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ABILL
FOR

AN AcT To PrRoOVIDE A FRAMEWORK FoR THE SUPPORT, MANAGEMENT
AND PROTECTION OF WITNESSES AND FoRt RELATED MATTERS

Sponsored by Hon. Nkeiruka Onyejeocha

{ 1

ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal Republic of

Nigeria as folloswvs: |
PART I » OBJECTIVES AND APPLICATION

1, The mainobjectives of this Act are to- ‘

(a) establish legal and institutional frémework to profect witnesses
and related persons, with responsibilitics for czirrying out all administrative
duties relating to witnesses and related persons, including providing
temporary protection and related services in accordance with the provisions
of this Act;

(by ensure that the relevant agency takes responsibility for entering
ftrto an agreement with the witness on bebal of the State;

(¢} regulate the procedure and determing the manney in witdch the
provisions of this Act shall be carried out;

(4 designate places to be wtilised as places of safety for the
puiposes of the Witness Protection Programme established under this Act;
and

(cy ensure effective nse and vationwide supervision of Wituess
Protection Officers of the relevani agency.

(i ensure that adequate consideration is given to the rights of
witnesses under this Act; and

(£) harmonise existing laws and policies on witness proteciion and

management.
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(c} a procedure o determine criteriﬁ for admission to and removal
from the Programme; ' o

() atruining scheme for Wilness Protection Officers.

(2) The actions taken m;der' subsection (1) of this section may
inchude.

(&) plysical and armed proteciion;

{b) making necessmy arrangement to allow the witness establigh a
new identity;

(¢ relocating the witness;

{dy providing accommodationfor the witness;

(¢) providing logistics for transporting the propesty of the witness;

(fy providing reasonable financial assistance to the witness,

(g) permitting a person involved in the administration of the
Programme to tge an assumed name in canying ont his duties and have proper
documentation supporting the zissumed name;

(hy taking the actions listed in paragraphs (a) to (g) of this subsection
in respect of a forgign witness present in Nigerid, pursuant to any law,
agreement or arangeraeit between Nigg,ﬁa and the country of the foreign
witﬁess; and

(&) doinyg such other things as the relevant agency considers necessary
to ensure the safety of the witness,

(3} The relevant agency may request the court to implement diwing
conit proceedings, protection measures whichmay include~

(%7 holding closed segsions;

() theuse of pscudonymis;

{cy the redactionof identity information;

(<t} the nse of video link with the opp;»ﬁmﬁty for cross examination of

a witsegs by the logal practitioner represesting the defendant, wheve

‘prscticable; and
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1 | () employing measures fo dbscure or distort the identity of the
2 wilness. | ,

3 (4) The relevant agency shall put in place support measures to
4 facilifate the integration of the witness into the Programime, -

5 8.(1) A witness who has reason to believe that his safety orthe pppaion
6 safety of any other person is o may be threatened by any person of group or p"',ff,;‘fif,m the
7 class of persons whether known to him or not by reason of his being a
8 witness, may- '

9 (a) report the belief-

10 (i) to the investigating officerin fhat investigation,

i1 (if) to apersonincharge of a police station, _

12 (ijy if he isina correctional facility, to the personin charge of the
13 correctional facility where he is being detained,

14 (iv) to the prosecutoror any otherpersonconcerned, or

i5 {v)to the heads of the relevant agency.

16 (b) apply ih the prescribed manuer that he or any related personbe
17, placed nnder protection.

18 (2) A person to whom a report is made under subscction (1) of this
19 section shall assist the applicant in the making of an application for
20 protection and, unless he is the head of the relevant agency, shall
21 immediately-

22 (a) inform the head of the relevani agency of the application; and

23 (b) submit the application to the head of the relevant agency.

24 (3) Where a witness is for any reasoi unable to make a report under
25 snbséction (1) (a) of this section or to make an application for protection
26 under subsection (1) (b) of ihis section-

27 (a) the investigating officer or prosecutor concerned withthe case;
28 (b) alaw enforcement officer; or

29 (c) the legal representative of the witness;

30 may if he has reason to believe that the safety of the witness or any related
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1 of the witness relates;
2 (b} the nature and imporlance of the witness's les limony;
3 (c} the nature of the perceived threat and or danger to the witness;
4 {d) the nature of the witness relationship to any other witness being
5 considered for inclusion or who isalready in the Pro grammie;
6 (e) the result of any psychological or psychiatric examination or
7 evaluation of the witness conducted to determine his suitability forinciusion
8 inthe Programme;
9 (©) whether there are viable alternative methods of protecting the
10 witness;
11 () whether the witness has a criminal record, particularly in
12 respect of vielent crime, which indicates a risk to the public if he is included
13 in the Programme;
14 (1} the probability that the wiiness or any refated person will be
15 able to adjust to protection, having regard to the personal characteristics,
16 circiunstances and family or other relationships of the witness or any ofher
17 peréon;
18 (i) likelihood of any danger to the communily if the witness or any
19 otherperson is not placed underprotection; and
20 (i} any other factor that the relevant agency may considerrelevant.
21 (3) To enable the depariment or unit of a relevant agency make a
22 praper evaluation of an applicaﬁon for inclusion in the Programume, it shall
23 be- '
24 ) (2) afforded immediate and full access to any crime docket and
25 statement of a witness and to any evidg:nce giveninany proceedings; and
26 (b) entitled to obtain certified true copies of any statement or
27 e‘jidcnce oragty par of it niade inconnection with the matter.
28 4) W11110ut prejudice to the provmmns of sectmn 5 ofthis Act,a

29

witness shall not be mcludcd in the Progrmmne unless the witness or a
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person legally responsible for the witness agrees in writing to the inclusion in
lhe Programine.

(5} The relevant agency shall not consider documentation from a
witness whichrepresents that the witness-

(a) hasaqualificationwhich he doegnot have; or

(b} iseniifled to abenefil to which e is not entitled.

8.-(1) After considering an application for inclusion in the
Programme, the relevant agency may-

(a) subject lo secton 6 ( 1) and pending the approval or refusal of an
application under paragraph (b) or (c) of this subsection, make any interim
arrangement with the witness or related person relating to his protection under
this Act;

(b approve the application and place the witness or any related
pesson under proiection in accordance with the protection agreement entered
into by oronbchalf of the witness orrelated personand the relevant agency; or

(c} refuse the application and, where applicable, by wiitten notice {o
the witness, revoke any temporary protection under which he or any related
person hasbeen placed undersection 5 (1) of this Act.

(2)Where the mlcvan%ﬁcncv refuses an application under subsection
{1) of this section, the Head shall inform the witness of the refusal and the
witnessmay, within seven days of beiﬁg informed, apply to the relevant agency
forareview of the decision.

{3) The relevant agency shall, within seven days of receipt of the
requestforareview of its decision under subsection (2) of this section-

(&) review, confirm, reverse or vary the decis.ion; and

{b) inform the witness in writing of its decision,

9.-(1) Prior to the inclusion of .a witness or related pérson in the
Programme, the relevant agency shall, subject to subsection (2) of this section,
enterinto awritten protection agreement-

(a) withithe witness;
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1 (b) where applicable, withecachrelated person; and
2 {c) subject lo this Act, in the case of a minor, wilh the parent or
3 guardian,
4 | (2) The relevant agency may enter info a provisional protection
5 agreciment with a minorreferred to insection 5 (5) of this Act.
6 (3) Where-
7 (a} a parent or guardian of a witness signg a protection agreement
8 because the witness was under the age of eighteen years; and
9 (b) the agreement is still operating after the witness attains the age
10 of cighteenyears,
11 the relevant agency may require the witness to sign the agreement having
12 attained the age of maturity.
13 {4} A protection agreement shall set out the terms and conditions
14 under which a witness or related person is io be placed under profection,
15 incinding-
16 (a) an obligationonthe wclevant agency-
17 (i) to take such reasonable steps as are necessary to provide the
18 witness with the protection and related services, as referred to in the
19 protectionagreement, and 7

20 (ii) nbt o keep a protected person under protection in any
21 correctional facility or custody, unless otherwiée agreed npon. |
22 | (b} an obligation on the witness or related person-
23 (i) where applicable, 0 give the evidence as required in the
24 proceedings to which the prb tectionrelates, -
25 (i) to meet all financial obligations incurred by him that are not
26 bayablc by the relevant agency under the terms of the protection agreement,
27 (iii) to meetall le gal obligations, expenses incurred by the witness,
28 including any obligation regarding the cus:fody and maintenance of the
29 dependant, ‘
30

(iv) to refrain from any activity that constitutes 4 criminal offence;
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i {v) to refrain from activities that might endanger his safety or that of
2 any oiher prolecied person,
3 (vi) to accept and give effect 1o 211 reasonable requests and directions
4 made or given by the relevant agency in relation to the protection provided and
S obligations under the protection agreement,
6 (vii) to inform the relevant agency of any other proceedings which
7 have beenor may be instituted by or against the witness, orin which the witness
8 isotherwise involved, and
9 (viii) not to endanger the security or any other aspect of the protection
10 agreementor any other matter relating to the Programme;
1 {c) any other prescribed terms and conditions or obligations agreed
12 wupon;and
i3 (d) a procedure in accordance with which the protection agreement
14  may,ifnecessary, be amended.
Protection of 15 14k -(1) Subject to subsection (2) of this section, a minor shall not be
mm 16 included in_thc Pro'grammc without the consent of the parent or guardian.
17 (2{2 Aminor;
18 (a) who, as a witness, applies for protection in respect of proceedings
19  agamst his parent or guardian orin which his parent or guardian is a suspect;
20 (b) who has no parent or guardian;
21 (¢} whose parent or guardian cannot be identified or found,
22  notwithstanding reasonable efforts made to do so; or
23 (d) whose parent or gnardian is unreasonably withholding oris unable
24 togivehis émlsent.
25 mnay be inclnged in the Programme without the consent of the parent or
26  guardian, where the relevant agency is of the opinion that it is necessary to do
27  soforthe safety of the minor.
28 (3) The televant agency shall, in the circumstances referred in
29  subsection(2) of thissection-
30 | (a) within seven days of the inclusion; or
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(b) within such further period as the Judge, in whose area of

Jurisdiction the minor is domiciled or ordinarily resident, may determing in
an application made to him in chambers by the relevant agency,

submit to the Judge, for consideration in chambers, a report setting out the
reasons for the inclusion and the provisional protection agreement referred
toin section 9 (2) of this Act,

{(4) The relevant agency shall also furnish to the minor concemed
and, where applicable, to the parent or gnardian, a copy of the report aﬁd the
provisional profection agreement referred to in subsection (3) of this
section,

(5) Afier consideration of the report and provigional protection
agreement referred (o in subsection (3) of this section, the Judge may, by
order-

(a) set aside the inclusion in the Programme;

(b} confirm the inclusion and ratify the provisional protection

agreement; or

(c) confirm the inclusion and amend the provisional protection |

agreement in such manner as he considers to be in the best interest of the
minort, and necessary fo ensure the safety of the minor,

(6) Where the inclusion of a minor in the Programme is set aside
under subsection (5)a) of this section, fhe relevant agency shall
immediately discharge the minor from protection.

(7) A provisional protection agreement, ratified or amended under
subsection (5) of this section, shall constitute a binding protection

agreement between the relevant agency and the minor,

(8) The Court shall appoint the head of the relevant agency as the

guardian of a minor placed under temporary protection under section 6(2} of
this Act or included in the Programme under subsection (2} of this section.
11.-(1) The relevant agency iy, subject to subsections (6) and

(10) of this section, by written notice, terminate the inclusion of a withess in

Termination of
protection
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the Programme, if the relevant agericy is of the opinion that-

(2) the salety of the wilness is no longer threalened,

(b) satisfactory alternative m*raﬁgemeuts have beent made for the
protection of the witness, |

-(c) the witness has failed to comply with any obligation imposed

_ underthis Act orby the protection agreement;

(d}lthe witness in making application forinclusion in the Programme-
(i) wilfullj/ furnished false or misleading information,
(ii) made a statement whichis false or misleading, or

(i) wilfully failed to disclose any relevant information in the
application;

(e) the condﬁct of the t.vitnelss has endangered or may endanger the
salety of another protected witness;

(f) the conduct of the witness, i$ likely to threaten the security or
compromise the infegrity of the Progrgmnle; or

('g) the witness has wilfully cansed serions damage to the place of
safety or to any property in or at the place of safety,

_{2) Subject to subsections (4) and (6) of this section, the relevant
agency may, after considering any representation rﬁade under subsection (6) of
this section, and onbeing satisfied that- 7

(a) the evidence of a witﬁess is no longer required in the proceedings
concerned; or

(b) the proceedings have been concluded,
by written notice of termination, within a reasonable time but not later than 28
days, terminaie the participation of the witness and all related persons in the
Prog‘rranunc. A '

(3) Where, after the conclusion of proceedings, the relevant agency is
of the opinion that the safety of a person who is to be discharged from the
Witness protection Programmé is still Being threafened, the .re'lévant agency

may ofi the application of-
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1 () the person;

2 {b) the parent or guardian of a minor, or

3 (¢} aminor referred to in section 10 (2) of this Act,

4 cxiend the protection for such period as it considers necessary.

5 (#) The protection of a minor referred to in section 10(2) of .this Act
6 shall not be extended under subsection (3) of this section without the prior
7 approval of a Judge in cluunberé;.

8 (5) The relevant agency shall, before it terminates a witness'
9 paﬁicipatian in the Programme, take reasonable step to notify, in the case of
10 atermination undes-
11 (a) subsection (1) of this sectionthe witness and, if e is a minor, his
12 parent or gnardian, if any, and
13 {b) subsection (2} of this section, the witngss aﬁd, if he is a minor,
14 hig parent or gnardian, if any,
15 (6} The relevant agency shall allow the witness, and in the case ofa
1o minor, his parent or guardian, if anyto make written representation to it
17 within the period of 28 days as in subsection {2)and inrelation to any matter
18 regarding the termination,
19 (7} A witness remains a participant in the Pro gramime until-
20 (a) the witness' participﬁtion is terminated under subsection {1} or
21 - (2) of this section or in accordance with an agreement referred to in section
22 9(1) (a) of this Act; or
23 (b) awaiver of protection, in the prescribed manner, is submitted to
24 the relevant agency by- |
25 (i) the witness, ‘
26 (it} the parent or gnardian of a minor, if any, or
27 (i11) a minor referred to under section 10 (2) of this Act,
28 (8) Subject 1o subsection (9) of this section, the relevant agency
29 shall, on receipt of a waiver of protection referred to in subsection (7) of this
30 section, terminate the participation of a witness in the Programme, withont
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any delay and notify the witness,

(9) The relevant agency shall not terminate the participation of a

“minor referred to in section 102} of this Actunder this section without the prior

approval of a Fudge in chambers,
(10) A decision of the relevant agency to lerminate participation of a
witness in the Programme takes effeci-

(a) within a reasonable time, but not later than 28 days, of the relevant

agency notifying the witness of the decision; or

(b) where the witness's whereabouls is not known and the relevant
agency has taken reasonable but unsuccessful sieps (o notify the witness, at the
end of aperiod of tventy-eight days after due steps were taken.

1Z2.-(DHA W;itness who is ziggriaved. by a decision, action or steps taken
by the relevant agency may, within fourteen days, apply to the relevant agency
forareview.

(2) The relevant agency shall, on receiving an application under
subsection (1) of thig section- .

(a) review the decision, action or steps concerned, and confirm,
reverse orvary it; and

(b} inform the witness of ihe decision,

13.-(1) Proceedings in which a protected person is a party ora witness
may, subject to the provisions of subsection (2) of this section, be proceeded
withunder the laws re gulaﬁng the proceedings.

(2) Where it appears to a Judge, in an ex parfe application, made in
chzimbérs by the head of a relevant agency, that the safety of a witness might be

endangered by the institution or prosecution of any proceedings in which a

protected personis a patty ora witness within his area of jurisdiction, the Judge

may make any order he considers appi’dliriata with regards to the institution,
prosc:cutlon orpostpnnement of ﬂlOSB pmceedmgs fo-
(a) prevent the dlsclosure of the 1dent1ty or whereabcuts of the person;

G, dchleve the objectives of this Act.
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1 (3) The parties to the proceedings concerned and their legal
2 represeniatives shall be given notice of an order made under subsection (2)
3 of this sectionin aécordénce witli the rules of court.
4 (4) The address of the relevant agency shall, for all purposes of
5 service of processes on a witness, serve as the residential address of the
6 witness and notice of that address shall be givenin writing by the Head of the
7 relevant agency and delivered by hand or sent by registered mail by him to
8 allother parties or their legal representatives,
9 14, Where a Judge, in an ex-parie application made to Iim in  Access o parsans
in the Programsme
10 chambers by the relevani agency, is satisfied that the safety of a witness
11 might be endangered by the exercise of a right of access of that person, the
12 Judge may suspend the right of access or make any order he considers
13 appropriate with regards to the exercise of the right to- |
14 (@) prevent the disclosure of the identity or wlhereabouts of the
15 witness, or
16 (b) achieve the objectives of this Act.
17 15.-(1) The head and any other umpioye_u of e reloviayd agonoy Rates of
13 shall, on assamption of office in the relovant agemey, it < vnoathormake an ;‘:’f‘j::;;:l[]‘fz of
19 - affirmation in i presctibed form. tnformation
20 (2) The oath or affirmation referred to in subseclion (1) of this
21 section, shall be taken or made, in the cagse of-
22 (&) the head, befdm the Altorney - General; and
23 () any otherem p]o;vcc of the relevant agency, before the Head.
24 (3} Subject to subsection {4) of this section, a person whe obiaing
25 information in.. (e ordinary course of his official duly relating to fhe
26 administration of the Pro.gi.‘z-tmmc, shall not be roquired, in any proceedi ngs
27 béfb'ié E{n;r éour[, tribunal or commission of inguiry, howsoever described,
28 to-
29 (a) produce .any document; or
30 (b} divulge or communicate any maticr obtain&;d, relating to the
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performance of his duties inconnection with the Programme,
unless the Courl makes an order in the interest of Jjustice thal provides (o the
contrary, or the proceedings relate to an offence against this Act. |

(4) Subject to subsection (6) of this section, the relevant agency may,
on such conditions as it deems fit, disclose any infoxmation in respect of a
wilness- ;

(a) with the consent of-

(i) the witness concerned, or

(i) his parent or guardian, where he is a minor;

(b) where the witness has previously disclosed the information or
acted inamanner which resulted in the disclosure;

{c)where the disclosure is-

(i) required for the exercise or protection of any right, or

(i1} in the public interest; or

(d) in any criminal proceedings, if the disclosure is necessary to
establish the guilt or innocence of a person.

(5) The relevant agency shall not disclose any information in respect
of aminoraeferred to insection 10 (2) of this Actwithont the prior approval of a
Judge inchambers,

(6) The relevant agency shall, before it discloses any information in
respect of a witness in the circumstances referred in subsection (4) (b), {c) or

(d) of this section, take reasonable steps to notify-

(a) the wilness; or

(b) the parent or gnardian of the witness, if any, if'he is aminor,
of the contemplated disclosure in the prescribed manner,

(7) The relevant agency shall allow a witness ot, where applicable, his
parent or guardian, if any, to make written representation to it within the
prescribed period in relation to any matter relating to the contemplated
disclosure,

(8) The provisions of subsection (6) of this section do not apply if the
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1 relevant agency is of the opinion that the notification may jeopardize the

2 purpose forwhich the information is to be disclosed.

3 (9) The relevant agency shall, in determining whether information

4 in respeci of a witness should be disclosed under subsection (4) of this

5 section, take into consideration- |

6 (@) the reasons for the disclosure;

7 -' (b) the probability that the disclosure may endanger the safety of

8 the witness concerned or that of any other protecied person or the integrity

9 of the Programme under this Act;

10 (c) -whethcr the need for rhe disclosure can effectively be met by

11 any other means;

12 {d) whether there are effective means available to prevent any

13 further disciosure of the information; and

14 (e} anty other factor that, in the opinion of the Relevant agency,

15 shouldbe takeninto consideration,

16 (16) A person shall not disclose any information efarred to in

17 subseclion (3} of this scotion-

iy - (8) which came into hig possession, o7 to his knowledge or was

19 disclosed o hino; er

20 by where he ought to have reasonably suspected that the

21 information was disclosed fo him,

22 16.-(1) A Judge, shall make an order referred to in snbsection (Dol Proldhiien of

pubicativn of
23 this sectio- miormation
cotesEming 1

24 (a) at any prececding in which a protecied person is a pasly ory  ProEsted panos
23 witness; or

26 (b} ai any proceeding, ather than "proceedings” as defined  in

27 section 9 of this Act, instituted or conducied under any law, in which a

28 protected person is a party or a vilness and in respect of which he is under

29 any law compellable to-

30 (i) answer questions,
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(ii) give assistance, or

(i) produce any book, record, document or object in his possession
runder lus control in the proceedings,

(2) The Judge shall make an order under subsection (1) of this section
prohibiting the publication of any information, iﬁcluding any drawing, picture,
illustration, painting, photograph, whether produced [h_rough or by means of
computer software on a screen or a conputer printowt, pamphlet, poster or
other printed material, which may disclose the iufonmtionrelat_ing to-

(a) the circumstances of the protected person;

(b) the identit& of any protected person and the place of safety or
location where the personis being protected; or

(© thé relocation or change of identity of the protected person,
unless the relevant agency satisfies the Judge that exceptional circumstances,
which are in the interest of justice, exist why the order should not be made.

17.-(1) The relevant agency may, with the approval of the Attorney-
General, make an mrangement with a foreign State, international body,
institution or organization on any matter relating (o cooperation between
Nigeria and that State, international body, institution or organization relating to
witness protection.

(2) The televant agency may enterinto an agreement, eitherin general
o1 on specific terms and condition with a competent authority in a foreign
country inothet {o-

() place a protected person under a witness profection arrangement
administered by that country; or

(b) admit a protected person to witness protection arrangement under
any law applicable to that country.

PART IM - PROTECTING WITNESSES FROM IDENTIFICATION

18. The relevant agency may apply to the Court for an order to obiain
from any appropriate or competent authority for any doctment necessary to-

(&) allow awitness to establish a new identity;
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(b) protect the witness; or

(c) restorea former wilness's or.igiﬁal idemily_. _

19.-(1) The relevant agency may apply to the court for an order
authorising a specified person, or a person of a specified class or description
to- | #

{2) make a new entry ina register of- A

(1) births or aregister of mamdges in 1espectof awiiness,

(i) ina reglstcr of deaths in respect of a witness or a relative (by
blood or marriage) of awitness; or _

(b) issuc; in the witness's new identity, a document of a kind
previously issued to the wilness.

(2) The relevant agency shall provide such evidence as the court

‘may require salisfying iself as to the matters gpecified in the application.

20.~(1) The court may make an order under section 19 of thig Act if -

it is satistied that the life or safety of that petson may be endaﬁgered by
virtue of the person being awitness,

(2) Any proceedings of the court Tlllldﬂl‘ this section and section 19
of this Act, shall be conducted in camera, and all records of the proceedings
shallbe sealed, .

"21.-(1) On the making of the order referred in section 20 (1} of this
Act- _ -

(a) any person authorized to do so by the order, may make such
entries in the registers of births, deaths Or marriages as are necessary to give
effect to the order; and

(b) the Registrar of birthg, deaths or martiages shall afford the
person an authorised full access to the relevant reglster and give him such
assistance as may be required,

(2) Anentry made in the registers of births, deaths or marriages
pursuant to an order referred to int section 20 (1) of this Act has effect as if it

were a valid entry made under the Births, Deaths, etc, (Compulsory

Applicalion for
caurt order

Court order
proceeding witness
identity

Effect of conrt
otder protecting
witness identity
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Registration) Act and the Marriage Act, .
' (3) The ;“ela\fanl agency shall maintain records showing details of (he
original birth, death or marriage of each persen in respect of whom an entry is
made under’subsection (1) (a) of this section,

22, Anentry made under section 21 of this Act in a te gister of births,

deaths or marriages shall not be cancelled except by an order of the court made

‘onthe-

(a) application of relevant agency: and

(b) court being satisfied that the witness is no longer a patticipant in
the Programime.

23.-(1) A x‘vitness who has-been provided with a new identity under
the Programme shall not marry using the new identity unless-

() the witness is of marriageable age under the Mam'age Act;

(1) wlhere the wiiness has been previously hmrried, the witness is now
divorced or the former spouse has died; and ,

{¢) there is no legal impedimen to the marriage,

(2) Apersor who contraverncs this section commits an offence and is
liable on conviction to a fine of not less than one lundred thousand naira of 1o
imprisonmeni fora term of tveive months orto both.

24.(1) The relevant agency may take an action as provided under
subsection (2) of this section, where- .

(#) a witness under the Programme has been provided with a new
identity or1elocated under this Act; and '

(B the relevant agency is notified by 4 co mpetent anthority that the
witness is under investigation, has been arrested or is charged with a serious
offence,

(2) The relevant agency may plirsuant fo subsec;ion (1) of this
section- A
(a) release to the competent authority the nes identity or location ofa

person,
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1 (b) provide that authority with the eriminal record and fingerprint

2 ol the person; S
-3 (c) rclease to the competent authority such other information as the

4 relevant agency considers appropriate in the circumstances and

5 (d} cooperate as considered approptiate with &e competent

6 authority. ’

7 25.-(1) The relevant agency may, if it considers it approprizte to do  Restoration of

: original identity

8 so, take such action as is necessary to restore the original identity of a

9 witness whose protection and assistance under the Programme has been

10 terminated. ' '

11 (2) Where the relevant agency takes action under this section to

12 restore the original identity of a former witness, the relevant agency shall

13 notify the former witness in writing to return, within twenty - one days, all

14 documents relating to the identity provided to him uader the Pro gramme,

15 (3} Aformer witness, who, without reasonable exéuse', refuses or

16 fail to return the documents subsection (2) of this section to the relevant

17 agency within twenty - one days after receiving the notice commits an

I8 offence and is liable on conviction to a fine of not less than One 11undreci-

19 thousand naira or to imprisonment for a term of twelve months or fo both,

20 26.~(1) A personin respect of whom an entry is made ina registérof Offences in
21 births, deaths or marriages, \ﬁho uses or obtains any document issued by a - ﬁfiﬁ'f,ﬁﬁ‘fs

22 Registrar having charge of such register, commits an offence, where the

23 entry made under this Act in the register is inforce 7

24 (2) A person who commits an offence under subsection (1) of this

25 section is liable on conviction to a fine of not less one hundred thousand

26 nairaorto impriéonment for a term of twelve months orboth,

27 27.-(1) A person wlo, eithef directly or indirectly, makes a record Information not
28 of, discloses or communicates (o another person, any information relating to obe dined
29 the making of an entry in a register of births, deaths or marriages, unless it is

30 necessary to do so- )

‘x
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(a} for the purposes of this Act; :

(b) for the purposes of an investigation by the relevani Agency or any
law enforcement agency, an appropriate or competent anthority; or

(¢} to comply with anorder of the Court, .
commits an oﬂ‘eﬁce and is liable on conviction to a fine of not less than one
hundred thousand naira or imprisoﬁmcnt for a term of twelve months or to
both,

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1} of this section, the relevant
agency may disclose the original identity of a witness or former witness for the
purpose of obtaining documents relating to the new identity of the witness or
formerwitness under the Programume.

28.-(1) Where-

(2} a witness who has been provided with a new identity under the
Programmc would, apart from this section, be tequired by or under any law in
force in Nigeria to disclose his ori ginalidentity fora particular purpose; and

(b) the relevant agenéy has given the witness apthorisation, in the
form prescribed by regulations made undet this Act, pot to disclose his original
identity for that putpose
the witness is not required to disclose his ori ginglidentity to any person for that
purpose. |

{2) Where a witness has been given an anthorisation wnder sibsection
(1) of this section not to dischose hié eriginal identity for a particular purposce,
Iie may, in any proceedings or for any purpose, under or in relation to any
relevant law inforce in Ni getriaclaim that his pew idcnt@ty is his only identity,

28, Aperson who is or has been associated with the adiministration of
the Prc':gramrxic, and who has .C‘abt&.ll'l.]ed access to information or a docnment
relgvant (o the Programme, sthall not disclose that information or publish that
document excep( 55 authoriér:d by the relovant agency, _

' 30.-(1) Wheré, n anv ijroceedmgs ina conrt, tribunal or commission

of inquiry, the identity of a witness is in issue or may be disclosed, the conrt,
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tribunal, or commission shall, unless it considers that the interests of justice
require olherwise-

(a) hold that part of the proceedings, which relates (o the identity of
the witness in camera; and

(b) make such order relating to the suppression of publication of
evidence given before the court, tribunal or commission of inquiry as, inits
opinion, will ensure that the identity of the witness is not disclosed.

(2) A court, tribunal or commission of inguiry, before which a
witness or former witness who has been provided with a new identity nader
the Programme is giving evidence, may hold that part of the proceedings in
camera.

(3) The coutt, tribunal or commission of inquiry before which any
proceedings referred to n subsection (1) or (2) of this section are conducted
may, if it thinks fit, by order direct that no-

{2} question shall be asked in the proceedings which might lead to
the disclosure of the identity of a witness or former witness or of his place of
abode;

(b) witness in the proceedings, including a witness or former
witness, shall be required fo answer a question, give any evidence, or
provide any information, which may lead to the disclosure of the
identity of the witness or former witness or of his place of abode; and

(¢} person involved in the proceedings shall, in the proceedings,
make a stalement which discloses or could disclose a proiected identity of a
participant or former participant or his place of abode.

(#) Notwithstanding any provigions to the contrary contained in
any law or rule of evidence, the provisions of this section shall apply to
proceedings (o which this section relates.

31.-(1) Apersonwho is orwas a witness or a witness considered for
inclugion in the Programme and who directy or indirecily discloses or

communicates (o another person-

Disclosure by
witnesses and
others
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1 (a) the fact that he or a member of his family has entered a protection

2 agreement under seciion 9 of this Act;

3 (b} details of the prolection agreement;

4 (c} information relating to anything done by the Head or an employee

5 of the Relevant agency under this Act; or

6 (&) information about any officer obtained by the person as a result of

7 anything done under this Act,

8 commits of an offence and is liable on conviction to imprisonment for a term

9  notexceedingthree years.

10 (2) This section does not apply to a disclosure or communication

11 whichhasbeen~

12 (@ delermined by the Relevant agency for the purposes of an

13 inwvestigation; or '

4 (b)is necessary to comply withanorder of the Court.

15 (3) For the purposes of subsection (1) of this seclion, a person is a

16 witness considered forinclusion in the Pro gramme if-

17 () the petson is a witness who is the subject of consideration under

18 this Acl for inclusion in the Programme, even if the Relevant agency

19  subsequently decides not to include the witness; or

20 (bf the person is a witess included in the Programme temporarily

21  under this Act, even if the witngss does not go on to be included in the

22 Programie,

23 PART IV ~ MANAGEMENT OF THE WITNESS PROTECTION PROGRAMME
Witncss Profeation 24 32.-(1) The relevant agency shall ensure that witnesses and related
I%E‘i?:%g&: 25 persons are protected in accordance with the provisions of this Act and shall for

_w26 this purpose designale a Witness Protection Office at each branch office

27 (2) A Witness Protection Office created under subsection (1) of this

28  scction shall exercise the powers and perform the functions assigned by the

Act.

b
-]
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1 33.-(1) Where a witness has any outstanding rights or obligations Dealing with rights
and abligations of
2 or is subject (o any restrictions, the relevant agency shall take such Sieps as  witness
3 dre reasonably practicable to ensure thai-
4 (a) those rights or obligations are dealt with according to law; or
5 (b) the person complies with those restrictions.
6 (2) The relevant agency may take such steps under subsection (1)
7 of this sectioz-
R (a) providing protection for ihe witness while the witness is
v attending court proceedings; or
10 (b} notifying a party or possible party (o legal procesdings that the
11 relevant agency will, on behalf of the witness, accept processes issued by a
12 court, a {ribunal or a commission of inquiry and nominating a relevant
13 agency Tor that purpose.
14 34.-(1) If the relevant agency is satisfied that a witness who has a4 oidunce of
15 been provided with a new identity under the Programme is using the new ?Jiifiiii"“s v
16 identity to avoid-
17 (a} obligations which were incurred before the new identity was
18 established, or
19 (b) complying with restrictions which were imposed on the person
20 before the new identity was established,
21 the relevant agency shall give notice in writing to the witness as specified in
22 subsection (2) of this section.
23 (2) The notice under subsection (1) shall specify that unless the
24 witness satisfies the relevant agency that-
25 (a) the obligations will be dealt withaceording to law; or
26 (b) the restrictions will be complied with,
27 the relevant agency shall take such action as he it considers reasonably
28 necessary to ensure that they are dealt with according to law or complied
29 with,
30 (3) The action the relevant agency may take under subsection (2)of
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" this section include informing a person who is seeking to enforce rights against
the witness of the delails of any property, whether real or personal, owned by
the witness under his original identity.

35.-(1) The relevant agency may, at its discretion, certify in writing
that the whole or part of an anount held by a witness represents payments made
to the witness under the Programme.

(2) An amount so certified shall not be confiscated or resirained, and
shall not be applied inpayment of pecuniary penalties, under any Iaw.

36. Where a person atlends court as a state witness, the svitness shall
beentitled to payment of such reasonable expenses as may be prescribed.

37. Where a person attends couit ag a witness to give evidence for the
defence, the court may in its discretion on application, order payment by the
Registrar to such witness of court such sums of money, as it may deem
reasonable and sufficient to compensate the witness for the expenses he
reasonably ineurred in attending the court,

38. The court may permit on application of a party for an adjeurnment
of the proceedings and in so doing, may order the party sceking the
adjournment to pay to a witness present in court and whose evidence it has not
been possible to take owing to' (he adjournment, such gum in the amount
payable to a witness in accordance with section 34 and 35 of this Act, or such
sum as the court may fix.

39, The amounl of the expenses payable to a wilness pursnant to
sections 34 and 35 of this Act shall be processed and paid by the Registrar of the
Court to the witness out of the relevant vote as appropriated by the Judiciary.

PART V - WITNESS PROTECTION FUND

40.-(1)y There is established a fund to be known as the Witness
Protection Fund (in this Act referred to as “the Protection Fund™).

(2) The Refevant agency shall be responsible for the management and

control of the Protection Fund established under this Act,
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41. The Protection Fund shall consist of-

(a) moneys appropriated by (he Nalional Assembly [or paymen]
into the Protection Fund which shall amount to at least fifty pgr cent of the
iotal estimated expenditure of the Protection Fund; -

(b} moneys as may be approved by the President for-

(i) the protection of wiimesses under the Witness Protection
Programme established under this Act,

(i1) the protection and making rewards and compensation to the
personmaking public interest disclosures;

(c} moneys accruing to the Proiection Fund from any fund or
account established in any legislation passed by the National Assembly for
the lodgement of proceeds of confiscation and forfeiture of assets in Ni geria;

(d) apercentage of the total amount recovered by the Govenunent
as a direct result of information provided by the person making the public
disclosure under Part X1 a prolected ﬁerson under this Act shall be a
minimum of two percent and not exceeding five per cent of the total amount
recoversd;

(e) subventions, grants, aid and donations from Federal or Stale
Government; -

(f) aid and assistance from international bilateral and multilateral
agencies; and

{2) such other moneys as may accrue to the Profection Fund from
other lawful sources, including interest on deposit and other investments
made by the Relevant agency,

42, The money in the Protection Fund shall be applied as follows-

(2) towards the basic material support of witnesses and related
personsin the Programme;

(b) for the purpose of giving effect to the operation of the
Programme;,

(c) towards the payment of reward to persens who make public

Sources of moneys
in the Protection
Fund

Application of
money in the
Protection Fand
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disclosures under Part XI of this Act where the information provided by the
person who makes the disclosure coniribules direclly (o the recovery of slolen
ot concealéd public funds orassets.

43.-(1) No expendilure shall be made from the Protection Fund unless
the Council approves the expenditure,

(2) The Council shall not approve expenditure from the Protection
Fund for purposes other than those specified in section 42 of this Act. V

44, A report of every exercise of Lhe relevant agency's power under
this Part shafl be included in the anmual report which the Relevant agency is
required to submit io the Atton1ey-Gencml.

45.-(1) The Relevant agency shall prepare estimates and cause proper
books of accounts and other records to be kept in conmection with the
Protection Fund.

(2) The provisions of sections 39 and 30 of this Act relating to
estimates and the andit of the accounts of the relevant agency shall, with
necessary modification, apply to the audit of the accounts of the Protection
Fund,

46, The relevant agency may-

(a} invest any money of the Protection Fund in such manner as the
Council may determine; and

(b} vary and diversify investments as the Council may also determine.

PART VI - OFFENCES AND PENALTIES

47.~(1) A person who makes a statement o the relevant agency or to
an appropriate or competent authority intending that it be acted on as a public
interest disclosure and in the statement, or in the course of inquiries into the
statement, intentionally gives information that he-

(&) knows is false ormisleading; or

(b) is reckless about whether it is false or misleading in a material
particular,

commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine of not Iess than five
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hundred thousand naira or imprisonment for a term of not less than tweive
wmonths orio both

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1) of this section, a statementis
made to the relevant agency or to an appropriate or competent anthoriiy if,
were the statement truly a public interest disclosure, it is disclosed to
relevant agency or (o an appropriate or competent authority for the purposes
of the Schedule to this Act.

(3) A person who makes a statement in conitavention of this
section is not protected by this Act in respect of that statement, whether or
notitis truly a public interest disclosure,

48. Apersonwho, without lavful excnge, discloses information-

(a) about the identity or location of a person who is or has been a
witness under the Pro gra}mme ,or

{b) which compromises the security of that witnesg,
commits an offence and is liable on conviciion to 2 fine of not less than one
million Naira orimprisonment fora term notless than five years arto both,

ﬁ 49. A person who, without prior written approval of the relevant
agency, in commection with an activity carried on by him, takes, assumes,
uses or inany manner publishes a name, description, title or symbol-

(2) couveying or purporting to indicate or convey; or

{b) which is calculated or is likely to lead other persons to belioyve
or infer, that the activity is carried on under or by virtue of the provisions of
this Act or onbehalf of the relevant agency,
comnits an offence and is liable on conwviction to a fine of not less than one
million Naira or to imprisonment for 3 term of not less than five years or to
both,

50. Aperson, who-

(a) not being the head or an employee of the relevant agency, by
words, conduct or demeanour falsely represents himself to be the head oran

employee of the relevant agency,

Offenues relating
to disclosnres
concerning
participants

Prohibition of
false representation

Offencss in
connection with
employees of the
relevant agency



C 5498 Witness Protection and Management Bill, 2020 - 2020
1 (b) exercises or atiempts to exercise undue influence over the Head or
2 an employee of the relgvani agency which is calculated (o prevent the head or
3 employee from carrying out hig duties or encouraging him to perform an act
4 which is in conflict with his duties; or .
5 (¢} is an accomplice to the commission of an act by which a lawful
6  order given to an employee or a regulation or directive or other rule may be
7 evaded,
8 commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine of not less than five
9 Iundred thousand Naira or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding two years
10 ortoboth,

;)rl;;tlt;l;:e:n;;f 11 §1. A person who agsaults, résists or wilfully obstructs an employee

 flerelovantageney {9 ofthe Televant ageney ora person acting under the direction of thatemployee in

13 the dus execution of his duties under this Act, commits an offence and is liable
14  onconvictionfor-
15 (a) a first offence, to afine of notless than five lundred thousand naira
16 ortoimprisonment foratermnot exceeding two years or to both; and
17 (b) a second or subsequent offence, to imprisonment for a term not
18 less thanfive years.

Prohihition of 19 52.-(1) The relevant agency may, by notice in the Federal Gazette or

access or preniises

;gf{::;“ld"‘m‘ 20  in any other manner as it may be necessaty in ihe circumstance, prohibit or
a1 restrict access to land or premises under the control of the relevant agency.
22 (2) The relevant agency may-
23 (a) take or cause to be taken measures as it may consider necegsary
24 for the security of, or the application of, a prohibition of or a restriction on
25  access to land or premises referred to insubsection (1) of this section; and
26 (b) in connection with measures taken, cause notices to be published
27  or warning notices to be erected as it may, in each particular case, consider
28 neccssary. '
29 3) A- person who enters upon or is on land or premises in
30 .

contravention of a prohibition or restriction under subsection (1) of this
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section, cbmmits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine of not less
than live hundred ihousand Naira or to imprisonmeni for a term nol
exceeding twelve months or to both,

53. Apersonwho-

(a) wilfully or negligently allows an unanthorized person to gain
access to awitness;

(b) wilfully or negligently discloses, in contravention of any
provisions of this Act-

(i). the identity of any protected persorn,

(iiy information that a particular protected person is under
protection,

(iii) the place of safety or location where any person is under

protechon ot hasbecn relocated under this Act,

Unauthorized
access to a witnesy

(iv). .—my mformatlcm which could lead to the ldenuﬁc‘itmn of ﬂny '

Tb

suchpurson or any such place of safety,

(v) any information which undermings or compromises or could
undermine or compromise the integrity of a witness protection
arrangement under this Act, ot

(vi) any information relating to the relocation orchange of identity
of a protected person; or '

" (vi)contravenes a provision of this Act, not already specified,
commits an  offence and is liable on conviction to a fine of not less one
million naira or imprisonment for a period of not less than two years or to
both.

ParT VII - MISCELLANEOUS

54.-(1) No civil action shall be commenced against the Relevant
agency or its authorised officers before the expiration of a period of thirty
days after wrilten notice of intention to commence the suit shall have been
served on the Relevant agency by the intending plaintiff or his agent, and the

notice shall clearly and explicitly state the-

Legal proceedings
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(@) cause of action:

(b) particulars of the claim;

- (¢) name and place of abode of the intending plaintiff; and

(d) reliefsought.

(2) The notice referred to in subsection (1) of this.section and eully
summons, or other documents Tequired or authorized to bé served on the
Relevant agency under this Act or any other enactment or law, may be served
by~

(a) delivering it to the office of the relevant agency; or

(b) sending it by registered mail to the postal address of the relevant
agency. '

35, Except as otherwise provided by an order of the Court, a petson
who acquires knowledge or information as a result of association or
conmection, duty or service with the Programme or the relevant agency shall
not be compeliable, in proceedingQ in a court, tribunal or commisgion of
inguiry, io-

(@) produce any document; or

{b) divulge or communicate amatterora thing,
related to the exercise of functions under this Act or the protection of witnesses
included in the Programme, 7

56. Inany action or suit against the relovant agency, no execution shall
be levied or attachment process issued against the relevant agency unless not
less than three months' notice of the intention to execuile or attach has been
given to the relevant sgency.

57. A member of the Council, head, officer or employee of the
relevant agency shall be indemnified out of the assets of the televant agency
against any proceedings brought against him in his capacity as a member of the
Council, head, officer or employee of the relevant agency where the act

complained of is not ultra vires his powers.
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58. The protection given by this Act is in addition to, and does not

derogale from, any privilege, prolection, or lmmunity existing aparl from

this Apl under any other enactment passed by the National Assembly,

59.»'( I) The Attorney-General shall carry out a review of the
operation of this Act five years after the commencement of this Act, and
shall, for purposes of the review, have regen‘c'fio-'

(a) the attainment of the purposes of this Act;

(b) the adminisiration of this Act; and

(c) suchother matters as appearto him to be relevant.

(2) The Attorney-General shall prepare and submii to the
President, a report based on the review made under subsection (1) of this
section,

60.-(1) The relevant agency may, with the approval of the
Attorney-General, make regulations for or with respect to any matter
necessary or expedient to be prescribed for carrying out or giving effect to
this Act,

(2) The Attorney - General may by order published in the Federal
Gazette add 1o or remove an appropriate authorily to the list contained in the

Schedule to this Act

61. The Federal Ministty of Justice shall not later than three

months after the coming into force of this Act, take such sieps as are
necessary to bring into being the instititional structures of the Relevant
agency pursuant to the provisions of this Act.

62. Inthis Act,umless the contextotherwise requires-
"appropriate authority" means a person or anthority to which a public
mterest disclosure can be made or referred to for the purpose of investigation
and contained i list in the Schedule to this Act and inchides fhe National

Judicial Council or the Presiding Officer of 2 Eegislative House;

"Attorney-General" means the Attorney-General- of the Fedgration and

Minister of Tustice; -

Otlier laws not
excluded

Review of the
aperations of
this Act

Pawer to make
tegulations, ete,

Rele of the Federal
Ministry of Justice

Interpretation
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"branch office" includes re gional, state, orlocal offices;
“compelent authorily" means any person orauthority contained in the list in the
Schedule to this Act with responsibility to investigate and prosecuie any of the
offences referred to insection 2 (1) (b) of this Act;
"complaint" includes an allegation, application, charge, motion, objection,
pelition, report, request or summeons,
"Couwrt" means the Federal High Court, the High Court of a State or the High
Court of the Federal Capital, Abuja;
“court proceedings” include any proceeding inacourt or tribunal;
“detrimental action” includes action causing, comprising, orinvolving-

(a) injury, damage, orloss;

(b) intimidation or harassment;

(¢} adverse discrimination, disadvantage, or adverse treatment in
relation to a person's career, professiop, employment, trade, orbusiness; or

(d) areprisal;
"employee” includes a public officer and a worker of apublic sector conlractor;
"employer" ir}cludes the Government of the Federation and a public sector
coniractor; .
"environment” has the meaning given to it in the Environmental Impact
Assessment Act (Cap. E121LFN 2004y,
"head" means the head of the relevant a gency under this Act;
“family" means a spouse, child, adopted child, step child, grandchild, parent,
grandparent, niece, nephaw, aunt, uncle or any other relative or person with
whom the witness maintains a close family relationship;
"Government" means the Federal Government of N igeria;
"Judge" means a Judge of the Court;
"Legislative House" means the Senate orthe House of Representatives;
"participant” means a witness who is included in the Programme;
“proceedings" means any procedure conducted by or under supervision of the

Judge or judicial officer, however described in relation to any alleged orproven
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1 offence, or any property &erived from an offence, and inclnde an inquiry,
2 investigation, or preliminary or[inal delermination of lacis; f
3 "Programme" means the Witness Protection Programme established and 4
4 maintained under Part I of this Act;
5 "property derived from an offence” means any property detived or realized
6 directly orindirectly from an offence and inclndes- )
7 (a) on a proportional basis, property into which any propetly
8 derived or realized dircctly from the offence was later successfully
9 converted, transformed or intermediate; and
10 (b} income, capital or other economic gains derived or realized
11 from the property atany time since the commission of the offence;
12 "protected person” means a witness included in the Programme;
13 "public authority" means-
14 (2) a Minisiry, a department, extra Ministerial Department or any
15 public office or instintion;
16 (b) aLegislative House or the Judiciary,
17 (c) aprescribed person; or
18 {(d) any other body that is established for a public purpose under a
19 written lavy;
20 "public officer" means an officer in the service of the Federation and
21 includes-
22 (2) aMinister of the Government of {he Federation;
23 (b) amember of a Legislative Honse;,
24 (c) ajudicial officer,
25 (d) apolice officer,
26 (e) a persoﬁ authorised under a written law to execute or serve any
27 process ef acourt or tribunal forrexmmeratiﬂn;
28 () amember, officer, oremployec of a public authority;
29 (g) the holderof- |

.
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1 () a public office that is established for a .pnblic purpose under a
2 writlenlaw; or |
3 (i) an office thatis established by aMinister; and
4 (ly any other person hblding public office under the Government of
5 theFederation;
6 "public sector contracior” means-
7 (2) aperson who, other than as an emiployee, contracts with a public
8 authority to supply goods or services to or on behalf of the authority or the
9 Government of the Federation or as directed in accordance with the contrac t;
10 (b) a person who, other than as an employee, coniracts with a public
11 authority or the Government of the Federation to perform a public function; or
12 (¢} a subcontractor or employee of 2 person tefetred (o in paragraph
I3 (a)or(b)of this subsection and each person who contracts with another person
14 for the execution of the whole or part of the requirements of 3 coniract referred
15 to inthose paragraphs; and
16 "register of births" means a register of births mamtamed under the Births and
17  DeathsRe gistration Act;
18  "register of deaths” means a register of deaths maintained under the Births and
19 Deaths Registration Act; |
20 "register of marriages" means-
21 (8) a register maintained under any Act in which marriages are
22 registered orrecorded: or
23 (b) an index, maintained under any Act, or certified copies of any such
24 registers;
25  "witness" hag the meaning ascribed to it nnder section 3 of this Act
26 "Witness Protection Officers” means. ., . and '
27 “wiess protection order” means an order of the Court under Part X111 of this
28  Act : :

Short title 29 :63. This Bill may be ciled as the Witness Protection andManagement -

Lo
<=

Bill, 2020,
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1 SCHEDULE .

2 APPROPRIATE OR _CbMPETENT AUTHORITIES

3 [Sections 5, 8, 33¢2), (4) re), 34 (1} (b), 37 (1}, 55 and 105 (2)}

4 . (1) For the purpose of this Act, the appropriate or competent

5 authorities inciudes where the witness protection relates to- :

6 {a) an act or omission that constitutes an offence underh wrilten

7 law, it is made to a police officer, ’

8 (b) an unauthorised ~or irregular use of, or substantial

9 mismanagement of public resources, it is made io the-

10 (i) Anditor-General of the Federation,

11 . (i} Economic and Financial Crimes Conunissiori,‘or

12 (iii} FiscalResponsibility Commission;

13 {c) a case of corruption, gratification or related offence, it is made

i4 to the Independent Corrupt Practices and other related offences

15 Commjssion; -

16 (d) a case of money laundering, economic or financial crime, it is

17 made to the Economic and Financial Crimr:é Commission,

18 {2} a case of terrorism or related activitics, to the Department of

19 State Security;

20 i (f) drugs and drug trafficking, to the National Dmg Law

21 Enforcement Agency, .

22 {g) the trafficking or vielence against persons, to the National
| 23 Agency for the Prohibitioirof Trafficking in Persons;

24 (h) the violation of the customs and excise laws, it is made to the

25 Nigeria Customs Seivice,

26 (i) the violation of any law on the recovery of proceeds of crime, lo

27 any agency of the Federal Government responsible for the recovery of

28 proceeds of crime under any law passed by the National Assr:nib]y R

29 (i) income tax and related taxes, it is made to the Federal Inland

30

Revemue Services;
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(k) a matter of administration of funds or assets of a Government
Ministry, depaiunem, agency or office, it is made lo a person who occupies a
position specified under section 38 (1)(a) of this Act in relation to the Ministry,
departmeit, agency or office concerned; .

(1} apersonwho holds anappointment made under the Police Act,itis
made 1o the Inspector-General of Police; |
- (m-) ajudicial officer, it is made to the National Judicial Coungil;

(1) a legislator, it is made to the Presiding Officer of the Legislative
House to which the legislator belongs;

{0) an officer in the civil ser\:ica of the Federation, it is made (o the
Federal Civil Service Commission;

(p) a matter fai]ing within the area of responsibility of a public
anthority, it is made to a person who occupigs a position specified under section
38 (1)(a) of this Actin refation to that anthority; and

(@) apersonar amatter of a prescribed class, it is made (o-

(i) a person prescribed by an order of the Attomey-GeueraI‘ under
section 9 of this Act to be a appropriate authority for the purposes of section 2
(1) (b) of this Act in relation to the disclosure ,or

(i) any other authority specified in this Act or by regulations made
under this Act,

(2) Wherea "public interest disclosure" has the meaning given to itin
section 3 of this Act; disclosure falls within two or more paragraphs of this
Schedule, then it is made to an appropriate or competent authcn‘iiy if made to

any orall of the authorities contemplated by the ajaplicable paragraphs,
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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
' (This memorandum does 1ot form part of the Act bul is intended
o &vpl ain its purpér{)
This Act seeks to ensure that due administration of justice in criminal and
related proceedings is not prejudiced by the unwillingness of witnesses to
give evidence for fear of violence, serious injury, death or for such other

- Ieasons as may be prescribed by regnlations made under this Act,






