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A BILL
FOR

AN ACT TO ESTaBLISH A MARKETING BOARD FoR AGRICULTURAL
PRODUCTS AND REGULATE THE BUYING AND SELLING oF AGRICULTURAL
ProbucTs IV NIGERIA; AND FOR RELATED MATTERS
Sponsored by Hon. Lawan Sherttima 41
[ 1]

ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria as follows:

Establishment of the A[arketing Board, ete.

1.-(1) There is hereby established, a board by the name of the
Agricultural Products Marketing Board {in this Bill referred to ag "the
Board")tobe responsible for the management and regulation of Agricultral
Products in Nigeria,

(2) The Board shall be 5 body corporate with perpetual succession
andacqrrﬁnon seal.

2 The Board shall consist of a Chaimman and the following other
members, that is:

(a) on;: representative of each State Government which is a nigjor
producer of agriculfural products:

(b} arepresentative of the F ederal Ministry of Agriculture;

{c} one representaiive of each of the following Federal Ministries,

that is:

(1) Agriculture and Rural Development: and

(i1} Commierce:

(d} the General Manager of the Board: and

(e) three persons appointed by the Ministerfor their special interest
magricultural production:

(2) The chairman shall be a personof ﬁrovenintegri[y coupled with
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experience and oulstanding ability in administration or in professional
agricullurat production

(3) The chairman shall be appointed by the President on the
recommendation of the Minister.

(4) The members specified in paragraphs (a} to (¢) and (f) and (g) in
subscction (1) of this section are hereafter referred to as "ex-officio members"”,

(5) The provisions of the First Schedule to this Bill shall have effect
with respect to the constitution of the Board and other matters therein
mentioned,

3.-(1) The chairman or any member of the Board other than an ex-
officio member shall:

{a) hold office for such period, not exceeding four years and on such
ierms 28 may be specified in bis letter of appointinent;

(b) unless he previously vacates his office, be eligible for re-
appeiniment for one further term of four years:

Provided that 110ﬁ1ing i1 this paragraph shall be constried as entitling
any person who has held office as chairman for a term and who is being re-
appointed under this paragraph to be appointed againas chairman;

{c) be paid out of money at the disposal of the Board such
remuneration and allowances in accordzmee with scales approved in that behaif
by the Precident.

23 The office of a member of the Board shall become vacant if;

() he resigns his office by notice in wiiting given fo the Minister,

{b) the period of his appointment has expired; or

(c) there is passed by the Beard a resolution declaring:

{i} that he has become incapable, by reason of menial or bodily
mnfirmity of discharging his duties: or

(11) that he has become nnfii for membership of the Board by reascnof
the fact that he has aninterest in a coniract entered intc by the Board and has not

disclosed thai fact, or
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(iif) that he has been . absent from three conseculive. meetings of the
Board without leave of the Board; or
(iv) be is convicted of an offence which involves moral nirpitude.

(3} Soon afier the office of a member of the Board has become

vacant, the authority by whick he wae appointed shall appoint another

personin his place in accordance with the provisions of this Bill,

4.-(1) It shall be the duty of the Board:

- () to secure the fnost favourable artangements for the purchase of
relevant agricultural products and subseqguent sale thereof to meet domestic
féquirements and the e{'acuation 10 a port of shipment of any surplus to such
reqmrements intended forexport; and

(b} to purchase all relevant agricultural producis which are offersd
for zale to the Beard and which conferm with the grades and standards of
quality prescribed under any enactment;

{C) to enter into contracis or partnerships with any company, firm
or person which in the opinion of the Board will facilitate the discharge of its
functions under or pursuant to this Bill;

(& ﬁo train manageiial and other staff for the purpose of the mnning
of its operations; :

@t support and stabilise the price of agriculnmﬂ products;

{f) to appoint licensed buying agenis;

() to fix and control the allowances to be paid 1o licensed agents
for relevant agricultural products;

Iy to grant, renew and withhold licences to Yicensed agents, o
impose conditions upon the granting or renewal of such licences and to
cancel or suspend them for good cause;

(i) to prescribe by public notice specific periods during which the

buying of the relevant agricultural product for export or-for mechanised

processing shall be prohibited, restricted or allowed:;

(i) to do all things necessary for and in connection with the -

Funetions of fhe

Board
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purchase, sale, cleaning-,; packing and transport of the relevant agricultural
products;

(k) to establish buying centres in all major producing areas for the
relevant commodity;

o (lj to conduct reséarch into the marketing of the relevant commodity;
and

(n) io do any other thing as may be necessary or expedient for giving
full effect to the provisions of this Bill.

{2) For the purpese of this section, the relevant agricultural products
shall be as specified by the Board and approved by the President.

(3) Subject to this Bill, the Board shall have power to do anything
which, in ifs opinion, is calculated to facilitate the carrying out of its functions
underthis Bill.

5.-(1) There shall be appointed a secretary to the Board who shall
have such experience and gualifications as are appropriate for a person
required to perform the functions conferred on the secretary by or under this
Bill

(2) The secretary shall be appointed by the Board and shall, subject to
the directions of the Board, be responsible for the general administration of the
hospitals an& shall carry out such other duties as the Board may from time to
time direct.

3) Sl@bject to this Bill, the Board shall have power:

(a) to appoint sug.hother employees of the Board as it may determine;

(b) to pav its empléyees such remmumeration and allowances as the
Board may witﬁ the approval of the Minister determine.

- 6. The Minister may gi\fe to the Board directions of .z general
character or relating- generally to particular matters (but not to any individual
person or case) with regard io exc]rciée by the Board of its functions under this

Bill and it shall be the dﬁiy of the Board to comply with the directions; but no
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1 direction shall be given which is inconsistent with tl'm duties of the Board
2 under this Bifl. c
3 Finance and discipline, elc.
4 7. The funds and resources of each Commodity Board shall be: Funds of the
3 (a) such sums as may be provided thereto by the Government of the foard
6 Federationeitherby way of loans or grants orotherwise howsoever,
7 (b) moneys derived from the sale of agricultural products;
"8 (¢) moneys earned or arising from any property or investments .
9 acquired by orvested in the Board under or pursuani to this Bill;
10 (d) all sums as may from time to time be lent to the, Board by any
11 person; and '
iz (e) all sums or assets which may in any manner become payable to
13 orvested inthe Board in respect of any matterincidental to its functions,
14 8. The Board may, from time to Hime, apply the funds at its Expenditure
I3 dispasal:
16 (a) to orinconnection with the purchase of the relevant agricultural
17 producis;
IR ' {b) to the stabilisation of prices of agricultural products;
19 {c} to the cost of administration of the Board, inchiding payments
28 to members theresf or of any commitiee of the Board and ail salaries,
21 allewances, grafuities or pensions and loans (o the staff of the Board:
22 (d} for and in connection with all or any of the functions of the
23 Board under this Bill orany other enaciment,
24 9.-(1) The Board shall prepare and submit to the Minister, niot later Annual reparts
25 than the 3ist day of Sepismber in each financial year, an estimate of iis
26 income and expenditure during the next succeeding financial year; and such
27 estimates shall be submitted by the Minister forapproval by the President,
28 (2} The Board shall kecp proper accounts in respect of each
29 financial year- (and proper records in relation to those agcounts) and shall

30 canse the accounts to be andited as soon as may be after the end of the
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.financial year to which the acoounts relaic by 2 firm of audifors approved from

the list of andilors-and in accordance wilk {h.e guidelines submitied by the
Auditor-General for the Federation as respects that year, by the Mindster for
Finance. _

(3) The Board shall with the approval of the Mim'stér have power:

(a} to borrow money; or .

(b} to charge fees for any facilifies provided by or by arrangement
with the Board (including in particular the provisiou of treatment and
accommodation).

10. The Board may, with the approval of the President, write off bad
debts. - _ -

11.-(1) If it appears to the Board that there are reasons for believing
that any person employed as a Staff of the Board should be removed from his
office oremployment, the Board shall require the secrefary fo:

(a) give notice of those reasons fo the personin question;

(b) afford him an opportmiity of making representétions i1 person on
the matter to the Board; and

{c) if the personin question so requests within the period of one month
bcgim:ing;vith the date of the nbticc, make arrangements:

(i} for a committee to investigate the matter to the-Board: and

(ii} for the person in question to be afforded an opportunity of
appearing before and being heard by the investigating commiitee with respect
to the matter, and if the Board, aftcr considering the report of the investi gating‘
committee, is safisfied that the person in question should be removed as
aforesaid, the Board may so remove him by a letter signed on ihe direction of
the Board.

(3) For good cause, any staff may be suspended from his duties or his
appointment or may be terminated by the Board; and for the purposss of this
section; "good cause" means:

(a) a conviction for any offence which the Board considers to be such
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is to render the person concerned unfit for the discharge of the functions of
his office;-

(b) any physical or mental incapacity which the board, after

- obtaining medical advice, considers to be such as to render the person

concemned unfit to continue te hold his office;

(c) conduct of 2 scandalous or other disgraceful nature which the
Board considers to be such as to render the person concemed unfit to
continue to hold his office: or

{d) conduct whick the Board considers to be such as to constifute
failure or inability of the person concerned to_djschargc the functions of his
office or to comply with the terms and conditions of his service.

(4} Any persen suspended shall, subject to subsectjons (2} and (3)
of this section, be on half pay and the Board shall before the expiration of a
period of three months after the date of snch suspension consider the case
against that person and come to a decision as to:

_ (&) whether to continue such person's suspension and if so, onwhat

terms (inchading the proportion of his emoluments to be paid to himy;

{b) whether to reinstate such person, in which case the Board ghall
restére lis fnll emoluments to him with effect from the date of suspension;

{c) whether to terminate the appointment of the person concerned,

. in which case such person will not be entitled to the proportion of his

emoluments withheld during the period of suspension, % .
(d) whether fo «tak'cr sllcil lesser disciplinary action against such
person {including the restoration of his emoluments that might have been
withheld), as the Board may determine, and in any case where the Board,
pursnant fo this section, decides to contimie a person's suspension or decides
to lake further disciplinary action against a person, the Board shail before
the expiration of a period of three months from such decision come to 2 final
determination in respect of the case concerning any such PETSOmL

(5} It shall be the duty of the person by whom a leiter of removal is
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signted in pursuance of subsection (1) of this section to use his best endeavours
to cause a copy of the leiter lo be served as soon as reasonably practicable on
the personio whom it relates, .

(6) Nothing in the foregoing provisions of this section shall prevent
the Board from making regulations for the discipline of all categories of
employees as the Board may prescribe,

(7} Regulations made under subsection (6) of this section need not be
published in the Federal Gazette but the Board shall bring them to the notice of
all affected persons in such manner as it may from time to time determine.

2. By-lawsrcgulatingbehavionrof the public

() The Board may, with the approval of the Minister make by-laws:

() as o the access of members of the public either generally orof a
particular class, to premises under the control of the Board and as to the orderly
conduct of the members of the public on those premises; and

(b for safegnarding any property belonging to or controlled by the
Board from damage by members of the public.

(2) By-laws under this section shall not come into force untii théy are
confirmed (with or without modification) by the Minister and published in
such manner as hie may direct. _

{3) By-laws made under this section may pr;nxficic that a breach of the
byv-lawsorcfa pa?ticular provision of the by-laws shall be pmlis(ii:élile by afine
(notcxeeedjpg N10,000) and in defanit of payment of the fine by impﬁsonm&nt
forsuch'z-i ﬂ-’,l)‘I-I; as may be so specified, or EX_;eeding sevendays.

(4) By-laws under this section shall not apply to any member of the
Board.

13. Inthis Bill, unless the context otherwise requires:

"Board” means the Agricultural Products Marketing Board established by
section 1 of this Bill;
“chairman” means the chairman of the Board:

*functions” inclodes powers and duties;
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1 "Minister" means the Minister charged with responsibility for agricnltural

2 mallers;

|F¥]

"President” means the President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria,

4 4. This Bitl may be cited as the Agriculiural Products Marketing  spore e
5 Board Bill, 2021,

6 SCHEDULES

7 FmRsT ScHEDULE

8 CONSTITUTION, ETC., OF THE BOARD

9 Proceedings of the Board

10 I. Subject to the provisions of this Bill, the Board may make
il standing orders regulating the proceedings of the Board or any commitice
12 thereof

13 2. The quomim of the Board shall be five wihich shall include the
14 chairman and at least one other member who is not an sx-officio member,
15 and the quoram of any committee of the Board shall he determined by the
ia Board.

17 3.-(1) The Board shall elect from aAMeng its mmbemmpmbcriﬁ be
18 Deputy Chajrm:m of the Board for snch period as the Board IlldVﬁ # e,
15 so however that a deputy chairman who ceases to be 2 member shall cease 1
20 be chairman,

21 (2) At any time while the office of chairman is vacant or the
22 chairman is absent from Nigeria or is in the opinion of the Board
23 permanently or iemporarily unable to petform the functisng of his office, the
24 deputy chairman shafl perform those functions, and references fo ihe
25 chaitman in this Schedule shall be construed accordingly.

26 4.-(1) Subject to the provisions of any standing crders of the Board,
27 the Board shall meet whenever it is summarised by the chairman; and if the
28 chairman is required so to do by notice given to him by not less than five
29 other members, he shall summon a meeling of the Board te be held within

30 fourteen days of the date of the rece iptby him of the notice.
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(2) At any meeiing of the Board the chairman or in his absence the
deputy chairman shall preside, but il both are absent the members presental the
meeting shall elect one of their nitmber to preside at the meeting.

{(3) Where the Board desires to obtain the advice of any person ona
particular matter, the Board may co-opt himi as member for such period as it
thinks fit; but a person who is 2 member by virue of this sub-paragraph shail
not be entitled to vote atany meeting of the Board and shall not count towards a
(UOTLII. .

(4) Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this paragraph, the
first meeting of the Board shall be sutimoned by the Minisier who may give
such direction as he thinks fit as to the procedure which shall be followed ai that
meeting,

Conmmittees ,

5.-(1) Withoui prejudice to the other provisions of this Bill, the Board
may appoint one or more committees to carty out, on behalf of the Board, such
of its functions as the Board may determine.

(2) A comimitice appointed under this paragraph shall consist of such
nuumber of persons as ﬁlay be determined by the Board and not more than one-
third of those persons may be persons who are not members of the Board; and 2
person other than a member shail hold office on the commiitee in accordance
with the instrument by which he is appointed.

{3) A decision of a committee appointed under this paragraph shall be
of o effect until it is confirmed by the Board.

Remuneration

6. Subject to this Bill, the Board shall have power:

“{a) to pay any. member or any other person appointed fo a commiltee
of the Board snch rermuneration (whether by way of salary, fees ocrothenvise) in
respect of the performance of his funciions under this Bill, and such maveliing
and subsistence allowances while on any business of the Board, as the Board

may determine;
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I (b} as regard employees in whose case it may determine so to do, to

2 pay io or in respect of them such pensions and gratuilics approved by (he

[#5)

Government of the F ederation; and

4 . (¢} to give loans o its employees for purposes approved by the
5 Board. »
6 Aiscellaneous

7 7.-(1) The fixing of the seal of the Board shall be authemicate(} by
3 the signatmze of the chafrman or of some other member authorised generally
9 orspeciaily by the Board to act for (hat purpose.

10 {2) Any contracl or instriument which, if made or executed by a
11 person not being a body corporafe, would not be required o be under seal
12 may be made or executed on behalf of the Board by any person generally or
i3 specially authorised to act for that purpose by the Board.

14 (3) Any document puporting to be a document duly execnted
15 under the seal of the Board shall be received inevidence and shall, unless the
16 contrary is proved, be presumed to be so execuied.

I7 8. The validity of any proceedings of the Board “or a commitice
i8 thereof shall not be affected by any vacancy inthe membership of the Board
19 ot comumitiee, orby any defect in the appointment of a menther of any other
20 personio serve thereon

21 9. Any member, and any person holding office on a committes of
22 the Board, who has a persenal interest in any contract or arrangement
23 entered infe or proposed to be considered by the Board shall forthwith
24 disclose his interest to the Board and ghall not vole onany qﬁesﬂeu relating
23 o lhe contract orarmangement.

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
This Bili seeks to establisha Marketing Board for Agriculniral Products and

regulate the buying and selling of A gricultural Products in Nigeria.







