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A BILL 
FOR 

AN ACT TO ALTER THE PROVISIONS OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE FEDERAL 

REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA, 1999 TO CREATE ADDITIONAL SPECIAL SEATS FOR 

WOMEN IN THE FEDERAL AND STATE LEGISLATIVE HOUSES AND FOR 

RELATED MATTERS

Sponsored Hon. Nkeiruka Onyejeocha,    Hon. Femi Gbajabiamila

Co-Sponsors:
Hon. Ibrahim Khadija Bukar Abba Hon. Goodhead Boma
Hon. Lar Butmak Beni Hon. Akande-Sadipe Tolulope T.
Hon. Oluga Taiwo Olukemi Hon. Princess Mariam Odinaka
Hon. Onuh Onyeche Blessing Hon. Dukku Aishatu Jibril
Hon. Ogunlola Omowumi O. Hon. Gimba Zainab
Hon. Onanuga Adewunmi Oriyomi Hon. Lynda Chuba Ikpeazu
Hon. Mohammed T. Monguno Hon. Victor O. Nwokolo
Hon. Dachung Musa Bogos Hon. Gideon Gwani
Hon. Abubakar M. Yalleman Hon. Toby Okechukwu
Hon. Ndidi Elumelu Hon. Uzoma Nkem Abonta
Hon. Abubakr Yinusa Ahmad Hon. Chinda Kingsley
Hon. Adekoya A. Abdel-Majid Hon. Leo Ogo
Hon. Kariwy Duma Enwo Hon. Julius Ihonvbere
Hon. Maxwel Abdura E. Hon. Ahmed A. Safana
Hon. D. Abiante Hon. Yusuf A. Tajudeen
Hon. Shehu Saleh Rijav Hon. Solomon Maren B.
Hon. Ari Moh'd A. Hon. Amadi Dennis
Hon. Kolawole Taiwo Hon. Sylvester Ogbaga
Hon. B.Y. Ayinli Hon. Bello Hassan S.
Hon. Chinedu Ogah Hon. Mani Maishinko
Hon. Haman M. Hon. Onorisk A.
Hon. Afolabi O. Rasheed Hon. Nsikak Ekong
Hon. Banwa Shehu Iseji Hon. Saidu Doka Umar
Hon. Darlington Nwohocha Hon. Aniekan Umanah
Hon. Sada Soli Hon. Daniel Asuquo
Hon. Samson O. Kanu Hon. L. Babafunyi
Hon. Adejoro Adeogun Hon. Rimamnde S. Kwewum
Hon. Agbedi Y. Fredrick Hon. Mark Terseer Gbillah
Hon. Saidu Musa Abdullahi Hon. Magaji Da'u Aliyu
Hon. Ado Sani Kiri Hon. Haaz Kawu
Hon. Babajimi Benson Hon. Bashir Uba Mashema
Hon. Kani Abubakar Faggo Hon. Musa M. Pali
Hon. Pauchal L. O. Hon. Olumide A. Ojerinde
Hon. Akin Alabi Hon. Emeka M. Chinedu
Hon. Haruna I. Dederi Hon. Abdulsalam G. Mubarak
Hon. Thomas Ereyilani Hon. Gibron Goboki
Hon. Makure Livinus M. Hon. Muda Lawal Umar
Hon. James Faleke Hon. John Dyegh
Hon. Odebunmi Olusegun Hon. Garba Datti Muhammad
Hon. Kabiru Ioris Hon. Henry Nwawuba
Hon. Dozie F. Nwankwo Hon. Abubakar Nalaraba
Hon. Bello K. Hon. Usman Zannah
Hon. Umar Abdulkadir Sarki Hon. Mukhatu Shehu Ladan

[         ]

ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal Republic of 

Nigeria as follows:
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l.   The Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 (in this 

Act referred to as "the Principal Act") is altered as set out in this Bill. 

2. Section 48 of the Principal Act is altered by substituting the existing 

section 48 with a new section "48":

"48. Composition of the Senate: 

(1) The Senate shall consist of: 

(a) three Senators from each State and one from the Federal Capital 

Territory; and 

(b) an additional Senator for each State and for the Federal Capital 

Territory, who shall be a woman. 

(2) Notwithstanding the provision of subsection (1) of this section, 

nothing shall prevent a woman from contesting for any of the senatorial seats 

referred to in subsection (l)(a). 

(3) The provisions of subsection (1) (b) shall commence after the 

current life of the National Assembly and shall be reviewed after 16 years from 

its commencement notwithstanding any other provision of this Constitution." 

3. Section 49 of the Principal Act is altered by substituting the existing 

section 49 with a new section "49":

“49. Composition of the House of Representatives: 

(1) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the House of 

Representatives shall consist of: 

(a) three hundred and sixty members representing constituencies of 

nearly equal population as far as possible, provided that no constituency shall 

fall within more than one State; and 

(b) two additional members for each State and for the Federal Capital 

Territory, who shall be women. 

(2) Notwithstanding the provision of subsection (1) of this section, 

nothing shall prevent a woman from contesting for any of the seats in the 

constituencies referred to in subsection (1)(a). 

(3) The provisions of subsection (1) (b) shall commence after the 
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current life of the National Assembly and shall be reviewed after16 years 

from its commencement notwithstanding any other provision of this 

Constitution. 

4. Section 71 of the Principal Act is altered by inserting 

immediately after sub-sections (1) (a) and (b), new subsections "(2)" and 

"(3)":

71. Senatorial districts and Federal constituencies:

(1) Subject to the provisions of section 72 of this Constitution, the 

Independent National Electoral Commission shall:

(a) divide each State of the Federation into three Senatorial 

districts for purposes of elections to the Senate; 

(b) subject to the provisions of section 49 of this Constitution, 

divide the Federation into three hundred and sixty Federal constituencies for 

purposes of elections to the House of Representatives. 

(2) For the purpose of section 48 of this Constitution, a State shall 

constitute an additional senatorial seat to be occupied by a woman. 

(3) For the purpose of section 49 of this Constitution, the 

Independent National Electoral Commission shall divide each State of the 

Federation into two Federal constituencies to be occupied by women. 

5. Section 77 of the Principal Act is altered in subsection (1) by 

substituting the words "every Senatorial district or Federal constituency" in 

lines 1 and 2 with the words "every Senatorial district, Federal constituency 

and the additional seats":

"77. Direct election and franchise:

(1) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, every Senatorial 

district, Federal constituency and the additional seats established in 

accordance with the provisions of this Part of this Chapter shall return one 

member who shall be directly elected to the Senate or the House of 

Representatives in such manner as may be prescribed by an Act of the 

National Assembly." 
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6. Section 91 of the Principal Act is altered by substituting the existing 

section 91 with a new section "91":

"91. Composition of the House of Assembly: 

(1) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, a House of 

Assembly of a State shall consist of: 

(a) three or four times the number of seats, which that State has in the 

House of Representatives divided in a way to reflect, as far as possible, nearly 

equal population; and 

(b) one additional member from each of the three senatorial districts 

in the State referred to in section 48 (1) (a) of this Constitution, who shall be a 

woman. 

(2) Notwithstanding the provision of subsection (1) of this section, 

nothing shall prevent a woman from contesting for any of the seats in the 

constituencies referred to in subsection (1)(a) 

(3) The provisions of subsection (1 ) (b) shall commence after the 

current life of the State House of Assembly and shall be reviewed after 16 years 

from its commencement notwithstanding any other provision of this 

Constitution. 

Provided that a House of Assembly of a State shall consist of not less 

than twenty-four and not more than forty-three members." 

7. Section 117 of the Principal Act is altered in subsection (1) by 

inserting immediately after the words "every State constituency" in line 1, the 

words "and the additional seats":

"117. Direct election and franchise: 

(1) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, every State 

constituency and the additional seats established in accordance with the 

provisions of this part of this Chapter shall return one member who shall be 

directly elected to a House of Assembly in such manner as may be prescribed 

by an Act of the National Assembly." 

Alteration of 
Section 117
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Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999 (Fifth Alteration) Bill, 2021

8. This Bill may be cited as the Constitution of the Federal 

Republic of Nigeria, 1999 (Fifth Alteration) Bill, 2021. 

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

This Bill seeks to remedy the low representation of women in Legislative 

Houses by providing for the creation of additional separate seats to be 

contested and filled by only women in the National Assembly and State 

Houses of Assembly as a temporary measure to promote women's 

representation. The provision is subjected to a review after four general 

election cycles of sixteen years for the purpose of either retaining, 

increasing, or abolishing the temporary measure. 
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