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A BILL
FOR

AN ACT TO REPEAL THE POLICE ACT CAP P19 LAWS OF THE FEDERATION
OF NIGERIA, 2004 AND ENACT THE NIGERIA POLICE SERVICE ACT, 2016 TO

PROVIDE FOR THE COOPERATION AND PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN THE POLICE

. AND'HOST COMMUNITIES IN MAINTAINING PEACE AND COMBATING CRIME;

AND FOR RELATED MATTERS
Sﬁamored by Hon. Gideon Gwani
[ 1

ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal Republic of

Nigeria: o
PARTI- PRELIM;NABY

1. ThisBiil is based on the principles of: .

6 efficiency and effectiveness;

(2) public accountability, political accountability and
transparency;

~ (3)protection ofhuman rights and fundamental freedoms; and
(4) partnership with other security institutions. -
2. Thespecific objectives of this Bill are to:

(1) establish a Police Service that is seen as a friend rather than an

~ enemy of the people;

(2) embody in the operations of the Police the values of fairness,
Justice and equity; |
(3) make the police responsive to the calls of the citizens and ﬁeeds‘
of the community and respect the dignity of all persons; .
' (4) efficiently and effectively prevent crimes without unduly
threatening the values of liberty and privacy of the citizens;

(5) ensure the safety and security of all persons and property in the

* country;

(6)uphold and safeguard the ﬁmdamental rights of every person as

i
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guaranteed under the bénéﬁtutionj

(7) ensure the cooperation and partnership between the Service and
the communities it serves in the combatmg of crime; and
(8)reflect the respect for victims of crime and an understanding of the1r needs.

PART 1I - ESTABLISHMENT AND DUTiES OF THE POLICE

3.-(1) There is hereby established for Nigeria a police organization to
be known as the Nigerian Police Service, which shall replace the former
Nigeria Police Force and assume its rights, powers, privileges, labilities,
strﬁcturcs and organs.

(2) The Police con51sts oft

(a) all persons who 1mmed{ately before the commencement of this
Bill were members: . '

(i) of a force establiéhecl by .sectiqn 714 of the Constitution of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 whichis deexﬁ;:_dto be part of the service;

(ii) appointed by thé Police Service Commission under the
Constitution;

(iit) appointed as Special Constables under section 49 of the Police
ActCap. 359 Laws ofFederatlon 1990;and

{b) Such other persons that may be appomted under this Bill.

4.-1) Thc Police shall be employed to perform the following duties:

(a) protect the rights and freedom. of every person in Nigeria as
provided in the _Constltutlon, the Afncan_Charter on Human and Peoples'
Right, and any other law; ‘

) protect the lives and propetty of citizens,

(c)preserve lawand ofder; |

(d) enforce all laws and regulations with which they are directly
charged; ' _ | _

(e) perform such mlhtary duties within and outsuie Nigeria as may be
requ ired by them under the authority of this Bill or any other Law;

4] provtde humanitarian assistance for cltlzen(s) in dlstress such as
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1 victims of road acc1dent fire disaster, earthquake, flood, etc., and where
2 necessary activate other agencies for humamtanan assmtance,
3 (g) facilitate the free passage‘ and movement on highways, roads, .
4 sireets, and avepues open 10 public without subjecting citizenry {0 inhuman
5 treatment orany form of extortion; '
6 (h) adopt community partnership in the performance of thé duties
7 provided under this section; '
8 (1) promote and protect the fundamental rights of all persons as
9 guaranteed by Chapter 4 of the constltutlons and the African Charter on
10 {Jumnan and Peoples' Rights; and | o
11 (j) prevent and detect éﬁmes withouf threatening the liberty and
12 privacy of the citizens. '
13 _ §.~(1) There is estabhshed a body to be known as the Nigerian Esmb'!ish,_mm of
14 Police Council (in.th)s:Bll-«l referred toas "the Councxl") which shall consist ?ﬁgégéﬂﬁﬁcn
15 eft - ) , L |
16 (2) The President, who shall be the Chairlﬁéfs;)n;
17 _ (b)Governors ofthe 36 States of the Federanon
18 . {c)The Minister responsible’ for the over51ght ofthe Pohce,
1% (d) The Attorney General of the Federatlon,
20 . (e)The! Chairman of the Pohce Servwe Commlssmn; and
21 (f) The Inspector-General of Police. .
22 TP '; PArT 11 |
23 6. Pursuant to Section 215(1) of the Constltutlon the h1erarchy of  Hierarchy of the
24 the Police shall consistof the followmg. poliee
25 (i) The Inspector-General of Police;
26 (ii) One Deputyjlnspe_ctot- Gér_leral of Police;
127 . (iii) Assistant Inspectors-anerél of quice; |
28 (iv) Commissioners ofPolicé;
29 ' (v) Deputy Commissioner of Pohce,
30 ' (vi)Assistant Commlssmner of Police;
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’ 1 (vii) Chief Superintendent of Police;
2 ‘(viii) Superintendent of Police;
3 (ix) Deputy Superintendeht of Police;
4 (x)Assistant Superintendent of Police;
.5 (xi) Inspectorate Cadre;
6 (xii) Sergeant; .
7 (xiii) Corporal;
8 txiv) Constable; and
9 (xv) Such other officers as the Nigeria Polfqe Council may, from time
10 to time, consider nécessary for effective discharge of the functions of the -
s * service, -
ﬁt%it;gg:g?t 12 7.-(1) The Inspector General of Police shall be the head of the POlige
General of Police 13 ~ and exércise full operational control over it and all its departments/units.
14 (2) The person to be appointed as Inspector General of Police shall be
15  aSenior Police Officer not below the rank of an Assistant Inspector General of
16- Police with the requisite academic qualifications of not less than a first degree
17 - oritsequivalent. in addition to prdfession_al and management experience,
18 (3) The person for the office of the Inspector General of Police shall
19 be appointéd as follows: ‘
20 (i) interésted persons shall make an open and formal application to the
21  Potice Council;
22 (ii) the Nigerian Police Council shall nominate three applicants from
23 among the pool of applicants using the stipulated criteria for competences and
24  qualification;and |
25 (m) the President shall appomt the Inspector General of Police from
26 the recommended applicants subject to the confirmation of the senate,
27 (&) The Inspector-General of Police shall not be removed from office
28  except for gross misconduct, gross violation of the constitutidn or
29  demonstrated incaﬁacity to effectively discharge the duties of the office.
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(5) The Inspector General of Police shall not be removed from
office except:

(i) a report or complaint of gross misconduct or incapacity to
perform has been made against him by any person, including the President;

(ii) the Nigerian Police Council considers the allegations against
him serious and sets up a committee of the Council to investigate the matter.

(iii} the Committee iﬁvestigatﬂs the allegation, and after fair
hearing, recommends that the person be removed from office; and

(iv) the Senate confirms the removal of the person by a two-third
majority votes of its members.

(6) The person appointed to the office of the Inspector General of

" Police shall held office for a single term of § years subject to the statutory

retirement requirement in the public service,

8.-(1) The Deputy Inspector General and Assistant Inspectors
General shall be appointed by the Police Service Commission

(2) A Person appointed under subsection (1) of this section shall
hold office until retirement or removal by the Police Service Corﬁmission on
account of gross misconduct or incapacity according to due process based
on recommendation by the Inspector General of Police.

9. A Commissioner of Police for each state of the federation shall
be appointed by the Police Service Commission on recommendation by the
Ingpector General of Police:

. Powers, Duties and Functions

10.-(1) The Inspector General of police may exercise the powers
and shalt perform the duties and functions necessary {0 give effectto section
7 ofthis Bill, |

(2) Subject to subsection (1) of this section, the Inspector General's
powers, duties and functions shall include the powers, duty and function to:

(a) develop a plan before the end of each financial year, setting out

the priorities and objectives of policing for the following financial year;
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Deputy Inspector
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(b) determine the distribution of the numerical strength of the
Nigerian Police after due cos.suitation with the Police Service Commission;

(c) organize or reorganize the Police at national level into various
components, units or groups;

(d) establish and maintain training institutions or centers for the
training of officials and othermembers; and

{e) perform any legal act or act in any legal capacity on behalf of the
Police Service.

(3) Atthe end of evéry five years, the IGP shall develop a plan setiing
out the priorities and objectives of policing for the next five years.

13.-(1) The Deputy Inspector-General designated as second in
command shall act in the absence of the Inspector-General of Police.

(2) When acting for the Inspector-General, the Deputy Inspector-
General shall be guided by the following:

(a) all matters involving any change in Police policy shall be held in
abeyance until the 'Inspector-General refurns or, if the matter Is urgent, referred
directly to the Inspector-General for bis instructions, provided such matters do
not contradict the general policy directive of the Police Council; and

(b) all matters of importance dealt with by the Deputy Inspector-
General during the absence of the Inspector-General shail be referred to the
Inspector-General on his return. 7

12.-(1) Subject to this Bill, a State Commissioner of the Police shall
have command and control over the police command in the each state of the
federation and may exercise the powers and shall perform the dﬁties and
functions necessary to give effect section 6 of this Bill.

(2) A State Commissioner of police shall perform any duties
delegated to him by Inspector General subject to section 9 (2) of this Bill.

(3) A State Commissioner shall subject to the directions of the State
Executive Council, be responsible for establishing community police forums

and community police boards in the state under his command.
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13.-(1) The Inspector-General may delegate any of his powers
under this Bill to any police officer so that the delegated powers may be
exercised by the delegate with respect to the matters or class of matters
specified or defined in the instrument of delegation. A

(2) Guided by the principle of efficiency and cffectiveness, and for
ease of delegation of powers, the Inspector-General shall devolve powers to
Zonal, State, Area and Divisional Commands to ensure quick response to
priority safety and security needs.

PART IV - GENERAL ADMINISTRATION
Oaths for Officers

14. On appointment of any person as a member of the Nigerian
Police, such person shall forthwith take and subscribe to the official oath, the
police oath and the oath of allegiance.

15.-(1) A Constable shall on appointment be enlisted to serve inthe
Police for five years, or for such other period as may be fixed by the Police

Service Commission, which shall take effect from the day he has been

»approved for service and within the period of enlistment, every police

officer is mandated to undergo spec.ialized training in any professional field
relevant to policing and law enforcement.

(2) Professionals from the relevant fields of criminology,
psychology, sociology, Law, medicine, pathology etc. shall be enlisted into
the service, and such professionals shall practice their professions and use
their expertise in the advancement of the poliée.

(3) All Police officers intending to be enlisted/ recruited into the
service shall undergo a psychological evaluation as part of the enlistment

vecruitment process to-ascertain their moral uprightness and suitability for

~ thejob. !

16.-(1) Subject to section 18 :of this Bill,-the Police Service
Commission may extend the service of constable whose-service is needed

beyond general duties for aperiod of six years.
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(2) Subject to subsection (1) of this section, a Constable that serves an
gxtension may be considered for a re-engagement into the Police Force
[;rovided heapplies for 1t

17. A Non-Commissioned Officer, Constable or Recruit Constable
on fresh enlistment, or the one re-engaged for a further period of service, shall
make and subscribe to the Police declaration prescribed by the Oaths Act.

18.-(1) Upon approval by appropriate authority, a Non-
Commissioned Officer or Constable of good character may be re-engaged to
serve for a second period of six years as well as third period of six years or until
the officer reaches 35 years of service or age of 60 years, whichever is earlier.

(2) Upon completion of such third peried of six years, or if the officer
has ré—engaged until reaching the.age of 60 years, the Non-Commissioned
Officer or Constable may be discharged or may claim a discharge provided a
six months' notice is given to him-or by him.

*. (3) The prescribed approval referred to in subsections (1) and (2) of

* s this section shall be that of the Chai‘n-nan of'the Police Service Commission or

- agdelegated to the Inspector Genieral of Police by the Commission.

= {4y Where a Non-Commissionied Officer or Constable-offers to re-

“engage-within six- months after having received his discharge, he shall onre-

engagement if his offer of service is accepted, be entitled to.the rank which he

* was holding at the time of his discharge provided there is a vacancy in the

. ggtabliShment of that rank at the time he re-engages. -

(5) The service of a Non-Commissioned Officer or Constable who"

has re-engaged under this section shall be deemed to: be continuous for the

- purposes of the pension or annual allowance or gratuities, as the case may be,
" the Non-Commissioned Officer or Constable being régarded as being on leave

“+without pay during the period between discharge andre-en gagement.

(6) A Non-Commissioned Officer or Constable may not be re-

~engaged after a period of six months has elapsed since his discharge, excepthis

offer of service is acecepted.
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(7) The- question ofmreinstatement of a re-enlisted Non-
Commissioned Officer or Constable to the rank he held prior to his
discharge shall be decided by a superior Police Officer, . .

(8) A Non-Commissioned Officer or Constable whose period of
service expires during a state of war, insurrection or hostilities, may be

compulsorily retained and his service prolonged for such’ period, not

- exceeding twelve months, as the Police Service Commission may direct, -

« (9) Subject to the provisioné of section 7 ( 1) of the Pensions Act
and to the provisions of subsection (2) of this'section, no Police Officer other
than a superior polic~ officer shall be at liberty to resign or withdraw himself
from his duties with "1t the approval of the Police Service Commission or
-any Police Officer avithorized in writing by the Police Service Commission.

19.-(1) All police officers irfespective of gender shall undeérgo

‘periodic ‘training and retraining in basi¢ policing and ‘law enforcement

courses as well as specialized courses relevantto law énfoi'cemerit;
(2) The Inspector - Genetal of Police. in consultation with the

Police' Setvice Commission shall be responsible for the revision of the

* training, duration as well as conterit of police trainihg at least once in evéry )

five years;
PART V - POWERS OF THE POLICE OFFICER
20.-(4) Subject to‘the provisions ‘of sections 174 and 211 of the
Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria and section 106 of the
Adminisiration of the Criminal Justice Act which relate to the ﬁqwer of‘the

Attorney-General of Federation and of aState to institute and undertake,

' take over and continue or discontinue ctiminal proceedings against any

person before any.court of law in Nigeria, a Police Officeér may conduct in
person all prosecutions before any court whether or not the information or
complaint is laid in his name:

© (b) Where there are sufficient qualified Legal Practitioners, lay

‘prosecutors may not be allowed to undertake prosecution.

Training and
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21.-(1) Where a crime is reported to the Police or a person is brought
to police station on the allegation of commissibn of criminal offence, it shall be
the duty of the Police to investigate such allegations according to its internal
processeg and procedures and report their findings to the Prosecutor whlo shall
decide whether to file a charge ornot.

22.-(1) In addition to the powers of arrest without warrant conferred
upon a Police Officer by section 18 of the Administration of Criminal Justice

Act, it shall be lawful for any Police Officer and any person whom he may call

" tohis assistance, to arrest without warrant:

(a) any person whom he finds committing a felony, misdemeanor or
simple offence, or whom he reasonably suspects of having committed or of
being about to commit a felony, misdemeanour or breach of the;: peace;

(b) any person whom any other person charges with having
committed a felony or misdemeanour;

(c) any person whom any other person:

(i) suspects of having committed a felony or misdemeanour, or

(ii) charges with hlw'mg committed a simple offence, if such other
person is willing to accompany the Police Officer to the Police station and to
enter into a recognisance to prosecute such charge.

{2) The provisions of this section shall not apply to any offence with
respect to which it is provided that any offender may not be arrested without
warrant.

(3) For the purpose of this section,  the expressions felony,

misdemeanour and simple offence shall have the same meanings as they have

" inthe Criminal Code and Penal Code.

23. Any warrant lawfully issued by a court for apprehending a person |
charged with any offence may be executed by a Police Officer at any time
notwithstanding that the warrant is not in his possession at that time, but the
warrant shall, on the demand of the person apprehended, be shown to him as

soon as practicable after his arrest, and not fater than 24 hours after arvest,
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24, Any summons lawfully issued by a court may be gerved by any

police officer at any time during the hours of daylight, which is between
6.aim to 6.pm.

25. When a person is arrested without a warrant, he shall be taken
before a court whiéh has jurisdiction with respect to the offence with which
he is charged or is empowered to deal with him under section 30 of the ACJA
as soon as practicable after he is taken into custody:

Provided that any Police officer for the time being in charge of a Police
station may inquire into the case and:

(a) excent when the case appears to such officer to be of a serious

nature, he may = ase such person upon his enfering into a recognizance,

with or without s reties, for a reasonable amount to appear in court at the
day, time, and place mentioned in the recognizance; or
(b) if it appears to a police officer that an inquiry cannot be

completed forthwith, he may release such person on his entering into a

recognizance with or without sureties for a reasonable amount, to appear at

such Police Station and at such times as are named in the recognizance,
unless he previously receives notice in writing from the superior Police
officer in charge of that Police station that his attendance is not required, and
any such bond may be enforced as if it were a recognizance conditional for
the appearance of the person before aco'urt.

26. In addition to the provisions of section 293 of the

Administration of Criminal Justice Act, where a Senior Police Officer of the .

rank of -superintendf;nt or above who 1s in charge of the police station in
question in which a person is detained has areasonable ground to believe
that:

(a) it is imperative to secure the person arrested without charge in
detention; or preserve evidence pertaining to an offence for which he is

arresied; or obtain such evidence by interrogating him;

(b) offence in which the person is arrested for is a serious.

Summonses

Bail of person
arrested without
warrant

Authorised
detention
extension
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1 arrestable offence; and _
2 (c) for the investigation to be speedily completed the extension is
3 necessary, then the person arrested shall be in police detention for a ﬁlériod not
4 .more than 36 hours this section is flagged for further discussionin comparism
5 with the ACJA and Constitution

?t’ftr}fz?g gtfention 6 27.-(1) Upon an application on oath made by a Police Officer and
7 supported by relevant information, a Court may extend a warrant of further
] detention provided that:
9 (a) the court in question found reasonable grounds to justify further
10 detention;
il (b) the application for extension is filed before expiration of 48 hours
12 of ihe arrest, and
13 (c) the arrested person has been served with a copy of the information,
14 brought before the court for hearing and is given opportunity to be legally
15 represented.
16 (2) Inaddition to the provision of section 296 of the Administration of
17 Criminal Justice Act, where the conditions stated in Subsection 1 &, band ¢ of
18  this section are not met, the Magistrate shall dismiss the application.

Special Provision 19 28.-(1) In addition to the provision of section 294 of the

for Pre-Trial

detention 20 Administration of Criminal Justice Act, where a person is detained in police
21 costody and the prosecuting counsel decides he has a case to answer but has not
22 concluded preparation to arraign him at the appropriate court, the prosecuting
23 counsel may apply to a court for a warrant of detention pending conclusion of
24 pi‘eparation for trial. '
25 (2) The court shall not grant such detention warrant except:
26 (a) the offence for which the person is to be charged carries a sentence
27  of 3 years imprisonment after conviction;
28 {b) there is a verifiable evidence on oath that the person sought to be
29  detained will materially interfere with investigation or escape from criminal
30.  trialif graﬂted bail; and
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(c) there is no other way of ensuring attendance of the person fo

trial and non-interference with investigation except by remand in police

© custody.

(3) Applicatioﬁ for detention pending trial under this section shall
not be granted except there is an affidavit before the court verifying the facts
relied upon and the person sought to be detained file a counter affidavits and
is given opportunity to challenge the application.

29.-(1) In addition to the provision of section 12 of the
Administration of Criminal Justice Act, a Police Officer may seize and
retain anything for w‘hich a search has been authorized.

(2) In every case in which any property is seized in pursuance of
this section, the person on whose premises it was at the time of seizure or the

petson from whom it was taken if other than the person on whose premises it

~ was, may be summoned or arrested and brought before a magistrate to

account for his possession of such property, and the magistrate shall make
such order respecting the disposal of such property and may award costs as
the justice of the case may require.

(3) Such authority under sub-section 2 of this section may only be
given when the premises to be searched are, or within the preceding twelve
months have been, in the occupation of any person who has been conv icted
of receiving stolen property or of harboring thieves, or of any offence
involving fraud or dishonesty, and punishable by imprisonment.

(4) While searching the premises, a Police officer shall not viclate
the human rights of person found in the i:aremisés that is being searched.

30.-(1) A search warrant is unlawful unless it compliews with this
section and section 35 of this Bill. !

(2.) Where a Police Officer applies Tor any such warrant, it shall be
his duty: ' |

{a)to state:

(i) the ground on which he makes the application, and

Power Lo search

Search warrant
safeguards
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(ii) the law under which the warrant would be issued;
(b) to specify the premises which it is desired to enter and scarch, and
(c) t6 identify practical as possible the article(s) or person (s) to be
sought,
(3) An application for a warrant shall be made formally and supported
by necessary information in writing. |
(@) Tobe granted a warrant, a Police officer in question shall answer
on cath any question the court asks him.
(5) A warrant shall authorize an entry on one occasion only.
(6) (a) a warrant shall specify:
(i) the name of the person who applies for it;
(i1) the date on which it is issued; |
(iii) the law under which it is issued; and
(iv)the premises to be searched.
(b) a warrant shall identify, as practicable as possible, the article(s) or
person(s) to be sought.
(7) Two copies of a warrant shall be made.
(8) The two copies shall be clearly certified as copies.

31.-(1) A warrant to enter and search premises may be executed by

- anyPolice Officer.

(2) Such a warrant may authorize a person to accompany any Police

. Officer who is executing it.

(3) A search warrant rhay be issﬁg:d and executed at any time on any
day, including a Sunday or pubiic holiday,

{4) Where the occupier of premises which are to be searched is present
atthe time when a Police Officer seeks to execute a warrant to enter and search,
the officer shall:

(a) identify himself to the occupier and, if ﬁot in uniform, shall
produce to him documentary evidence that-he~i§ a Police officer;

{b) produge the warrant to him, and
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L “ (c)supply him with a copy.
2 (5) Where the occupier is not present, but some other person who
3 appears to the Police Officer 0 be in-charge of the premises is present,
4 subsection 4 of this section shall take effect as if the occupier is present.
5 {6) Upon the execution ofa Wal’l‘é.l’lt, a Police Officer shall make an
6 - endorsement on it stating:
7 (a) whether the articles or persons soughtwere found; and
8 (b) whether any other articles were seized, other than articles

.9 which were sought
10 (7) A search warrant may be endorsed by a superior Police Officer
11 in the absence of a Magistrate or Justice of the Peace.
12 32. Apolice officer may detain and search any person or attended Power to detain
13 vehicle where: : :32[35;::;?}16[8011

or vehicle

14 (a) reasonable grounds for suspicion exist that the person being
15 suspected is having in his possession; or conveying in any manner anything
16 which he has reason to believe to have been stolen or otherwise unlawfully
17 _ obtained;
18 : (b) reasonable grounds for susﬁicion exist that unlawful articles
19 obtained or possessed are being carried; -
20 () reasonable grounds for suspicion that incidents involving
21 serious violence may take place within a locality;
22 (d) information has been received as a description of an article
23 beingcarried or of a suspected offender; and
24 (e) aperson is carrying a certain type of article at an usual time or in
25 aplace where anumber of burglarles or thefts are known to have taken place
26 recently.
27 33. Areasonable suspicion cannever be supported on the basis of’ Where reasonable
28 _ (a) Personal factors including a person’s color, age, haifstyle or :]:gtl clon nevet
29 mannerof dress; | B

30 (b) Previous conviction for possession of an unlawful article; or
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(c) Stereotyped images of certain persons or groups as more likely to
be committing offences.

34.-(1) Where an officer has the reasonable grounds for suspicion
necessary to exercise the power of stop and search, he may detain the person
concerned for that purpose and with a view to searching him.

(2) Before carrying out a search, the officer may question the person
about his behavior or his presence in circumstances which give rise to the |
suspicion, if he has a satisfactory explanation which wili make a search
unnecessary or other circumstances which has come to attention of the officer
that make a search unnecessary, no séarch may talke place.

(3) Where the questioning reveal reasonable grounds to suspect' the
possession of suspected article or different kind of unlawful article, a search
may take place.

{4) Before an-y- search of a detained persou or Vehicle takes place, the

' officer must takereasonable steps togivethe person to be searched or 111-charge

ofthe vehicle the following lnformatron
() his name and the name of the Police station to which he is attached;
(b) the object of the search; and R
(c) his grounds orauthorization fc)r undertakingit. =
(5 For any pohce officer to exercise the power to stop and search he
rnust be in umform or in possession of a valid Police identity card.
(6) An officer shall take the record of the search in a duly authorized

format by the ngerra Police Service and s givea copy of the record of search to

' the person berng duly s1gnec1 by the ofﬁcer and the person being searched

before leavmg the searched place of the search.
(7) Subject to subsection (6) of tlus sect10n
(a) where it is 1mposs1b1e to grve a copy of thie search record to the

pel son belng searched on the spot the officer 1nay advrse the person of the

pollce statron he should apply for it within a month

(b) a searched person may refuse to collect a search record that his
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. within areasonable time. _

si gnature is not appended on.

35 -(1) Every reasonable effort must be made to reduce to the
minimum the embarrassment that a person being searched may experience.

(2) The co-operation of the person to be searched shall be sought in
every case,leven ifhe initially objects to the search. '

(3) A forcible search may be used as a last fesort only if it has been
established that the person is unwilling to co-operate orresist.

(4) The length of ti;:n'e -for which a person or vehicle may be

detained for a search will depend‘ on the circumstances, but this must be

B

{5) Searches in public mhst be restricted to superficial examinatibn
of outer clothing.

(6) Where it is considered necéssary to conduct a more thordugh
search that requires a person to také offhis cloth or headgear, it:

(a) shall be done out of public view and by officer of the same sex
with the person being searched, and | B |

(b) may not be made in the presence of anyone of the opposne sex
unless the person being searched requests it.

36.-(1) An officer who has carried out a search must make a written

record unless it is no‘t'practiCable to do so, oi account of the numbers to be
 searched or for some other operatlonal reason, e.g. 1n situations mvolvmg

7 'pubhc disorder.

(@) The recbrds must 'be"cbmp'letéd on- the spot u'nle's‘s

cn‘cumstances make thlS 1mpractlcable {e.z. other immediate duties or very

* bad Weather) and a copy b’ glven to the person belng sea:rched orthe Vehlcle

" driverifit 1savehlcle

@3y Sub_]ect to subsectmn 2) of this secnon, in ¢ase the search

record is avallable on the spot the ofﬁcer that carriéd out the’ search shall

adviee the person searched or ‘the driver of the vehlcle ,searched the pohce

" station the person shotild apply to for collectlon a

Conduct of the
search

Action after a
search is carried
out
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1. (4) A form must be designed or made for this purpose, which shall be
2 knownas Nationa! Search Record.
3 (5) The following information must ‘always. be included in the
4  National Search Record:
3 (i) the name of the person searched or ifhe w1thholds it,a dl(;SCI‘lptl(m /
6  oftheperson; '
-7 (ii) the date of birth of thc person searched;
8 (iii) én_ote of the person's ethnic origin;. -
9 " (iv) when avehicle is searched, a description of the vehicle, including
10  theregistration number;
11 | (v)the object ofthe search
12 - (i) the ground for makmg the search;
13 (vii) the date and time the search was made;
14 (\ﬁii) the place where the search was made;
15 : (ix) the result of the search; -
16 (x) a note of any injury or damage to propetty resulting from the
17 search;and
18 (xi)the 1dent1ty of thie ofﬁcer maklng the search. -
19 (6) Where the person to be searched is unwilling to declare the detail
70  information about him, the officer rhay not detain him; he should be allowed to
21 go unless unlawful items are found in his possession or in the vehicle searched.
Powier to take 22 37.<(1) A police officer shall tcke and record for the purposes of
fingerprints )
23 1dent1ﬁcat10n the measurements, photographs and fingerprint impressions of
24  allpersons whomay from time to time be in tawful custody. '
25 (2) Where a person who has not previously been convicted of any
26 criminal offence is discharged or acquiﬁed by a court, all records relating to -
27  such measurements, photographs and fingerprmt lmpressmns including the
28 document of acqulttal or dlscharge shall be stored in a retrievable form and
29  handed over to such person upon request.
30

(3) A police officer shall arraign before a Magistrate any person in
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. lawful custody, who refuses to submit to the taking and recofding of his

measurements, photographs or fingerprint impressions. _

(4) Subject to subsection (3) of this section, where a Magistrate is
satisﬁed that such porson who refused to undergo finger print impression,
1ﬁoasuremeots, and photograph is in Jawful custody, the Magistrate shall
auth;)rizo a Police Ofﬁoef to take the measurements, photographs and
finger- print impressions of such person.

38.-(1) The Ihspector»GoneraI shall be responsible for maintaining
and securing pubﬁc safety and public order. In discharging * this
l‘espoosibility, the Inspector—General shallnot: '

(a}violate any provision of the Constitution;

(b) violate or fail to protect the fundamental nghts of citizens; or

(c)refuse or fail to protect the right, property or legal interest of any
person because of their opinions, beliefs or religious, ethnic or political
affiliations. | | .

(2) Subject to the provisioos of Vsubsection (1) of this section, the
Cofnmissioner of a State shall be responsibie for maintaining and securing
public safety and public order within the State.

(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of any low for the time being in
force, neither the Inspector Genefai of Police nor the Commissioner of

Police or their lawful delegates shall unreasonablj disallow members of the

public, the right to hold peaceful rallies and processions and assemblies.

{4) (a) Where a person or organisation notifies the Police of their

intension to hold a public meeting, rally or procession on a public highway,

or such meetings in a place where the public has access to, the appropriate
Police Ofﬁcer reSponsible for proﬁding' security cover shall mobilize

personne] except he 1easonably believes that the proposed public meeting,

, "rally, procession or assembly will 1oad to rlots destructlon of pubho

property orother VlOlent conﬂlcts

(b) The Pohce Ofﬁcer sha]l convey hlS rejectlon in Wntmg roasons

Public safety and
public order
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1 for his refusal to provide cover for the public meeting, rally, procession or such
2 assembly.
3 (5) A person or organization aggrieved by a decision of a Police
4  Officer refusing to provide secuﬁty after notification for the proposed pubtic
5 meeting, rally, procession or assembly may apply to a High Court in the state
6  where the meeting, rally, procession or assembly is to take place to overrule the
7  Policeand orderitto provide security.
8 PART VI - PROPERTY UNCLAIMED, FouUND OR OTHERWISE
E:;c;};:;;yed, und 9 39.-(1) Where a police officer or any other person finds a property, the
or otherwise 10  person who found it shall take it to the nearest Police station within 24 hours
11 afteritis found.
12 (2) A police ofﬁcer on duty shall collect the property found and make
13 arecordofit.
14 (3) A register shall be designed and kept for lost but found property
15 which mustcontain the following information:
16 (a) the name of the property found;
17 (b) the description of the state or general particular of the property
18; found when it was brought té the police station and any other relevant
19  information relating tothe property;
20 (¢) the date and time it was found and brought;
21 (d) the name, address and telephone number, ifany, of the person who
22 found and br ought it to the station;
23 (e) the name ‘and rank of the police officer who collected the found
24  property, and
25 (f) the signature for both the police officer and the person who found
26  and brought the property to the station.
27 (4) A Police Officer who collects the lost but found property shall
28 prepare two copies of the lost but found property form and a copy shall be given
29  tothe person who found and brought the property to the Police Station.
30

(5) The Police Officer in-charge of the Police Station that is in d
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possession of lost but found property shall make a public announcement at
least three consecutive times in public media - radio, television or print,
about the lost but found property for the rightful owner to recover it with
authentic evidence(s) that prove his ownership within a period of six (6)
months,

(6) () Where the property remains unclaimed after the expirétion
of six (6) months, the Police officer in charge shall bring the property before
amagistrate court for auction;

{b)The police officer in-charge of the station in pessession of the

~ propetty shall release the property upon satisfactory proof of ownership.

(7) Whete a property in police custody is a perishable article or its
perishable custody involves unreasonable expense or inconvenience, it may

be sold at any tinte, but the proceeds of sale shall not be paid into the police

. reward-fund until they have remained in the possession of the Police for six

ntonths, and in any other case, the property shall not be sold until it has
remained in the possession of the Police for six months.

40.-(1) Where a person appears in a Police Station in respect of a
crime or an allegation of commission of a ctime either.as an accused person
or a witness, or as a relation or friend of an accused person or a witness, the
duty officer or such other officer as may be authorized by the officer in
charge of the station shall record in the official record book:

(a) the name of'the person and his national identity number if any;

(b) the date of birth of the person;

(¢) the reason for the person's visits;

(d) the name and address of the persons next of i{in;

_ (e) the exact time the person came to the station and leaves each
day he visits; and |

(f) any ailment or medical condition which the person has.

(2) The particulars mentioned in sub-section (1) of this section

Documentation

of arrest witnesses
and death in Police
Station
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-~ shallbe updatedéach rlay the peison remairs in custody in the Police Station.
o | - (3) Where in exercise of police duty a*person is ‘shot, wounded or

5 killed, the officer commanding the operation’ shallteécord the mimber of those

4 ‘wouiided or killed, the names of such victims or thieir description as much as

5 possible and efforts taken to ensure hospitalization or propet preservation of

"~ the déadperson, e e
(@) Any Potice Officer who fails to Keep” appropriate records
mentioned in subsections (1), (2)-and (3) of this ‘section ‘shall be guilty of a
" seriousmisconduct, whieh shall atfract disciplinary measure.

10 (57 he Trispector General Shall'give a quarterly teport to the Police
‘Services Commission itemizing the ntirfiber and identity of persons who were
'kllled or wounded during police operations acrogs the country (ﬂagged the
prov15mn ot death in pohce custody) ‘

g 4L A1y Any’ person who is aware ' that ‘somebody under his

15" é’rrr'ployment of corttrol is ‘missing shall withifi 24 houirs report to the police the

16 identity of the' mrssmg person ‘anid the circumstances in Wwhich that person got

‘17 faiséing, ' : AR
g7 e i) Whien Sueh report i todged with the Police, thie duty officer or
'suéh"'dfhé'rf-désrgﬁat‘east‘aﬂ* shall immediately fecord the namés and addresses
20" " ofthe missmg person and the person whomade the report “ "
21 ' i VIF OTHER PROVISIONS ™
B 4:2';:(1')"‘ﬂ{éré's}fé11' b “dstablished & fifid 1o be called "the Police

23 Reward Fund" (in thilé;'r;éé:iibi‘r foferred 1o a8 “tfis Fund") into which shall be

24 pcudthe fo]]owmg S e '

25 (a) A1l moniss fotfeited by brderofa supcnor officer onx members of

567" the Police for offenceés agamst thscrplme ' '

27 {b) ali fines levied for assaults on membérs ‘ofthé Police;

28 S (c) ‘one third of’ any “fées pard by Fiiibers of the public in respect of
- &itracts from reports ot ‘adeidents made by the pohce )

30 (d) one third of any fees paid in accordance with standing orders for
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1 . the services of police officers who Would_qthe_ry\_'idsp b;: off duty_;_anc_i
2 - (e}all sums ordered to be paid into the _Fun_dﬁndér séétior} 42(7N(b)
3 oftsBill ... "
4, {(2) Bubject fo the rules for the @imeb@iqg in fo’rceun:dgr section 23
5 of the Finance Control and Management) Act with lI'GSPQ:(}lIC tlg):_;c_ligb:l.irselnents
6 . from th;_a_ Fund, the Fund s___h‘a].l be applied at the dirgctioq of -the inspector—
7. .. -General, based on criteria ‘ilaid_by‘_i_:he Nige‘:r_ri_a_P.oll;cp Cqu.ﬁpil,: for any of the
§ . ... following purposes: . | L L | ; |
9 - (a) to reward_.}nembers..?f th_q Pol_icér‘for ‘e.)_mfz‘t :61_' l;slj)ecial or
16 exemplalyserwcesm ' : - - -
< 1L - (b) for procuring comforts convemences or advantages for
A2 ;_nen]__bt;m_ of the Police which are not authorized to be pald for out of mopeys
13 provided by the Federal Government; . B . -
A4 ;'(¢) for payment of ex gratia comp'alssionatelgr'g&uiiﬁe; o widows or
15 thldrcnofdﬁ:ceasedmembers ofthel“orce and - | o V_
16 (d) for making ex gratia payments towards the funeral cxpenses of
17 any member of' the Police who dles n the service of the Pohce
18 43. Police officers who have. dsstmgulshed themselves w1th their Recognition and
commeniation
19 outstanding perfmmance in_the dlscharge of theu dutles shall be duly ;’?‘; gﬂ;::i:;igfvicc
20 - honored and recogmzed for thetr galiant and exemplary service m the
.21 . . . following ways: 7 e
22 (a) by recommendatmn for national honors thh partmular
23  attention bemg pald to deservmg ofﬁcers of lower rank
24 - (b) through pubhc presentatlon of awaads and ceruﬁcates of
25 . cxemplary seryice from the communities and ch socwty, and ‘
26 {(¢) the Police shall set asxde aday or week in every year to celcblate
27 -, outstanding performance by its ofﬁcers as we}l as to remembe] their fallen
28 heroes. o __
.29 . 44.-(1) A Police Officer shall not get hirr;éélf .trapi)-_‘.:d in  Police Officer
ST ‘ and indebtedness
30 indebtedness of any kind while still in service, ansl Wher_e_he does, he shall be
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1 disciplined and the debt shall be recovered from his salary or remuneration
2 providedthe creditorhave evidence(s) to prove the indebtedness.
3 (2) Subject to subsection (1) of this section, for such debt or liability to
4  be settled the officer's remuneration may be withheld to an extent not

’ 5  exceedingone-halfofhis monthly payment thereof.

6 (3) when an order for payment of such debt or _satisfaction of such
7 lability is made, the court making the order shall give due notice to the seniof
g  police officer in charge of the command to which the indebted officer belongs,
9 and the amount ordered shall be stopped out of the indebted officer's
10 remuneration until the amount ofthe debt is made good.

g::;lifoc:w?fy: 11 - 45. The remuneration of a Police Officer shall not be withheld upon
12 any debt or liability, which he may have incurred within three years before
13 - beingappointed tothe Police.

Private busingss 14 46. While still in service, a Police Ofﬁcer shall not directly be

and conflict of

interest 15 involved in managing and running any private business or trade except
16 farming. '
17 PART VIII - OFFENCES

Offences by 18 47.-(1) A police officer who:

Police officer _
19 (a) begins, raises, abets, countenances, or excites mutiny,

' 20 (b) causes or joins in any sedition or disturbance whatsoever;
21 (c) being at any assemblage tending to riot, does not use his utmost

92 endeavor tosuppress such assemblage,;
23 (d) coming to the knowledge of any mutiny, or intended mutiny does
24 “not without delay give information thereof tohis superior officer;
25 () strikes or offers any violence to his superior officer, such officer
26  beinginthe execution ofhis duty;
27 (f) deserts or aids or abets the desertion of any officer from the
28 service_;
29 (g) fails to come to the aid ot to assist any person in need of assistance
30  atthetime of distress; or |
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(h) on enlistment falsely states that he has not been convicted or
imprisoned for a criminal offence or that he was never employed by the

Government of the Federation or Government of any State;

(2) Shall undergo appropriate disciplinary proceedings in

accordance with the Police disciplinary mechanisms and if found guilty,

. shall be recommended for dismissal and charged to court for prosecution in

accordance with the relevantlaws in force.

(3) In dischatging his duty, a police officer shall not dxscnmmate
against any Nigerian based on the person's socio-economic status, gender,
ethnic or religious affiliation or any form of disability and shall not use racial
or chauvinist language. '

) Apolice officer may be proceeded against for desertion without
reference to the time during which he may have been absent, and thereupon
may be found guilty, either of deserf.ion or of absence without leave:

Provided that a Police Officer shall not be convicted as a deserter or of

attempting to desert unless the court shall be satisfied that there was an

intention on the part of such officer either not to return to the Force, or to
gscape some particular important service. |

48. Upon reasonable suspicion that any person isa desertef a
Police Officer or any other person may apprehend him and torthw1th bnng
him before a court having jurisdiction in the place wherein he was found,
which may deal with the suspected deserter or femand him to a court having
jurisdiction in the place in which he has deserted flagged for redrafting

49, Any person who assaults, obstructs or resists any Police
Officer in the execution of his duty, or aids or incites any other person to

assault, obstruct or resist any Police Officer or any person aiding or assisting

* such Police Officer in the execution of his duty, shall be guilty of an offence

and, on summary conviction before a Magistrate, shall be liable toa penalty

- of fifty thousand naira or to imprisonment for aterm of six months.

Apprehension of
deserters

Assault on Police
Officer

5
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50, W'h.'ere- atiy person is catled upon to aid and assist a Police Officer

", whois, while in the execution of his duty, assaulted or resisted or in-danger of

being assaulted or resistéd, and sitch person refuses or neglects to aid and assist

ﬁé'cof"c‘ii.ﬂ'gly; he shall be guilty of an offence and, on summary conviction

" thereof before a maglstratc. shall be liable toa penalty of fifty thousand naira or

: to 1mpr1sonment for 4 'téim of six motiths: -

51.-(1) While on duty, a Police Officer shalbnot take én-y-intoxication

'“hquor psychotroplc substances or stimulaiits, where he does, he shall be

" pun 1shed m accorclance with the Police d1sc1pl inary procedures

(@) Apersonwhoi
(2) knowingly harbors or entertains; or; either directly or indirectly,

sells or gwes any ‘intoxicating liquof, psychotropic substances or stimulants to

N any Police ofﬁcer while on- dnty, or permits any-such Police Officer to abide or

remain in hlS house unlawfuily, except {hvcases ofextreme urgency;

(b) by ‘thiredts or by offer of money; gift; spiriis, liquors, psychotropic

subsfances or Stimulants indiices or endeavors to'induce aty Police Officer to

" conmiit & breach offiis ditty as a Pokiceofficet or to omitany part of such duty;

(¢) Shall be guilty of aivoffence and liable on convictionto one month

i pnson ' with o Without sn option of finetiot less than teh thousand naira.

) (1) Aperson ot beifig'a Police Officer whor-

(a) puts on ‘or Assuiries either in ‘whole or in part; the dress, name,

"desxgnatxon ‘or description’ of “ariy: Police “Officer. oF any..dress, name or
' demgndtion resembling and inténded - resembie ‘the:. dress name- or

' :"des1gnat10n of any Police Officer;or

(b) in any way pretends to be a: Police Officer for. the purpose of

' obtammg admission ifto’ any hiouse or other place; or of domg any act which

' such pe1 SO0 Would hot by law beentitled to do of his own authority:

(2) Shall be glilty'ofari offénce; and on summary conviction before a
ma.gEStrate, shall be liable to a penalty of minimum of N50,000 and or to

imprisonment for a term of three year.
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i 83e(l)Apersenwho: -

: oo (&) knowingly uses .or attempts to pass off-any forged or false

-+ certificate; character, letter, or any other document for the purpose of

obtaining admission into the Police; or .

“ou (b) onapplying for enlistment; makes any. false answer to any

- questionput to him by any appropriate authority: -

(2) Shall‘be guilty of ‘an-6ffence and, on summary conviction

_before a Magistrate, shall beliableto imprisonmeiit foraterm of six months,

. -0 (3)A police officer may arrest without watrant any peison whom

+ - hereasonably believes to be guilty of aii offorice against this Sectich.

54. Nothing in this Bill shall'bé constried ‘to:exempt a Police

“Officer from being proceedéd against by the ordinary course of law when

- accuséd ofany offence punishable unider any other Actor law.

.. 85,1} Aperson'whohas béen acquitted by a Court o dny crime or

-offence shall not be tried on te same charge or suffer any punishment under

this Bill v s it
: {2) Whiere:d miember 6f ths Police hag bigen convicted by a Court of

any crime or offence, he shall not e 1isblé to be pinishéd for the ‘same

offence iinder this Bill, dtherwise than‘by Tedustion’in rank or grade or by

< dismissal Fronithe Poliges 4 vl Saree e o

L PART X REGULATIONS ANIS STANDING ORDERS'

56.-(1) The Minister supervising the Police iriay iake réguléﬁons

- op thefecommendationof; 15 T el s T i

s :(aj 1he ‘Nigeria- Police -Council” with - redpect “to - thie policy,

organization and administration ofthePolice, 'i}iélildih‘g‘-‘eiéfabii?éhihenié and

“finaneial thattérs; other thari pensions within thé ‘meaning of the Pensions

Ay [Cap P ] e R e

“3(b) the Police Service Commission {nr'ith"fé;v;ﬁéct'"f&’éi}iﬁ'dintxﬁ'énts,

promotions and disciplinary control of Police Officers 4% stated it the

ORI N L
AT

esr

Obtaining =
adiniggion into
the Police by fraud

Ordinary course
of Law not to be
interfered with

Persons acquitted
by the Court shall
not be punished

on the same charge
under this Bill,
noi if convicted,
‘except reduction

Power 1o make
Regulations
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57.-(1) The Police Service Commission may make Standing Orders

forthe ;ppoi'ntment, promotion, and discipline of members of the Police.
7 (2) The Inspector General of Police may make Standing Orders

relating to operational control of the Police.

(3) Such Standing-Orders shall be binding upon all Police Officers
and shall be published in the Federal Gazette and in one national daily.

PART X - APPLICATION

58. All the provisions of this Bill shalIrextend té all persons who, at

the commencement of this Bill are serving m the Nigetia Police: Force

established by the Constitution of the Federal of Nigeria as if such persons had

. beenappointed underthis Bill,

PART XI - COMEV[UNITY POLICE FORUMS AND BOARDS

59,-(1) Fer effoctive and efficient‘. commiunity policing, the
Cemmissioner of Police in each state of the federation shall establish
Community Police Forums and Boards that shall éonsi.st broadly,
representatives ofthe local community in his state of jurisdiction.

(2) A community police sub forum shall be established at afl
Divisional Police Headquarters.

(3) Subject to section 64 (1} (b) of this Bill, the Commissioner of
Police and the members designated by him from time {o time for the purpose,
shall be members of the community police forum and sub-forums established
atvarious police formations.

| 60.-(1) A State .Commissioner of Police shall in collaboration with the

relevant stakeholders in the community, establish Divisional Community. -
Police Boards in all Police Divisions within the State.

(2) A Divisional Community Police Board shall subject to subsection

(3) of this section, consist of representatives of community police forums inthe

-Division concerned designated for the purpose of such community police

forumis. - .

. (3) Subject to section 64 (1) (b) of this Bil, the Divisional Police
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Officer and the members designated by him from time to time for that
purpose, shall be members ofr the Divisional Community Police Board
concerned,

61.-(1) A State Police Commissioner shall in collaboration with the
State Executive Council, establish a State Commun ity Police Board.

(2) A State Community Police Board shall subject to subsection (3)
of this section, consist of representatives of Divisional Community Police
Boards designated for that purpose by the Divisional Community Police
Boards in the state concerned. |

(3) Subject to section 64 (1) (b) of this Bill, the State Commissioner
of Police and the members designated by him from time to time for the
putpose, shall be members of the State Community Police Board concerned.

62.-(1} For effective and efficient commuﬁity policing, the
Commissioner of Police in each state of the federation shall establish
Community Police Forums and Boards in his state of jurisdiction with a
view to:

(a) establishing and maintaining a partnership between the
Community and the Police;

(b) promoting communication between Nigerian Police and the
Community;

(c) promoting co-operation between the police and the community
in fulfilling the needs of the community regarding policing;

(d) improving the rendering of Police services to the community at
the state and local levels;

(e) improving transparency in the Police and accountability of
servige to the community; and

(f) Promoting joint problem identification and probiem solving by
the Police and the Community.

(2) This section shall not prevent Police liaison with the

community by means other than Community Police Forums and Boards.

Establishment of
State Community
Police Boards

Objects of
Community Police
Forum and Boards
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63. A State or Divisional Community Police Board ora Community
Police Forum or Sub-Foram shall perform the functions it deems necessary and
appropriate fo achicve the objects stated in section 62 ofthis Bill.

64.-(1) Bvery State or Divisional Community Police Board and
Community Police Forum or Sub-Forum shall:

{a) elect one of its members as Chairperson and another one as Vice-
Chairperson and another a Police Officer as the secretary;

(b) determine the number of members to be designated by the State
Commissioner or Division Police Officer to serve as members of the Board,
Forum or Sub-Forum concerned;

(¢) determine its own procedure and cause minutes to be kept of its
proceedings; and )

(d) whenever it deems it necessary, co-opt other members or experls
or community leaders to the Board or Forum in an advisory capacity.

(2) Members of Community Police Forums or Boards ghall render
their services on a voluntary basis and shall have no claim to compensation
solely for services rendered to such Forums and Boards.

(3) The majority of the members of the Board, Forum of Sub-Forum
concerned shall constitute a quorum at ameeting thereof.

() In the absence of the Chairperson of a Board or Forum or Sub-
Forum from meeting the Vice-Chairperson shall'aqt as Chairperson, and if
both the Chairperson and the Vice-Chairperson are so absent, the members
present shall elect one of their members present at the meeting to preside-at
tiiat meeting.

PART X1 - TRAFFIC WARDEN SERVICE

65.-(1) There is hereby established a Traffic Warden Service {in
this Bill referred to as "the Warden Service"). -

(2) The Warden Service shall consist of teaffic wardens appointed
from time to time under this Bill.

(3) The Warden Qervice shall be a part of the Nigeria Police and



2019 Nigerién Police Service Bill, 2019 ¢ 1875
1 accordingly, references to the Police established under this Bill shall subject
2 to the provisions of this Bill include references to the Warden Service.

3 {4) Notwithstanding subsection (3) of this section, in so far as any

4 enactment whether passed or made before or after the commencement of

5 this Bill requires Police Officers to perform military duties, or confers any

6 power on any person whether expressly orin general terms to require Police

7 Officers to perform such duties, that enactment shall not in the absence of

8 * express provision to the contrary extend' Traffic Wardens.

5 (5) Traffic Wardens shall be erhployed to discharge functions

10 normally undertaken by the Police in connection with the control and

11 regulation of, or the enforcement of the law relating to road traftic and shall

12 in that connection. actunder the direction of the Police.

13 (6) Without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing sul.)section;

14 a Traffic Warden shall be required to deal majorly with-

15 (a) the general control and direction of motor traffic oﬁ the

16 highway;

17 (b) assisting pedestrians to cross the road; and

18 {c) control'!ilng vehicles stopping or parking in unauthorized

19 places.

20 66.—(1)Notwithstandiﬁg anything to the contrary in any enactment,  Appointment of
Traffic Wardens

21 the Inspector-General is vested with the power to appoint, confirm such

22 appointnient, promote, transfer, dismiss or exercise any disciplinary control

23 over any Traffic Warden.

24 (2) Subject to the provisions of this Bill, a person may be appointed

25 a Traffic Warden ifhe- '

26 (a) is not less than nineteen nor more than 21 years of age;

27 (b) is in possession of a minimum educational qualification of

28 Senior Secondary School Certificate (SSCE),

29 (c) is not less than 167.64 centimeters and 162.56 centimeters tall

30 _ respectively forthe men and the women;
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(d) in the case of men, has not less than 86.36 centimeters chest
measurement when fully expanded:

(e) is of good character and is physically fit; and

(f)has signified his willingness to serve s a traffic warden.

(3) The supervising ministry shall from time to time by notice

*published in the Federal Gazerie, fix the maximum number of persons who

may atany given time hold appointments under this Bill; and a person shallnot
be appointed as a traffic warden if his appointment would cause the number or
the time being so fTxed to be exceeded.

(4 Before fixing any aumber under subsection (3) of this section, the
supervising ministry shall obtain from the Nigeria Police Council
recommendation in respecithis.

(5)The Inspector-General may-

(a) from time to time with the approval of the Chairman Police '
Service Comimission, fix the maximum aumber of traffic wardens who may at
one time hold appointments inany State; |

(b} at his own discretion fix the maximum number of Tratfic Wardens
who may at any given time hold any particular rank in the warden service inany
State, and

(c)in either case fix different numbers with respect to different States.

(6) Inrelation to traffic wardens appointed under this Bill:

(a) section 18 of this Bill shail have effect as if for the reference to

enlistment or re-engagement, they were substituted respectively a reference to

" appointment or re-appointment; and

(b) the form of the Police Declaration prescribed by the Oaths Act
shail be adapted by the substitution:
© 7 (3) for the words "Police Officer" where they occur in the fifth line, of
the words "a Traffic Warden"; and

(i) for the words from "for the preservation of peace' to the end of the
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declaration, of the words "to discharge all the duties of my office according
to law".

67.-(1) Every Traffic Warden appointed under this Bill shall be
appointed to serve as a traffic warden for a period of one year, and only m the
Police Provinge, District or Divisi_on inwhich heresides.

(2} Such a Traffic Wardeﬁ may subject to satisfactory conduct and
service, be re-appointed for further periods of three-years each until the
expiration of the tenth year of his appointment in the warden service when
he may elect to determine his appointment or elect that his service be
allowed to continue until he is 55 years ofage.

68, ATraffic Warden appointed under this Bill shall when on duty,
be in yniform and within the Pelice Province, District or Division in which
he is .appointed to serve, but not elsewhere, he shall have the pewers,
privileges and immunities of a Police Officer under any law relating to the
regulation ofroad traffic.

69. Every Traffic Warden shall on first appointment, be issued with
a certificate of appointment in a form approved by the Inspector-General
and on the determination of that or any subsequent appoiutmeht whether by
effiuxion of time or under section 12 of this Bill, shall in like manner be
issued with a certificate of discharge.

70.-(1) A Traffic Warden shall have such rank as may be assigned o
him by the Inspector- General within the following grades:

{a) Traffic Warden Grade I1I;

{b) Traffic Warden Grade IT;

(c) Traffic Warden Grade I; and

(d) Senior Traffic Warden. S. 71 {2) On receipt by the superior
police officer of the notice referred to in subsection (1) of this section, the
superior police officer shall immediately refer such notice to 1 the
Commissioner having control over him and the traffic warden, and if the

Commissioner consents to the notice having effect, the appointment of the

v

-
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1 traffic warden shall determine accordingly. (the word determined is changedto
2 terminated.
Resignation 3 71.-(1) A Traffic Warden appointed under this Bill may at any time
. 4 pivetoany superior Police Officer under whom he is serving, netice in writing
. 5 ofhis intention to resign his appointment on a date mentioned in the notice, not
6  beinglessthan 28 days later than the date on which thenotice is given.
i - (2) On receipt by the Superior Police Officer of the notice referred to
'8 - in subsection (1) of this section, the Superior Police Officer shall immediately
9 féfer such notice to the Commissioner having control over him and the Traffic
10 Warden, and where the Commissioner consents to the notice having effect, the
11  appoiniment ofthe Traffic Warden shall terminate accordingly. |
" Discipline 12 " 72.-(1) In so far as the context so admits, but subject to the provisions
13 of this Bill, a Traffic Warden shail be subject to the provisions of the Police
14  Regulations for purposes of discipline.
15 (2) In the application to Traffic Wardens ofthe Second Schedule tothe |
16 Police Regulations, references to Constables, Corporals, Sergeants and
17 Inspectors shall include respectively references to Traffic Wardens Grade 111,
i8  Traffic Wardens Grade IT, Traffic Wardens Grade land Senior Traffic Wardens.
Provision of 19 73.-(1) The Inspector-General may provide for use by the Traffic
pavprest 20  Wardens such equipment as he considers necessary for the proper carrying out
21  ofthe duties of Traffic Wardens under this Bill.
22 (2) Any expenses incurred by the Inspector-General under this section
23 shallbede frayed out of monies provided by the Federal Government.
Delegation of 24 | 74, The Inspector-General may delegate any of his powers under this
ﬁ?:;zgtt;};-ﬁenel‘al 25  Bill to the Commissioner of a State or the Commandant of a Police College, so
26  that the delegated powers may be exercised by the delegate with respect to the -
27 matters class of matters specified or defined in the instrument of delegation.
Tnstruction of 28 75.-(1) Every person appeinted into the warden service shall be
Traftic Warden, :
ete. 20 required to undergo course of training at the traffic training school of a Police
30

College for a period twelve weeks or such other or further period as the
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1 Inspector-General ma determine.
2 (2) A Traffic Warden appointed under this Bill shall be allocated a
3 service number wil the letters "TW" and the service numbers of all traffic
4 wardens employed in the Federation shall appear on the register kept for that
5 purpose by the Inspector General.
6 (3) A Traffic Warden to whom a service number has been allocated
7 under subsection (2) of this section shall wear his service number on the
8 shoulder flaps of the uniform wheneﬁferhe is on duty.
9 ParT XJII - POLICE PUBLIC COMPLAINTS AND DISCIPLINE
10 76. 'The Inspector-General of Police chall establish a Police Establishment of
11 Complaints Response in this Act referred to as "the Unii" in each of the tghggzggx;i:g% "
12 Police Commands in all the State of Federation.
13 - 77.-(1) The Unit shall consist of‘representatives of the Federal or  Unit Composition
14 Siate Intelligence Bureau, Police Provost Marshall and any other unit as the
15 Tnspector General of Police may' deem fit.
16 ' {2) The Unit shall be headed by an officer not below the rank of a
17 Chief Superintendent of Police.
18 78.-(1) The Unit shallreceive: The functions
. of the Unit
19 {a) complaint or information of Palice officers misconduct from
20 the public; or
21 (b) complaint of Police officers misconduct from other police
22 member or authority.
23 (2) The Unitmay receive:
24 (a) any complaint alleging that the conduct complained of resulted
25 * inthe death of or serious injury or other gross human rights violations;
26 (b) any complain{ showing that a police officer may have
27 committed a criminal offence; or '
28 {c) any complaints which shows that an officer is involved inan act
29 constituting professional misconduct ' '
30 (3) The Unit shall monitor the invéstigations initiated by the :_Unit.

.
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(4) While conducting investigation info any complaint by ary
member of the public against a Police Officer, the Nigeria Police Service shall
afford the person against whom the complaint has been made many
opportunities to give a defense.

(5) Upon the conclusion of an investigation, the appropriate
investigative unit shall make available a copy of its findings or investigation
report to the Unit within 21 days from the day the complaint was made.r

| 79, After investigation, the head of the Unit with approval from the
Inspector General of Police shall:

(a) send a copy of the investigation report and recommendations to
the Director of Public Prosecutions for prosecution if the investigation reveals
that a criminal offenice has been committed;

{b) sénd a copy of the investigation report andl recommendations to
the appropriate Police or oversight authority for proper disciplinary action if
the investigations reveal that the offence committed is against discipline as
stated in the First Schedule Regulations 370 of the Police Act and Regulations;
and

(¢} where it is discovered after investigations that the complainant

knowingly gave false information against any Police Officer or should have

reasonably knowledge that the information is false, such a person shall be tried

according torelevant laws for the time being in force.

80, The Police Act Cap P19, Laws of the Federation of Nigeria, 2004
isrepealed.

_ 81. Anything done or purported to have been done under the Police

Act, Cap P19, Laws ofthe Federation of Nigeria, 2004 remains valid, subjectto
the Proviéions ofthis Act.

82. Inthis Act, except where the context otherwise requires:
rCommissioner" means a Cominissioner of Police, a Deputy Commissioner of
Police or an Assistant Commissioner of Police;

"Constable” means any Police Officer below the rank of Corporal;
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"Court" means any court established by any law in force inNigeria,
"Inspector” includes a Chief Inspector and an Inspector of Police;
"Inspector-General”, "Deputy Inspector-General” and "Assistant Inspector-
General" means respectively the Inspector-General of Police, the Deputy
Inspector- General of Police and an Assistant Inspector-General of Police;

"Minister" means the Minister charged with responsibility over Police

.. matters and "Ministry” shall have a corresponding meaning;

"Non-Commissioned Officer” means a Police Sergeant-Major, a Police

Sergeant or a Police Corporal as the case may be;

* "Police Officer” means any member of the Nigeria Police Service;

"prosecuting Officer” means azy person appointed by the Attorney General
of the Federation or of the States to prosecute crimes on their beheilf and for
the Nigeria Police Service; '
"Senior Polica_ Officer" means any Police Qfﬁcer above the rank of a Cadet
Assistant Superiutlendent of Police;
"Superintendent of Police” includes a Chief Superintendent of Police,
Superintendent of Police, a Deputy .Superintendent of Police, and aﬂ
Assistant Superintendent of Police; and
"The Police" means the Nigeria Police Service established under this Bill.

| 83. This Bill may be cited as the Nigerian Police Service Bill,
2019. |

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

This Bill seeks to i‘epeal the Police Act Cap. P19 LFN, 2004 and enact the
Nigeria Police Service Act, 2016, to provide for the cooperation and
partnership between the Police and host communities in maintaining peace

and combating crime.
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