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ABILL
FOR

AN ACT To BESTABLISH ThE ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AND Ronorics
RESEARCH REGULATORY AGENCY AND FOR RELATED MATTIRS
Sponsored by fon, Unpime Idem
[ 1 Commencement

BE IT BNACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria as follows:

L-(1) There is established an Ageney o be known as the Artilicial Establishment
Inteltigence and Robotics Research Regulatory Agency (in this Bill referred ﬁilﬁ!hl?clfvidu' and

. Rohotics Research

Lo as"the Agcncy") Reguiatory Agency

(2) The Agency-
(a) Shall be a corporate body with perpetual succession and a
common seal:
(bjMay sue and be sued jn its corporate name: and _
(¢) May acquire, hold or dispose of any movable or immovapie
property forthe purpose of its functions underthis Bil!.
(3}The headquartcrs of the Ageney shal I. be located in the Federal
Capital Territory, Abuja.
2.-(1) There shall be established for the Agency a Governing  Reabiishment
ol the Governing
Council (hereinafier referred to as "the Council"y which shall be responsible  Council

forrunning the affairs ofthe Agency.

(2) The Governing Council shall consistof- Compasition of
: . the Governing
(a) A part-time Chalrman; Councii

(b)the Secretary to the Governmentofihe Federation:

(¢) Representative ofthe Minister of Science and Technology;
(d) Representative of the Minister of Finance;

{c)the Governor ofthe Central Ban kofNigeria:

(f) one person cach from the six geopolitical zones of Nigeria who
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shall cach have cognate cxpericnee and expertise in law, business
administration, engincering, ecanomics or public administration and bwo of
whom shall be women; and

(g) the Dircctor-General of the Agency.

(3) The Chairman and members of the Council other than ex-officio
member shall be:

(a) appointed by the President subjectio con {irmation by the Senate;

{b) persons of proven integrity, and ability: anﬂ

(c) part-time members.

{4 The Chairman and members of the Agency, other than ex-oilicio
members, shall be appointed by the President subject 1o con firmation by the
Senatc.

{(5) The supplementary provisions set out in the Schedule to-t_l_)iis Bill
shall have effect with respect to the proceedings of the Council and the other
matiers mentioned therein, ' |

3. The Chairman and other members of the Agency, other than ex-
ofticio members shail cach hold ofTice-

(a) for a term of 4 years in the (irst instance and may be re-appointed

"fora further term of 4 years; and

{b) on such terms and conditions as may be specilied in his letler of

- appointment.

4. Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 2 of this Bill, a member
ofthe Council shall cease to hold office as.a member ol ihe Board if-

(a) he resigns his appointment as a member of the Board by notice,

_ underhis hand, addressed lo the President;

(b)he beecomes of unsound mind;

(¢) he becomes bankruptor makes a compromise with his crcditérs;

(<) he is convicted of a felony or of any offence involving dishonesly
or corruption,

{e) he becomes incapable of carrying out the functions of his office
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cither arising from an infirmity ofmind or body; or

() the President is satisficd that it is not in the interest of the
Ageney or in the interestof the public for the person to continue in office and
the President removes him from office,

(2 Where a vacancy oceurs in the membership of the Board, i
shall be filled by the appointment of a successor to hold office for the
venminder of the term of office of his predeeessor, so however that the
successorshall represent the same interest as his predecesser.

5, -Amember ofthe Board who is directly or adirectly inlcrested ia
a transaction with the Agency or a transaction which the Ageney i3 required
by thisBillto approve, shall disclose the interest ata meeting of the Council.

6. The Chairman and members of the Ageney other than ex-oiTicio
members shall be paid such emoluments, allowances and benefits as may be
recommended by the Reventic Mobilization Allocation and FF iscal Agency.

7. The Agency shall have Powers to:

(a) provide the general policy guidelines relating to the functions
ofthe Agency;

(b) manage and su pcrim.c_J_ld the policies of the Agency;

(¢) subject to the provisions of this Bilt, make, alter and reveke
rules and regulations for carrying on the functions of the Ageney:

(d) determine the terms and conditions ol service ol the cmployees
of the Agency;

(e) fix the remuncration, allowances and benefits of the stafl and
employees of the Agency in consultation with the National Salaries, Incotne
and Wages A gency; and

(D do such o‘thcrthings which in its opi ni()ﬁ are necessary Lo cnsure
the efficient performance ofthe functions ofthe Agency under this 13ill,

8. The Objectives (T)/I’llllc Agency shall be:

(a) To facilitate artificial intelligence development for cconomic . .

benefits in the Country? . -
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(h) creation of policy and legal framework to accelerate deployment
of all technologies and guaranics National security, citizens' safety and job
security;

(¢) make recommendations for specific government, industry and
rescarch programs;

(d) Shall take institutional reform processes needed to work with the
organizational constraints of Artificial Intelligence and Robotics Research;

() To ensure that such fund and resources as generated are used for
the purpose with which it was intended and not wasted by inadvertent
administrative errors orimistakes;

(f) Complementary long-term, flexible and "hand-on” ai¢ modalilics
and instruments have been rcquir.cd to address institutional blockages;

(g) ensurce efficient exccution of any agreement or memorandum of
understanding entered into between agencics, government and international
partners;

(h) ensure compliance with the provisions of this Bill; and

(i) perform such other duties as may be directed by the President, from

time to time, and as arc nccessary or expedient to ensure the elficient

performance of the functions of the Agency under this Bill.

9, The areas of focus for the Ageney shall be:

(a) Manufacturing, [Fintech and FHealthcare;

{b)Agriculture, food processing and Education:

(¢) Retail/Customer Ingagement, luman and Robol
interaction/intelligent automation, Aid i'{_)r dilferently Abted and Accessibility
Technology;

(d) Eavironment, National Securitly, Enablers for Al Technology
development, Enablers for AT entrepreneurship, linablers for Al product

commercialization.

10.-(1) There shall be for the Agency, a Director-General who shall-



i
el

2021 Artificial Intelligence amd Robaotics Research Regulatory Age:_icjﬁ (Establishmen, etc,) Bill, 2021 C 2865 -

ee]

| B P8

(a) be appointed by the President subject to confirmation by the
Senate;

{b) be the chiel exceutive and accounting officer of theigcncy._

(c) be responsible for the cxecution of the policy’and clziy-to—dny
administration ofthe Agency, and L '

(d) be a member and the scerelary to the Ageney.

{2y The BGirector-General shall hold ofTice-

(a) foraterm of 4 years in the first instance and may bie l'eap'_pointcd
forafurtherterny . ¢ yoarg; and

{b) on such terms and conditions as may be specified in his lotler of

appointment.

(3) Netwithstanding the provisions of Subsection (2) of this.

section, the Director- General may-

(a) resign his appointment by a notice in writing under his hand,

addressed to the President through the Council; or

{b) be removed by the President for inability to discharge the |

functions of his olfice (whether arising from infirmity of mind er body or

any other cause) or for misconduct or corruption.

11. The Agency may, subject Lo the approval of the Board, appoint-

such other staif as it may decem ncccésary and expedicnt. [rom time to timd:-
Other staff of the A geney (a) for the proper and efficient performance of the
functions of the Agency; and (b) on such terms and conditions as may be
determined; from Lime to lime; by the Council,

12.-(1) The Agency shall be approved for the purpose ol The
Pensions Act, and accordingly, OmCCI‘S and employees of the Agency shall
be entitled to pensions, gratuities and other retirement benefils as arc
preseribed -under the Pengions Act. |

(2) Without prejudice to the provisions of subsection (1) of this
section, nothing in this Act shall prevent the appninilﬁcm of aperson to ;1:'13-/

office on Lerms and cenditions, which preclade the grant ol pension, gratuity
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or other retirement benefits in respectelthat ofTice,

(3) For the purposes of the application of the provisions of the
Pensions Act, any power exercisable by a Minister or other authority of the
Federal Government, other than the power to make regulations, under-Section
23 thereof, is hereby vested in and shall be exercisabie by the Council and not
by any other person or authority.

13. The Agency shall establish and maintain a fund to which shall be
paid- |

(s} grants from the Federal Government;

(b) gifts, foans, grant-in-aid from national, bilateral and muliilateral
organizations and agencies.

(d) rents, fees and other iternally gencrated revennes front the
services provided by the Agency; and

{e)all other sums accruing to the Agency, fron: time Lo time.

14. The Agency may, from time to time, apply the proceeds of the
Fund Agency, established under Section 12 ofthis Aet-

(a) to the cost of administration of the Agency;

M to the payment of the emoluments, allowances and benefits of
members of the Council and Tor reimbursing members of the Board or of any
commitice set up by the Board and lor such expenses as may be expressly
authorized by the Council;

{c) to the payment of the salaries, fees or other remuncration or
allowances, gratuitics and pensions, and other benefits payable to the stafT and
other employees of the A écncy, 50 however that no payment of any kind under
this paragraph (cxcept such as may be expressly authorized by the Council)
shall be madc to any person who is-inyreceipt of emolument from the
Government ofthe Federation or of a State;

{d) for the development and maintenance of any property vested in or

owned by the Agency; ]
tervoncral or

. il

{e) for maintaining gencral fAnancial rescrves sulfge
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-specific directives that may be given in that behalf by the President in

accordance with the provisions of this Act; and
(f) for and in conneetion with all or any of its functions under [his
Act.

15.-(1) The Agency shall, not fater than ‘%Oth Scptember in each

year, submit Lo the President an estimate of ils prcndilurc and incone’

(including payments to the Agency Fund) for the next succeeding vear
{2) The Agency shall keep proper accounts in respect ol each year

in refation to those accounts and shall cause its accounts

and proper sacorts
to be audited within six months afier the end of cach year by. auditors
appeinted from the lists and in accordance with the guidelines supplicd by
the Auditor Generaiofthe Federation.

16.-(1) The Agency shall prepare and submil to the President not
later than 30th June in cach year a report in such form as the President may
dircet on the activitics of the Agency during the immediale preeeding year,
and shall include in the report a copy of the audited accounts of the Agency
for that year and Q[’thc; Auditer's report thereon, '

The Auditor General of the Federation shall tay a copy of the report and the
Auditor's report thereon before the National Assembly .80 soon aller the
receipt thereof. |

17.-(1} The Agency may accept gift of land, money or other
proﬁerty onsuch terms and conaitions, deemed lawlul Power to accepl gifts.

(2) The Agency shall not accepl any gift if the conditions attached
by the person or 01‘.";5,anizétiml making the gift arc inconsistent with the
functionsofthc A gctjdy under this Act. |

18. Subicct to the provisions of this /ct, the provisions ol the
Public Officers Protection Act shall apply in rclaiion to any suit instituted
against any member or officer oremployce ol the Agency.

Anotice, summons or other document required or authorized to be served on

the Agency under the provisions ol this Act or any other law or enactment

Annual Estimate
and Accounts

Annual Report

Power (o accept
gifls

Limitation of
suils against the
Ageny et
Cap 379 LIN
19490
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‘the Fund of the Agency:

may be served by delivering it to the Dircctor-General or by sending it by
registered post addressed (o the Director-Generalat the principal office of the
Agency.

(1) In any aclion or suil against the Ageney, no cxccution or

attachment of protesses in the nature thereof'shall be issued apainstthe Agency

unless not less tham three months' netice of the intention to execute or attach has
been given to the Agency.

{2) Any sum ofmonej/ which by the judgment of any court has been

awarded against the Agency shall, subject to any direction given by the court,

wherte no notice of appeal against the judgment has been given, be paid from

EX ' :

u

(3} A member of the Council, the Dircclor-General or any olficer or

employce of the Agency shall be indemnified out of the assets of the Ageney

~against any lability incurred by him in defending any proceeding, whether

civil er criminal, if the proceeding is brgught against him in his capacity as a

member, Director-General, officer or other etmployee of the Agency.
| .

19. The Prcsid;:n[ may give to the Agency such directives ofa general
nature or relating Directives by the generaily to maters of policy with regards
to the cxer'{:jsc of it or his functions under 1_[155'!2,‘/\01 as he (President) may
consider necessary and it shall be the duty of the Agency to comply with the
directives or calse them tobe compliediwith, ' ‘ "

20.-(1} The Agency may, with the approval of the Prcsi;icnt, mmake
such regulations as in its apinicn are ncccssal';ff‘%l' expedient for ‘givilz.g'i‘“uli
citeet to the provisions of this Act and for the due admidistration of its
provisions, ‘

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of subscetion (1) &f'this
seetion, the Council may issue guidelines to give full effeet to the provisions of
thisAct.

21.-(1) A member of the Council, the Direclor-General or any other

officer oremployee shall- o
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1 ) (a} not, for his personal gain, make use of any information which
2 has come to his knowledge in the exercise of his powers or is obained by
3 him in the ordinary course of his duty as a member of the Councilor as the
4 Director-General, officer or employee of the Agency:
3 (b) treat as-confidential any information which has come to bis
G knowledge in the exercise of his powers- or is obtained by i in he
7 berl~ ormance 0[’1; is ‘d‘utics under this Act; _
& {c) not disclosc any infornation referred to under paragraph: (b} of
9 fhis subsecti on, .cxccptas required by law
1o ' (2) Any person who contravenes 1.%;e.p-rwiximzs of subsection {1 }of
11 1his section commits an offence and shail on conviciion be liabic to a fine of
2 not less than N50,000 or imprisonment for a term not «:xa:w&ﬁngiz years or o
i3 bothsuch fine and im 1%1'isonmcnt.
14 . 22. In Lh‘isA?:t— Inlcrpresation Amenpre i
IS "Board" means the Governing Board of the. Agency esmhlﬁaﬂne-(ﬂ andler
16 Scction2 of this Act;
L7~ "Chairman” mecans the Chairman of the Governing Conncil of the Agency
18 appointed under Section 2 ofthis Act;
19 "Agency" means the Robotic Rescarch Regelatory Apency established
20 under Section 1 of'this Ac;t; 7
21 "Director-General" means the Dimclor@éﬁrﬂﬁi of the Agency appointed
22 under Section 10 of' this Act
23 "Member" means a member of the Governing Council of the Agency and
24 includes the Chairman; - '
25 "President” means the President of the F ederal Repuiblic of Nigeria;
26 Eixjol'i‘iﬁio" means the Attorney-General of the Federation, Minister of
27 Finance, Seeretary o the Government of the Federation and Governor of
28 Ccn@‘ra.l Bank:(')"!ig_\lljgc-ifih.
29 ‘ 23, 1!115 Bill may i)c cited as the Artificial Inteiligence and  gpm .
30 ‘ Robotics Rcseﬁ_r—ch Regulatory Ageney (l{slablishmem,gﬁg;}gBEIE_26)3;2i.

e
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SCHEDULE
PROCEEDINGS
PROCEED].NGS OF Tz BOARD SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS
RELATING TO THIE AGENCY |

I. Subject to this Act aﬁd Section 27 of the Interpretation Acl, the
Board shall have power Lo regulate its proceedings and may make standing
orders with respect fo the ho‘lding of its meetings, and those of the its
coinpmitices, notices {o be given, the keeping of minutes of its proceedings, the
cuslmly and production for inspection of such minutes and such other matters
asthe Agency may, from time to tim c, dcl‘e;‘lﬂiﬂ@.

2.—(1} There shall be at Jeast four ordinary. mectings of the Board in
every calendar year and subject thereto, th‘c Council shall mect whenever it is
covered by the Chairman, and if the Chairman is requested to do so by notice
given to him by not less than 3 other mcmbérs, he shall convene a meeting of
the Board to be held within 14 days from the ldate on which the notice was
siven; 7 7

(ii) Every mecting of the Board shall be presided over by the
Chairman and if the Chairman is unable to attend a particular meeting, the
members present at the meeting shall efect one of their number to preside at the '
mciz:ting.' .

3. The quorum of any meeting of the Council shall consist of the
Chairnmn.((}r in an appropriate case, the person presiding at the meeting
pursuant to paragraph 2 of this Schedule) and four other members.

"4 The Council shall meet forthe conduct of its business at such D [ai:cs

!

and on such days as the Chairman may appoint. - i 4

5. A question put before the Council at a meeting shall be .dccidc;'d by
consensas and whcre‘ this is not possible, by a majority of the votes of the
members presentand voting

6. The Chairman shall, in the case of an cquality of votes, have a

casting vote in addition to his deliberative vote.
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7. Where the Council seeks the advice ofany person on a particular

2 matter, the Council may invite that person to attend for such periods as it
3 thinks fit, but a person who is invited by virtue of this paragraph shall not be
4 -entitled to vote atany meeting ofthe Council and shall not count towards thie
5 qu.m'_um.
6 _ 8. The Councﬁ may appoint oric or more committees o carvy outon
7 bélm[f’ of the Couneil-such of iis finctions as the Board may determine pnd
8 report ommy matter with which the Council is concermed. _
9 | ‘ 9. Au)mnmlcc appointed under par agraph 8 of this S"chcdwic shal]
G- be presided over by a memiber of the C‘mmcul and consist of :,lz::h nunher of
u persons (nof necessarily all mcmbcrs of the Council) as may be detenmined
12 _ by the Board, and a person other than a member of the Counci! shall hold
13 office on the committee in accordance with the terms ofhis appoilﬁnmm.
14 _ 10. A decision of a-committee of the Board shall be of no efiect
15 until it is confirmed by the Council.
16 - H. The fixing of the seal of the Agéncy shail be authenticated by
17 the signature of the Chairman and the Director-General or the Dircctor-
I8  General and such other ‘persf;n authorized by the Council te act for that
19 purpose,
20 t2. The validity of any proceedings u[ the Board or #1s commitlecs
21 shall notbe affected by-
22 {a) any vacancy in the membership ol the Board or its commilice;
23 (b} rcason that a person not entitied to do so lnoﬁc part in fhe
24 procceding; or
25 (c) any defectin the appointment of a member.
26 15, Any member of the Board or committee thereof who has 5
27 - personal interest in-any contract or arrangement entered into or propesad 1o
28 be considered by the Councilor any committee thereof - o) shall forifawith
29 disclose his iﬁtcrcsl to the Council ar Committee; aﬂd b) shail niot vote on

30 any question relating to the contract or arrangement
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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
This Bill seeks to establish the Antificial Intelligence and Robotics T{cécarch
Regulatory Agency for coordinated regutation of Artificial I-mellig‘clnc'c and
Robotics Research for the purpose of'sirengihening their capacity to brom ote
cconomic fnvestment development, information technology, social

cngagement and development in the country.



