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AN ACT To PROVIDE AMONG OTHER THING.S A FRAMEWORK For TI{E

DOLUMFN‘I'ATION AND TRANSMISSION OF HAND OVER NoTES FROM ONE

ADMINISTRATION To ANOTHER, AND To ENSURE THE PUBLICATION OF
SAME INTHE OFFICIAL GAZETTEAND FOR RELATED MATTERS
Sponsored by Hon. Oﬁzoregie Ogbeide-Thama

| [ ]

ENACTED by the National Asgsembly of the Federal Repubilic of
Nigeria as follows:

1.-(1) There shail be estabhshcd a Transition Commxttee to be
inaagurated by an incumbent President niot later than One (1) Month before
the expiration of the tenure of the President.

(2) The Committee shall consist of a Chairman who shall be the
serving Secretary to the Government of the Federation and Six (6} other

* members to include:

(1) The Head of Service of the Federation;

.(ii) The Permanemnt Secretmy Federal Ministry of Fmance

(iii) The Permanent Secretary, Federal Ministry of Interior;

(iv) And any other three (3) members as may be appﬂmted by an
incumbent President.,

(3) The Presideni-clect shall constitnte a Commitice one (I monﬂn
to the date fixed for handing over who shall Kaise with the Trax_fsitidn
Committee fora smooth iransition process:

Provided that where an' inéumhcnt President wiil succeed himself,
the provision of sub-section (3) of this section shall not apply.

2-(1)The Committee shall ‘have fhe mandate to prepare and
publish hand over notes of an outgoing Administration and shall have the
following functions:
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Powerg of the
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(@ to collate all 'releyant information from all Goveriment
Ministrics, Agencies, Dcparunenls zm;;i Public Corporations (o ehable tlie
preparahon of the Hand over notes; -

(b) to prepare 'a detailed jnventory of all existing assets and liabilities
of the Gﬂverh'rhéhi asat the date of the intentory; ‘

(c) In .synergy with the mcumbent Pre51dent, prepare tlie liand over

' notes of thie Pre51dent's adlmmsmmon

(d) make ,reconunendatxons on curreni policies of the govermnent;

(&) to pub]is‘h ﬂtc hand over notes in the official Gazette of such other
medintn readily acccssi_bla to the public; _

o (f) to ‘ensure that the severance benefits of the incumbent President
his Appointees and Aides are paid on orbefore the date of hand over,

“ (8) :to do all such acts and things, whether incidentat te the powers
éforesaid ‘ornot.: as may be requisite in order to further the objects of this Act.

(2) Notwithstanding any provisions in this Act to the contrary, the
duty of the Committee to publish the hand over notes in the official Gazette is
subjeclt to extant laws of the Federal Repufblic of Nigena restricting the
publication of certain setisitive or classified information on issues borderingon
Nattonal Security/Defence and international relations.

3_-:(.1) Tﬁc Commiitee shall have power to do any of the following:

(a) gather relevant information by. demanding for teports, records,
documeﬁts; 6{ other information from Government Ministries, Agencies,
Departments and Public Corporations;

o éompel the production of any information required for the
ﬁerfunna'nce' of iis functions by Government Ministrics, Agencies,
Departments and Public Corgora_ﬂons;

(cj in{en'iew any person, Sroup, organization or institntion for the
purpose of carrying out its functions;

(d) hoid inquiry or investigation on the affairs of Government

Ministries, Agenciésj Departments and Public Corporations for the purpose of
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1 - canrying outits functions;
2 (€) access official records/documenis of Goy ‘emmici Ministries,
3 Agencies, Depariments and Public Corporations for the purpose of cartying

4 out its functions;
3 {f) appoint any person, firm, organization or sub—cormmttee as its
6 agent o cany out specific tasks in ﬁu'thcmnce of the ﬁmcuons of the
7 Committee under this Act .
g (g) exclude from the hand over hotes to be published in the Gazette,
Y lnformahon that may border on issues of National Secmtv/Defence
10 International relations orotherclassified information,

1 4.-{1} the Hand Over notes (o be prepared by the Ccmmlttee shall I}:’I;?:I::I;anﬁm
12 among othcr things includes the following:
L3 (a) summary of policies mtroduced and/or implemented by the
14 incumbent administration;
15 (b} summary of activities of the offices of the Presrdent dnd Vice-
16 President:
17 {c) summary of activities of the Mlmstnes , Agencies, Dcpariments
18 and Public Coiporations;
19 - (d) au inv enmry of the Assets and liabilities of the Government
20 including ongoing projects;
21 (e) recommendations and developmental projections.
22 5.-(1) The Committee shall conchude the hand over notes no later Presentation and

. publication of

23 than Fourtcen (14) days before the day power is to be handed over to the Hand over notes
24 President-elect:
25 - (2) The Committee shall make available a copy of the Hand gver
26 notestocachofthe following State Qrgans:
27 (i) the Senate President;
28 (i1) the Speaker House of Representatives;
29 (iit) the Chief Justice of Nigeria,
36 {3} Subject to the provision of Section 2(2) of this Act, the
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Offences

Commiitee sha]] cause the: hand over notes to be published in the oﬁicldl.

_Gaacuc of lhe Federal Governmeni niot later ﬂrun lhe date of lramfer of power

lo the new adnumstmﬂon. ,

' (4) Where the Comnu[tee fdﬁs to- publish the hand over notes as
pm\ ided in sub-sectmn (2) of this Section; it shall dev olve on the new
ddmlmsl:mtmn to publlsh same within Fifteen days aﬁcr assuming office.

(5) Where the Comlmttee fails to publish the hand over notes and the

ue“ admnustratmn also faﬂs to publish same w 1thm the titne stipulated by this
Act, any member of the pubhc may apply to-the office of the Secretary to the

GO\ emmem of the cheratlon to be gl‘ ena Certified Copy of the hand over

) nutes

(6) Whe:re anv person apphes for a cel‘ufled copy of the hand over

notes and pavs tbe prescnbed fees the ofﬁce of the Secretary to the

‘Government of the Federation shall within thirty (30) days make available to

such person a certified copy of the hand over notes or give reasons in writing
for the denial. N '

(7 whérﬁ aperson wl-lo has applied for a copy of the hand over notes
and has paid the prescribed fees is denied access to the hand over notes within
the stiputated time,. éuch apersonmay wiﬁlin Thirty (30) days after such denial
apply fo the Court for a review of the matter or to compel the office of the
Secretary to the Government 6ﬂhé Federation to comply with the provisions of
this Act.

6.;(1) A pei’son who: 7

(a) withholds infonnﬁon from the Commitiee or fails to respond to
an inquiry made to 2 Government Ministrf, Agency, Department or Public

Corparahon bv the Committee w 1th1n the Umeframc specified for the delivery |

of such mformanon to the Commiites;

(b} submits false or misleading information to the Cominitiee;
(c) without justification or lawful excuse, obstmucts, hinders, or

threatens a member ot agent of the Committee acting under this Act, commits
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1 an ﬁffence under this Act and shall be liable, on conviction to imprisonment

2 for a ferm of Six (6) months or (0 a (ine of N500,000.00 (Five Hundred

3 Thounsand Naira).

4 T.-(1) In this Bill: Intarpretation
5 “Administration” means the term of office accruing to any personoccupying

6 the office of the President;

7 "Cl.assiﬁcd information" means any information or thing which, under any

8 System of security classification, from time to time, fil use by or by any

9 branch of the government, is not to be disclosed to the public and of which
10 the disclosure to the public would be prejudicial 1o the security of Nigeria;

1i | "Committec" means the Transition Committee;

12 o Governme:it" means the Government of the Federation;

| 3. | "President” means the President of the F ederal Republic of Nigeria;

14 o "Secretary to the Government” means aPersonappointed as the Secretary fo
15 the Government the F ederation: _

16 | "Ofﬁciai Gazette" the official Joumal of the Goverent used to convey
17 legal and state notices;

18 "Prescribed fees” means the amount fo be charged an applicant for the hand
19 overnotesinthis Actwhich sha[l be fixed by the office of the Secretaty to the
20 Government of the Federation.

21 8. This Bill may be cited as the Transition Bill, 2021. Shert fiile

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
This Bill seeks to provide among other things, a framework for the
documentation and transmission of hand overnotes from one administration

fo another, and to ensure the publication of same in the official gazette.







