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A BILL
FOR

AN ACT To ESTABLISH THE FEDERAL COLLEGE OF NURSING AND

/’

MIDWIFERY, IDEATO, IMO STATE; FOR THE TEACHING AND TRAINING OF

NURSES AND MIDWIVES AND OTHER CATEGORIES OF HEALTH WORKERS;

AND TO PROVIDE FOR A BOARD TO GOVERN THE INSTITUTION AND AN

ACADEMIC COMMITTEE TO TAKE CHARGE OF THE ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES
ANDARFAIRS AND FOR RELATED MATTERS

Sponsored by Hon. Paschal C. Obi
| [ ]
BE IT ENACTED by the National Assc: ly of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria as follows:

1L-(I) There shaﬂ be established at Ideato, lmo State, a teaching and

training institution fo be kﬁown as the Federal College of Nt[rsiﬁg and

' Midwifery (in this Bill referred to as the ;'College") which shall be a body

corporate under that name and subject to the provisions of this Bill, the

- coilege shall be charged with the general duty of providing:’

- (a) Nursing and Midwilery courses and programmes, standard or
special, designed for use in Nursing and Midwifery operations and
management as may from time to be prescribed under this Bill for approved
persons;

‘ (b) teaching of approved courses and persons on the performance,
operations and management as the case may be, of technical equipment the
2
use of which is calculated or likely to increase the margin of performance
and operational safety of the students and ofall health aclivities; '
(¢) training. of approved persons in standard or special programs
designed to inculcate professionalism in the practice of Nursing and
Midwifery and other related fields;

(d) equipment and 1leceséary facilities for technical research or
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normal use by approved persons at the college as may from time to time be
authorized by the Board underthis Bill,
[CAP NI43]

(2) Courses provided for the purposes of subsection (1) of this section
shall include the organization of incidental study groups and the delivery of
necessary series of lectures; and if approved, fees may be calculated and be
charged at such rate not exceeding the estimated cost of the course as may be
prescribed under this Bill, |

(3) Courses on teachings and trainings in standard or special shall be
of such a nature as to qualily the recipient or student or trainee to be registered
under the Nurses and Midwifery Act, Cap N143, Laws of the Federation of
Nigeria, and for qua]iﬁcaﬁons and registrations under similar Regulatory
Agencies or Bodies for other categories of Health workers or fields. '

{4) The coilcge as a body corporate shall have perpetual succession

¢ >minon seal which shall be Kept in the custody of the Provost of the

Co[l_‘(;:ge; and the college shall hold or acquire property, movable or immovable,
but shall not mortgage, charge or dispose of any property held by it over the
value of N {Om without the consent of the Min istef inwriling. -

2. The President on the advice and recommendation of the Minister,
shallappointa qualified and fit person as the Head of the college as its Provost;
and the Provost shall be rcsﬁénsible to the Board under this Bl for the day-to-
day administration and control of the college and shall perform such other
duties as may, from time Lo time, be préscribed under this Bill, '

.31y There shall be 2 Governing Board { in this Bill referred to as the
"Board") as members of the College charged with responsibility for the
organization, administration and policy making and planﬁing of the College;
and the Board shall consist ofthe following members:

(a)The Chairman;

(b) Six Persons broadly representative of the whole Federation that is

to say the six Geo-political zones of Nigeria;
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(¢)Two persons appointed to represent the consultant staff of the
College from s 'nnong their number;

{d) The I‘Cpl esentative of the Federal Ministry of Health;

(c) The repr esentatlve oflhe Federal Ministry, of BEducation:

() The Pr ovosl

(g) A representative of the Nursing and Midwifery Union of%'-the

" College.

(2) The Registrar ofthe Col]ege not bemg a mcmbcr of the Board,
shall serve as the Secretary of the Board and in h[S absence, the Deputy
Registrar slnll act as Sccretary at meetmgs but neither the Registrar serving
as the Secrelary nor hlS Deputy dctmg for him i ir that capacity shall have a
votein mcellugs of the Boald _ _ _

(3) The Minister may give to the Board « irections of a general
nature or rclcltmg gcnerdily to partlcuhr matii. o apn I in any event while it
continues to opez ate and ex1st no[ mconmstcntwn th the objects ofthe special
fund, or rof the excculmg, agency, and the Board shall comply with any such
dtrectlons given, by the Mmu,ter

(4) SUb_]C(.t o l:he provmom ofsubsecuon (3) of this section, the

(a) p:esm ibe the gencral pollcy of the col]egc in consultation with

the Provosl ofthe Col lcge and the teesto bc Chdl ged inrespect thereof’

()] reg,uld[e 1he orgdmzallon ancl m’ungcmcnt of the college; _

(c) p: LSCI‘lbe the duties ofthe Provost of the College and anyother
membem of siaff; _ _

(d) pr ()Vlde ior the appomtmenl promotion, d!Sl’n[SSdI and transfer
ofmembers ofstaffat the coI[cge ’md ror lhcnr salaries;

(e) make prowsmn for pensmn schemes for membu sofstalfofthe

(1‘) appl ove an nuai accounts dl]d eslnmlas

{g) asand when leqmred make any necessqry contract between the
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i college and any person not connected therewith; and

2 (k) submit annyal reports to the Minister,

3 (5) The provisions of the First schedule to this Bill shall have effect
4 withrespecttothe tenure of office of members of the Board and the Provost and
5 other matters thereto mentioned.

6 [First Schedule/

7 In this section "Staff includes personnel of the College other than those
8  employed by the executing agency or by the special fund, or by any other
9 approved foreign agency ororganization, -

10 4.-(1) The members of the Board shall hold office fora period of four
11 . years and renewable for a final term of four yeé&rs and no more save for the
12 membersundersection 3 ([} {d)(e) of this Bill,

13 (2) A member of the Board and the Provost, other than an ex- officio
14 member, shall be paid out such remunerations and allowances in accordance
15 with such terms and conditions as n;ay be Stipulated in their letters of
16 appointment.

17 S.-(1) In the event of the death or incapacity of the Chairman of the
18 - Board orif for any reason other than lap.sc of time, the office of the Chairman
19  becomes vacﬁnt, the President shall on the recommendation of the Minister,
20 appoint another person as the Chairman for the residue of the term of the
21 Chairman ofthe Board.

22 (2) The office of a member of the Board or the provost shall become
23 vacantift

24 (a) he resigns his office by netice in writing under his hand, addressed
25....-to the President through the Minister;

© 26, .. oi«{b)the period of his tenure has elapsed;

27, . tas(e)by the resolution ofthe Board;
.28 .+ . (d) that'hie has becoime unfit to continue as a member ol the Board by

..29 ¢ reason that the member has become incapable by reason of mental or bodily

30" infirmity to discharge his duties; or .
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1 (i) that he has been absent from three consecutive meetings of the

2 Board without the leave of the Board: or

3 (ii) he has been convicted of an offence involving dishonesty, fraud

4 ormoral tuépitua;. |

5 (3) Where the office of a member becomes vacant, another person

6 representing the same interest shall be appointed for the remainder of the

7 term for which the vacating member was appointed.

8 (4) Any member of the Board other than an ex-officio member

9 may, by notice to the Board, resign his appointment, |
‘10 6.~(1) There shall be established for the College, the Provost and Abpointinents

‘ of the Provost and

11 the Deputy Provost, the Registrar and the Deputy .Registrar, and other ﬁ\:plg::é ll:tr;‘;oasizd
12 categories of Staff, ety e}:;ﬂﬂ:sgrs
I3 (2) The Provost/Deputy and the Registrar/Deputy shall be of staft

14 4ppointed for a period of four years, renewable for a final term of four years.

15 (3) The Provost shall be appointed by the President on the

16 . recommendation of the Minister. | _ -

17 (4) The Registrar and Deputy shall be appointed by the Board on

18 the recommendation ofthe Provost.

19 (5) The College shall employ as many perso_nS as are required for

20 the administration and management of the College; and such persons so

21 employed shall be entitled fo such emolument, allowances terms and

22 - conditions as applicable in the Public Service of the Federation, including

23 pension and gratuity.

24 7.-(1) There shall be established for the College, certain numbers  Department and

] Units of the College

25 of departments and units for the reaiization of' the mandaies and purposes for

26 the establishment ofthe College. |

27 (2) Such numbers of departments and units shall be established by

28 the Board on the recommendation of the Provost or as applicable in similar

29 institutions in Nigeria or elsewhere.

30 (3} Such numbers of departments and units shall be headed by the
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personnel of the college, and their respective designations shall be determined
and approved by the Board. _ _

8.-(1) The Coliege, tlnough the Board shall be responsible for all
employments, appointments as well as the discipline ofall categories of staff.

(2) The Board in the exercise of its shtutony powers and functions

.under this Bill slnl[ pr ovide and prescrlbe the modalities, terms and conditions

for employments appomtments anddiscipline of‘sL'ﬂT

(3) Such employments or appointments l_naderunder this section shall
bein consonance with éxisting stanflards and.appm\}cd structures and systems
within the Public Service ofthe Federation.

(4) Nothing in [hlS Biil shail :nvahdate such actions by the Board or
any mgdn ofthe Co]]ege in the emp]oyments or appointments or discipline of

staff save for :nc01151stency with the provisions of the constitution of the

Federal Repubhc olegerla ]999 or such other en'lbhng enactments in the

Tederation
9.- (l)The funds of lhe Coliegc shall comprlse

(a) Money al!ocated to |t in each year by ihe Government of the

. Federatlon and while it contumes to operate and exist in Nigeria by the special

fund in such shares as may be ag,rced from ume to tnm
(b) Donallons and Submd:es
(c) Fees for teathlng and tr a:nlng lrom thc Coilcge _
(d) Momes from such othej SOUrces as may from time to time be
approvedbylheBoardon behalfoftheColIege _ _ _
(2) The Boald shall cause accounts o be kcpl 1t aI] times of the

income and expendtlure of the Co]fege and proper records in re[atlon to those

, accounls 'md the 1ccounts of the College s[nl] bc dudncd as 500n as may be
. after the end of [he financial ye’ar to whach the accounts |e['=tc by an auditor
appomted from the llst and in accordancu wnh 1he gmd{.hnes supplisd by the

Audllor~GeneraE tor Lhe I“eder'utlon

(3) The Board shall prepare and subm:t o thc MlﬂlStCl not htel than
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the last day of October in each and every year after the commencement of
this Bill an estimate of the expenditure and income during the next financial
year,

10.-(1} The Board shall in every year furnish half-yearly reports to
the Minister and while the special fund continues to operate in Nigeria, to
both the representatives of the executing agency and of the special fund, bn
the activities ofthe College, so however that the first of such reports shall be
furnished not {ater than 15 July, and subsequent reports as nearly as may be
on or after is" January and is" July in each year thereafter; and every report
shall be accompanied by a copy of the audited accounts of the College and 6f
thé repoit (ifany) by fhc auditor on the accounts as audited by him,

(2Y Copies of the report when made shal] be printed and submitied
to the President through the Minister.

I1. Members of the Board shall be paid such travelling and other
allowances at such rate as the Minister may, from time to time appro;\/e,-after
consultation with the Minister of the Government of the Fcﬂeration charged
with the responsibility for Finance, _ |

12.-(1) There shall be for the College a General Council consisting
of the Provost e;@?Chairman, the Deputy Provost, the Registrar, the Deputy
Registrar, the Heads of Departments’and Units and such other menibers as
the Board approQés ormay from time to time review and approve,

(2) Meetings of the General Council shall be convened by the
Provost as and when necessary, so however that the General Council shall
meet at least four times in each calendar year,

(3) It shall be the duty of the General Council fo make suggestions
to the Board relative to coglfses of instructions provided or to be provided by
the College, and to make recommendations to the Ministér through the

Bodrd for the holding of conferences and meetings at the College which

. members of the General Council consider suitable or necessary.

(4) The Board shall consider alt suggestions offered to it by the

Report of the
College in gach
year

Travelling
allowances, etc
lo Members of
the Beard

General Cuuni:i]
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General Council under subsection (3) of this section and shall give effect to
them as far as is practicable. ‘

(5) Members.attending a meeting of the General Council shall
nominate a chairman 1; the absence of the Provost or his Deputy for the
meetiH g and may regulate its own proceedings thereof, '

(6) The Registrar or in his absence, the Deputy Registrar shall attend

meetings of the General Council and provide any necessary assistance of a

secretarial nature and any person attending under this subsection may take part

in deliberations of the General Council, but shall not vote on any subject.

13.-(1) Service in the College shall be approved. service for the
purposés ofthe Pensions Act,

(2) The Federal Civil S(;,rvice Commission may by order published in
the Federal Gazette, declare that certain special cases of service in the College
shall be approved Service for the purposes of the Pension Act.

14.-(1) Where any act, matter or thing fails to be prescribed under this

Bill, any such act, matter or thing may be prescribed by regulations made on

behalf of the College by the Board.

(2) Regulations made under this section shall when approved by the

Minister be published in the Federal Gazette,

15. Itis declared for the avoidance of doubt, that where any person(s)
has/have before the commencement of this Bill been appoinied or have
purported to act under powers, howeVver conf erred, incidental to the acquisition
of land for or incidental to Lhe ergction, supervision or control of the College
hereby established, such peréon(s) shall be deemed always to have been
lawfully appointed.or to have validly exercised the powers, as the case may be,

16.-(1) Thc; President may after consultation with the executing
agency and of the special fund, prescribe a date not earlier than five years after
the Commen.pcmeht of th_is Bill for the preparations of a schedule (in this

section referred to as "the Transfer Schedule") of (he assets in Nigeria of the

special fund, and the Accountant-General of the Federation shall, when so
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directed and acting in'collaboration with the executing‘ agency, the special
fund and the Board, preparc the transfer schcdule accordmgly, and the
transfer schedule shall be certified to, by the persons so collaboratin g and a
copy ‘shall be supphed by the Provest of the Collegc throug,h the Ch'm nai
ot the Boardto the Mmlster

(2) On a day to be appointed by the Mll'l[bl(.‘l’ (heieuml Lcr in {Ius Bill
referred to-as "the appomled r ansf"ﬂr,day") the Collegershall h_gwc_and may

exercise administrative control on behalf of ‘the Government of the

" Federation-over all property shown in the transfer schedule and such assets

. shall vest in the College accor dmgly

(3) The provisions of the Second Schedute to Ihl‘; B:ll slnll have
effect with respect to any matter ansmg from the transfer by this section to
the College of the assets in Nigeria of the spééiél fund and with respect to the
other matters mentioned in that Schedule.

£7. Inthis Bill unless the context otherwise requires:

"Appointed transfer day" means the day appointed for the purpose of section

£6 of this Bill for the vesting of certain property of the special fund in the

Colicge;

"Approved" means approved by the Minister;

"Board" means the Goveming Board under section 3 of this Bill;

"College" means thé.Federal College oE‘Nurs,ing,and-Midwi fery established
under Scction | ofthis Bill; - , 7 :
"Exs;:gutiﬁg Ageney” mieans_such aulh‘briz‘edi body t}ndér li'{é Laws of-the
Federation of Nigeria, 2004 CAP. N 143; -

"Minister” means lhe Minister of the Government of the I‘edcrahon chargcd

with the responsibility for health; 7
"Prescribed" means Prescribed on behalf of the College with the approval of

the Minister'

"Provost" means the Provostofihe Col{ege

"Spécial Fund" means such fund or grants whlch the Govermncnl of the

Second Sthedule

Interpretations
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18. This Bill nny be cxtcd as lhe Federal College of NLIiSlI]g and
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7 | F mqr SCHLDUL
' Supplemem‘m yprowc.rom relating to the Boar d qualrf calions.
‘ : and tenire of office of menrbers
1D Sub;éct to the prowsnons of‘ thls' paragraph, a member of the

Board shall hold oﬂlce for such permd not cxwedmg, r four years as may be set

- out in the l_nstlumen-_[ Q_f appointment or lf he is & member by office or in a

representative capacity, he shafl be a member while he continues to hold that
particular office orbe the representative, asthe case may be.

(2) Any member of the Board who ceases to be.a member thereof, ifhe

" is also a member of a committee thereof, ccases to hold office on the

committee.

(3) Any member appomted by the Governmcnt ol the Federation may

" by notice .in wntmg under his hand addressed to the Presrdent through the

Nhn}su_.r and with hiq gonsent, resign his oﬂice, and any member appointed by
office or in represt:ntéﬁ?é-camcitylﬁay with the'consent ofthe person-or body
appomlmg him rcmgn hls ol‘hce by notice in wntmg, addressed to the President
thr ough the Mi 1mster ) - '

{(4) A person. who has ceased to be a member ot the Board shall be

ell“lble fi orre—appomtmem Y

- (3)1fforany rcason lhere isa ae'mon of offi ice by amemberand:

(a) such lmmbc.r w;n appmnled on bLh'lH 0[ the Government of the

'felhm ﬁt pcrson sha'-' be dppomled cither pcrmanently or

temporarily i in Ins ste'id lo be a membarof ihe Board and

(b) in any,oth : casc lhe vacancy sh'\II be filled by appomtment asthe

. clreurmtances mdy roqmre

- Pawers of the Board _

2 Unless mherWISe prescr:bcd by thls B!]] the Board sh'\ll power o



T 2021 Fedeml College ;of Norsiﬂg a.r;d’ deifery, Ii??é;:fo, Imo Sta!e {Es!., elc.) Bii!,".‘_ZDQI C 2595

do anything which in the opiniof of the: members is calculated to facilitate

2 _ 'lhe can’ymg onof the dctlvmes purposes and’ mandates ofthe Collcgc

3'-‘ P "ocee dmgs of the Boarc! ‘

4 -3 (I) Subicct 1o the prowsmns of lh:s Bill, the Board may, in fhe _
5 | name of the Col]eg,e makc standmg orde1 s roguldtmg the proceedings of the '
o College orofthe Board* andin the exercise ohts powers under this Bill, may

7 set outcomlmuces in thc gencral interest of the Coileg,e and make standing’

8 ordel 8 ﬂlelofor S _ L ‘

9 (2) Standmg orden; shall prowde: l‘or deus:ous taken (o be :
10 unanimous and accordmgly lhe Chairmat - shall havé a second vote
11 Standing orders’ made for a commmee shall prowde that the committee
12 leports back to lhe Boaid on any mfntter not wntlun ol within its compelence

13 under this Bill o docndc. '
i4 4. The quo Yuin of the Board shall bc ﬁve of whom one sha[l be the
15 representative of the executing agency or the-_specml fund; and the quorum

1 16 ofacommittee of the Board shall be fixed by tho:Boaro itself.

‘ 17 3.-(1) Subject to the provisions ofthi-s'-Bill -and any standing orders
18 of the Board, the Board shall ‘meet whcnevcn it is summoned by the
19 Chairman; and if the Chalrman is required to do so by notice given to him by
20 the Minister, he shall summon a meeting of tho Board to be held within seven
2l days from the date on which the notice was givou.

22 (2) At clll)’ meeting of the Board, the Chair man shall preside and if
23 heis not presmt one oftheirnu m bers to be chalrman for lhe meeting only.

24 (3) Where the Boal d desires to obtain the advice ofany expert on a
25 particular mater loilChing or concomi-ug tho Collcg-e the Board may co-opt
26 himas a member for such period as the Board thinks fi 1t but apersonwhoisa
27 member by virtue of lhls sub- paragraph shall not be entltlcd fo vole at any
28 - niecting of the Board and shallnotcount towards a quorum

29 , Comniiftees

30 6.-(1) The Board may appoint one or oiore committees to carry out
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-on behalfofthe B'o'ard such functions as the B‘bzﬁ'dmaydetermine, S

2y A wmmmec appointed under this. par‘lﬂr'\pbrshall ccnsxst of the
number of persons determmed by the Board. ©

3)A demslon of a committee Of{hb Board shalt be of o eﬂ'ect until it
is contu med by the Board. - i

Miscellaneous

7.-(1) theﬁking ofthe seal of the College shall be authenticated by the
signature of the Board or of the Provost if authbrizcld by the Board for that
purpose.

(2)Any contract or instrument which ifmade or executed by a person
not being a body corporate, would not be required to be under seal, méy be
made or executed on behalf of the College by any person generally or specially
authorized to act for that pLir;;OSG by the Board.

(3) Any document purporting to be a document duly executed under
the seal of the college shall be received in evidence and shall, unless the
contrary is proved, be deemed to be so executed. ’

8. The validity of any proceedings of the Board shall not be affected
by any defect in the appointment of a member of the Board or of a person to
serve on the committee, or by reason that a person not entitled to do so took part
in the proceedings. |

9. Any member of the Board and any person holding office on a

-committee who has a personal interest in any contract or arrangement entered

into or proposed to be considered by the Board on behalf of the College or a
committee thereof shalt forthwith disclose his interest to the Minister in the
case bl the College ot to the Chairman of the Roard as the case may be, and
shall not vote on any qucsl:on relating tothe conu act or ar mn;:,ement

; RN A peison shall not by reason only orhﬂ membership of the Board

be f ealcd as holdlug an office ofemolument in the Fedei ation or of a State.
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SECOND SCHEDULE - - S
{Section 16(3)]

TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS AS TO PR-OPERTY .ETC. -

1.<(1) Every agreement to which the éxecming_agen-qy or the

special fund under this Bill was a part immediately before the %ilppo'inted

" transfer date, whether in writing or not and whether or not of such a nature

that the rights, liabilities and obligations hereunder could be assigned by the
said executing agency shall, unless its terms or subject matter make it
impossible that it should have effect as modified in the manner provided by
this sub-paragraph, have effect from the appointed transfer day or date, so
far as it relates to property transferred by this Bill to the College as if:

(a) The college has been a party to the agreement on beha.lf of the
Government of the Federation; )

(b) F or any reference (however worded and whether express or
implied) to the said executing agency or 1o t‘h‘é:'sbéfcia'i'*[’und there weére
substituted, in respect oF anything Failing to be doné on or after the appointéd
day or date, are l’ereﬁce to the College,

(2) Other documents which refer, whether spe

the executing agency or to the special fund shatl be construed in accordance”

with sub-paragrap-h (1) of this paragfaph so faras applicable.

2. Without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing provisions

of this Schedule; where by the operation of any of them or of section 16 of

this Bill, any right, liability or obligation vests in the College, the College
and all other person.s shall, as from the appointed transfer day or date, have
the.same rights, powers and remedies (and in particular, the same ri ghts asto
the taking or resisting of legal proceedings or the making or resisting of
aﬁplicatiohs to any authority) for ascertaining, pe_rf'e.cting or enforcing thaf
right, liability or obligation as they wouldhave had if it had at all times been
aright, liability or oBIigation of the Cb-llege,..?-'

3. Any application to any authority pending on the appointed

a
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transfer day or date by or against the executmg dgency under th:s Blll and
relatmg to property transferred by thls Bill may be contumf:d on or after that
day or date by or against the Collegc

- 4, Ifthe law in force at the place where any property trans['erred by

this Bl]l is suuated provides fo[ the registration of transfers of property of the

Kkind in questlon {whether by reference to an mstrument of tr'msfcr or

othenwuse? the law shall %0 far it provtdes for '1]te|at|ous oFa reyster(but not
for avmdance of transfers, the payment of fees or any other mattet) apply with

the necéssary - modz[lcatlons to the transﬂ,r of the p'roperty aforesaid; and it

' shall be the duiy of the Plovost to furnish the ncccssary p'lruculars of the

transfer to the proper officer of the registration authonty, and of that off"cm to

reglste: the trdnsfcr acccndmg[y, and notwithstanding thc dlsclosure ofa lrust

_ EXPLANATOR\’ MEMORANDUM

Thls B:ll seeks to establish the Federa[ College of Nursmg and MldWlfeI'y,

i_cleato, Imo State, to provude for the organizational framework in

administration and control.



