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ABILL

FOR
ANACTTo ESTABLISIH CONSTITUENCY FARM SCHEME INALL THE STATES
OF FEDERATION; AND FOR RELATED MATTERS

Sponsored by Hon. Yusuf Buba Yakub

L1
ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal Republic of

Nigeria as follows:

1.-(1) There is established a Scheme-to be known as the
Constituency Farm Scheme (CFS)(in this Act referred to as "the Scheme").

(2) The Sclieme:

{(a) shall be a body corporate with perpetual succession and a

common seal; and
(b} may sue or be sued in its corporate name. -

(3) The Scheme Headquarters shall be located in the,Federal

Capital Territory, Abuja. o=

%
(4) The Scheme shall maintain subsidiary offices in cach of the 36

qe« -

States of the Federation, which shall coordinate and establish Constbmen@v

Farm Scheme in each of these states for production of food, cash crops Lmd

for the employment and empowsrment ¢ (N gerian vouths 2

2. Objectives ofthe Schemeshallbe: -~

(i) to bring about development in rural communitic 3

ki

(i) to establish cansn[mncy “farm :,Lhe;%L that will bm d e

.‘,‘, “ 9—
capacity of young, educated and uncducated ]dl ek in Nigeria; ¢

i 21 .
(iii) to create sustamaolc growth that wili TE.dUCC lh(_ rate of

-

unemployment of youths in Nigeria; and

{iv) to eradicate peverty, hungerand destitution; AL .

3. The Scheme shall: (1} formulate policies and étﬂﬁcﬁﬁwﬁbr the

establishment and operation of the farm schemes.
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' marixetmg oﬂhc rroduc.s i'rom i i€ f'n m;

tima;

of the schcm 5.

to p; owc]e and promole slraler-!c im‘(aoes

(2) serves as an avenue through which Federal, States and Local

Governments can exelangetidessiand collaboratively implement poverty

alleviation strategies;

(3) set up Farms qnd sci‘;eme‘: For lhc vouths who shali produce Lhe

A

farm p:oducis in the mostproduc fve hnds ln evcry Stale of Lhei cde: ation;

4 mv:de eqguipm ntq mr farmln 1nd 3rocessm o.F the farm
P G P ? g 1 g

Al

products lrom {he farm and sel,)’lpmgcnamsms for the storage, preservation and
"o

5”\ serve as a f()ca; pomt for aUI‘lCU]l.Lilql mccham/atmn and as

rcsoune ce‘me far techmcal and :mmocnal lrammo ofyoulhs in farming;

(6} co'hbomte wﬁ' Aﬂncu![uraj Rcse‘irch anci Mcch r:zalnon

Ccu res for the pur, poac ol"cnhcmcmg youih capdmt" du elopmerl from time to

(7} provide necessary infrastructure in these farm schemes such as:

{a} cieczriciiy;

b} or[ab%c watei
b

p—

)reca ea&lonai fac:hiu%

{d) security, schools cilmcs or ‘wanh centr\,s ;);aces ofworsmp and
, , ! /

other such facilitjes foz rhe com!‘oa t of'tne youlhs iarmers and other emp!oyeas

plx 0ducls‘

{9} mabi iz =%_ mzca] a%lsmﬂc,c, Emm '*ciw(.m org,dmzanms in order

(10) Fo*nuslaimﬁ and ampicmcnim ;"}a'ogrammcs and projects io

empowcr the poort{) be selF-rellanE

(i } ) pmmotm parmerahlp amnngst siakcholdu‘a to generatc enough

T

resourccs m i !h noverly, and

(iZ) dc} such oiher thmgs whlch in’ ltS op:mon are necessary or .
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1 -expedient fot.the proper performance of its fyictions smderthis Xef:

%]

4.-(1) There: shall be: established: for the: Schems, a Governing:

(¥

- Louncil(herein referred to'4s: "the:Council); consisting ofa Chairman and
- six gtherpast-timemembers: ;o s Lm0
{2} The appointment of the Chairman and part-time memGirs shalf:
be drawn {rom the six geopolitical zones, . oo o £

{3) The following are ex-officio members of the Council

=i e harepresentative of the FederatMinistry-ofAsriculture;

N~ TR Y~ N ¥, S N

i (Hi}a representative of the FederatWiinistiy of Fingnte:

1000t ot (lipaTepresentative 6F the Federal MinistyyolT Corfieréss
i (iv) a representative of the Federal Ministiy 61 Youth
12, . ~Developmentyol o puviln o L

13,0 oones Boe{v)arepresentativeofthe Federal Ministry-ofWorriern AT dirs:

14 (vi)arepresentative from the Marketing Boards; =iiimnnnls b

15000 oo noeri{vil) asepresentativeofa University.o FA gricultuies:

{6 _ (b) a Managing Director of the Scheimu:
170 e ot o (4): Fhe: Council-shall appeint for the. Schewe’ o Secretary whic
18 shall:

190 i e pmfakbeawoman ormany s, o T e on Y i
20 soliinnn _’;;.(b}'bgaAgiiai}!_Llimli5=£='a‘ndfis-"m'fciamliﬁed..tb'pfr‘agti'cc.fﬁ"o'ﬁzi;pic#iod of.

21 not less than 10 years; ST W

22 (c) keep recordsand conducts the correspondence of the Schems;.

Too@Rd e b e B cainu B

24 {d} perform such other functions as the Councilor:Maraging:

25 Director may.direct,) zuuiinvoie b

260 oo

:£4} Fhe supplementary provisions Sonlaimed dnthéSchedule to this.
27 Bill shall have effect with respect to the matters theteinaientivned:» »

28 - s 3oAppointment, Disqualifieationof nremsbers ef the Council: %7

29 {a) (1} The Chairman and Members:ofiithe: Councilzghall bét

-

30 i -appeinted by the President-on the recommendiation -of#he Minister and:

Governing
Couneil

Schedule

Appointment,
Disqualiliestion
cle.
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Tenure of the
Councii Members

Powers of the
Council
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subject to confrontation by the Senate of the Federal Republic of Nigeria;

() be persons of proven integrity and ability;

{2) A person shail cease to hold office as a member of the council i

(a) he is convicted of a felony orany offences involving dishonesty or
frau.c‘flﬂ;

(b) he becomes of unsound miad, or incapable of carrying out his
duties;

| (c) he is guilty of a serious misconduct in relation to his duties; or

(d) he resigns his appointment by a letter addressed to the Minister in
which case the resignaiion shal! take effect from the date of receipt of'the letier
by the Minister.

(3} where the council is dissolved, the Executive Secreiary shatl

continue to perform the duties and functions of the Council pending the

. Constitution ofa new Council.

6. Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Chairman and other

members shall each hold office:

(i} for a term of four years in the first instance and may be eligible for
re- appointment for a further term of four years and no more, and

(i) on such terms as to remuneration and allowances as may be
determined by the Revenue Mobilization, Allocation and Fiscal Commission.

7. The Councilshall have power:
(a) te manage and superintend the scheme;

(b) to design the overall policy and general administration of the

scheme:

{¢) to acquire offices and other pr'emises forthe scheme;

(d} to appoint officers, whe in the opinion of the council are required

for carrying out the functions of the council;

(e) to fix terms and conditions of service, including remuneration of

the empioyees ofihe scheme; and

() to do such other things and enter into such other transactions which
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in the opinion of‘ the council are necessary to ensure the é"t"ﬁl"lcient
performance of its functions;

8. Thescheme shall mandated to do the following:

(a) advocacy initiation and Empiementation of policy directions
towards poverty reduction;

(b) supervise on & coniinucus 7 basis the allocation and
disbursement of funds; materials and services to the farmers;

{c) liaise with any relevant governmental and/or Non-
Governmental bedy to reduce peverty in Nigeria; and

{d} to do such other things that are necessary to actualize its

mandates.

- . 9. The Minister may give to the Council directives of a general or

' spfe_siél' nature with regard to the mandates of the scheme and it shall be the
o

duty of the Chairman, the Council and the National Co-ordinator to comply

with the directives.

19. For the {c‘ﬂjr . sgof this Act, the Scheme shall establish and
maintain a fund which shgll consist of: i

{a) the take-off grant from the Federal Government;

(&) annual subvention from the Federal Eovemment a's._J provided

for in the Appropriation Act;

(c) loans, grant-in-aid from Federal, Bilateral and Multilateral
agencies; T

(d) rents, fees and other internaily generated revenues from the
sales of farm produce by the Agency; a

{e) such othermenies accruing to the Agency from time to time.

I.-(1} There shall be appointed for day to day running of the
Schemethe following offhicers:

(2} Executive Secretary who shall be the Chief Executive Officer,
and responsible for the day-to-today management of the scheme;

(b) a Secretary for cach state of the Federation and the Federal

(o
Mandaies' of the
Scheme

Power of the
Minister to give
directives

Funds for the
Scheme

Appointment of
Executive Secretary
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"'Capltal Terrltory, who shal' bf—* answuab;e o Lhe councit and the Executive

R - LY T N SC R

“ fundtions offhe scheme

hd

27 e

Sacr e[ary, and

‘,u.-_l\';‘-;r .

(c) such olher membcrs ofslaff as may be reqmred to carry out the

function of the schcn c accordmﬁ Iy, 51 may bermw staﬂ" from any service of the

'chcrat:on or 01 a s[ate

.The schcmc may accepts gl fts ot" moncy, Iand or olher prc}pefly on

 such’ 1iems and condmons zi‘ any, dS may be S},CCerd by_ the Jperson or

organisation makmg the 0[ﬂ as lonﬁ as such condltmns are consm[ent with the

13. The Scheme may from ilnse to hme w1[h Lne approval of the .,

Councﬂ appiy 1he procecds GFthc Fund eslabhshed pursu'mi to

this Act;

uii‘cféi‘:"iﬁ-i:sg'par g p1 shal] be madc 10 any pcrsen who is 1:1_re<,upt of _,

emoluments from the Federal or SLaLe Govez nmcnt exccpt such as may be

express!y authorized by ﬁae Scheme

(c) o the” payment 01 emolumcnts ai[owcmccs dnd benci' is of

members of[he Councﬂ aﬂd for lClE]\bU!‘Sl[‘g mcmbcrs ot the Councnl or any

ttee set up by the Councn for such cxpenses ;

authonsed by the f‘ouncai

{e) forthe dcveiopmcm 'mci m‘uniemnce Gi any propcrly vested inor

owrild by Ihe Schcme and

= Mo Lmdcrlake such olher act[vmes as a:‘ ébnngcged with alt or any

of'the mnctlons ofthe Scheme under ths Acl

T (]) Thc Execul[vc- Secrctary sna!l subnuL Lo 1he Councnl for

approval "ot Iater lhan 36 Septembcr'of C'lCh yc'lr an esttmate of its

tion 15 of , -
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; [l‘liS Bill shall mclude

ihd income during the next succeeding year.

(2) The Scheme shall keep af'counts in rcspect ol cach lmanelal
o "yearand maml'un propel reeords n re!atleh fo thoseaccounts
151t smll be 1he duly ofthe cmme;l 10 Drcpare ‘md s:lbm:[ to C'lCll

'!louse of the N'\ilonai Assembly a reperi rehimﬂ lo the actw:tles ol' the

scheme during lhe imn xcdlate plecedmg hnan\.ml ye'lr '

6. Any power Le m'll\c reg ul'mons rulc1s or order cenfen ed by

oo

e pmws:ons l"or such mcndenlal and

{a) nower 10 ma

supplemermly maiter zss Lhe 'luthaally makm0 Lhe mstlument consxdcr

ekpedaent i' or ll e puryese ef lhe mst"umcm _and

(b) powcr lo miake d;fl"erent pr ovisions fm dl l'f'c eni c1reumstances

A:_\“ 17 (l) The Sehen «llall be exemptea lmm Lhe l,ayment ef

“income l;ax on any income accrumg frem mveslmema made by lhe on behalf

of the Scnenle or '\Ll erwise hewqeever

(2) The prcvzss{ms ol any enactmem relﬁlmg to the taxatlon of

' '“cempames ori funds shall not apply tot he Scheme

T L PO
Peliad i

18 A member of Lhe Counmlor any oﬂ"cer or employee of Lhe

Seheme sh"ull be mdemnlf'ea oul ofthe aesets of lhe Scheme 'Wamst any

uah'l:ty mf'uned by hlm in dLlwduw awy pmceedmg, whe[her civil orr
criminal, in which judgment is gwen in lus lavour or in whlch he 15
acquitted, 1i‘dny such preceeclmo is hrouoht al_.,dll'lSl h:m in nis C‘lp'iCl[y asa
member of the Ceuneal lhe eou.icsf efl'cel or other Pmplovee of the
Scheme. B _ 7 . .‘ _

. The Scheme may estaLl'sh .,onsutuency f arm schemes in each
of the 774 Loc*ul Government areas of Lhe Federauon ol" \l:ucna

20.- (l) The slalulory i‘uncuor‘a, rlghts 1nterest obhganons and

'"!&abulit:es o* the departmem respons:ble for constltuency farm sehemes 1l'

any, before the commencement of this Act under a any contract or instrument

Annual Report

Regulations

Exemplion from
Tax

Indemnity of
Offieers

Local Farm
Schemes

Savings and
Transitional. -
Provisions

¥ .
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by virtue of this Act shall be deemed to have been assigned and vested in the
scheme.

(2) All assets, funds, resources and any other moveable or
immcve.able propertyiwhich immediately before commencement of this act,
vested in the department responsible for Federal constituency farm schemes, if

any shall be vested in the Scheme.

1

(3) Any person who immediately before the coming into force of this

Act is the holder of any office in the department responsible for Federal

N R L = . T ¥, L - VE N 8 |

constityency farm schemes, ifény, shall continue in office and be deemed to
16 have been appointed to the office by the Scheme.

Interpretation 11 21, Inthis Actexceptthe context otherwiserequires:
2 "Scheme" means the Constituency Farm Scheme established by section 1 of
13 thisAct; -
14 "Council” means the governing council established for the Scheme by section

I5 3ofthisAct;

16 "Constituency Farm Schemes” mean the ouifit and or unit office or farms

17  established by the Scheme in Agricultural lands set up by the’Scheme in %}%\{%
18  and Local Government Areas of the Federation for the purpese of pmd’ft}ci:;g
19 foodand cashcrops;
20 "Federal Government" means Government of the Federal Republic of Nigeria
21 "Federation" means Nigeria;
22 "Function" includes power and duty;
23 "Geopolitical” zones mean the geopolitical units ofthe Federation;
24 "Minister" means the Federal Minister in charge of Agriculture;
25  "Ministry" shall be construed accordin aly:
26 "Power"includes functions and duty; and
27 "President" means the President of'the Federal republic of Nigeria.

Short title 28 22. This Bill may be cited as Constituency Farm Scheme
29 (Es;ablislmwnt) Bill,2021.



2621

Coustituency z’* arin Scheme (Esmb[:s!;;remj Bill, 2 SETE
I SCHEDULE _
2 L. The Council may make. Standing Orders regulating the ;
3 pmcccdings ofthe Councitor any Committee therccf, and shali mect notless
4 than once in each of any six months in every year; i
5 2. The Quorum of the Couneil shali be four
6 3.-(1) Subject for the provisions of any applicable Stdﬂdmﬂ Or}trs
7 the council shall meet whenever summoned ‘gy the Chairman, mi i the
8 Chairman is required so to do by notice given 1o him by not fess than four
9 other members shall summon a meeting of the councit to be held witisim 2
10 days from the date on which the notice is given,
H (2} At any meeting of the councit, the chairmen shall preside o in. -
iz his absence, the members present at the meeting shali appoint onee hreir
i3 numbers to preside at that meeting, -
14 {3} Where the council wishes to obtain the adviece of any person o
] .aparticular matter, the Council may co-opt hint as a member for‘sgs%peribd
s as it thinks fit, but @ person who s @ member by virtue of this st ub-paragraplh,
17 shall not be entitled to vote at any meeting of the councit and shall ot count
18 toward a quorum. | "
19 4.-(1) The Council may appoint one or mam Ccmsmitees o carry
20 out on behaif of the Council such of its functions as the council may
21 determine. | o
22 (2)A Committee appointed under the paragraph shatl cons-isﬁo%'ifm ‘
23 numbers of persons determined by the Council and not more thar ene thid
24 of ilwsé persons who are not member’s of the council shall hold office in the
25 committee in accordance with the terms of the Mstrument by wisick he iz
26 appointed.
27 (3) A discussion of the Committee of the Counc® shall be of nor

28 effect until it is confirmed by the Council. _ - &

29 Miscellaneduns

5:—(? ) The fixing of the seal of ihé Scheme shall be authenticated by
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the signatare of the Chairnan and of some other mcmbcs‘.auti'wrizcd generally
or snccifically by i_h,é counci! o act for that purpose.

(2} Any contract or instrument which if made or exceited by a person
not being a bedy corporate would not be required to be under seal, may be made
or execuied on behall of the council by person gen erzﬂ!y or specifically
mwhoirised toact for hat purpose by the Council,

EXPLANATORY NOTE
This Bill scexs io cstablish Consiimency Farm Scheme in &l the States of the
Federation and Lo build ﬁlie capacity of young, educated and uneducated

farmers in Nigeria,




