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A BILL

FOR

AN ACT TO ALTER THE CONSTITUTION OF THE FEDERA'L-J REPUBLIC ‘OF
NIGERIA, 1999 TC GUARANTEE THE INDEFENDENCE OF JUDICIAL OFFICERS
AND TO ENSURE A PROPER REMOVAL OF A JUDICIAL OFFICER; AND FOR
RELATED MATTERS
Sponsored by Hon. Onofiok Luke
Hon. Dederilse Hon. Shaba [brahim
Hon. Gbande Richard Hon. Mohammed Bio
Hon. Hassan Nalaraba Hon. Eghona Alex
Hon. Olarewaju Kunle Hon. Nsikak Ekong
Hon. Patrick Ifon
L]
ENACTED by the National Assembiy of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria as follows:
1. The Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 (in
this Bill referred to as "the Principal Act™) is alfered as set out in this Biil.
2.‘ Section 291 ofthe Principal Act is altered:
(2) in subsection (3} (a), by substituting for the words "fifteen
years” in line 1, the words "ten years™;
(b) in subsection (3) (b), by substituting for the words "fifteen
years" in lines | and 4, the words "ten years", respectively.
3. Section 292 ofthe Principal Act is further altered:
(a) in subsection (1) (b}, by inserting after subsectioﬁ (N (b):
“Provided that the address from the Senate or House of Assembly,
as the case may be, required under paragraph (a) of this subsection shalil be
accompanied with a memorandum from the National Judiciiﬂ Council
certifying that the judicial officer was accorded the right to fair h.ea'ring with

respect to the issue in question and that, in the opinion of the National
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Judicial Council, a prima facie case forremoval Gf[hejﬁd'icial officer has been
established against hin;"
(b) By inserting after stibsection (1), a new subsection “(1A}":
"Netwithstanding anything contained in this Constitution, no other
person or authority shall have the power to remove a judicial officer mentioned
in subsection (1) except as provided in the subsection (1)."

4. Section 295 ofthe Principal Actis deleted.

Lh

. This Bill may be cited as the Constitution of the Federal Republic
of Nigeria (Fifth Alteration) Bill, 2021,

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
This Bill seeks to alter the provisions of the Constitution of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria, 1999, to guarantce the independence of judicial officers

and to ensure a properremoval ofa judicial officer.



