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ABILL
FOR

AN ACT To ALTER THE PROVISIONS OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA, 1999 (wiTH THE ALTERATIONS) FOR THE
PROVISIONS OF MEASURES AND CONDITIONS; TO STRENGTHEN THE
LOCAL GOVERNMENT SYSTEM IN NIGERIA, AND FOR RELATED MATTERS
Sponsored by Hon. Paschul C. Obi
[ ] cemmencement

BE IT ENACTED by the National Assembly of ihe Federal
Repubhc of Nigeria as follows:

1. The Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1599 (in 1999 Constitution
this Bill referred to as the "Principal Act") is altered as set out in this Bill, Al.!emm"

2. Local Government System:

Section 7 Of The Constitution:

(1) The system of. logal ,govcxlnnent by délﬂ.ocratically elected
local government councils is under this Constitution guaranteed; and
accordingly, the Government of e\‘fg'ry state shall subject to section-gf this =
Counstitution, ensure- their existencé ﬁnder a Law which provides for the
estabi‘i-shment, strecture, composition, f"inance, and functions of such
councils. )

- (2) The person authorized by law to prescribe the area over which a
local government sﬁay exercise authority shall:
- (a)define such areaas clearly as practicable; and

(b) ensure, to the extent to which it may be reasonably juétiﬁable,
thatin deﬁning sucharea fega.rd is paidto: - |
B (i) the common interest of the Commumiy inthe area

(ii) tmdltlonal agsuciation of the commumty, )

(iiiy administrative qonveulen_cr_:.h Moo o T

(3) It shall be the duty of a local government council within the
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state to participate in economic planning and development of the area referred

to in subsection (2) of this éecﬁon and to this end, an cconomic planning board

shall be established by a Law enacted by the House of Assembly of the State.
(4) The Government of a State shall ensure, that every person who is

entit[ed to vote or be voted for act an election to a House of Assembly shall have

the right to vote or to be voted for at an election to a local government council.
(5) The functiohs to be conferred by Law upon"l_ocﬁl government

councils él_lfdll include those set out in the Fourth schedule to this constitution, |
(6) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution:

(a) The National Assembly shall make provisions for statutory

allocation of public revenue to local government councils in the Federation;

and

(b) The House of Assembly of a State shall make provisions for
statutory allocation of public revenue to local government councils within the
state.

PROPOSED ALTERATIONS TO SECTION 7 OF THE CONSTITUTION

Section 7:

(1) The system of focal government b.y democratically elected local
government councils is undér this Constitution guaranteed; and accordingly:
the Constitution forbids any form of care-taker or interim system for the
purpose of administering and managing the local govémnwnt cauncils in the
Federation of Nigeria”.

(Zj The pérson authorized by law io prescribe the area over which a
local government coLm.cil may exercise authority shall:

{aydefine sucharcaas clearly as practicable;

(b) ensure, to the extent to which it may be reasonably justifiable that
in défining such arca,_regard ig paic:?{ to:

(i) the cominon interest of the communitics in the area;

(if) traditional association of the communitiés inthearea;

(iii) Retained
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(iv) "ensure their existence under a Law which provides for their

establishment, structure, composition, finance, and functions of each

council,

(3) Retained

(4) "The rights of participations and qualifications for elections
into the local government councils shall be as guaranteed in this
Constitution, and shall remain for all adults of eighteen years and above as
voters; twenty-five years and above for councilors; and thirty years and
above for the position of a Chairman of'a local government council”,

{(5) Retained

(6) subject to the provisions of this Constitution:

{a)"The National Assembly shall make | . ..visions for statutory
allocation of public revenue to local government council: in the Federation:

Provided that such allocation of public .cvenue shall not be
released 1o such local government councils administered and managed
otherwise by a democratically elected system."

(b) the Fouse of Assembly of u State shall make provisions for
statutory allocation of public revenue to local government councils within
the State:

Provided that such allocation of public revenue shall not be
released to such [ocal government councils administered and managed
olherwise by a democratically elected system.

(c) "suchallocation of public revenue to local government councils
administered and managed otherwise by a democratically elected system by
a Governor of a State shall amount to gross misconduct with the attendant
constitutional actions by the House of Assembly of such a State."

3. This Bill may be cited as the Constitution of the Federal

Republic of Nigeria, 1999, (Alteration) Bill, 2021,

Citation
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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
This Bill seeks to alter Section 7 of the Constilution of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria, 1999 (with the Alterations) to provide for siringent measures and
democratic conditions for the administration and management of the local

governmentcouncils in Nigeria,



