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' opporrumfy of; acquiringa hlgher educationin agnculture
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RELATED MATTERS
Spensored 'by Hon, Ephé'oim MNwuzi
T . . : [

Commencement

ENACTED by the National Assembiy of the Federal Republicof

ngena as follows: ‘
'1.;(1) There is heréoy estabiisﬁed a Coiloge to be known as the
Federal College of Agriculture, Umuajulke, Rivers State’ (i this Act

referred to as "the College™) which shall have such powers and 'éxercise such

~ functions as are conferred on it by this Act

(2) The CoHege shall be a body corporate with perpetual

“succession and a common seal and shall have power to acqmre and dispose

of interests in movable and immovable propemes aod may sue and be sued
inits corporate nanie; -
~ (3) Thé objects ofthe Collegé shailbe:  ~ "

(@) torencourage the advancenient ‘dfleaﬁiing and to hold ottt 10 all
persons without distinction of race, creed, seX or pohtleal conviction, the
E

(b) 1) deveiop and offer academic and professaona] progrmnmes
leading to the award of Professmnal cemﬁcates Ordmary Natlonal

Diplomas and ngher Na‘aonai ’Dlpiomas thch emphasise planning,

‘adaptive, ‘techriical, maidténance, devel_opmental and productive skills in

agriculiure, and to contribute fo the scientific transformation of agricul,ture:

inNigeria;

——————

Establishment

-and Objects of the

Federal College
ot Agriculiure
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) and mtegranoneftfammg, reseamh andextensmn activities; and -

g {c) to act as agenis and cafaiysts, thrm.gh trzining, researc and

innovation for the effective and economic utxhsatmn exaiost&tam and

ceaservaneq ofNigeria's natura‘! agncui‘urai economic and human resourees;

{d)to adeniuy the agncurur"i pro%niems and needs of Nigeria and to

_ ﬁnd so]uﬂonst{; themwsthmiﬁe centextﬂfaverai}natmﬁai ve_l&gmynt; '

{e} to -proviée—' and’ promote somd basic scigptific E.?Bining aéa’
foundation fbr the dave}epmeﬁt of agriculture ami altied disciplines, taking
inte accﬂunt mdlgenm,s cuilture, the need to enhance national unily, the need io
vastly increase the prastical s:or{ent of smde'!t training, and adaquate
preparation of gradua{es for self-empioyment in aomcu*mrﬁ and ailied
p*o&ssw%’ _ L

Hw promote and smphasise teac"zmg, research and extension of

agncu‘turai kmwisdge mcludma ggncv.m:e extension services and outreach

* programmes, in-service’iaining, coniinuing edncatm,_ and on-farm adaptive

rescarch; ]
{g) to organise research relevant to iraining in agricalivre with
L4 .

emphasis onsmall-scals farming;

{52) to Qfgﬁ”iiaﬂ extension semces and ont-reach programmes for -

' 'Lefbmei@gyﬂansler

e } to csiablish mst:m&enﬂl mecagus in m’dwr 0 fi:sster cﬁliabnramn

1)) f:o undertakc aay mher actwﬂy appropriate for Cn%iegﬁs of

_Agrscuimm o : _ .

2 -{i} The gﬁ%ﬂ&ﬁ&nce of the C@iéege am! the direcmm of its affairs

_ shaiive;imﬂieﬁovemmngmmler Ce!ae&agmﬁnsﬁetmfemé tons "the
'Cm,ﬁm‘*}

& Wz%heui mﬁuﬁece o ahe gewrah -of subrection {1} of this

section, .!a.é*aii be t:%be "espcambﬂ:iy 91?»18 Councilto :mssflemnd ag:g}rwe

! ajﬂ:e ,le Gk‘&sw,sh,s sf zw Coll z«gﬁ’
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1 (b) the pregramme of studses, courses, and research to be |
R undeﬁaken by the Ceilege
3 (e) the annuai estnnates ofthe College; and
4 (@)the investment plans ofthe College.
5 7 ' {3} The provisions of the First Schedule to this Act shail have effect .
-6 with respectio the Councilas specxﬁedtherem )
7 3, ~{1} The Council shal} consist of a chanmaﬂ and the followmg ‘ Membesl_;_i‘ggf
'8 other memhers tobe appointed by theMunsterof education: . C{'m-m'm'
9 (@) & representatwe of the Federai Mm.stry respcnsw}e for
10 educatmn -
n o (b a representatwe cf the Federal anst:ry resgonmble for
1 Agiculre; - : .
| 13 (e) a representanve of the Natmnal Board for Techmcal Ec'!..ucanon
14 (NBTE}); _ ‘ )
15 (d) arepresentative of the elumniasseeiation ofthe College;
i6 . (¢) three persons appeinted on in‘diﬁdﬂai sherit on a pationwide _
17 basis who shouid have wide experience of service in the public or private |
18 sector; ' ‘ | .
i9 (Hiwo representaﬂves of theAcademxc BoardoftheCoHege
20 “{g)the Provostof the College T
21 4.~(I) Amember of the f“ouneil (other than an ex—ofﬁclo member} Temure of office
of Members of
22. shall hold office for a term of .hree years and shall be ehglble for re-  the Council -
23 appointment forafhrtherpermd of three years and nomore. ‘
24 (@) Any member of the Councl] c‘her than an ex~eﬂimo member
25 ay bynotice to the Counicil resign hlsappomnnem
26 (3)Any vacancy occurring in the membershlp of the Councit shaﬂ
27 'be ﬁIIed by ‘the appointmient of a successor who-shall represent the same
| 28 . mterest as hlS predecessor for the remalnder of the term of the predecessor
29 o -(1) For the’ carrymg ouf of its ob_]ects as spemﬁed in section 1 of gs;wu;glofthe
30 this Act the Council shail have power to: B '
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1 =) hmd exammatmns and grant diplomas nrolessmnai ccm‘igaueg
: -\.. 2  and other distinctions to persons who have pursued a course 0’c studs y apprcwd

-3 and accredited by the Nat;gna} B__Q?.E‘d;?x Technical Education(NBTE) and
4 have satfsﬁed such other ;@_‘qu_irementg as ‘thg(’,_cl_‘u‘_}ci} ﬁlay_ iay c_iown :

5 . {b) demanc¢ and receive freﬁ any smdaﬁt ‘Qr ény other person
6 atending the College & for the pUrposs, cf mst’u.,tzm b\ECh fsss as the Council
7 may,with the pnor appr avai ofthe Ml.msfer fr@m timeto tme detﬂn*une

3 {c es;ab_l_ish agg'i.fl;lturaz and lr;wal ‘e;';ﬁ::egl_a;.sn Sﬁr_vmes in various pai’té

g GfNigena N | . _ | _ . |

gith {d) hold pubhu i“ctm’e‘-‘ and undertai(e prmmxg, pubi* .nssg and
i1 bookse‘lzng, ‘ D ) . _

1z {e} pxowde amem‘aes fGr ﬁnci ma.ke s.lci' other prs}vwﬁn fer the .
i3, welfare @fthf‘ staff, efthe Coﬂ.gﬁ _ e e

i4 D mvest ﬂzu funds of tha Cci!@e in sef‘ur*‘ues specified by iaw orin
15 su;;Eg other secumse z ?\, *ﬁayb appmved f:sy ;h\. Mnﬁfster |
16 (g,s ho:raw _money W:thm \I;gena m sucr; manser anci upon such
7. ,seguﬂtv asthe Dv'smste* may h'ﬂm tzmeto time at‘ﬁarzse,. e

1% | {h} enter inte suc h centracts as may he nec&s;.a;'} oFf expetﬁent for.
19 “ carrymg mtaeﬁ'ec the eajecswesaf he(lo!lege |
20 (i) recruit staff of the rxght f:ahbre and determme the carger s‘mcmré
21,_‘; _efsuchstaff- ) L o

’ 22 (y} estah 1sh arci mamtam such schenla, msiitutes smamuraz -:
23 deparﬁncats ami mher aﬁas.hmg and research mﬁs wrthm the Cohgge as zhﬂ.
24 : annc Lmay, from tm*e W time, deem necessary;

25 &) msntute aa& awa.rd fshcwshlps SCthE‘SﬂEDS medais, pmes and _-

26 othgrmies, e B . _

27, . {I) erect, aravxdﬁ equip and mamtam sue:ia ﬁdaﬂa&snal, recfeatmraal
28 - andresidential facilities as the College may *'eqe.:'e : o .
29 ) ag@epz glﬂs iegacaes and donations, bi.‘it wathaut ab!:gatmn o

.38

aceept ihe saine fe; a particuiar _purpnse__unless_a_t‘ approves the terms and
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COMLauNg attacﬁ ing thereto;

{n} enter into céntracts, establish trusts, act as trustee, solely or
Jjointly with any other person, and emp- . . andactthrough agents; and

(o) do suf:h acis and things whether or not incidental to the
foregoing powers as may advance the objects of the College.

6.-{1) The Minister shall be the Visitor of'the College.

{2) The Visitor shall, not less than once In every five vears, conduct
& visitation of the College or appoint a visitation panel consistiﬁg of not fess’
than five experts to conduct the visitation:

(&) for the purpose of evaluating the academic and administrative
performance of the College; or

{b) for such cther purpose or in respect of any other affairs of the
College asthe Visitor may deem fit.

7. Subject to'the provisions of this Act, ﬂie Minister may give o
the Council directions of a general character or relating generéﬂy o matters
of policy with regard to the exercise by the Council of its functions under
this Act and it shall be the duty of the Council to comply with such
directions. 7

8.-{1} There shall be established for the College a board to be
known as the Academic Board which shall consist of the following
meinbers:

{a) the Provost of the College who shall be the chairmar;

{b)all heads of departments;

{c)the College Librarian; and

(d) not more than two members of the academic staff other than
heads of departmenis to be appointed by the Council.

{2) The Academic Board shall beresponsible for:

(2) the direction and management of academic matters of the
College including the regulation of admission of students, the award of

certificates, scholarships, prizes and other academic distinctions;

e

N
Wt

Visitation

Power of Minister
o give dirsctions
e the Council

The Academic
Board and its
functions
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1 (b} making periodic reporis on such academic matters to the Counci
2 as the Council may from time to time direct; _

3 {c) diécharging"any other functions which the Council may from time
4 totimédelegatetoit, ,

ThenPr;JVGSt of 5 9.-(1) There shall be a Provost ofthe College (in this Act referred io as

et ) "the Provost") who shall be appointed by the Minister, in accordance wéth the
7 provisionsof this section.

3 (2} Wherea vacancy occurs in the post ofProvoét, the Councitshali:

9 (a) advertise the vécancy in a reputable journal or a widely read
i6  newspaper in Nigeria specityving: -

il ‘ (i)the qualitigs ofthe pefson who may apply for the post;

12 (ii) the terms and conditions of service applicable to the post; and
I3 thereafter draw upashortlistof suitable candidates for consideration;

14 - (b) constitute a search team éonsisting oft |

15 (i} a member of the Céuncii not being a member of the Academic
16 Board, as chairman; |

17 (ii) two members of the academic Board not below the rank of chief
18  lecturer; ' '

16 (iii) two members of the academic community of the College not
20 below the rank of chief lecturer to be selected by the Couricil, to identify and
21 draw up a short list of suitabie persons who are not likely to apply for the post
22 forany reason whatsoever.

23 A (3}AJoint Council and Academic Selection Board consisting of:

24 (&) th chairman ofﬂlebouncilg _

25 (b) two members of the Council not being members of the Academic
26 . Board; ' ' _
27 {c) two members of the Academic Board not below the rank of chief
28 lecturer, who were not members of the search team, shall consider the
29 candidates and persens on the shdrt lists drawn up under subsection (2) of this
30

section through an examination of their curricolum vitae and interaciion with
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1 thers and recommend through the Council to the Minister, three candidates
2 for his consideration, '
3 {4} The Min-iéter shall appoint as Provost one of the candidates )
4 recommended to him under the provisions of subsection (3) ofthis section.
5 {5) Subject to this Act and the general control of the Council, the
6 Provost sl\lag;l bethe chiéf executive of the Coliege and shall be charged with e
7 general responsibility for matters relating té the day-to~day management
3 operations ofthe College.
9 {6) The Provost:
Hy (&) chall hold office for a period of four years beginning with the
3 11 effective date  “his appointment _and on such terms and conditions as may
12 be specifiedin ; s letter of appointment; and
13 {(bymay be reappoin’ied for one further perfod of four years and no
14 more, _
15 18.-(1) There shall be for the college a Deputy Provost. Deputy Provosts
16 {2) The Council shall appoint the Deputy Provost from among the
17 chieflecturers in the College in one of the following ways, that is:
18 (@) from a list of three candidates in order of preference, submitied
19 by the Provost; or ]
20 {b} on the recommendation of a Selection Board constituted under
21 this section for thai purpose; or
22 {c)onthe nominaiion ofthe Provost,
23 {3} The Selection Board referred to in subsection (2j of this seciion
24 shall:
25 ‘ (a) consistof:
2% (1) the chiirman of the Council;
27 (ii) the Provost; ‘
28: (iif) two members of the Council not being members of the
26 Academic Board; '
30 {iv} twﬁ members of theAcademic*B!oard; and
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{b) make such inquifées as it deems fit before making the
recommendation required under that subsection.

(4) The Deputy Provost shall:

(a) assist the Provost in the performance ofhis finctions;

- {b) act in the place of the Provost when the post of Provost is vacant or
if the Provost is, for any reason, absent or unable to perform his functions as
Provost; and

(c) perform such other functions as the Provost or the Council Ihay,
from time to time, assignto him.
(5) The Deputy Provost:

(a} shall hold office for a period of two years beginning from the

. effective date of his appointment and on such terms and conditions as may be

specified in his letter of 2ppointment; and
(b} may be reappointed for one further period of two years and no
more. 7
11.-(1) The Council shall appoint a Registrar to the College
(hereinafter referred to as "the Registrar") who I.shaH keep the records and
conduct thelcorrespondence of the Council and shall perforna such other duties
as the Council and subject thereto as the Provost may from time to time direct.

- {2) The Registrar éhall, in addition to other duties conferred on him by
or under this Act, be the secretary o the Council, thé Academic Board and any
committee of the Council and in ‘his absence, the Councilor any such
committee may appoint seme other ﬁémsjon to act as secretary, and he shall not
vote on any question before the Councilor count towards a gquorum,

(3) The Registrar:
- {a} shall hold office for a period of four years beginning from the
effective date of his appointment and on such terms and conditions as may be
specified in his [etter of appointment; and

(b) may be reappointed for one further period of four years and ne

more.
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1 £2.-(1) There shall be for the College the followmg pnncnpal Other principal
2 officers in additien to the Reglstrar thatis: ‘ ' Ocjglc:gr: ot
3 {a)the Bursar; and _
4 {(b) the College Librarian, who shall be appeinted by the Coﬁncﬂ' on .
.5 the recommendation of the Selection Board constituted undei‘ section 10(3)
§ ofthisAct. _ ' -
7  (2)The Bursar sh&ll be the chief financial officerof’ ﬂp“Collcge_ and
8 be responsible to the Pr_c':vﬁst for the day-to-day administration and control
| 9 ofthe financi, . affairs o;r”tﬁe College.
10 {3T e Ceilege Librarian shall be responsible to the Provdst forthe
11 administration of the College Library and the coordination of the hbrary
12 services i the teaching units of the College.
13 (4) The Bursar or Librarian: .
14 (a) shall hold office for a period of four years beginning fromi the
15 effectwe date of his appomtment and on such terms and condmons as may
16 be spemﬁed in his letter of appointment; and
17 () may be rea,ppomted for_a further period of four years and no
18 more. -
19 13.-(1) A principal officer may ré‘é%n his appointment: Resignation of
: o : appointment of
20 (&) in the case of the Provost, by notice to the Visitor; and principal officers
21 - {b)in any other case, by noticeto thé Council.
22 ) i4.—(1) The Couneil may -appoint such other persons o be  Other employees
L ' } ' of the College
23 employees of the College as the Council may determine to assist the vaos‘tl
24 " and the princfpal officers of the College in the perfbrmanée of their
.25 functions under this Act.
26- {2) Subj ectio the :provisions of'this Act, the remuneration, tenure of
27 office and conditions of sérvice of the employees of the Council shall be
28 determined by the Council. | -
29 15.- (1) There shall be, for each College a selection Board which IS:rleocthug?;t;aér; B
30 shall consist of: officess
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1 (a) the chairman of the Council;
2 {b) the Provost;
3 (c) four members of the Council not being members of the Academic
4 Board;and
3 (d) two members of the Academic Board.
6 (2) The functions, procedure and other matters relatiﬁg t6 the
7 Selection Board constituted under subsection (1) of this section shall be gs the
8 Council may, from time to time, determine.

Pensions 9 16.-(1) It is hereby declared that service in the College shall be
16 approved service for the purposes of the Pensions Refoim Act and,
11 accordingly, officers and other persons employed in the College sha'l_l inrespect
12 of their service in the College be entitled to pensions, gratuities and other
13 retirement benefiis as are prescribed thers uhder, 50 however that nothing in
14 this Act shall prevent the appoint.ment ofa person to any office on terms which
I5  preclude the grant of a pension and gratuity in respect of that office. -
16 (2) For the purposes of the application of the provisions of the
17  Pensions Refon}l Act, any power exercisable there under by a Minister or other
{8 . authority of the Government of the Federation (other than the power to make
1% regulations) shall be exercisable by the College and not by any other person or

\ 20 authority.

21 PART IT - FINANCIAL PROVISIONS

fszél\lb_li;sgin;": 22 . 17.-(1} The Council shall establish and maintain a fund which shall be

Coliege 23 applied towards the promotion of the objectives specified in this Act,
24 (2} There shall be paid and credited to the find established under
25  subsection (1) ofthis section:
26 {a) such sums as may from time to time be granted to the Council by

. 27  the Federal Government through the National Board for Technical Education

28  (NBTE)
29 (b} ail moneys raised for the purposes of the Council by way of giits,
30 granis-in-aid or testamentary disposition; and
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(¢} all subscriptions, fees an. +arges for services rendered by the
Counciland all ether sums thatmay acerue to the Co‘uncil?fmm any source,

(3} The Council shall submit to the Minister, through the National
Beard for Technical Education (NBTE), not later than three months before
the end of each financial year or at such other time as he may direct, an
estimate of its revenue and expenditure for the next succeeding financial
year,

18. The Council shall keep proper accounts of its receipts,
bayments, assets and liabilities and shall in respect of each year cause the
accounts to be audited,

I3, The Council shall as soon as may be after the expiration of
¢ach financial year, prepare and submit to the Minister a report of its
activities during the immediately preceding financial vear and shall include
inthe reporta copy ofthe audited accounts of the College for that year and of
the audifor's report on the accounts,

PART T - MISCELLANEOUS AND SUPPLEMENTARY

28.-(1) For the purpese of providing offices and premises
tiecessary for the performance of its functions, the Council may:

(&) purchase any interest in or take on lease any land; and

{b) build, equip and maintain offices and premises.

{2) The Council may, with the approval of the Minister, sell any
interest in or lease any land, offices or premises held by it and no longer
required for the performance of its functions.

 21.-{1) The Council may make rules providing for the Provost to

conduct enquiries into alleged breaches of discipline (including lack of

diligence) by students and such rules may make different provisions for
different circumstances.

{2} The ruies shall provide for the procedure and rules of evidence
to be followed at enquiries under this section.

{3) Subjectto the provisions of subsection (1)ofthis section, where

Accounts and
Audit

Annual reports

Oifices and
Premises

Disciplins of
students
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1 itisproved during the enquiry that any student of the College has been guilty of
2 - misconduct, the Provost may, without prejudice to any other disci?liﬂary
3 powers conferred on him by this Act or any regnlations made there under,
4 direct: _

5 - (a)'.that the student shall not, during sucﬁ period as may be specified in
6 the dire tion, participate in such activities of the College, or make use of such
7 facilities of the College, as he may specify;

8 -(b) that the activities of the student shall during such period as may be
9 specified in the directions, be restricted in such manner as may be so specified;
10 {c} that the student may be suspended for such period as may be
11 specified in the direction; or ‘

12 (d) that the student be expelled from the College.

13 4 \}Vhere there is temporarily no Provost or where the Provost
14 refusesto apbly any disciplinary measures, the Council may, either directly or
15  through some other staff, apply such disciplinary actions as are specified in
16  subsection (3) of this section to any student of the College who is guilty of
17  misconduct. '

i8 {5) Where a direction is given _undér subsection (3) {c) or (d} of this
19  section in respect of any student, the student may, within 21 days from the date
20  of the letter communicating the decision to him, appeal from the direction to
21  the Council, and where such an appeal is brought, the Councif shall, after
22 causing such inquiry to be made.in the matter as the Council considers just,
23 either confirm or set aside the direction or maodify it in such manner as the
24 Council may think fit.

25 (6) The fact that an appeal from a direction is brought in pursuance of
26 subsection (5} fthis section shall notaffect the operation of the direction while
27 the aﬂﬂeal is pending,

28 {73 The va_dst may delegate his powers under this section to a
2% disciplinary committee consisting of such members of the Celiege as he may
30 nominate.
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1 {8) Nothing in this section shall be construed as preventing the
2 restriction or termination of & stude:  ctivities at the College otherwise
3 than on the ground of misconduct. .
4 -(9) It is hereby declared that the direction under subsention (3) (a) '
3 of this section may be combined ﬁiﬁh a direction vnder subsection {3)(b)of v
6 this section.
7 {18} In all cases under this section, the decision of the Council shall
8 be final unless reversed by the Minister on appeal by the student.
5 22, Inthis Act,runless tife context othe_rwise requires: Interpretation
10 "Chairman" means the chairman ofthe Council;
11 "Council" means the Governing Council of the College established by or
1z pursuand to section 2 of this Act;
I3 "Provost" means the Provost of the College appointed under section 9 of this
- 14 Act; -
13 "Powers” includes functions and duties; -
16 "Minister” means the Minister charged with responsibility for matters
17 relating to education; |
g "Member" means a member of the Council including the chairman.
19 23. This Bill may be cited as the Federal College of Agriculiture,  Short title
20

Umuajulke (Establishment) Bill, 2020.
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. SCHEDULE- -
Z. [Section 2 (3).]
3 SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS RELATING TQ THE COUNCIL, ETC,
4 Terms of service

| 3 -~ 1. There may be paid to the members of the Counciior any committee, |

- 6  otherthan ex-officio members, such remuneration’and allowances as may {rom
7 time io time be determined by the Minist:r. .
8 2. Thej Counci! - may ‘fact notwithstanding any vacancy in its
G membership or ai:ly defectin the ;appointnhent of a member or ;che absence of a
10 member.

- 11 .- Proceedings ‘
12 3.-(1} The Council shall meet. for the conduct.of business at such
13 -times, place and on such days as the chairman may appoint but shall meet not
14 lessthan once every four months, _
15 (2) The chairman may at any timeand shail, at the request in writing of
16 notless than five members, convene ameeting of the Council..
i7 (3) At any meeting of the Council the cﬁainnan shall preside; but in
i8 hisabsence, members present shall elect one of thé_ir members tc preside atthe
19 mesting, 7
2} (4) Where the Council desires to obtain the advice of any person on
21 anyparticular matter, the Council may co-opt persons who are not members of

N 22 the Council but persons co-opted shall not be éﬁtitled tovoteata meeting ofthe
23 Council. | -
24' (5) The quorum of the Council shall be one half of the total members
25 of the Council, at least one of whpm shaill be 1 member appointed by the
26 Minister. _

27 {6) Decisiens of the Council shall be made on approval by a simple
28 majority of members.
29 Miscellaneous
30

- © 4.-(1) The fixing of the seal of the College shall be anthenticated by
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the signature of the chairmar, Provost and of some other members of the
Council authorised generally or specially by the Council to act for that
purpose, '

(2) Any contract or instrumeni which, if made or executed by a

‘person other than a body corporate would not be required to be under seal

may be made or executed on behalf of the College by any person generally or
specially authorised to act for that purpose by the Council.

(3)Any document purporting to be duly éxecuted under the seal of
the College sha'l be received in evidence and shall, unless the contrary is
proved, be prest med to be so executed.

' EXPLANATORY MEMORAKDUM
This Bill seeks to establish the Federal College of Agnculture Umua]ulk@

Rivers State, to provide full-time courses, teachiag 1n_structi0ns and training

~ inAgriculture and carry out its due Administration and-Management.






