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A BILL
FOR

ANACTTO PROVID:: A LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR THE ESTABLISthNT OF
NATEONAL ROOTS AND TUBERS PRODUCTION, PROCESSING AND
RESEARCH INSTITUTE,_Z!NG, TARABA STATEAND FOR RELATED MATTERS,
2021 | _
Sponsored by Hon. Kasimu Bello Maigari
L]
ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria as follows-

PART [ - ESTABLISHMENT OF NATIONAL ROOTS AND TUBERS
PRODUCTION, PROCESSING AND RESEARCH INST!TUTE, ZING, TARABA
STATE AND GOVERNING BOARD.

L.-(1} There is hereby established the National Roots'_and Tubers

Production, Processing and Research Institute, Zing, Taraba State (in this

Bilireferred to as the "Institute").
(2) The Institute:

(a) Shall be a corporate body with perpetual succession a Comman

seal;

(b) may sue and be sued in its corporate name; and

{¢) may for the purposes of performance of its functions under this

BiR, acquire, hold movable or immovabie property and enter into contract or
any other transaction for the pufposes of carrying outany ofits functions.

2. The functions of the Institute shall be to

(a) To conduct research into the genetic 1mproveme"1t production,
processing, storage and socio-economy of Roots and Tubers crops of
economic importance. These Roots and Tuber crops includes- Yam,
Cassava, Potato, Sweet Potato, Hausa Potato and Cocoyan;

(k) Assist into research of the system of massive productions of
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these varicties above, so that Nigefia can achieve self sufficiency in 1[16523
Roctsand 'I‘uﬁer crops; |

- () .As.sist in the transfer, adaptation and utitization of the end results
of rescarches 1o get to the appropriate and relevant farmers, for the rapid
agriculiral and Sl')C{O-L“COﬂGl]liC growth of Nigeria:

(d) Carry out appropriale rescarch to ensure compliance with

standards and Spcciﬁcations designated by the Institute and approved by other

regulatory authoritics in Nigeria for effective contro! of | quéiii;v 0[’Ro‘o!s and
Tuber food crops; |
. £e) identify indigenous Lcclmo‘.dgies in the arca of Root and tuber
creps food processing and develop them into modern technologics;
(1) Fstablish and equip research and development laboratories with
refevant fctlines in the Institute;
. {g) Liaise with relevant establishments within and outside Nigerié in
pursuanee of the functions of the Listiate:
(h) Establish and operaie World class taboratories and workshop as
centres of excellence for cutling edge research in Tuber crops research:
(i) Establish demonstration centres to ensure rapid commercialization

of its rescarch as well as providing necessary avenues for training and re-

training especially for Students of agricultural stedies in tertiary@m-sﬁigﬁ@:ﬂé:‘a

.

fearning; 7
(f) Encourage and promote the commercialization of research and
development innovation resuits through patents in conjunction with the
National Office for Technology Acquisition and promotion (NOT AP);
{k} Establish and operate Staie Offices for effective delivery and
deployment ofits research results éspccially intheNorth East Zone of Nigeria;

(1) Provide technical consultancy services for revente generation and

for quality control; -

(m) Coltaborate with relevant bodies, especiatly tertiary institutions

to develop curricula or modules for appropriate know!edgcﬁtransfer and
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. training progranimes with a view of diploma awars;
2 (n) fﬁ.'ch'i;cvc ahighresearch and development out-put and revenug; |
3 (0) Become a member of any relevant international Scientific
4 bodies; '
5 ) Pubﬁsi_ircscai'ch results of its activities and eallaborate with
G educatim.ml institutions and other relevant government- Instiutes, |
7 organizations, agencies, Councils and industrics in rescarch and;
8 {q) Carry out other activities as are necessary or expedient for the
performance of its functions under this Bill,
) 3. There is established a Governing Board (hereinalier in this Bill 7 Establishmernt
of the Governing
11 referred to as "the Board"} which shall formuiate policy for the Institute. - S:;?iﬁxi“hc
iz 4.-(1) The Institute shall consist of: cOunposiiion of
: ) the Governing
13 (@) A Chairman, appointed: by the President with requisite  of the Institute
14 knowledge and experience in matiers relating to global agricultural research
15 and devetopmern;
16 (b)-T_'hc Minister charged with the responsibility for Science and
17 . Technology orhis rcpres’énmiive;
i8 ‘(c) The Minister cimi‘g_cd with responsibility for agriculture and
19 Rural Development or his represeniaiive;
20 {d) Arepresentative of'the Nigeria Academy of Science;
21 ‘ {e} Arepresentative ofthe Nutrition Society of Nigeria (NSN);
22 (f} A representative of the Nigerian Institute of Foods, Science and
23 ' -'I'E:chnology(NlFST);
24 {g) One representative each from ‘the Six Geopolitical Zones,
- 25 appointed by ihe Presideni on the recommendation of the Minister for
26 Agriculiure and Rural Development,
27 | {h) A person appointed by the President on the recommendation of
28  the Minister to represent the Civii Society organizations; and

29 (i) The Dircctor-General of the Institute who shail be the Board's

30 Secretary.
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(2) The supplementary provision set out in the First Schedule to this
Bill shall have effect with regard to the pfoceédings of the Board and other
matters contained in the Schedule.

5.-(1) The Chairman of the Board shall hold office for a term of four

yéars and may be eligible for re-appointment for another term of four years and

nomore.

{2)a member of the Board who is not an ex-officio member shall hold
office for a term of four years and may be eligible for re-appointment for
another term of four years and no more.

6. The Chairman and other membeis of the Board shall be paid such
allowances and expenses in accordance with such rates as may be approved by
the Federal Government of Nigeria from time to time.

7.-(}) Whenit éppears that the Chairman or any member ofthe Board,
other than an ex-officio member should be removed from office on the grounds
of misconduct or inability to perform the functions ofhis office, the Board shall
make arecommendation throﬁgh the Minister to the President for approval.

(2) where the President, after making such inguiries as he considers
necessary, approves the recommendation made through the Minister by the
Board, the Secretary to the Government of the Federation shall, in writing
declare the position vacant.

(3) notwithstanding the provision of subsection (1) of this section, the
President may remove any member of the Governing Board, where he is
satisfied that itis in the interest of the Institute and the pubiié tadoso. .

8 A member of the Governing Board other than an ex-officio
member may at any time by notice in writiﬁg addressed to the President
through the Minister, resign from being a member of the Board of the Institute.

9. Notwithstanding the provisions of Séction 4 of this Bill, a member
ofthe Board ceases to hold office as amember, where:

(a) He resigns= h‘is appointment as a member of the Board by notice

under his hand addressed,t-o the President ofthe Federal Republicof Nigeria;
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)

(b) He becomes of unsound mind;

(¢) He becomes bankrupt;

(d) He is convicted of a felony or any other offence involving
dishonesty or corruption;

(e) He becomes incapable of performing the functions of his office,
gither arising from infirmity of mind or body;

(f) The President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria is satisfied that
it is not in the interest of the Institute or in the interest of the public for the
personto continue in ofTice;

(g) He has been found guilty under the Code of Conduct or serious
misconduct inrelation to his duties; or

(h) In the case of a person who becomes a member by virtue of the
office he occupies ceases to hold such office;

10. 1In the event of death or resignation by a member of the
Governing Board or where the office of a member of the Board becomes

vacant under section (3) of this Bill, a replacement shall be appointed by the

"President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

PART 1T - POWERS AND FUNCTIONS OF THE BOARD OF THE INSTITUTE

11. The Board shall have powers to:

(a) Formulate policies and ratify short and long term plans of the
Institute;

(b) Ratify the annual budget and estimates of the Institute in line
with approval granted by the National Assembly in the Appropriation Act;

(c) Approve research and Academic pragrammes of the Institute

{d) Appfove investment plan of the Institute;

(¢) Consider and approve the capital devclopmcnt plans of the
Institute;

(f) Receive and consider proposals, recommendations and
suggestions of the Director-General or any Committee of the Governing

Board on matters relating to the functions of the Tnstitute under this Bill;

Filling of vacancies

Powers of the
Board
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{g) Constitute any Committee that may be necessary to discharge any
of the functions assigned to it under this Bill;

(h) Attract funds by way of donations and contributions to the
Institute and putin place mechanisms for collection and utilization of funds;

(i) Invest surplus funds of the Institute in profit-yielding ventures; and

() Carry c:ut 6:’ exercise any other powers that may be necessary for
the attainment of the objects of'this Bill,

12.-(1) The Institute shall have:

{a} Its headquarters in Zin g, Taraba State.

{b) Liaison office or Directorate in Abuja; and

-{c) State offices in the remaining five states of the North East Zone of
Nigeriawhich include:

(1) Bauchi State;

{2) Borno State;

(3) Adamawa State;

(4) Gombe State;

{5) Yobe State.

(2) The Institute shall Operate a departimenial structure with
directorate or any other structure .as may be considered necessary for the
performance of its functions and delivery of its services under this Bili.

(3) The head of the Research Directorate shall be designated as head
ef Departiment and headed by a Director.

(4) The head of Research Department shall hold office for 2 years in
the first instance and renewable for another 3 years and no more.

(5) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (3) of this Seciion,
in the absence of a Director of head of the Research Directorate, the most
Senior Research Officer may be -appointed in acting capacity on the
recommendation ofthe Director- General of the Tnstitute to the Board.

{6) A Department shall have 1o more than five divisions, with ezch

division headed by a Deputy Director and a division may consists of Sections,
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1 headed by Chief Research or Scientific Officer and a Section may also be
2 composed of units for effectiveness.
3 (7) State Offices shall be headed by a State Office Coordinator.
4 PART IV - APPOINTMENT OF THE DIRECTOR- GENERAL AND OTHER
5 STAFF OF THE INSTITUTE
G 13.-(1) There shall be appeinted for the Institute a Director-  Appointment of
the Director-General
7 General, who shall be the Chief Executive Officer and Accounting Officer  of the Institute
g ofthe Institute,
9 {2) The Director-General shall be:
10 (a) Appointed by the President on the recommendation of the
11 Minister;
12 (b) Responsible to the Board for the management of the affairs of
I3 the Institute; .
14 (c) Responsible for the execution of the policy and day to day
15 Administration of'the affairs of the Institute;
16 (d) Entitled to earn a remuneration and allowances as may be
17 Specified in his letter of appoiniment;
18 (e) A person with cognate experience and Skills of nof less than 15
19 years post-doctoral qualification and or 25 years post qualification as a
20 professional in all fields of A gricultural Science that relates to the operations
21 ofthe Institute or other criteria as may be specified;
22 (£) Hold office for a term of four years at the first instance and
23 eligible for re-appointment for another term of four years on such terms and
24 conditions as may be specified in his letter of appointment and no more; and
25 (g) Shall be the Secretary to the Institute and the Gaverning Board,
26 but not a member of the Board.
27 14, The Director- General shall: ' The duties of
the Director-General
28 {a) Prepare the minutes of meetings of the Governing Board and of the Inslitute
29 any of'its Comunittees;
30 (b) Keepand secure allrecords of the Governing Board;
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(¢) Issue notice of meetings of the Governing Board as may be

directed by the Chairman:

(d) Be responsible for the implementations of the resolutions of the
Governing Board;

(e) Coordinates the preparation of income and expenditure, estimates
and development plans for the Governing Board's consideration;

(f) Have custody of the seal ofthe Institute;

(g) Perform such other functions as may be assigned by the Board,

15.-(1} The principal officers of the Institute shall include:

(a} Directors;

{b) Head of Department;

(c) State Office Coordinators;

(d) Head of Servicom QO ffice;

(e} Chief Internal Auditor;

() Head of Pension Office;

{g) Head of Legal; and

{h) Head of Procurement

(2) The Directors, Heads of Departments or State Office Coordinators
shall assist the Director-General in the day-to-day management of'the Institute

(3) Directors or State Office Coordinators shall:

(). Head each of'the Directorate of the institute;

(b) Timpiement ‘the policies of the Institute as they apply to the
Directorate;

{c) pregare draft expenditure estimates and development plans ofhis
Directorate;

(d) Serve on Scientific or Technical Advisory Commitiee of the
Institute; and

(e) perform such other functions as may be determined by the

- Director- General,
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16. The Board may from time to time, appoint or employ such
other persons as members of Staff of the Institute on the recommendation of
the Director-General as may be necessary, subject to the extant rules and
conditions of service of the Tnstitute.

17. Salaries and benefits of the Staff of the Institute shall be in
accordance with the conditions and scheme of service in other Research
Institutes in Nigeria as may be approved by the Board of the Institute.

18.-(i) The Board may make staff regulations or adopt staff
conditions of service that is independent of the Civil Service of the
Federation that may provide for:

(a) Remuneration and tenure of office of members of staff of the
Institute;

(b) Appointment, promotion, fringe benefits and incentive for
meinbers of staffof the Institute; and

(¢} Appeal procedure for members of staff of the Institute against
dismissal or other discipiinary measures.

(2) The Board shali have power to arr_lend regulations made under
this Bill, provided that the proposal for, is passed by two-thirds majority of
the Board members, '

(3) All regulations made by the Board subject to the provisions of
this Biil, ;nay be published in the Official Gazette of the Federal
Goverament of Nigeria.

19.-(1) The Principal Officers of the Institute may be removed
from office by the Board with the approval of the Minister, .

(2) any other Senior member of Staff of the Institute may be

removed from office by the Director-General with the approval of the

* Board.

(3) The removal from office of any Junior Staff shall be with the

approval of the Director-General.
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20.-(1) Service in the employment of the Institute shall be as approved
service under the Pensions Reform Act, accordingly, employees of the Institute
shall, in respect of their services be entitled to Pension and other retirement
benefits as preseribed in the Act.

(2) notwithstanding provisions of Subsection (1) of this section,
nothing in this Bil|, shall prevent the appointment of a person to any office on
terms, which preclude the gratuity inrespect of that effice.

(3) for the purpose of the application of the Pensions Reform Act, any
power exercisable thereunder by the President or authority other than the
Federal Government{not being the power to make Regulations under Section
34 of this Bill), shall be vested in and exercisable by the Institute.

(4) subject to Subsection (2) of this Section, the Pensions Relorm Act,
shall in its application of Subsection (3) of this Section, have effect as if, the
office were in the public service of the Federation within the meaning of the
Counstitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999(as amended}.

PART III - STRUCTURE AND CONSTITUTION OF THE INSTITUTE

21.1) The Institute may establish Scientific Technical Advisory
Committez (in this Bill referred to asthe Committee) in the areas of Research to
assist the Institute in various aspects of its responsibilities.

(2) The members of a Scientific or Technical Advisory Committes
shall be persons with requisite expertise and experience in the relevant areas of
interest of the Institute.

22.-(1) The Institute may with the approval of the Chairman of the
Board or Minister, establish Demonstration Centres in any of the six geo-
political zones of Nigeria, based on
the nature of the Roots and Tubers derivable from the area or zone.

(2) The Institute shall provide for:

(). the focation of the demonstration centres;

(b) the field in which the centres are to conduct its work and

manpower training, where applicable;
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(c) the transfer to the centres by mutual agreement, any existing

2 Federal, State and Local Government facilities;
3 (d) the establishment and constitution of senior officers of the
4 Institute to manage the affairs of the centres;
5 (e) the demonstration centres shall be fully equipped to carry out
6 training and research and development activities; and
7 (f) a suitable association and collaboration of the Demonstration
8 centres with Universities, other institutions of higher learning.
{3) The Institute may with the approval of relevant authorities =
10 establish the Institute’s Consuit, which shal} be a sem i-autonomous body to
11 commercialize the Institute’s research results,
12 PART IV - FINANCIAL PROVISIONS
i3 i . 23.-(1) The Institute shall establish and maintain a fund which shall  Egabiishment
of fund for the
14 be applied towards the promotion of the objectives of the Institute specified  Institue
i5 inthis Bill.
16 (2) There shall be paid and credited to the fund established in
i7 pursuance of subsection (1) of this Section:
I8 (a) such sums as may be provided by the Gevernment of the.
19 Federation or appropriated by the National Assembly for payment into the
20 fund of the Tnstitute;
21 (b} fees charged for services rendered by the Institute; including
22 royalties on the Institute's results ceded to farmers or institutions for national
23 development inareas of agriculture;
24 (¢} all sums accruing Lo the Institute by way of gifts, testamentary
25 dispositions, endowments or contributions from philanthropic persons or
26 organizations;
27 (d) contributions from the organized private sector;
28 (e) foreign aids and assistance from bilateral and multilateral

29 Agencies; and
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(D) proceeds from commercialization of research results of the
Institute.

(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection (2) of this Section,
every application for registration into the Institute’s Journal, shall attract a fee,
which shall be credited and maintained in a separate account of the [nstitute,
part of which shatl be used for the publication of the Institute’s Journal.

24. The Institute shalt apply the fund established under this Bill, with
the apijroval ofthe National Assembly:

(a) Conduct research and development activities in the capital project
ofthe Institute;

) Maintain the Head Office and establish State Offices for the
Institute;

(c) Pay allowances and expenses of menibers ofthe Board;

(d) Sponser local and international conferences, seminars, workshops
for members of Staff ofthe Institute;

(¢) Provide scholarship and award for specialized training for
personnel;

(f) Publicize and promote the activities of'the Institute;

(¢) Support national and infernational bodies and pay annual dues and
other contributions for sci_cntiﬂc organizations, in which Nigeria is a member;
and

(k) Undertake any other activity in connection with the objects of this
Bill;

25.(1) The Tnstitute shall not later than 30th September ofevery year,
cubmit to the Board and the National Assembly for approval its estimates of
Income and expenditure forthe next financial year.

(2) The Institute shall:

(a) keep proper records of all accounts of its income and expenditure

and

(b) prepare statement of account in respect ofeach financial year.
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1 | (3) The Institute sh'ali not fater than 30th June of éach financial

2 year, submit its accounts to Auditors appointed from the list of qualified -

3 auditors in- accérdance to-guidelines latd down by the Aﬁdimr—Genera& for- |

4 the Federation and the Ailditors fees and expenses shall be paid from the

5 funds of the Institute and provide same to the National Assembly for

6 oversight purposes. ‘

7 26.-(1) The Institute shall not later than 30th Jﬁne ofeach financial  Apgea @m
8 year submit to the Board and the National Assembly for approval is

9 estimates of income and Expenditure for the next financial year in respect of

10 the preceding year an annual reboﬁ: on the actiﬁties of the Institute in such

1t form as the Board may direct. |

12 (2) The report referred 1o in Subsection (1) of this Section shall

13 include: | |

14 - (a) information on the activitics of the Instiute for the year;

15 (b) a cb_py of the audited accounts of the Institute for that year

16 together with the Auditor- General report on the accounts of the Institute;

17 and '

18 (c)such other information as the Board may request.

19 (3) The Director-General shall provide such information on the

20 affairs of the Institute as the Boafd may from time to time request.

21 . 27. All income derived by the Institute from sources specified in

22 section 23 subsection (2) of this Bill shall be exempted from income tax and

23 all contributions to the fund of the Institute shall be tax deductible.

24 ' 28. Subject to the approval by th;: Board, the Institute may investin Cagpital production
25 profitable production of agricoltural produce for commercial purposes by R |
26 joint venture, partnership, share-holding or as sole proprictor as the case

27 -may be, the net income generated shall be paid into the fund of the Institute.

28 29. The I[nstitute may, with the consent, 6r in accordance With any  purering and

: Imvesiment Power

29 general authority given by the Board, borrow by way of loan or overdraft, of the Instiue
30 T

any specified amount of money required by the Institute for its ebligations
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1 and functions under this Bill in line with extant laws and Regulations.
2 2y "E'ha Imstitute may, subject to the provisions of this Bill and the
3 constiEgions of any trust created in respect of any property, invest any of its
4 iﬁm&dﬁwmﬁn consent of general awthority ofthe Board.
5. {3} The institate may inves any of iis surplus funds in such securities
(ti. - ihe Pomrd meay, from time totime. anprove, 7
7 - ParT IV - MISCELLANEOUS
Plorscr ttm acept g 30.{1) The Insiitute may accept ai gift of iand, ij_noney or other
= 9  property upon such terms and conditions, if any, as Speciﬁed:‘l—)y the person or
10 orznization maling the gift. ’
18 (2) The Imstituie shail not accept any gift where the conditions
12 afiached by the person or organization making the gift are inconsistent with the
13 ﬁmmcﬁu@mmduhnwwes ofthe Institute. ;
14 . (3)A eift dunataﬁitﬂ ﬂle Tnstinite or“f aject of the Institute shall be
I3 nnmﬂedmﬂymmelﬁmmmdshaﬂ be utilized only for the purpose.
mwm T3 304 1) The scai of the Insiimte shall be such as may- be administered
17 hyihe Board, signed By the Chairman of.hc Board andthe Director General.
i3 {2) certificates issued by the Instltute shall have the Institute’s seal
19 affixed and signed by the Chairman of the Board and the Director- General of
30 dhe Instime. |
21 3) &nay coutract or instrument which, if made or executed by a person
7 72 notbeingabody corporate, would not be required to be under seal may be made
75  orexecuied on behzifofthe Instituie by any 'aﬁthorized person.
T tro ke o 32 The Board maﬁmakeregu}aiians: h
25 {a) To regulate e aciivities and programmes of the Institute, or any
26 mmiter conected with the Tastitute; or o
7 {) For the effective implementation of any of the provisions of this
28 Bl
m@}fm P 331} subject to t:‘.hc provisions of this Bill, the provisions of the
fasitts 30

Pubiic Officers Protections Am, shail apply to any suit instituted against the
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I Tnstitute, an Officer of the Institute oremplnyeeofﬂne!nsm
2 : '(_'i} No suit shalt fic o be institited in any Conrt of Lzw against ihe
3 | 7_ !nsﬁt’ﬁtc, amember 6f the Board or égygi’rincipa! Offtcer or Employes of e
4 Institute for an action carried out in pursuance Eé the execulion of this Bill or
5 any enactinent, or of any 'pubEic du.ty in res;pm of any alleped nesleet or
6 ~ default in the execunm of this Bilf or duf} or zuthority, m&m it is
7 commenced: '
8 o (2} within th}ce months of éuch act. neéﬁm or deffarlt complamed
9 thereof; or . - B
10 (b) in the case of a continuation of damage m‘ ey, wwithin shx
1 months after the ceasing of the ac, négimmdcﬂ'auﬂt
12 | (3) No suit shall be camnﬁnced against the Institole, 2 member of
13 the Boa’rd or any Principal Officer or employee of the Insiftute before the
i4 | expiration of a period of one month after written notice of e infention o
15 | comnience the suit has been served on the Institute by the intending Plaimel
16 orhisAgent. ' 7
17 (4} Thé noticereferredfoin subse&ion {3} shall clearly state the:
18 {a)cause of action; |
19 (b) particulars of the claim;
20 (¢ )the name and place of abode of the intending Plaimtiff: amd
21 (d) the refiefsought.
22 - 34.-(1) Any notice or other document reguired or authorized (0 b8 s efpise
23 served Service of notice on or given o any person for the porposes of dhis
24 Bili, may be served or given by: |
25 {a) Delivering it to that person, or by eaving it at his usnal or kst
26 known place of residence or business or at the address specifiod by himm
27 any nafice, appiicatiéﬁ or other document made, given or tendered to fhe
2% Institute under this Bill; or -
29 ~ (b) Posting it by registered mail to him at that place of residence or
30
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{2) Where any of such notice ¢ other document sent by registered
mail, unless the contrary is proved, it shail be deemed to have been deliversd to

him when it would have been delivered in the ordinary course of'aposting mail

uniess the comrary is established and in proving the delivery, it shall bﬂ

sufticient o prove that there is return Post Office slip or Speed Post stip
showing actual delivery,

(3) When for any purpose under this Bill, a notice or document is
required to be served on a firm or company, the notice or document may be
served on the Secretary, Executive Officer or other Officer holding a similar
position in the organization and the service unless otherwise directed by the
Institute, be deemed fo be served on all persons who are members of the
organization.

(4) Any service of notice or process on the Institute shall be by proven
registered post or personal service on any Principal OfTicer of the Institute.

35. The M:mster may give to the Institute, directives of a general
character relating to the policies and functions of the Institute and shali comply
with such directives without prejudice to the powers of the Board and the
oversight of the National Assembly.

36.-(1) The Institute shall be exempted from the payment of income
tax in any income accruing from investment made by the Institute.

(2) The provision of any enactment relating to the taxation of
companies or Trusts Funds shall not appiy to the Institute.

37. The InsLatuie shall impose conditions and set targets for the
formation of Jomt Ventures or Parinerships between muliinational services,
Research Institiites, institutions or service companies in all sectors of the
economy and certified indigenous services companies for the purpose of
technological training and acquisition, -

38, The Institute shail make regulations with requ irément and targets

for the growth of Research and Development in the areas of Food and other
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] Agre;allied rj;_lw materials but not fimited thereof as may be reviewed by the

2 Institute, inNé‘eriaL - |

3 39. Inthis Bill, unless the context otherwise requires- Tterpretation
4 "Board” —means the Governing body of the Instituie established under -
5 section3 (1);- -

6 ““Chairman” means the Chairman éf the Governing Board of the Institute

7 anpoin{ed under section 14(1); |

8 "“und‘ means the fund of the Institute as s established under section 23 of this

8 Bifl; _

10 * "Institute” means the Nationai Roots and Tubers Production, Processing and '

11 Research Institute, Zing, Taraba State established under section 1(1) of this

12 Bill;

13 "Minister" means the Minister responsible for Science ana Technology;

14 "Member" mean'sv a;-ﬁémb erofthe Board and this includes the Chairmaﬁ;

15 “President” means the President ofthe Federal Republic of Nigeria;

16 "Pﬁncipal Officer" means the Directors and other Officers as specified in

17 section 16 of this Bill; |

18 "Public Service" has the meaning assigned to it in the Constitution of the

16 Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 as amenéled'

20 "Secrutary means the Secretary to the Board ofthe Institute.

21 484. This B111 may be cited as the Natmnal Roots and Tubers  Short title
QZ Production, Processing and Research Institute, Zing, Taraba Stata

23 (Est.,z_lblishment) Bili, 2021.
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I SCHEDULE
2 SU!"PLEMENTARY PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE BOARD
3 }?réceedings of the Board
4 1. Subject to this Bill and éectién 42 of the interpretation Act, the -
5 Board may make stan&ing orders rcgu!ating its proceedings or those of any of
6 its Committees. _ _ '
7 2. The quorum of the Board shall be the Chairman or the person '
8  presiding the méét’mg and two other menibers of the Board and the quoram of
9 any Committee of the Board shallr'be déterm ined by the Board.
¢ 7 3. The Board shail meet not less than four times in each year and
11 subject thereto, the Board shall meet whenever it is summoned by the
12 Chairman or where the Chairman is required to do so by a notice given to him
13 bynot less than 4 other members, he shall summon a meeting of the Board to be
14 held within 28 days from the date on which the notice is given.
15 4, At any meeting of the Board, the Chairman shall preside but it he is
16 absent, the members present at the meeting shali appoint one of their members
17 topresideatthe meeting.
18 5. Where the Board desires to obtain the advice of any person on a
19  particular matter, the Board may co-opt such person for such a period as it
20  deems fit, but a person who is in attendahce by virtue of this sub-paragraph
21 shall not be entitled to vote at any meeting of the Board and shail not count
22 towardsa qﬁnrum;
23 | 6. The Board may set up one or more Committees to carryout, on
24 behalfof'the Board, such functions as the Board may detenmine.
25 7. A Committee set up under this paragfaph shall consist of such
26  number of persons as may be determined by the Board anda pérson shall hold
27  officeonthe Committee in accordaﬁce with the té;l}is ofhis appointment.
28 8. Adecision of a Committee shall be of no effect untit it is confirmed
29  bythe Board. -
30

9. The validity of the proceedings of the Board or of a Commitiee
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thereof'shall not be affected by any vacancy in the hembership of the Board

orofaCommitiee.

10. Any member of the Board or any person holding officeona -

Committee of the Board, who has personal interest in any contract or
arrangement shall disclose his interest to-the Board and shall not vole.on any
matter relating to the contract or érrangement.

_ - Miscellaneous _

11. The fixing of the secal of the Board shall be authenticated by the
signature of the Director- General/Chiei” Executive Officer or any person
generally orspecifically authorized by the Board to act for ﬂiat purpose.

12, Any contract or instrument which, if made or executed by a
persen not being a body éorporate-, would be required to be under seal may
be made orexecuted on behalf of the Board by the Director- General/CEO or
any person generally or spéciﬁcgﬂly authorized by the Board to act for that -
purpose. |

13. Any document purperting to be a document duly executed
under.the seal of the Board shall be received in evidence and shall, unleés
and until the contrary is proved, be presumed to be so executed.

t4. The validity of any proceeding of the Board or a Committee

" shall not be affected by-

(a) Avacancy in the membership of the Board or Committee;
(b)Y A defect in the appointment of a member of the Board or

Comumnittee; or

{c) Reason that a person not entited to do so took part in the

proceedings of the Board or Committee.
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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
“This Bill seeks to establish the National Roots and Tubers P'r‘oductiou, _
Prbcessing ‘and Research Institute, Zing, Taraba State, for the conduct of
research on Roots and Tubers crops to enhance their growth and

commercialization to provide food so that the nation can be seif-sulficient in

food prodﬁction.



