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ABILL
FOR

ANACTTO BSTABLISH THE NIGERIA FOREIGN SERVICE COMMISSION WITH
RESPONSIBILITY TO PROMOTE, MONITOR AND ENFORCE THE BASIS FOR
NIGERIA'S NATIONAL INTEREST ABROAD AND FOR RELATED MATTERS
Sponsored by Hon, Yusuf Buba Yakub
[ ]

ENACTED by the Nationa! Assenmbly of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria as follows:

PART |- ESTABLISHMENT AND FUNCTIONS, B¢, OF NIGERIA FOREIGN
SERVICE COMMISSICN

1.-([) There is hereby established a bodt to be known as the
Nigeria Foreign Service Commission ‘in this Acl referred (o0 as "the
Commission™),

(2) The Commission:

(a}shaltbe a body corporate with perpeival succession:

(b)may suc orbe sued in its corporate namc;

(c} shall have its headquarters in the Federal Capital Territory,
Abuja; and

(3) The Commission shall not be subject Lo the direction, contrel or
supervision of aay other authority or person in the performance of its
functions under this Act other than the President.

2.-(1)The Commission shall consist of*

(a) a Chairman who shall be the Chiel Execcutive of the
Commission: he/she shall cither be a serving or retired diplomat with a
minimum of university degree in Political Science, [nternational Relations
or a degree in any other relevant licld of studics preferably History or
Economics and must have not less than IS-year experience in loreign

service;
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(by a Representative of the Asseciation of Retired Ambassadors of
Nigeria; h

( ¢)a Representative of the Nigeria Diaspora Commission;

(d) a chrcscntat'ivc cach from Instituic of Peace and Conflict
Resolution (IPCR), Nigerian Institute of International Affairs (NITA) |
Directorate of Technical Cooperation 1 Africa (IDTCA), the Nigeria
Directorate of Technical Aid Corps (ND']’.AC), National Intelligence Agency
(NIAY, Defence Inteiligence Agency (DIA), State Sccurity Service (858) and
the Civil Society. ' i

(2) The Chairman and members of the Commission shall, subject to
confirmation of the Senale, be appointéd by the President, and they must be
persons of proven integriiy, gxpertise and cxpcricﬁc'c in Toreign affairs.

3.-(1) The Chairman and Members of the Commission shall hold
olficc fora pcribd ol: five years in the [irst instance and for a further term of five
S/cars on such terms and conditions ag n{ay be specified ie their letters of
appointment. ‘) -

o= ;- .

(2} A member of the Commission may only be removed from office

by the President actling on an address‘;- -sj_&;ippmted by two-thirds majority of the
Senate praying that he/she be so 'rc_ngoifcd for inability to discharge the
functions of the office. \

(3) A member may resign his/her membership by notice 'i-h-wr_iting
addresscd to the President and that member shall, on the date of flmc receipt of
the notice by the President, ceasc to be a member. -

{4) There shall be paid to every member of the Cnmnﬁési&m such
allowances as the Federal Glovernment nay, fretn time to time, direct.

(53 A member shall not white holding office hold any other office of
emoluntent whether in the Federal or State public service,

PART 11 '
4.1y The Commissionshall:

(a) be responsible in formulating  policics and_.:gﬁ:i'delincs for

Lo
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appoeintment, promotion and discipline of persons in the Nigeria Foreign
Service Commission and the Ministry of Forcign A ffairs;

(b) formulate and implement policies for ensuring the c(ficiency of
the Foreign Service Commission and its personnel;

{c) stipulate punitive measurcs aimed at ensuring disciplinary
controf and the dismissal of any erring persong in the Commission and
Foreign Missions in the c'xccm.ic}lj.,di'”Nigcria foreign policy goals and
agenda; :

{d) he responsibie fi 6r setting the policy agenda and foreign service
goals in line with Nigeria's Foreign Policy Objectives, as stipulated in
Section 19 of the amended 1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria;

(e) facilitate training and retraining of foreign  2eviee personnel to
enable them develop capacity to represent Nigeriu in ¢ uch critical areas as
trade, investment and sceurity, thereby, strengthening her forcign policy for
increésed cutput and reciprocal gains in line with the agenda, vision and
policies setoutin{2);

() advise the Federal Government of Nigeria on the pursuit of its
foreign policy goals and agenda from time fo time;

' (z) to effectively utilise, for the pﬁrpose of developing, enhancing,
managing and maintaining the Horeign Missions and their staff, all
monetary allocations, which may include the budget and or any specidl
allocatton from the Federal Government of Nigeriz, its Ministries, Agencics
and Departments; and '

(h} perform such other functions which, in the opinion of the
Commission, may be requlw_i_re_-d in ensuring the optimal efficiency and
performance ofthe Commission.

5.-(1) The Commission shall have powerto:

(a) formulate and provide guidelines for government on the foreign

' policy/relations of Nigeria;

Powers of the

Commissiqﬂ

g
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(b) monitor staff compliance to the foreign policy/relations guidu..es
by the Federal Government of Nigeria;

(¢) pay the staff of the Commission such remuneration and
allowances as the Chairman may, after consultation with the Salaries and
Wages Commission, determine;

(d) do anything which, in the opinion of the Commission, is incidental
to its functions underthis Act.

(2) For the purposes of subseetion (1) of this section, the Comimission
shall have power fo take such legal action including the prosecution ol any
person, whether corporate or unincorporate, who being obliged to comply with
the provisiohs ofthis Act, fails to do so.

6.-(1) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in any law, a person
who holds office as a member of the Commission under this Act shall not be
qualified for any efective office or for election as a membher of any legislative
body. _

(2) Nothing shall preclude a member of the Commission from
resigning his appoiniment as a member of the Cominission at awy time for the
purposes of contesting for an elective olTice.

7.-(1) The Comumission shali meet for the conduct of its business at
such times, places and on such days as the chairman may appeint.

(2) The chairman shall preside at all meetings of the Cammission but.
if ke is absent from any meeting of the Commissionthe members present shall
elect one of their number to preside at that meetitg.

(3) During the chairman's absence om leave or il the chaimaa is
otherwise nofiavailable or iswnable to perfogm his functons, the Pres ident may
appoint any member of the Commission to act as chairman for any specified
period,

(4} The quorum fora meeting of the Commission shali be not less than
one third,of the total number of members of the Com.mission present at the

meating.
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(3) Questions put before the Commission at a meeting shall be
decided by consensus and, where this is not possible, by a majority of the
votes of the members presentand voting,

(6) The chairman shall in the case of an equality of votes have a
casting vote in addition to his deliberative vote.

(7) Subject to this section, the Commission shall have power (o
regulate its proceedings and may make standing orders with rés.pect to the
holding of meetings, the notice to be given, the procedure thereat, the
keeping of minutes of such proceedings and the custody and production for
inspection of suchminutes,

(8) The validity of any proceedings of the Commission shall not be
atfected by any vacancy in its membership or any defect in the appointment
of a member or by reasen that a person not entitled to:do so took part in the
proceedings.

8.-(1) The Commission may appeint one o more committees to
carry out onbehalf of the Commission any of its functionsunder this Act.

{2y A committee appointed by the Commission under this section
shalt consist of such number of persons as may be determined by the
Conumission.

PART TFf - STAFF OF THE COMMISSION

9.-(1) There shall ke a sectetary to the Commission who shatk:

(a} have such qualifications and experience as are appropriate for a
person required to perform the functions olhis office under this Act; and

(b)be appointed by the President,

(2} Subject to the general direction of the Chairman, the Sccretary
shall: |

(a}be responsible for keeping proper records of the proceedings of
the Commission; and

(b) be the head of the Commission's secretariat and be responsible

for the administration thereof and the direction and contro! of all other

Commillecs of
the Cemmission

Secretary to the
Commission and
other stafT
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employees of the Commission with the approval ofthe chairman.
- (3) The chairman 'sha][irhavc power to appoint either directly or on
secondment from any Public Service in the Federation, such number of
employees as may, in the opinion of the Chairman, be required to assist the
Con-lmissiorn in the discharge of any of its functions under this Act and shall
have pawer to pay persons so employed such remuncration {including
allowances) as the chairman may, after consultation with the Federal Ministry
or Department of Establishment, determine. _

(4) Nothing in subsection (3) of this section,.shall preclude the
Chairman from appointing persons outside the Federal or State Public Service,
whenever it deems ltnecessuyto doso. .

(5) All employees of the: C‘ummlssmn appointed pursuant fto
subsections (3) and (4) of this section, excluding such as are appointed on a
temporary basis for an honorarium, shall have the same rights and obligations
as the members ofthe Public Service defined by section 24 of the Pensions Act,

[Cap, P4}
" PART IV - FINANCIAL PROVISIONS |

10. There shall be established and maintained by the Commission a
fundinto which shall be paid and credited: '_7&* Y

(a) the anmual subvention received frOm the Federal Go@ﬁrmhent

{b) such money as may, from- tlme to tlmc be lent, deposited with or
gr dnted to the Comimission by) thn, Government; :

{c)all fees and charg’es forservices rendered'i')& the Commission; and

(d) all other sums which may,rfron_l tim,é {o lime, accrue to the
Commission. _ '

| (2) The Commission may, from time to time, apply the funds at its
disposal:

(a) to the cost of the administration of the Commission and for the
purposes of any research being undertaken by the Commission;

(b) to the payment of fees, allowances and expenses of members of
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the Comm ission or of any committee setup by-the Commission;

(c) to the paymént of the salaries, allowances and béenefits of
officers and servants of the Commission; ;

(d) for the maintenance of any property vested in the Connnission
orunder its administration; and

(&) for and in connection with all or any of the functions af the
Commission underthis Act or any other written law.

11.-(1) The Commission may accept gifts of land, money or other
property upou such terms and conditions, if any, as r-nay be specified by the
person ororganisation malking the gift.

(2} The Commission shall not accepl any gift if the condition
attached by the person or organisation making the gift are inconsistent with
the functions of the Commission under this Act,

12.-(1) The Commission shall cause to be prepared not later than
30 September in each year an estimate of the-expenditure and income of the
Commission during the ;lext. sueceeding year azd when prepared, they shall
be submitted ta the President.

{2) The Cﬁnmﬁ'ssien shall eanse to be kept-proper accounts of the
Commissien and proper records in relation thereto and when certified by the
Commission, the accowmts shall be audited by awditors appointed by the
Commission from the [ist and in aceordance with the guidelines supplied by

thie Audxi{sr—General forthe Fedaranon

13. The Commission shall not later [han 1hree months before the -

end of cach year, submit fo the Premdent a report on the actwmes and the

administration of the Commission during the Immedlately prcc;.dmg yeﬂr

and shall include in such reports aud1ted accounts 6{" 111é f‘emm:ssmn ‘1[](1 P

the auditor's report thereon.

PARTV Qm:cs
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1 public by any person except if it is duly authorised by the chairman of the
2 Commission.

3 (2) Any person who conlravenes the provisions of subsection (1) of
4 this section is guilty ofan offence under f.hfs Act,

5 (3) Any person, body corporate or unincorporale who:

6 (a) required to furnish any information to the Commission under this
7 Act but fails to do so or in purported compliance with such requircment to
8 furnish information knowingly or recklessly makes any statement which is
9 false in any material particular or is incomplete or inaccurate; or

10 (b) fails, refuses or neglects to comply with any dicective given by the
11 Commission pu-rsuant to ary provision ofthis Act; or 7

12 (c} being subject to the provisions ol this Act fails, refuses or neglects
13 toapply the principle of federal character in any area or activity within the time .
14 frame set by the Commission; or

15 (d) willfully obstructs, interferes with, assaults oi‘ resists any meniber
16 of the Commission or any other officer or servanl of the Commission in the
17  performance ofhis duty under this Act; or

18 (e) aids, invites, induces or abets any other person to obstruct,
19 interfere with, agssault or resist arty such member of the Commission, ofticer or
20 servantofthe Commission in the discharge ofhis lawfu! activity under this Act;
21 (f) fails to produce a clear criteria and comprehensive guidelines on
22 the procedure for determining eligibility for employment and the provisions of
23 services, goods and socio-cconomic amenities in Nigeria, is guilty of an
24 offenceunderthisAct.

25 (4) Any person who s fou.nd guilty of abuse of office in the
26 abservance ofan;/ matterunderthis Act, is guilty of an offence.

Penalties - 27 15,-(1) Any person who commits an offence under section 14 of this
28 Actis liable on convic.tion to a fine of N500,000 or to imprisonment for a term
29  ofsixmonths orto both such fine and imprisonment.

30 (2y Where an offence under this section is committed by a corporate
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body, any of iis dft‘eclot'g, managers, officers, employees or partners,
recklessly, negligently, willfully acquiesces in Izhé commmission of the
offence shall jointly and severally be guilty of the offence and Hable on
conviction (o a fine of N 100,000 in the case of the corporate body orta a fine
of N500,000 in the casc of indivicuat.

(3) Any person, or body corporaie or umincorporate who is n
persistent breach of the provisions of this Act is guilty of an effence and
liable (mzconviction to a fine of N580, 000 for every dayr the offence is
committed notwithstanding the fine of NI1860,600 specitied in subsection
{ l-‘)-o'l“ thig section and in the case of an individual or staff of Stlbii b@d‘y,; by
imprisonment for a term of two years withewt an optionefa fine,

16, Subject to the Constitution, where any provision of this Act is
inconsistent with the provisions of any other law or epactment, the
provisions of this Aet shatl 1o the extent of that inconsisteney prevail.

PArT VT - MISCELLANEOUS

17.-(1) The Commission miay make regubations gcneml“iy for the
purpase ofthis Act. | '

- (2) Without prejudice to the generafity of subsection I} of this
section the provisions of the regulat iéns mity ineiude et shattnot be linvited
to the following;: |

{a) the proceedings ofthe Commiss ion;

(b) the setting up of committees and their ﬁmc:itifons;

(c) the appointmeit of consullants, professionals, cic.;

(cf) the slructure of lheiCc}mm ission;

(e) the keeging of records;

(I :'. requh{in'g the | preparation of ahm-aran(; -a‘ccaumts, audit and
es'["imate‘s; : o ‘
o (g) the'a-_bﬁéé Qf&fﬁce; |
{(h)io Su‘aiﬁﬁ n ;i"i)ersgné'm appeag belbré the Ccmm issin-s_r.:‘

(i) the subimission ol complaints Lo the Commaission;

B T
wilthi sty Lo

W prolitioms
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i (i) the pro fonma forms for submission of returns and other
2 iimfonsmation nequircd wder this Act; and (k) powers of the Commission 1o
3 diefinean bdivene ola State.

lriisliafiun el 18, The Federal High Court shall have power 1o t-ly offences under
5 dhisAet. '

ihitayprltion ) - 19, Tmilhis Act, omless the coniext otherwise requires:
7 "Commission" mmns lie Foreien Service Commission established by seclion
8 loilhisAct -
9 "Constitmion” means the Constittion of the Federal Republic of Nigeria
o 1999;
1 "chainmgzn” aeans the chaiman of the Cmﬁmissi@n' appointed pursuanf to
12 sectiem 21 )(a)olthisAct; |
I3 wections” inchudes powers snd duties;
14 e meemns amemiber of The Commission and includes the chairman;
15 “oihorantegrises™ meaos ne-govennmental enterprises;
16 pulbllic company” has (he meaning assigned to it under section 24 of the
17 Companicsand Alied Maters Act;
1% "President™ means the President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria;
19 "“Seontary” mseans the scorctary of the Commission appointed pursuant Lo
0 sootionyelibke Act.

Shortiifle 2 76. Tiis Bill may be cited as the Foreign Service Commission
22 (Establidhment, ete.) Bl 2021,

Fxri ANATORY MEMORANDUM
Tinis Bitll secks to establish the Niperia Foreign Scrvice Cominission with
responsibility to promaote, monitor and enforee the basis for Nigeria's national

atkentesitabnoad.



