers may establish such number of
Commiitees from time to time for the purpose of carrying out its statutory
duties. The Body shall determiﬁe the term of referenee, regu]at?iens and mode
of appointment, tenure, QLlorum aﬁd manner"ofmee_tinés fer each- Cem.mittee;

.(b)For the time b.'ei_ng, the Bedy ﬂ'n_all have tee following C'elnmiftees:

(1) Legal Practitioners Licensing Commlttee

“The Llcensmg Committee shall amongst olher thmgs be charged with- the-

nses whlch rmy in

1esp0ns1b1l|ty of issuing and: renewm de issuing

- stamp and seals to alle] igible Lawyers whorww.h'to pracllce hw m _ lge_ria. .

(n) Legal Practltloners Dlsmpl mary Comrmttee

* The function of the Commlttee shall melude the duty of cons:dermg and-‘
\ determmmg any case where it is alleged that"a person who s a member of the"—_ -

- !ega] profession has mlsbehaved in h1s capaclty as such or should for any othcr'
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1 reason be the subject of proceedings under thisAct.
2 (iii) Ruies Committee;
K The function shall be to make and.. -5 Tor the Body of Benlhers.
4 (iv) Screening Committe.
5 The Committee shall, amongst siner things be charped with the
6 responsibility of screening aspirants fo the Bar to ensure that dhey are fit and
7 proper persons to be admiited into the Nigerian Bar,
& {v) Finance Committee:
9 The Committee shall amongst nther.ﬂ}éngs be responsiblc for maneging the
10 finances of the Body of Benchers as contributed by siatutory members.
i {vi) Publicity Committee: '
12 The function of the Committee shall be to project fhe mm.gsf efthe Body of
13 Benchers through such processes including but not limited to pablicafions,
14 website management, etc.
15 (vii) Benchers Appointment Committee;
16 The Commitiee shall amongst other functions, be sesponsihle for the
17 appointment of Benchers and Life Benchers to ensure that only peesons with
1% proven integrity are appointed as Benchesrs and mﬂgf deserving Benchersave
19 conferred with the status of Life membership.
20 (viiij Fthics anci Compliance Comthiitiee;
21 The Committee shall be responsible amongst other hings, mrqmwnﬂmg the
22 framework for ethical conducts and behaviour of members of fhe Body of
23 Benchers, particularly during Meetings, Call to Bar ceremestes and such
24 other official engagements by the Body of Benchers
25 (ix) Mentoring and Pupilage Commnitiee:
26 The Committee shall be re:;pbusible amongst other things for developing sm =~
27 effective mentoring and i)upilége programine for the Body of Bendhers,
28 identifying ﬁece‘ssary’ prﬁgram_mes as well as récommending repelations
29 where needed, ‘
30 |

(x) Recruitment, Promotion and Discipiine Commitice:
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The fanetion of the {Imﬁnitiee includes u.. retiitment of senior staff for the
Body of Benchery as well as promoi. -:fiscipiiﬁn of staff within the
orzznization.

(i} Elders Committee:
The Elders Committee comprises + . Past Chairmen of the Body of Benchers
and shail be responsible amongst other things to .xivice tne Body of Benchers
om matters whick afferts the entire Legal Profession aimed at having a
barmonioesand respected Profession.

{xity Leoal Practitioners Privileges Committee:
The Committee shall amongst other things be responsible for the conferment
oa any desevving Legal Practitioner the Rank of Senior Advocate of Nigeria.

. TTEM A - Legal Practitioners Licensing Committee:

{1} There shal® be a commitiee of the Body of Benchers to be known

as the Legal Practitioners Licensing Committee (in the Act referred to as "the

Licensing Comunittec”) which shall be charged with the duty of issuing and -

- renewai of Hcence toeligible applicants.intothe Nigerian Bar.

() The Licensing Committee shall consistof;

{5 The Vice Chaitntan, Body.of Benchers as Chairman N
(i The E’@cﬁt . Nigerian Bar Association;
{m)"ﬂame@}hfﬂ Benehers; :

Nl Twu & Bencherc nominated by lhc Mational ercutwe

. Cmm;tmeaﬂ'ﬂzgwm Bar Association;

{wy Sﬁmtmy of the Body of Benchers who shall seive as the

, Mmy@fﬁmﬁmmtﬂee

EETEMB-MRHE&S Committee: )
{1} There shsll be a Committee of the Body of Benchers to be known
a3 The Rules Committee, which,shall be charged with the duty of making and

 yeviewing rulesofthe Body of Benchers from fime to time.

£2)The Committes shail consist of:
{i} The Viee Chairman of the Body of Benchers as the Chairman;
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(i) The Pl‘esideﬁtof th:  "'werian Bar Association;
._J(iii) Five(5)Benchers;

(iv) The Secretq]y of the Bndy of Benchers as Secretary of the
Committee,

ITEM C - Legal Practitioners Disciplinaty Cotmtnitics;

(13 There shall be a Committze of the Bady of Benchers to be
known as the Legal Practitioners Disciplinary Comumittes {in this Act
referré:d to as "the Disciplinary Committee™) whick .shaﬁ%hﬁﬁhmg@éwﬂh the
duty of considering and determining any case where it is atieoed fat 2
person who is a member of the legal profession has misconducted himsel in
his capacity as such or should for any other reason be the swhiect of
proceedings under this Act

(2) The Disciplinary Cotnmittes shall consistal-

(a)-a Chairman who shail not be either the Chief Jusiice of Migeria
oraJustice ofthe Supreme Court; .

(b) 2 {two} Justices of the Court of Appeal one efwhom shalt be the
President and the othera Presiding Justice; |

{c)2 (two) Chief.fudges;

(d) 2 (iwo) Attorneys-General, who shall be either fhe Aftomwey-
General of the Federation and the Attorney- General of a State or two State
Attorneys-General, | |

(e) 4 (four) members of the Association whe are Beachers and not
connected with cither the iﬁvestigaﬁon of a complaint or ihe decision by the
Association to present ‘a complaint agamst a lopal pmﬂmhmr for

determmatmn by the Dlsmpl;nary Commlitae' and

(f) Such additional number of membcrs nfﬂmﬁmmahm as the

Body of B_em;hers may deem fit to appoint for the purpase of the eifmmwe
conduct of the business of the Disciplinary Commities.
(3) The quorum of the Disciplinary Committee shull be three, bat

no decision or proceeding of the Disciplinary Commistes will be rendered
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imvalides the grovad of quorum othor ' -~ ~« set it in the Interpretation Act.
(03 {E) The Body of Benchers shan . ries Tre the purposes of any

proceedings amd as te the procedurs lo be follow :d and the ules ofevidenceto

" e chserved in proceedings before the Disciplinary Couimiies:

(i) The rufes shall in particu tarprovide-

() For secuming that votice of the proceeuings shall be given, at such
e and i smoh pEnner as may be specified by the rules, to the person against
whenn the procecdings are brought; |

- {1} For determining whio, in addition to the person aforesaid, shallbea
g,mnymﬁmpﬁm&adﬁigs;

(ﬂ:}n For secmﬁmg that any party to the proceedings éhall, if he so
reuires, Ewmﬁlﬂiedmbcheard by the Disciplinary Committee;

{d) F@ﬁﬁm&hmg amy party to the proceedmg to be reprﬁsunted by a
legal practitioner,

{€) The costs of praceedings before the Disciplinary Committee;

(I For requiing, in a cése where it is alleged that the person against
whaan the proceedings are brought is guilty of infamous conduct in any
pmﬂ'a_mimaﬂ respect, that where the .[.)isciplinary Committee adjudges that the
adiegation bos mot beem proved it shall record a findirg that the person is not
prilty of sk conduct i respect of the matters to which the allegation relates;

(=) For publishing in the Federal gazelte notice ofar 1y direction of the
Princiglinary Cosmmities which has taken effect providing ihat a persco’s name

shallbe stenek offhe ol or that a person shall be suspended from praciice

{5) () A person appointed by the Body of Benchers to be a member of

the: Drfsciplimary Commitice shall unless he previously resigns, hold office for

stach: termm, not excesding three years, as may be speclﬁed in his instr ument of

appointament; '
{ii) A peisen eeasing to be a member of the Dééciplinaw Committee

shafl e eligible for reappointment as 8 nember of the Comimitiee for another

© teso ef thiee years.
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i (5 The Disciniinary Commitlee may act not withstanding any
Z vacanev in itg membership and ne proceedings of the Disciplinary

Ot el walvlated by any irrsgularity in the appointment of a
memos: Mhereat. erbyrepson of the fact that any person who was noteniitled

5 . do so tuok part in the proceedings, or by virtne of any variagion in the
& cerupesition ' §ihs tnembership of the panel in the course of proceedings.

7 (7) The Discinlinary Committee maﬁ/ emparei its members to sitin
8 divisions.

g A3/, ny doeument authorized or required by this Act to be served:
10 - on the Disciplinary Committee shall be served on the Secretary, Body of
I - B.erichers.

(2 TTEM D - Penalties foru nproféssional conduct, ete.

13 (1) Where-

14 - {a) A person who i3 a member of the legal profession is judged by
i5 the Disciplinary Committee to be guilty of infamous conduet in _é.ny
16 professmna! respect; or - o - I

17 - (b} A person who is a member of the legal profession is convicted,
18 by any court in Nigeria having power to award imprisonment, of an offence
i9 fwhether or not an offence punishable with imprisonment) which in the

20 opinion of the Dise “iplinary Committee is incompatible with the status of a
21 legal practitioner; or
g232 (c) The Disciplinary Committee is satisfied that the name of any -
22 person has been fraudulently enrolled, the Disciplinary Committee, may, if
24 it thinks fit, give a direction- '

25 (i) Ordering the Registrar to strike that petson's name ofl I' the Roll;

“6 -(ii),Suspending that person from practice by ordering him not to
27 engage in praétice asa legal practitioner for such eriod as may be spectiied
28 in the direction; or - ' . |
29 . . (111)Admomshmg, that person,

30 and any such direction :my, where appropriafe, a.nclude prows:o'\ requiting
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the refund of 111011e3;s paid or the handing over of documents or any other thing
asthe circumstances of the case may require. |

(2) Where a person whose name is on the Rol! is judged by the
Disciplinary Committee to be guilty of misconduct not amounting to infamous
conduct which, in the opinion of the Disciplinary Commiltee, is incompatible
with the status of a legal practitioner, the Disciptinary Committee may, if it
thinks fit, give such a direction as is authorized by Paragraph 1 fc) (ii) or (iii) of
Item D of Schedule 1; and aﬁy such direction may, where appropriate, include
provision requiring the refund of moneys paid or the handing over of
documents or any other thing, as the circumstances of the case may require.

-(3) The Disciplinary Committee may, if it thinks fit, defer or further
defef its decision as to the giving of a direction under Paragraphs 1 and 2 of
Item D of Schedule 1 untila subsequent meeting of the Committee. “

i (4) Tt shall be the duty of the Bar Council to make rules from time (o
time on professional-conduct in the legal profession and cause such rules to be
published in the Federal Government Gazette and. distributed to all the
branches of the Association.

(5) For the purposes of paragraph 1 of ftem D of Scheduie 1, a person -
shall not be treated as convicted as mentioned in Paragraph I(b) of tem D of
Schedule 1 unless the conviction stands at a time when no appeal or further
appeal is pending or may (without extension of time) be brought in connection
with the conviction. 7

{(6) When the Disciplinary  Committee gives a direction under

'Paragrapl1 | or Pardgraph 2 of Item D of Scliedule 1, the Disciplinary
_Committee sha‘ll cause*notice of the direction to be served on the person to

whon it relates and submlt to' the Body of‘ Benchers a rcport on 115 fi ndmgs '

which resuited in the isstance of the notice.

(7) The person to Whom such a Direction relates may, at any lime

~ within28 days from the date of service-on him of notice of the duectmn, appeal

" against the Direction to the Supreme Court; and the Disciplinary Committee
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may appear as respond.e.nt to the appeal and, for the purpose of enabling
Directions to be given as t the costs of the appeal and of proceedings before
iz Wsaipliiery O ommitter, shol! be deens=d to be & party (1 2reto whether
or wot 1 appears wnthe earing of the appeal, ‘

(8) " Direction of the Disciplinary Commiiiee under Paragraph 1

CParacreph 2ot e D of Schedule 1 shall take immie.iiate effect. |

{9) Where a Direction is given under Paragraph i or 2 of [tem D of
Schedule 1 for the rafund 3f moneys paid or the handiig over of documents
or any other#hing and wi'in 2.8 days of the date of the direction (or where an
abpea] is 'bqught, on the dismaissal of the appeal) and the legal prﬁctitioner
fails to comply with the direction, the Disciplinary Committee may deal
with the case as one involving misconduct by the legal practitioner in his
professional capacity.

(10) where a Direction given under paragraph 1 or2 of Ttem I of

- Sé-hedulc 1 and such.a Direction is affirmed by the Supreme Court, such
N Direction of the Supreme Court shall'be published by the Body of Bénéhera 7

in th_r; Féder_a] Government Gazzetie arid_ copies_shali be is'su-ed to-thQ'Claief o

Justice of Nigerian, President of the Court of Appeal, Chief Judge of the
Federal High Court, President of the National Industrial Court, Chief Judges

_ of States, Attorney General of the Federation, Attomeysﬁenerai of -S_tates,'

Nigerian Bar Association, Inspector General of Police, Nigerian Law
School and other relevant bodies oragencies. -

ITEME - Disciplinary jurisdicticn of the Supreme Court:

(1) Where it appears to the Supreme Court that a person whose

narng is on the Roll has been guilty of infamous conduct in any professional

respect with regard to any matter of which the court or any other court of

- record in Nigeria isor has been seized, the Supreme Courtmay [7it thinks fit

after hearing any representations made aund evidence adduced by or on
hehalf = Lt person and such other persons as the court considers

appropriate, give suvn a direciion us is sientioned in Paragraph 1 of tem D
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of Schedule 1, and the direction shall take effect forthwith; and except in the
case of 'an_ admonition the couft shall cause notice of the direction to be
published in the Federal Government Gazette.

(2) Where it 'appears to the Chief Justice that a legal practitioner
should be suspended from practice, either with a view fo the institution against
him of proceedings under this-Act before the Disciptinary Commiltee or while
any such proceedings are pending, the Chief Justice may if he thirks fit, alter
affording the practitioner in question an opportunity of making representations
in the matter, give such direction as is authorized by paragraph 1 (if) of ltem D
of Schedule | and in deciding wiether to give such a direction in consequence
of the conviction of a tega! practiticner, the Chief Justice shall be entitled to
disregard the provisions of Paragraph 5 of ftem B of Schedule 1.

ITEMT - Restoration of nanes to Rl efe.

(1) Where either before or‘after the commencement of this Act the
naine of anlyl person ha$ been struck oif the Roll or a person has been or is
deemed to have been s_uspenc[-ed from practice, he may, subject to the
provisions of Paragraph 2 of ftem F of Schedule 1, make an application for the
restoration of his name to the Roll or the cancellation of the suspension-

(a)Ifthe striking off or suspension was ordered by the Chief Justice or
the Supreme Court, to that Court; and

(b} In any other case, tothe D.isciplina_fy Committee.

(2) A direction under Paragraph 1 of' Jtem B of Schedule I or
Paragraph | of the disciplinary jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of this Act
may prohibit an applicatidn under Paragraph 1 of ﬂlis Ttem until the expiration
of the period specified in the direction; and where such an application is duly
made to thé Supreme Court or the Disciplinary Committee, the court or
Disciplinary Committee may direct that no further application shall be made
under Paragraph 1 of this Item until the expiration of the period specified in the

direction urider this subsection’;
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1 SECOND SCHEDUW ,
2 ITEMA- TheLegai " =ritioners Prmkm@mmmﬂm _—
3 I. There sha!I be the Lega! Practitioners Privilleges @mmmﬂﬂa@ alf
-4 the Body of Benchers which shais consistoft }
5 (1 The ChiefJustice of Nigeria as the Clmiimen; _ ) :
6 (ii) The Justice of the Supreme Court nest jin sEEiontiy t@ mm«:‘mﬁeﬁf
7 ~ Justice; ' s | "
8 " (1ii) The Presmfem‘: of the Court cprpmll,, - o
9 (iv) TheAttm ney—GeneraInf the f'evrﬂﬁ':lr.?‘nrtmmrtw o ( E
, 10 (v) The President ofthe NB4,; '
i (vi} 2(Two) past Presidents of the NBA;
12 (vii) The Chief Judge Of’the Federal H-ﬁgﬂn Corrty;
13 (viii} 6 (Six) Chicf Judges of the Hugji‘ﬁ C«)mr[ﬂg off Siaties :zqmmwlsm’r
14 by the Chief Justice of Nigeria in rotation fiom AT SHEs mmm&ﬁtﬁmuﬂmg
15 each ofthe six Geograph;calmnes
16 (ix) 6 (Six) Senior Advocates ofNigﬁmmmumm@n@nillW!ﬂmmmmmﬂl
17 Executive Committee of the NBA;and -
18 (x)2 (Two) Life Benchers selected by the Clhmimmen; @Hﬂhmmmy@ff,
19 Benchers
20 2. The m embers of the Privi Iege:s Cowmmitice appoimted mmdiﬁr
21 Paragraph F(vi), (v:u) and (lX) above shall holid affice for o tenm of 2 )};aam,
2 renewable only once.
23 . 3. The in]eges Commxltee may act, mewmﬂimrﬁmmﬂiimmﬁmm iiff
24 there are vacancies in its membershxp |
25 ' 4. Quorum forPrlv:!eges Comm:tﬁceﬁwmmdﬁmg,mm@)
26 5. The Privileges Commi ittee may by imstmnmenit comfnr om ary
2.7 7' deserving Legal I’raclmoner the rank of Semmﬂtdfwmmmf@ﬁng@um
28 6. Eligibility for Rank of SAN
29
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- ‘ymmsi pmtt—mﬂll mpcmnce, who has achieved distmctmn in- the L@gal

' ﬂ’mﬂ*‘m&sm

7. The H,fngaﬂ Practltmners anﬂeges Comm;ttee shall, wrth the

| lelmﬂheBmﬂynf Beuche:s rake rules as to the priviteges o be accorded
: lum‘StrmmrmﬂwmaikBSquwerm as w the functions of alega 1pract=1ttoner, whlch ,
are ot 10 e ]pre:rﬂ&mmed by a Senior Advocate of Nigeria; as to the mode of
.'zaagmpwmmm before mum by a Scmor Advocate of Nigeria, and generally, but
vt gmnq;mndum m ihe fmmgomg, for ensurmg the dignity of the rank.of
. S"uﬁmikmrﬁdwmmm ol Nigeria. -

8. The ﬂ”nwleges Committee with the spproval of the Body of

Bencrers shall malke, wtmn or review rules and criterxa for conferment of the ~

rank of AN, bt may stipuiate clear conditions fprwnhdrawal of the rank, and
-, tilxose oomdiitions st stipulate prior disciplinary procecdings against any

. :@mmggﬁﬁwhdwmtc of Nigeria. -

TTEMB- Legni Practltmners Remuneratlon Committee

!l ”lnlmne s\haﬂ be the Lwal Practxtmncrs Remune; atmn Commtttee

" whih sl comsistof:

((n))Ammnmcy—Generai ofthe Fedcrmmn as Chalrm an,

{m‘gﬁf{ﬂm}mmm}%ﬂm neys-Generar

iy Ni3A Presidents (Past an_d Present),

(ﬁw)%(ﬂﬁx)ﬁﬂ;&mcmbers noni inated by the NBAMational Executive
Cropmumiltee. | '

Z. anmmm for Remuneratiot’ Commit[ee prbceedings shalf be the
ﬁﬂmﬂmwﬂﬁ mvem!wm— - , |

(=) The C@mmlatec shatl have power to make ordersl regu!ating '
gﬁmmﬂ]’iiy the chanpes ol' lcgal pracnttoncrs and, wnhout prejudlce to the

gﬂimmﬂuw mj’ it pnwmer any such order may include provssmn as to all or "my

- ol ﬂm ﬁ"@l!llanwmb mmﬁm ﬂlat istosay-

{i) The maximum charges wiuch mey be ma Jo in ievpect of any -

tramsaciion oractivity ofa descri pnon specified by the order;.
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- charges.

(i) The ascertainment of the charges appropiiate for amy
transaction or activity by refercors to such consideration as may be so

specified;

(iii) The takmg by practitioners of semmly Four the payment of e

charges and the allowance of interest with respectmul}wmwmm:imm{

(iv) A'greements between practitioners and clisnls wills regpeet fo

(b) Until the first order made in 'pﬁrsumm of this seetion comes

: 'ititél:'i’orce, nolhing in this section shall be cohsméed as afffecting the by i -

for ce in any part of ngerla with- respect to the remuneration of ]ngnﬂ

Pr: actmone: 3.

3.-(a) Subject to the provisions of this Act, a Legal Pragtitfower

shall be entitled to recover his charges by actiosim amy Cout of commpetent
Jjurisdiction;
' {(b) Subject as aforesaid, a legal practitioner shall wot be entitled to

begin an action to tecover his charges unless-

(i) a bill for the charges containing patticulafs of e principal

items included in the bill and signed by him, or in the case of a Tinm, by one of

the partners or in the name of the firm, has been served on ihe eliemt

persot‘lally or left for him at his last address as knewn to the Practitioner or

-sent by post addressed to the client at that address; and

(if) the period. of 30 days bﬁgmmng with the dite off dieﬂlmy@ﬂ" e
bill has eapwed : -

(c) In any case in which a Legal Practitioner satisffes the connt,, om

'—an appllcatlon madc exparte or if !.hc ‘court- 50 dnmm“, alflew gwmmg e

: ‘-prescnbed notice-

(1) that hehas delwered a biI] of chargmm aueliemt;
(11) that on thc {ace of it the charges appear o e proper in he

_ c1rcumslances and

(m) that there are circumstances mdica&nlg it S ﬁ:lhimtt iis albeut:
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1 i seme st wikdh would prbbably prevent or delay the payment o tl.ie
Braciiifionsr of dhe dhanges, the cowrt mw, - oot that the Practitioner be
zzwztﬁlmﬁimﬂ[mm Inwitmg zandl prosecute an action t0 recove: Li charges unless the
a:iﬁimMggi'wésmxdh wecmity for the payment of the charges as vaav v apecified in
hedlireciiam, T |
' ;((aﬂ))'mhm@mmitlmmy, ifitthinks fi, on the applicatics of the client-
- (ipenders Legal Practitioner to deliver his billof charges to the client;

i) itk mm ordor for the delivery up of, or otherwise in relation to,

iy oommeists fin ithe mﬂ'bl of the Practitioner which belong to or were

weneived by lhitm from or on behall of the client, and without prejudice to the

- gomerality ofthe powvers of the Court to punish for contempt or to the provisions

@lflﬁhiisﬁacitinﬂimﬁhnﬁgm e diseipline of Legatl Practitioners, the court may punish
for ety amy praciiioner who refuses or fails to comply with an order
adesibissvbseoton. -
((ae)) The valee of any cons:deratlon 1ccf:1vcd by any person for. ‘
mwﬁimm% (di:mm by = Lepel ’Practltloner in hls capaclty asa Legal Prr '1ctit|oner
sibalt], iim s i a e walee exceeds the minimum charges to wh _lCh by v1rlue of
ks At (e ;]zxrmﬁiit.?immﬁr-fm entitied in respect of that thing, be recoverable from

Ay parsen wibe neoeived the consideration or from the Pragtitioner by the

person em wihon fheconsideration moved either directly ur ihdir'ectly. '

ITEMIC -Clients’ Accoumnis: _ 7

L) Sullsject to paragrapli‘ {d) of this Item, vie Bar Covaciimay from
fimesedimessihe Commcil mnsidérs expedient, make rules-

' - ([As totiheopening and keeping by Legal Practitioners of accouns at
Tonkes inrelionts' amoneys; and ' | "

- (i) As o the keeping by Legal Pracﬁtionér_s of récords containing
pmiﬁinﬁdlﬁrﬁéﬁxdihﬂ[[ﬁmnmmﬁm as to moneys received, held or paid by them for o
enmvmomiefilcirdiont; and -

i) As fo fhe opening and keeping by 2 legal practitiouer who is the -

sl trmsten, arwio is 2 co-ustee only with ene or more of his pariners, clerks
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or servants, ofan account at a bank for moneys of any trust of which he is the

<ole frustec o such a co-trustee as aforesaid; and

“ivy As to ihe kazping by such a practitioner as is mentioned in

paragrapti {c) of this subsection, of records containiyg padticulars and

“nmation as (0 moneys received, held or paid by him for or on account of

any such trusi 69 i3 so meationed; and
* (v) Empowerinig the Bar Council to take such action as it thinks
necessary to enable it to ascertain whether therules are being complied with.
{@‘*"F; teamade under paragr aph (a) of thig section shall not come

into force until they are appmved by order of the Attorney-General, either

without modification or wit Ei such: modifications as fie thinks fif; but before

approving any such rules with nrodifications the Attorney-General shall

afford the Bar Council an opportimity of mak'ing representations with

respect to the proposed modifications and shall consider any representations

. madc in pursuance ofthis suosectmn _
{c) it appears to the Attorney-General. that any rules should be e

- made, revoked or altered in exercise of the powers “conferred on the B'ar

Council by this section, he shail make arecommendation in that behalf to thg

Par Council: and if within the period of six months beginning with the date

of the recomnmendation the Council has not acted in accordance with the -

" recommendation, the Attorney-General may, within the period of twelve

menths bég-inning with that date, make - rules giving effectr'to the
recomﬂ'gndatiau; . 7 7

‘ {d)Rules under this sectionshall notl'equifetluc keeping of account
orrecords- '

(Ybya Legal Practitioner in respect of tnoneys received, held or

p'ud by himasa member of the public’ serwce ofi 1e Federation ora State: <1

(11) insuch othu" circumstances L e y he onecitied by the rules.

(&) For the purposes of this qectlon "trustee“ includes personal

scprasenmtwes and in relation to a aper sonal rcpx : :ntaiive anv referenceto
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i trust shali be constmed asa rei erencé to the deceascd's estate

- Zi-(a) A bank at which a Legal Practitioner keeps an account for
clients’ lﬁoneys shall nat, in respect of any iiaBility of the practitioner to the
bank wh:ch does not arxse in connection with that accouut have or obtain any
recourse .or right, whether by way of set-off, countcr-clalm charge or
otherw1se, against moneys standing to the credit of that account; _

(b) A bank shall not, in connection with any transaction in respect of

-anaccountofaLegal Practmoner kept for clients' moneys w;th that orwithany

other bank {other_ than fm acc,omlt kepl by him as: nustee for a specxf” ed .

beneﬁcmly) neur any [lab]]lty, orbe unider any obli gatlon to makc any inquiry,

- orbe deemed fo have any knowledge 01" any r ight of any person to'any money

paid or credited tothe account, which it would not i mcur or be deemed to have in
the La%e ofan account kepi bya pc,rson entitled absolutc[y toall the mioney paid
orcredited to the account:

(¢) The Body of Benchers shall have powers to issue and enforce
guidelines with respect to the operation of CllanAccounl
ITEM D - Unauthorized Practice of Law:
1. A person commits an offence punishable with a minimum of 3
(Three) years imprisonment or a fine of N3, 000,000 (Five Million Naira) or
both if} notbemga Legal Practitioner, he does any of th following;

1 (@) practices law, or off ers hlmse]f out as pramcmg law;-

(1) assumes, tal(es or uses (in the contcxt of law busnmss) lhe title of -

_ legai practmoncr or.any add:tlon, appellatlon appendagc demnphon Iabel

name pref' X, or suffix 1mptymg01 suggesting Ihat heisal gal practitioner; -

(© pretends to bc a ]Lgal praclllloner Gr Lhat he is quahhcd or.

. recogmzed toact asa Legai Pmct:tloue;

(d) does anythmg, or makes any omission, -with ‘the intention of -
lmp]ymg thathe isa Lagaii’rqctnmner or ' -

(e) prc,pares for, or in expectatlon 01 reward “or consideration, any

-document or instrument reld{mg to movable or ammovable property, goods or
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(I rsemces probateorle ofadm1mst1atlon orcourtproceedmgs

2 2.-ay Subject to the prowsmns of this. Item if any, pe;son other LT

)

_ -ahan aicga .'rzu:a*imnmr B
W e {i} PrdCYICBS or holds himself out to "f*acrm as. a Legal

Diactitioner;

.

(it} Takes or uses the tileof Legal Practitioner;

6
.‘f (iii) Wilifully takes or uses any name, titie, addition or dascn piion
8 falsely implying or other‘-.vis.%e pretends, that he is a {cgal practitioner or is
9. _ qualifi ﬁdmmmgmzedb\ taw to actas a legal practitioner; of
. 10 (w) Pmpm‘es in expectation of reward any instrument relating to
A immovable property or relating to of with a view to the grant of pr obate or
’ ‘_1'2  " letters of administration, or relating to or with a view to proceedifigs in any
- 1-3 court of recatd in Nigeria, ‘
:-'-‘"}'4.' ‘ shall be gunlty of an oﬁence 'md fiable, in the case of an oﬂ“cnce under C . o r'
5 pqramaph 2D of this Ttem or & second or subsequent ol‘fenca undar" S B ‘-_;A
16 pamgmph 2(w) of thlS ftem, to aﬂne of an atnount not Iess than NS 000 000:.: .
' 1—7 © O (Five Mil ion Nau‘d) or 1mpnsonmcnt1‘or aterm not lessthan 3 (i hree) yearsx '.h:a 2 |
18 or boih. .. S ' _ ‘ .
19 (b) Nothing in paragraph 1 of this Item Qhall preventa person from
20 bcmg,, dex’t with for contempt of court, but no proceedings for an offence
| 21 under this section shall be broughtor contmued againsia person inrespect of
22 'any act ifhe has been dealt with-for contempt of Courtin respect of thatact; | ‘
23 (¢} Nothing in paragraph 2(iv) of this Item shall be construed as 7 _ %
i making it an offence for any person to prepate an instrument-
2/ (1) Inthe course ofhis autwmes as apupil m‘ aLegal Practmonm
26 (i) Relating’ only to property in which ha, has 01‘ L,iaims an nterest I
27 - (including an interest. '1s a personal reptesemﬁtws ora§ a 2 pur gl entltled_h |
78 anypartofthe estaie ofa dccmsed per snn‘} : 7 - N -
29 (i, Re Immg, only to p1 ocvedmgc towhich hc isa party, or plepared

30 witha view to pioceedingsow u.,L hc ;nov be 2 narly;
. . . . o
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24

26

27
28

(w) For the purpose of only recordmg mfm*matnon or expert opinion

~intended for use in, orwith a view to, any preceeding;

(v) Which is, or is intended t0 be, a will or other testamentary
instrument;

(vi) Of such a class or description as the Attorney- General may by
order determina | '
(d) Wher:, an of‘f‘ence under this Act which has been cominitted bva

body corporate is proved to have been commltted ‘with' the consent or

cnnmvance of, of to be atlnbutab]e to any neglcct on Lhe part of any Legal

Pr actltioner, director, manager, secretary or othu sumlar ofhcer of the body
corporate, hie, as well as the body corporate shall be deemed to be guilty of that
offence and shall be lable to be proceeded againstand punished accordin gly;
Ae) it is hereby declared that any agreement (o transfer, cither directly
or indirectly, any money or thing in consideration of any act which constitutes
an offence under this section is void; and any money or thin g 5o transferred, or

the value of the thing, shall be recoverable by the transferor from the tr ansferee

-or from any other person by whom the offence was committed, whether ornot.

any proceedmgs have been brought in respect of the offence or the time for
bringing such proceedings has expired.

3. Any aéreement to transter; cither directly or iz'ldirectiy,_any money
or thing in consideration of any actwhich constitutes an offence under this Item
of this schedule is void; and any money or thing so transfencd or'the value of
the thmg, is recoverab]e by the transteror from the transferee or from any other |
person by Whom the offence was committed, whether or not any proceedings
have been brought in respect of the offence orthe tlme fi or b1 1ngm gproceedings *
has expired. - _

4, Any documient or instrument prepared conirary to paragraph 1.of

this Item is void.
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E:XPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
This Bill seeks to repeal the Legal Practitioners Act Cap L1, Laws of the
Federation Of Nigeria, 2004 and Re-enact the Legal Practitioners Act to

provide for reforms and regulate the Legal Profession.







