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A BILL"
‘HOR

AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL Raw MATERIALS
PROCESSING CENTRE, NGOR-OKPALA, MO STATE, AND For OQTiER

RELATED MATTERS

Sponsored by Hon. Bede Eke

[ 1
BE IT ENACTED BY THE Natxona] Assembly of the Federal

Republic of Nigeria as follows:
PART 1

1.-(1) There is hereby established a body to be known the National
‘Agricultural Raw Materials Pracessing Centre, Ngor - Ckpala, Imo State

(herein in this Bill referred to as "Centre"),

(2). The "Centre" shall be a body corporate with perpetual
succession and a common seal; and may sue and be sued in its corporate
name, '

(3) The Centre shali be sited in Ngor-Ckpala, in Imo State;

2.1 Ther.e is hereby estab[ishﬂd for the management of “the
Centre" a goveming board (in this Acf referred to as the Board) wmch shall
consistof;

" {a) Chairman, who shall be appointed by the Presxdent
Commander-in-Chiefof meArmedForces of Nigeria;

(b) Representatives ofthe following Federal Establishments:

(i) Three representatives of the Agricuitural Research Council of

Nigeria, _
(ify A representative from univeréities oftechnology in Nigeria'
(ili) A representative of the Assomatwn of Agncuitural
Technologistin N1 geria; #

(iv) Arepresentative ofA gricultural Co-operative Societies;
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(v) The Director - General shali be secretary to the Board;

!
Appointment 2 3.-(1) The Chairman and members of the Board shall be appomted by -
of the Chairman
and Members 3 thePresidentofthe Federal Republic of Nigeria; ‘
4 {2) Members of the Board, other than the Director - General shall be
5 appointed by the President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria,
Schedule 6 4. The supplementary provisions-set out-in the schedule to this Act
7 shall have effect with respect to the progeedings of the Board and other matters
&  containedtherein.
Tenure of Office g | 5. The Chairman and members of the Board:
- 10 (a) shall each hold office for a period of 4 years on such terms and
1 condmons as may be specified in their letiers of appointment; and
12 (b) May be re-appointed for an additional peried of 4 vears and no
13 more. )
Removal from 14 6 Notw;t‘lstandmc the provisions of section 2(5) of this Act the
o iS chairman or any member of the Board may at any time be removed from the
i6  office by the president for mablhty to discharge the functions of his office
17 (whether arising from infi nmty oI mind or body or any other canse).
18 7. A member of the Board shall be paid such emoluments, allowances
19 and benefits as the President df the Federal Republic of Nigeria may, from time
20 totimeapprove,
21 _ PART 1 - FUNCTIONS AND POWERS OF THE CENTRE
g;ng;:?rse of 22 ~ 8. The functions of the Centre shall be to:
23 (a) Col laboraLe w1th farmers and far mmg co—eperatlves to end
24 wastages of farm products in the rural areas and other agricultural se*tlements
25  byadopting the best preservation practices and technologies;
26 | (b) Collaborate with agricultural tools product_ion comparnies towardé
2‘ll the manufacttlring of agncultural machmenes and technologies for
23 pi escrvatlon andrefi nmg purposes for more value addition;
29 (c) Setup dlstrlbutmn chains to ensure that agricultural raw materials
30

are easily accessed by industries requu‘mg and at lower cost compared to
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imported alternatives;

(d) Identify the various casﬁ crops and other agricultural products
within the area of location and beyond that elay be further pfocessed to earn
more value for export;

| (e} Set up distribution chains to ensure that agricultural raw
materfals are easily accessed by industries requiring and at lower cost
compared to imported alternatives;

(D) Collaborate with sister organizatiens on res_earch in high breed

crops or seedlings in line with the regulations of the Agricultural Research

- Council of Nigeria;

(2 Commercialiée their products through expert to other African
countries and the Wor]d overto earn foreign exchange for government;

(h) Maifitain a data bank on all agricultural predtlets cultivated in
Nigeria with a view to improving upon theie value tﬁrough further reﬁning;

(i) Partner with higher iristitutions of learning and other research
institutes in Nigeria and other parts of the world in achieving her set
objectives;

9. The Powers of the "Centre' shall be to:

(a) Demand and obtain relevant information, data, statistics and

© feport on matters relating to agrlcultural products refining equipment and

machinery as wellas latest i mventlons
. )} L1a1se with relevant establishments w1thm and outside Nigeria
in pursuance of the functions of the Centre

(c) Imtlate and implement sklll vauISIUOIl programmes geared
towards empowering the young population to be successful entrepreneurs in
agricultural machine designing and productith'

{d) Partner with higher Institutions of learnmg in de51gn1ng
pmgrams whlch W:il better the skllls of agricultural engmeers and
technologlst studymg in those mstltutlons

(f) Carry out such act1v1t1es as are necessary or expedient for the

Powers of the
Centre
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performauce of its functions under this Act:
PART III -FUNCTIONS AND POWERS OF THE BOARD

10. The Board shall:

(2) Determine the overall policies of the Centre, including its
financial and operating procedures and ensure the effective implementation of
the policies and procedures; '

(b) Establish committees, as may be expedient which shall be charged
with specific functions delegated by the Board;

(<) Appoint, promote and .discipline. employees for the proper
d:scharcre ofthe functions of the Centre:

" (d) Design strategies for mobihzmg and synerg&zrng resources
throunhout the 2conomy for the purpose of addressing the cbazlenges
confrontmg farimers in ngeria and other parfs of the world and prcfper
sofutions to them through techuoiogles and software applications;

(e} Relate with the local community and other stakeholders to develop
funding options for young farmers and.aspirin_g entrepreneurs in agricultural
technology sub -sector:

(f) Establish, encourage and premote training program for the
employees of the Centre and othef appropriate persons from the public or
p,rive;tg organizations; _

(g) Pmrﬁo_te multi - sectored and multi-disciplinary collaboration and
encourége nhetworking among the far.me'rs' co-operative organizations;

(h) Assess from tzme to time the research consu’tancv tralnmg and
'advocacy program on agnculmlal techilology and other related matters
canducted by various institutions with a view to: |

{(i}Ascertain their sustainability, and,

(i) Of*‘ering them such assistance, either alone or in ca—oper;tsm with
other reiated bodies as may improve the contents and quality of their work'

(1) the Board may, subject to such COUdlth!’lS as it may impose,

deleuate any of its funct;ons unaer thls act to any of its comm;ttees or to the
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Directer - General:

{Nn th:ng in this section shalt prevent the Board from perfommng

or exercising g any of the functions and powers so delegated;

&) Open- and operate ordinary and domiciliary account for the

. Centre in recogmzed banking instimutions in Nigeria as stlpulated by extant

ﬁnancml guidelines of the Federa}:Gevermnenf :

(1) enter into abreement with public or private organizations and
individuals to develop, utlhze coordinate and share such information as are
determmed io be appropriate by the Board for the performance of its

functlons under thls Act;and

(m) Carry out such other activities which are connected with its

_ other functions or as may.be assigned to it bv the Minister of Agnculture or

other relevant authorlty
PART IV - STRUCTURE OF THE CENTRE
11, The Cemre shaﬂhave

(a) A Plannmg, Research and StﬁHSUCS D}Iectorate 0 be headed by

a D:rector

(b) A Preservation and Storage D.rvctorate to be headed by a -

Direcior; '

{c)}An Admmlstratmn and Fmance Dtrectorate to be haaded bya
Dxrector
(d‘A Techmcal Directorate headed b v Dlrector
(d} Such other Directorates as may be required for the propex
performance of the ﬁmcnons of the Centre such Dlrectorates shall bc
deter'nmed by the Board and approved by the Federal Mlmstry of Health
PART V- SLAFF OF THE CENTRE

12 - (1) there shall be appomted for the Centre’ by the Presrdent of

| 4he Federal Republic of Nigeria, a Du'ector General whe' shall be a person

with a backgTound in Agrlculture and Feod Processmg or Agncultural '

Technologyandotherrelateddlscmlmes o 8

Siructure of the
Centre .

Appointrent of
Birector-Gengral
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(2) The Director General shali be:
(a) The Chief Executive of the Centre;

(b) Be responsible for the day -to- day administration of the Centre '

keep the books and records of the Board: and
] (¢) Be subject to the supervision and control of the Board Tenure of
DG. ' _
(3) The Director - Genétal shall hold aotfice for aterm of 5 (ﬂve) years
and may be renéwed for another term and nomore.

13.-(1) The Board may from time to time, appoint for the Centre such
ether, staff, as it may deem necessary to assist the Dlrector—General in the

peffonnanoeof the function of the Centre and the Board,

(2) The Terms and Coodltlons of serwce (including remuneration,

aﬂowances ‘benefits and pensions) of ofﬁcers and employees of the Centre

shall be determined by the Board on the recommendatlon of the Federa! Civil
Service Commission.
o (3) The staffofthe Cent_re shall be: i

(a) Public Sefeants as defined in the 1999 Constitution of the Fe?.derai
Repubhc of Nigeria; and » |

_ (b) Governed by the rules ooveromg the Civil Service of the
Federation. _

14 -(1) Serv1ce in the "Centre" shall be approved service for the
purpoee of the Pensmns Act and accordingly, ofﬁcers and other persons
employed in the_ Cenire shall, in respect of their services in the Centre, be
entitled to-péension, gratuities and other retirement benefits as are preseribed

there under, . . o

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1) of this section, the Centre fnay

appoint a person to any office on the terms, which preclude the grant of a

pension, gratuity or retirement benefits. _
(3) For the purpose of the apphcatlon of the Pension Act, any power

exermsﬁb le there under by a Mmlster or other authorlty of the Government of
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theF edcratmn other than the powerto make renulanons is hereby vested and

shall be exercisable by the Board and not by other persons or authority.

PART VI - FINANCIAL PROVISIONS
15.-(1) The Centre shall establish and maintain a fund from which
all expenditures incurred by the Centre shall be defrayed.
(2) The Fund shall comprise Iﬁmd derived from but not limited to

-~

the following sources:

(a) Such funds as may be apprepriated to the Centre. from time to
time by jtheNatlonalAssemny, ‘

(b) Gifts, loans, grants, aids, etc; and

(¢) 0.04% of profit of Foreign Agriculture Iechnology companles
based in Nigeria;

(d)0.03% of Profit of Agriculture -raw materials bésed companies;

(e)AlLother assets that may fmrﬁ time to time accrue to the Cenire;

16. The Centfe may accept gifts aﬁd grants of money or aids or
other property from national and multilateral c_)rgahizatinn and upon such
term and conditions if any, as may be agreed upon bctwéén tlﬁe donor and the
Centre provided sucﬁ gift are not inconsistent with the oﬁjectives and
functions of the Centre under this Act.

17.-(1) The Centre shall not later than 30th September in each
ﬁnancml year prepare and present to the Naﬁonal Assembly thmugh the
President for approval, a stafement of estlmated income and expendlture for
the following financial year.

(2) Notwuhstandmg the provision of subsection (I) of this section,
the Centre may also, in any fi nanmaI year, submit snpplementary or adjust
statements of estlmated income and expendlture to the Natlonal Assemb[y

through the Pre51dent for approval.

(3) Subject to subsectwn (0 and (2) of this section, the Centre shall

apply the proceeds of the Centre's fund

(a) To meet the admi mlstratlon and operatmg costs of the Centre

Funding of the
Centre

Gift and Monies

Budget and
Expenditure 3
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(b) For the payment of salaries, wages, fees and other ailowances

. retiring benefits such as pensmns and gratumes and other remunerations

payable to the Director - General and staff of the Centre;

(c)For the purchase or acquisition of property or other equiipment and

" other capital expenditure and for maintenance of any propetty acquired or |

vested in the Centre; and

(d3 For or in connection with all or any of the funetio_ns of the Centre
under this Act or its subsidiary “ieg_isiatior_l. ' _

18.-(1}the ﬁnancial year shall start on pt January of each year and end
31st December ofthe same year,

(2} The Centre shall keep proper records of its accounts to be audited

'w1thm six from the end of each financial year by auditors whose appointment .

shall be approved by the Board and shall be subjected to reappoiniment on
annual basm provided that such Auditors are on the list of Auditors approvec!
fromtimeto t;me by the Auditor-General of the Federatlon

19. The Centre shall prepare and submit to the Natmnal Assembly
annually, through the President not later than six (6) months after the end of its
financial year, a report on the activities of the Centre's audited accounts for the
vear under review together with auditor's report thereon.,

20 "The provision of any enactment relating to the taxation of
companies or trust funds shall nof apply to the Centre,

21.-(1) The Centre may make regulation not inconsistence with thls
Act {2) Concerning any matter that;

(i) Mayor may not be preseribed in terms of a provision of this Act; or

(u) 1s mecessary {o prescribe for the effective carrying out of the
ob_]ectWE’s ofthe Act; _

{b) Providing for payment, by the National Assembly for this purpose,
or compensation to any person or dependents of- any person, whose death,
bodily injury or disablement results from any event cccurring in the course of

the performance of any function entrusted to sugh person inferms of this Act.
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{2} The Board may, with the approval of the President ake the
regulations for the effective operation of this Act.

22. Subject to the provision of this Act, the provision of the pubhc
officers' protection Act shall apply inrelation to any suit instituted againstan
officer oremployee of the Centre.

23. Anotice summons or other document required or authorized to
be served upon the Board under the provisions of this Act or any other law or
enactment may be served by delivering it to the Director - General or by
sending it by registered post and addressed to the Director - General at the
principal office of the Board.

24, In any action or suit against the Board, no execution or
attachment of process shall be issued against the Board,

5. In tf)Es Billuniess the context otherwise requires
"Centre" means the National Agricultural Raw Maierials Processing Centre,
esrabhshed by section | of this Bill;

"Ngor - Okpala" means a local government in Imo State where the centre

3

would be sited;
"Function" includes duties and powers
"President” means President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

* 26. This Bill may cited as the National Agricultural Raw Materials

Processma*Centre Ngor Okpala Biil, 2021,

Limitations
against suit

Service of
Documents

Restriction on
Executive against
properties of the
Commission

Interpretation

Short titls



C 1822  Naional Agriculiural Raw Materials Processing Centre, Neor-Okpala Bill, 2021 . 2021

o th B W R e

-

10
11
12
13
14
I3
16
17
18
1
20
21
22
23

24 -

25
26
27
28
29

SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIG& RELATING TO THE CENTRE, ETC
Proceedings of the Centre )

1.-(1} Subject to this Bill and Section 20 of the interpretation Act, the
Centre may make standing orders regulating its proceeding or those of its
committee;

(2) The quorum of the Centre's Board shall be the Chairman or the
person presiding at the meeting, and three (3) other members of the Board and
the quorum of any committee of the Centre shall be as determined by the
Centre.

2.-(1} The Cenire shall meet whenever it is summoned by the
chairman and if the Chairman is rec'mred to do so by giving him™not less than
four (4)_other members, he shall summon a meeting of the Centre to be held
within twenty-four (24) days from the.date upon-which the notice is given.

(2) Where the Centre desires to obtain the advice of any personona

i particular matter, the Centre may co-opt him to the Centre for such period of

time it deems fit, but a person who is in attendance by virtue of this
subparagraph shall not be entitled to vote at any meeting and shail not count
towards a quorum.

Commitiee

3. (I) The Cem:re may appoint one or more committee to carry out, on
behalf of the Centre such functions as the Centre may determine,

(2) The Committee appointed under this paragraph shall consider
such number of persons as may be determined by the Centre and a person shall
hold office in the committee in accordance with the term ofhis appointment.

(3) A decision ofa committee of the Centre shall be of no effect until it
is confirmed by the Centre. :

4.-(1) the fixing of the sgal of the Centre shall be authenticated by the
signature of the Chairman or any other member of the Centre generally or
specified by the Centre to ;'c\ct for the purpose énd the Chie_f Executive,

(2) Any contract or instrument which, ifmade or executed by a person
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not being a body corporate, would ot require to be under seq] may be made
or executed on behalf of the Centre by the Chief Executive or any person
generally or specified authorized by the Centre to act for the purpose,

(3) A document purporting to be a document duly executed under
seal of the Cenr.re shall be received in evidence and shall, unless and unti] the
colitrary is proved, be presumed to so execute,

5. The validity of any proceeding of the Centre orof a cornmitteg
shall nothe adversely affected by:

(a) Avacancy in the membership of the Centre or com mittee; or

(b) A defect in the appointment of a member of the Centre or
committee; or _ _ '

(c) Reason that a person not enfitled to do take part in the
proceedings of the Centre or committee.

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
This Bill seeks to establish a National Agricultural Raw Materials
Processing Centre in Ngor-Okpala, Ime State to curtail the wastage of
agricultural products in the rural areas and other parts of the Country due to

the absence of appropriate storage and processing facilities.
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