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A BILL

AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE REGULATION AND CONDUCT OF THE
PRACTICE OF BROADCASTING PROFESSION IN NIGERIA AND FOR RELATED

MATTERS 7
Sponsored by Hon. blag‘a Jimoh Aremu
| [
7 ENACTED by the Natlonal Assembly of the Federal Repubhc of

ngerxa as follows:
PART T - ESTABLISHMENT OF THE BROADCASTING
PRACTITIONERS COUNCIL

- L. There shall be established a body to be known as the

Broadcasting Practitioners Council (in this Act called "the Council} which

" shall comprise of broadcasting practitioners of the highest distinction in the

broadcasting profession in Nigeria. The Council shall be a body corporate

" with perpetuai succession andacommonseal,

The Council shail be charged with the res‘.ponmbdlty and performance of the
milowmg general dutzes-
" {2} Formal admisswn certification and registration of pcrsons
seekingto become broaflcastmg pracnhoners : _
{(b) Formal admission, conferment of recogz.lition or certification
on deserving persons who have been trained or have been practicing or
working as broadcasting practiticners prior to the commencement of this
Act; ‘
— (c). Prescribing,” determining, and setting the standard of

knowledge and skills to be attained by persons seeking io become members

. of the broadcasting profession and reviewing those standards from time to

time;

(d} Securing in accordance with the provisions of this Act, the
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establishment and maintenance of 3 register of persons entitled to practice as
broadcasters and the publishing, from iime to time, ofthe lists of thosepersons

{¢) Regulating and controlhng the conduct of the practice of
broadcasting profession; )

(D Conducting examinations in the profession and awarding
certificates or diplomas to successfirt candidates as and when appropriate;

(g) To make regulations for the smooth administration and
management ofthe Council and the profession from time to time;

(h) Performing the other funetions conferred on the council by this
Act, including the establishment or operation of the Nigeria Institute of
Broadcasting,

2.-(1) The Council shall be constituted by twenty persons as follows-

(2) A chairman and a Vice-Chairman resPen;ti__ver, who are registered
broadcasting practitioners elected by members ofthe Council;

(b) Five registered broadcasting practitioners to be nominated by the
Honourable Minister in charge of Information, and .

© Thirteen reglstered broadcasting practitioners to be elected by
registered broadcasting pracﬂtioners into the Council. 7

3 I'J-Furﬂler to section 1 of this Act, the Council shall have power to
do any other thing which in its opinion is calculated to facilitate the carrying out
of its functions under this Act, particularly as it relates to ‘setting and
maintaining standards in the broadcasting profession.

(2) The Council may from time to timie borrow money to implement
the objects of the Society and may also invest monies belonging to the Society
inany business venture that the Council may deem profitable.

(3) The Council shail héi;ff power te enact guidelfnes for the conduct
of elections into the Council which guidelines shall be published and made -
@vailaﬁle toall broadcasting practitioners. 7

4, The Céunci!may if it deems it fit, bestow an honorary fellowship

on any deserving person who has contributed immensely to the promotion and
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development of the broadcastmg professmn and whose contribution is such

that it is in the interest of the Council to be associated with such a person or

granthim special recognition.

5.-(1) The Council shall establish and maintain a fund for the

purposes of carrying out its activities and opei"ations including the payment -

of salaries of employees of the Cou'ncil and for nieeting its statutory
obligations. o

(2) There shall be paid into the fund of' the Council-

(i) Vohmtary donations or grants from any person, msntunon, or
Government; _ .

(i) All fees, Tevies, sdbscriptions, and other moneyg‘payable tothe
Council by registered members, studeﬁts; or othér pefsens for conferment of
any title or awards by the Coumncil; .
o (iii) Such moneys as may be payablé to the Council, whether in the
course of the dlscharge of its fimctions or not; and in the prov:swn of any
service to be rendered to any member or person;

(b) Bepaid outof the fund ofthe Council-

(i) The remureration and aIIowances of the Reg:strar and other _

employees ofthe Councﬂ
(i) ‘Such reasonable traveling and subsistence aﬂoﬁance of
members of the Council in respect of the time spent on the busmess of the
Councﬂ as the Council, may from time to time determme or approve and '
(iii) Any other expenses mcurrec; by the Councﬂ inthe chscharge of
1ts functionsunderthe Act. ’
. 6 ~(1) The Chairman of the Counml shall prepare and submlt tothe
Council not later than the 31st day of December of each year, an estimate of
the income and expenditure of the Council durmg the next succeedm—g year.

(2) The Council shall keep proper accounts in reépect_ of each year

and proper records in relation to those accounts and shall cause the accounts

to be audited within six months after the end of the vear to which the
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- i accountsrelate by independent auditor(s) appointed by the Council,
gﬁgﬁagg 2 7.-(1) It shall be the duty of the Council to appoint a fit and proper
the Coungil 3 person to be the Registrar and head of secrotariat of the Council for the
.4 purposes_ofthIsAct.
5 o {2) The Registrar shall, in addition to his other function under this Act,
6 bethe Secretary to the Council and shall, on the instructions of the Chairman of
7 the Council, convene meeth_igs ofthe Councii, record and keep minutes of such
8  proceedings. ’ |
9 (3) The Council may appoint such other persons to be empioyees of
10'. -~ the Council 4 as the Councxl may determine to assist the Registrarinthe exercxse
11  .ofhis functions LnderthlsAct _
12 {4} The Councﬂ may, whenever the Registrar is absent, or for any
13 other reasems uuable to drscharge the ﬁmctlons ofhis office, appoint an acting
14* Regisirarto dlscharge his fanctxens
15 (5) The Reglstrar and other employees of the Ceuncll shall hold office
16 onsuch terms and condmons asthe Couneﬂ  may determine,
gﬂ;:ggizoa’; i 17 8.-(1) A person shall be qual ified fo practice as a broadcaster or be
Broadcaster 18 :dentiﬁed asabroadcaster if artd only if: . . . _
i9 (a) He has acquired or attained the prescrxbed academle or standard of
20 tralmng sef by the Council and he has been so certified and registered to
21 pracnce as abmadcasﬁer by the Ceuncﬂ or P“ ‘
22 (b) Prior 0 the commencement of the Af‘t e hasg ecqmred reguisite
23 praéticai know;edfre training, Or experience in a recoamzed academic
P msututlou or broadcas ting station or organisation which shall entitie the
25 Counml upon verification to certlfy himasz broadcaster and register him {0
26 continue to practice as such. The Councl} shall determine the level of
27 quahﬁcatmn skilf or experience aceceptable or applicable before granting the
28 cemficanon under this provision.
29 (2). In addition to any t‘raihing, knowledge, education, skili, or
-experience that a prospeciive applicant mey have obtained or acquired, the
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i Council shall be satisfied that a persen who has applied to be _adznitted to

2 practice as a broadcaster, hes sufficiently acquired training, bowlédge or-
3 - education from a recognised-or aceredlted mstltutlon Or crganisation in the

4 following areas: )

Lh

{a) Mass Communications pamcuiarlyas itrelatesto broadcasting;

6 (b} Breadcastmg Act, the Broadcasting Code and other broadcast
7 regulations;

g (c)Educational and Instructional broadcasting;

g . (d)Advertising;

10 {e}News writing, News Reporting, Editing and NeWsceétmg,

11. ) Television and Rad:o Programmes production and presentatmxf__
12 teehmques _ ) 7

13 (g) Radio and Television progrmnme\directin'g; )

14 ~ (b) Radio and Television script writing for drama, documentary .
15 ‘ and other programme production;

16 (1) Lighting and sound;

17 (i) Cameratechniques;

1 {k) Broadcast ethics and station management;

19 (i} Information technelogy in nroadeastmg,

20 {m) Technolegv develepment nthe broadeasnndustry,

21 (1} Industrial attachment;
l22 - {o) Knowledge of Laws and other professional standards relating
23 to broadcasting and the mass medla s ¥
24 (p) Adherence to al} the Guidelmes Contamed in the NBC &bde as
25 Vrelatmg {o Brnadcasnng mcludmg commumty Broadcastmg, .

26 (q) Knowledge of Radw and Television for the promotlon
27 nresentanon and preservafnon of Nloena s value system, tradition and
28 culture. o
Z9 PART TL - MEMBERSHIP REGISTER - Preparstion and

maintenance of

30 © 9.-(1) Tt shall be the duty of the Registrar to prepare and maintain,  register
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© in accordance with rules made by the Council unider this section, 2 register

coniaining the names, addresses, qualifications and such other particulars as

may be specified of all persons who are entifled in accordance wifh ?he
provisions of this Act to be registered as fellows, full members or associate

members of the broadcasting profession and who apply in the specified manner

" tobe soregistered,

{2) 'Subject to the provisions of this section, the Council shall make
rules with respect to the form of keeping of the registér and tﬁe making of
entries therein, and in particular-

(a) Re‘guiatiﬁg the making of applications for registratién and
providing for the evidence to be produced in support of: applicatiqn:s ;

(b) Providing for the notification to the Registrar by the person to
whom any registered particulars relate, of any change in those particulars;

(¢) Specifying anything not spepiﬁed under the foregoing provisions
of this section; |

{d) Specifying the fees to be paid to the Council in respect of the entry
of names on'the register and auth‘orisiﬁg thle Registrar to refuse to enter a name
on the registeruntil any fees specified for entry has been paid,;

(¢j To give appropriate information about any registered member of
the profession as may be required for public purposes.

(3Mt shall be the duty ofthe Regisirar-

‘ (=) Tocorréct, in accordance with directions of the Council, any entry
in the register which the Council directs him to correct as _be,ing in the opinion
of theCouncilan entrjz which was incorrectly made; _ ‘

(b) To make, from time to time, any necessary alterations to the

registered particulars of registered persons;

(¢) Toremove from the register the name ofany registered person who
has been duly expelled from the broadcasthig profession pursuant to the

provisions of the Act.
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16.-{DH1t shall bethe duty of the Registrar-

{a) To cause the register to be printed, published and put on sale to
members of the public as may be deemed ex;ﬁedient; '

(b) To cause to be printed, “lished and put on sale as aforesaid
either a corrected edition of the register or a list of alternations made to each
register since it was last printed; and '

{c) To cause a print of each edition of thé register and of each list of
corrections to be deposited at the office of Registrar to the Council, aﬁd it
shall be the duty of the Council to keep each register and lisis so deposited
open at all reasonable times for inspection by members of the public upon
the palyment ofafee.

{2) A print out or an extract of from the register kept or published
under this section by authority of the Registrar shall (without prejudice to
anry other mode of proof) be admissible in any proceedings as evidence that
any person specified in the document, or the documenis read together, as
being registered is so registered and that any person not so specified is not so
registered. _

11.-(1) The register shall consist of three parts-

{a) One part in respect of fellow;

{0} One partinrespect of full members;

{c) One part inrespect of associaie members.

(2) The Council may approve further division of the register info
othef parts as may be desirable for the purpose of accommodating any other
membership category and stipulate the qualification to be attained by the
personsto be seincluded.

(3) A person shall qualify to be registered as an associate member
of the profession and being so registered to receive a certificate of
registration if-

(a) Be holds a university degree or High National Diploma in Mass

Communication or acquired other professional qualification or has attained

Publication of
1egister and
subsequent
corrections

Division of
regisler
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any level of training and acquired experience recognised by the Council;

(b) He is of good Character;

(c) He has not been convicted in Nigeria or elsewhere of an offence
involving fraud or dishonesty; and .

(d) He has passed any qualifying examination or attained any
standard of training or skill as set by the Council.

(2} A person shall be entitled to be registered as a full member of the
profession and being soregistered to receive a.certiﬁcate of regist{'ation if-

(a) He fulfils the conditions for registration under subsection {3) of
this section; and

(b} He satisfied the Council that in the five years immediately
preceding the date of his application, he has been in continuous active practice
as a broadcasting practitioner either alone or in parinership with other
broadcasting practitioners or in a licensed broadcasting orgaﬁisat’ion or
institution whether private or public in Nigeria or outside Nigeria,

(3) A person shall be entitled to be registered as a fellow of the

- profession and being so registered fo receive a certificate of regisiration if-

(a) He fulfills the conditions for registration under subsection (3) of

this section; and

(b) He satisfied the Counci! that in the fiffeen years immediately

‘preceding the date of his application, he has been in continyous active practice

with other broadcasting practitioners and has in the opinion of the Council
made significant contributions to the bro adeasting profession.

(4} The Council may in its absolute discretion provisionally accept a
qualification produced in respect of an application for registration under this
section or direct that the application be received within such period as may be
specified in the direction.

(5) The Council shall, from time to time, publish particulars of the

gualifications for the time being accepied for registration.
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[ PART III - TRAINING

2 -7 12.-(1) The Council may ap - ‘ Approval of
= courses

3 - (&) Any course of training which is intended for persons seeking to

4 become members of the profession under this Act and which the Council

5 considers is designed to confer on persons completing it sufficient

6 knowledge and skill for the practice of the broadcastin g profession;

=1

(b} Any institution or organisation either in Nigeria or elsewhers

g which the Council considers is properly organised and equipped for
9 condueting the whole or any part of the course of training approw;red by the
10 Council; ' '

[y (¢} Any qualification which, as a result of examination taken in
2 conjunction with the course of training approved by the Council under this
13 section, is granted 'to candidates reé.ching a standard af the examination
14 indicating, -in the opinion of the Council, that they have sufficient
15 knowledge and skill to practise broadeasting profession.

Is (2) The Councit may, if it thinks it fit, withdraw any approval given
17 under this section in respect of any course, qualification or institution but
18 before witﬁdrawing such an approval, the Council shall-

19 (a) Give notice that it proposes to do so to persons by whom the
240 course is conducted or the qualification is granted or the institution is
21 conirolied as the case may be; |

22 {b} Afford each such person an opportunity of making it to the
23 Council representations with regard.to the proposal; and

24 {c) Take into consideration any representation made in respect of
25 the proposal, ) _

26 - (3} In respect of any period during which the approval of the
27 Council ﬁnder this section for a course, institution or qualification is
28 withdrawn, the course, institution or quélification shall not be freated as
29 approved but the withdrawal of such an approval shall not prejudice the

30 registration or eligibility for registration of any person who by virtue of the
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approval was registered or eligible for registration immediately before the
approvai. was withdrawn,

(4) The giving or withdrawal of an approval under this section shall
have effect from stich date, after the execution of the instrament signifying the
giving or withdrawal of the approval, as the Council may specify in the
instrument, and the Councii shali-

{a) Publish acopy of every instrument in the Federal Gazetic;

(b) Send a copy of the instrument to the Minister.

13.~(1) It shall be the duty of the Council to determme and know from
time to time the nature and adequacy of: ‘

(a) The instruction given at approved or recognised institutions or
organisations to persons attending approved courses of training; and

(b) The examinations as a result of which approved qualifications are
granted.

(2) The Council shall work with such institutions or organisations to
review such instructions, manual or materials from time to time.

(3) For the purpose of ﬁerforming its duty, the Council may appoint,
either from among its own members or otherwise, persons to visit approved
institutions, attend and assess such examinations,

(4) It shall be the duty of a Visitor appointed to report to the Council
on- T

(a) The adequacy of the iHstruction given to persons attending
approved courses of training af institutions visited by him;

(b) The adequacy of the exammauon observed or attended by him;
and

{c) Any other matter relating to the institution or examination which
the Council may, ¢ither generally orin a particular case, request him t.0 report,

(5) The Visitor shall not inferfere with the giving of any instruction or
the holding of any examination.

(6) On receiving any unsatisfactory report from the Visitor in
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pursuance of this section, the Council may, as soon as the case may be, send

a copy of the report to the person appearing to the Council to be in charge of

the institution or responsible foi' the examination to “.?hl'ch the report relates

requesting that person to make represen’tations to the Council within such

time as may be specified i in the request not bemg more than one month

beginning with the date of the request : _ +'1

PART IV - PRIVILEGES OF REGISTERED PERSONS AND OFFENCES BY
" UNREGISTERED PERSONS

14.-(1} Subject to the provisions of this Act, no person, not being

registered in accordance with this Act, shall be entitied to hold any

appointment in the public service of the Federation or of 'a State or in any
public or private‘ establishment, body or kistitution, if the holding-of such
appointment involves the perfoljmahcé by him in Nigeria of any act
pertaining to rendering professional -broadcasting servi'ces either for
pecuniary gain or otherwise. |
(2) Nothing in ﬂ]lS section orin any other prowsmns of'this Part of
this Act shall prevent a person from holdmg any appointment referred to in
subsection (1) of this section while he is undergomg trammg or industrial
attachment for the purpose of becoming quahﬁed for registration under this
Act under the supetvision of persons who are reg15tcred in accordance with
thisAct, '
| 15. Any 'person,- not being registéred.under this Act, who holds
himself out fo be a broadcaster or to have been so registéréd Or Uses any
name, title, descrlptlon or symbol calculated to lead any person to infer that
he is so registered, shall be gullty ofan offence and liable on conviction fora

first offence to a maximum fine of five hundred thousand Naira or to

imprisonment for a term of six months or both and on conviction for a -

second or any subsequent offence to imprisonment for a term of not less than -

one year or more than three years.

- C 4361

Appointment not
to be held by
unregistered person

- Publication of a

person falsely
professing to be

a registered person
in the breadcasting
profession



C 4862 | Broadcasting Practitioners Bill, 2020 2020

Offences i 16-(1) If any person for the purpose of procuring the registration of
2 any name, qualification or other matter- )
3 (a) Make a statement which he believes to be false in a material
4 particular; or .
"5 7 .A-ﬁ; {b) Recklessly makes a -sta‘{ement which is false in a material
"6 particulér, he shall be guilty of an offence under this section. N
7 (2) If the Registrar or any other person employed by the Council
&  wilifully makes any falsification in any matter relating to any register
" 5 .maintained underthis Act, he shall guilty of an offence under this section.
i0 (3)Aperson guilty ofan offence under this section shall be liable-
11 {a) On conviction to a ﬁhe not exceeding Twe Hundred Thousand
12 Nairaortoatermiof imprisonmenti not-exceeding one year or both.
13 ' PART V - DISCIPLINE
sttg?;;slg?:;; 14 17.-(1) There sha_ll be established a Disciplinary Committee (in this
vt 15 Act referred to as "the Disciplinary Commitiee" which shalt be charged with
Panel 16 the duty- of considering and determining any case referred io it by the panel
17 established by this Act. - | |
IS | (2) The Disciplinary Committee shall consist of seven distinguished
19 registeréd mebers of the profession. ' h
20 (3) There shall be an established Investigation Panel (hereafter in this
21 Actreferredto as "the Panél“) which shail be charged with the duty of-
22 (a) Conducting preliminary investigations into any alleged case of
23 pmfessionai misconduct against any registered member and
24 (b} Deciding, upon due investigations whether the case should be
25 . referredtothe Disciplinary Comm ittee for further action ornot.
26 (4 The Panel shall be appointed by the Council and shall consist of

27 - five distinguished registered members of the profession.
28 {5) The provisions of the Second Schedule to this Act shall, inso faras
26 s applicable to the Disciplinary Committee and the Panel respectively, have

30 effectwithrespectto those bodies.
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18;-(1) Al any meeting of the Disciplinary’ Committee five Proceadings of
) ' the Disciplinary
members shall form a quorum. ) Committee

(2) The Chairman shall preside at any meeting of the Committee or
in his absence the members present at the meeting shall appoiﬁt one of the
members to preside at the meeting. :

(3) Any. question proposed for decision by the Committee shall be
determined by the majority of the members present and voting at m'eéting of
the Committee at which a quorum is presenf.

(4) At 2"l meetings of the Committee each member present shall
have one voie on -+ question proposed for decision by tﬁe,Committee, and in
the event of an eqaaiity of votes, the chairman shall have, in addition to a
deliberative vote, a casting vote. |

(5) The proceedings of the Committee and that of the Panel shall be
conducted in a manner thgt affords fair hearing, equality and Justice to all
parties and in all respects,

19.-(1) Where- : . Penalties for

. . wprofessional

{a) A person registered under this Act is convicted by any court or  conduet
tribunal in Nigeria or elsewhere haviné power to award punishment for an .
offence (whether or not an offence punishable with imprisonment) which in
the apinion of the Disciplinary Committee is incompatible with the status of
such a professional; or

(b) A registered person is adjudged by the Disciplinary Committee
to be guilty of infamous conduct in a professional respect; or

(¢) The Disciplinary Committee is satisfied that the name of any
person has been fraudulently registered, -

The Disciplinary Committee may give any of the direcﬁons mentioned in
subsection (2) ofthis section.

(2} The Disciplinary Committee may by resolution recommend to
the Council- : . *

(a) To strike aperson's name offthe relevant part of the register;
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(b) The suspension ofa per.son from practise for such period as may be
specificd by the Council;

{c) Reprimand a person;

(d) Order a person to pay to the Council any costs of and inciciental to
the. proceedings or any other sums of money whatsoever incurred by the
Council; or

(e) Cautioning a person and postponing any further action againsthim
onone or more conditions as to his conduct during that period, and
Any su-ch sanction may, where appropriate, include provisions tequiring the
refund of moneys paid or the handing over of documents or any other thing, as
the casenay require.

(3) For the purpose of subsection (1) of this section, a person shall not
be treated as convicted unless the conviction stands at a time when no appeal or
further appéal is pending or may (without extension of time} be brought in
connectionkwith the conviction.

(4) In any inquiry under this section, any finding of fact which is
shown to have been made in-

(a)Any criminal proceedings ina court in Nigeria; or

(b) Any civil proceedings in a court in Nigeria,

Shall be conclusive evidence of the fact found.

(5) If, after due inquiry, the Disciplinary_Committee is satisfied that
during th;: period of any postponement under paragraph (e) ef subsection (2)of
this section, a person has not complied with the conditions imposed thereunder,
the Council may, if it thinks fit, impose any one or more of the penalties
mentioned in paragraphs (a), (b}, (¢) or (d) of that subsection,

20.-(1} Where the name of a person has been struck off the register,
the Discipimafy Committee, may if it thinks fit, at any time recommend the
reéfbration of this name to the register, Provided that the Council may, upon
appropriate and satisfactory representations by any affected member, direct his

name to be restored to the register.
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i (2) There shall be payable to the Council by any person on the

2 restoration of this name to.the regi'ster t} . fees as would be payable by that

3 person on first becoming register.ed ontihat register. ‘

4 21.-(1) If it proved to the satisfaction of the Council that any entry  Suiking off entries

in register on ground

5 made in a register had been fraudulently or incorrectly made, the Council ~of fraud or error
6 ‘may direct that eniry be struck off from the register.

7 22.-(1) Where the Council- Appeal o the

8 {2) Imposes a penalty on aregistered person; or FederslHigh Cout
g (b) Rejects an application forrestoration of'a name to a register; or

10 (c) Directs the striking off of an entry from the register.

11 The Registrar shall give the person to whom the decision relates notice in

12 writing thereof and such person may, within 28 days from the date of service

13 - onhim of the notice, appeal to the Federal High Court.

14 {2} No direction for the s-triking off of the name of a registersd

i5 person from a register shall take effect uhtil the expiration of the time for

16 éppeaiing or if an appeal is brought, until such time as the appeal is disposed

i7 of, withdrawn or struck out for want of prosecution, as the case may be.

18 PART VI - SUPPLEMENTARY .

19 23. Inthis Act, unless the context otherwise requires- Interpretation
20 "Council” means the Broadcasting Practitioners Council established under

21 section 1 ofthis Act;

22 "Member” means a registered member of the Broadcasting profession;

23 "Minister” means the Minister with not less than 20 years professional

24 media experience charged with the responsibility for matters relating to

25 information and "Ministry" shall be construed accordingly;

26 "Profession” means the broadcasti;ﬁg profession;

27 "Register" means the register maintained in pursuance of section 10 of this

28 Act; _ .

29 "Registered” means registered as a fe]iowj member or ass&_)ciate of the

30 |

professicn in the part of the register relating to feliows, members or
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associates as the case may be;
"Registra.r“‘ means the registrar appointed under section 8 of this Acf;
"Broadeaster” means any person certified and registeredl by the Council to
engage in the profession of broadcasting,
24, This Bill may be cited as the Broadcasting Practitioners Bill,
2020. )
SCHEDULES
FIRST SCHEDULE _
[Section 2 (2).]
Oualification and Tem\fre'of Office of Members of Council.
1.-(1) A person shall not be a member of the Council unless he js 2 -
citizen of Nigeria and is registered as amember of the broadcasting profession.
(2) Subject to section 2-(2) of this Act, the Chairman and Vice -
Chairman shay hold office for a perioci not exceeding two years beginning
from the date of the election., The Chainnaﬂshaﬂ not be subsequently eligible
for re-election as Chairman. The Viee -Chairman shall be eligible for re-
election as Vice-Chairman for one term of t\;vo terms ot as Chairman of the
Council after the expiration of his Jointterm with an out-going Chairman
(3) The first or inaugural Chairman of the Council shall be a transition
Chairman who shall be appointed on the recommendations of the Broadcasting
Organizations of Nigeria (BON). He shall serve for a period of six (6) months
only from the date of his appointiment. He shall steer the Council, prepare for
and conduct elections into the Council and handover to an elected Chairman
and Vice-Chairman of the Council at the expiration ofthe period of six months.
(4) A person who has ceased to be a chairman of the Council shali be
eligible to become a member of the Councii but shall not vie or seek election to
be Chairman ofthe Council.
(5) Subject tc‘ fhe provisions of this pa;régraphj a member of the
Council shall hold ofﬁcé_ for a period of ﬁwo years beginning from the date of

his election.
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(6) Any member ofthe Council may resign his membership.

(7) Where a member of the ©  ncil ceases to hold office for any
reason before the date when his term of office would have expired, the
Council shall, as soon as the case may be, elect a new person to ill the
vacanq‘/ for the residue of the term. .

Proceedings of the Council

2.-{1} Subject ic the provisions of this Act, the Councii may make
standing orders regulating the proceedings of the Council or of any
committee thereof.

(2) The quorum of the Council shall be thirteen persons and the
quorum of any committee of the Council shall be as determined by the
Councﬂj

(3} At any time while the office of the Chairman is vacant or the
Chairman is in the opinion of the Council temporarily or permanently
unable to perform the functions of his office, the vice-Chairman shall
perform those functions and references in this Schedule to the Chairman
shal! be construed accordingly.

3.-(1) Subject to the provisions of any applicable standing orders,
the Council shall meet at least thrice in a year or whenever summoned by the
Chairman and if the Chairman is required so to do by notice given to him by
nof less than ten other mem“b_grs, he shall summon a meeting of the Council
to be held within twenty ong days from the date on which the notice is given,

{2) At any meeting of the Council, the Chairman or in his absence,
the Vice-Chairman shall preside, but if both are absent the members present
ﬁt the meeting shall appcint one of them to preside at the meeting,

(3) Where the Council wishes to obtain the advice of any person on
a particylar matter, the Council may co-opt hlm az amember for such period
as it thinks fit, but a person who is a member by virtue of this sub-paragraph
sﬁaﬂ not be entitled to vote at any meeting of the Council and shall not count

iowards & quoram.
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1 Commiittees ’
2 4.-(1) The Council may appdint one or more committees o carry out,
3 on behaifofthe Council, any of its function as the Council may determine.
4 (2) A committee appointed under this paragraph shall consist of the
5 number of persons determined by the Council and not more than one third of
6 thosepersons may be persons who are not members of the Council. |
7 ~ (3)Aperson other than a member of the Council shall hold office on a
§  committee inaccordance with the term of the letter by which he is appointed.
9 {4) A decision of a committee of the Council shall be of no effect until
10 itisconfirmed by the Council.
‘1 1 Miscellaneous
12 5.-(1) The fixing of the seal of the Council shall be authenticated by
13 thesignature of the chairman or of some oth.er member authorised geilerally or
14 specially by the Council to act for that purpose. ‘ S |
15, (2) Any contract or instrument which, if made or executed by a person
16 not being a body corporate, would not be required to be under seal but may be
17 made or executed on behalf of the Council by any person generally or specially,
18  authorised by the Council for that purpose.
19 SECOND SCHEDULE
20 SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE DISCIPLINARY
21 COMMITTEE AND THE INVESTIGATION PANEL
22 The Disciplinary Committee
23 (1) The Council shall make rules for the procedure to be foliowed and
24 therules of evidence governing criminal and civil proceedings and other rules
25 of natural justice application in Nigeria to be ebserved in procesdings before
26  the Disciplinary Committes. i
27 {2) The rules shall in particular i)rovide—
28 {(a) That notice of proceedihgs shall be given at such time, and in such
29  manner as may be specified by the rules, to the person who is the subject of the
30 proceedings;
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17
18
19
20
21
2
23
2%
25
26
27
28
29.
30

(b) For determining who, in addition to the person aforesaid; shall _

“beaparty to the proceedings;

() For securing that any party to the proceedings shall, if he so -
requires, be entitled to be heard by the Disciplinary Commitice;

(d) For enabling any party to the proceedings o be fepi’esented bya N

lega! practitioner subject to the provisions of this Act, as‘ to the costs of
proceedings before the DlsCIpimary Commlttee |

{e) For requiring in a case where itis alleged that the person who is
the subject of the proceedings is guﬂty of infamous conduct in any
professional te pect, that where the Disciplinary Committef;;ifesolves that
the allegation k.13 not been proved, it shall record a finding that the person is
not guilty of such conduct in respect of the matfer to which the allegation
relates: |

(f) For publishing in the Federal Gazette the notice of any directinﬁ

of the Disciplinary Committee which had taken effect, providing that a

* person'sname shall be struck off from the register;

(g} For the purpose of advising the Disciplinary Committee on
questions of law arising in proceedings before.‘it, there shall in such
proceedings be an assessor to the Disciﬁlinary Committeé who shall be
appointed by the Council and shall be a legal practitioner of not tess than ten
year's standing at the Nigeria Bar; - ‘

{(It) That where.an assessor advisé‘é"the Disciplinary Committee on
any question of law as to eviden;:e, procedure or any other matter sp-ecified
by the qules, he shall do so in the presence of every party or perscn
representmg a party to the proceedings who appears or, if the advice is
tendered whﬂ.e ihe Dismplmary Committee is deliberaiing in private, that
every such party or person as aforesaid shall be informed as to what adv1ce
the assessor has tendered;

(i) That every party or person as aforesaid shall be informed in any .

case the Disciplinary Committee does not accept that advice of the assessor
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onsuch a,qlrlestion as aforesaid;
() An assessor may be appointed under this paragraph either
generally or fqr any particular proceedings or class of proceedings, and shal}

hoid and Vacafe office in accordance with the terms of the instrument by which

" heisappointed.

The Investigation Panel
(3) The quorum of the Investi gation Panel shali be three.
(4) The Investigation Panel may, at any of its meetings attended by not
less than five members of the Investi gation Panel, make standing order with )

respect to the Investigation Panel and subject to the provisions of any such

‘ standmc orders, the Investigation Panel may regulate its own pmcedure

(5) No member of the Investlgatlon Panel shall sit as a member of the
Dlsmplmary Committee.
Miscelianeous
(A persorn'caasing fo be member of the Disciplinary éommittee or
Investigation Panel shal] Ee eligible for re-appoiniment as a member of that
body.
(2) The Disciplinary Committec and the Investigation Panei may act

not w1thstandmg any vacancy in the membership of any of the said bodies and

 the proceedings of any such bodies (or subject to paragraph 1 of this Schedule)

or by reason of the fact that any person who was not eniitled to do so took part in

" the proccedmgs of any of such bodxes

(3) The Disciplinary Committee and the Investigation Pane} may each
sitin two or more places.

{4) Any document authorised or required by virtue of this Act to be
served on the Disciplinary Committee and the Investigation Panel shall be
served on the Regisirar, '

'6)] Anf/ expenses of the Disciplinary Committee and the
Investigation Pane] shall be defrayed by the Council.
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SOCIETY OF NIGERIA BROADCASTERS ACT "
DiSCIPLINARY COMMITTEE (PROCEDURE) RuLES, 2020.
ARRANGEMENT OF RULES
Rules:

. Reference of case to Committee.

[

. Parties and appearance.

. Noticeof Hea.ring and service.
. Witnessesand évidence,

. Am ndment of (-:harges.
Pro-vedingsto be in public.

- Adjournment of hearing,

. False evidence.

=R B Y S

. Findings and costs. .
- 10. Publication of Committee's findings.
1. Records of proceedings.
12. Powerto dispense with certain requiremens.
13. Interpretation.
14, Citation. )
UNDER PARAGRAPH 1, SECOND SCHEDULR
| COMMENCEMENT. ]

Reference of case of Commitice

1. Inany case where in pursuance of the provisions of this Act the _

Panel is of the opinion that a prima facic case is made against any
Broadcaster, the Panel shall prepare a report of the case and formulate any
appropriate charge or charges and forward them to the Council together with

-

all the documents considered by the Panel.\ -
Parties and appearance

2.-(1) The parties to proceedings Befdre the Committee shall be-

{a) The Comiplainant;

(E) The respondent;
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- {c) Any other person required by the Committee to be joined or joined
by leave ofthe.Cemmittee, ‘

(2} Any party to the procesdings may appear in person or be
represented by a legal practitioner, sd however that he Committee may ordera
party to the proccedings to appear in person if it is of the opinion that it is
necessary in the inferest of justice that the presence of that party be required.
This is without prejudice to his right to counsel.

Notice of hearing and service _

3.~(1) On the direction of the Chairman, the Sectetary of the Panel
shal’l fixa date_f;)r the hearing of any complaiﬁt and shall thereafter cause to be
served on each party to the proceedings notice of such proceeding in the form
set out in the Schedule to these rules.

(2) The secretary shall serve on each pariy, other than the
complainant, copies of the report and all the charges prepared by the Panel and
all documents considered by the Panel, |

(3) It shall be sufficient compliance with this rule if any process
required to be served is handed fo the party concerned or sffected personally or
issent by registered pﬁst to the known place ofresidence orabode of the party.

{(4) Any party to the proceedings before the Committee who fails to
appear or be represented, or who has previously appeared before the
Committee but subsequently fails to appear or be represented, may apply
within 30 days after the date ‘when the pronouncement of the findings and
direct_ions of the Committee were given for are-hearing on the grounds of want
of notff;e o- other good and sufficient reason; and the Committee may, in
approgpriate cuses, graﬁt the application upon such terms as to costs or
otherwiseas it thinis . \

Witnesses and evidence

4. The Commiites may in the course of its proceedings hear such

witnesses and receive such documentary evidence as may in its opinion assist

in ascartaining the truth or otherwise of the charge or charges referred to it by
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the Panelin ar'cordance with the provisions. of the EvndenceAct

Amendimens of charge.s

5. If in the course of the proceedings it appears to the Connmttee

that the charge or charges referred to it by the Panel requ}re tobe amendedin

' any respect, the Committee may permit such amendment as it may deem _ﬁt.

Proceedmgs to be in public

. 6, The proceedmgs of the Committee shallbe thd andits ﬁndmgs :

and direction shalt be pronounced, in public. .
Adjournment of hearing

7. The Committee may, of its own motion; or upon_appifzation of

any party, adjourn the hearing on such term asto costfs or Othcrvrise as the -

Committee may deem fit.

False evidence

8. If.any person willfolly gives false evidence on oath before the

Commitiee during the course of any proceedings, or willfully makes a false

statement in any affidavit sworn for the ptoposc of any such proceediﬁgs, the

Committee may refer the matter to the Attorney-General of the Federation - h

for any action he may consider fit.

Findings and cost

9 If after the hearing, the Comm:ttee mits ﬁndmgs ﬁnds thatthe

charge of professional misconduct has not beer_l proved the Comrmttee-
' (a) Shall record a finding that the respondent is not guﬂty of such

conduct in respect of the matters to which the charge refates;

(tg; May, nevertheless, order any party (except the complainant) to '

pay the costs ofthe proceedmgs ift having regard tohis conduct andto all the

cycumstances of the case, the Committee thinks fit soto order
Publication of Committee's findings
10. Subject to the provisions of this Act relating to appeals, any
direction given by the Committoe shall be published in the Federal Gazette

as soon as the direction takes effect,
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1 ' Records of proceedings
2 11.-(1} Notes of the proceedings may be taken by a person. appomted '
3 . by the Committee and any party who appeared at the proceedmgs shall be
4 entitled to inspect therecord thereof, _
s (23 The Secretary shall supply toany person entltled to b heard upon
6 an appeal agamst the direction of the Commsttee and to the Councd but tono
7 other persons, a copy of such notes on paymem: of such charges as may be
8  determinedbythe Secretaxy '
9 (3) The Chairman shall in pre51dmg overa proceedmg take a note of
10 the proceedings and, accordmgly, the prowsnons of these rules as to inspection
11 and supp]ymg of copies shall apply to such notetaken,
12 Power to dispense wtth certain reqmremem‘s '
13 12. The Committee may daspensc thh any requlrement of these rules
14 reslaectmg notlees affi dav:ts documents sefvice or tnne in any c¢ase where it
15° " appears to the Gomm:ttee to be just and equitable and the Committee may in
. 16  anyappropriate case extend the time to do anything under these mfes,
j 17 - Interpifgtafion | 7
i8 13. Intheserules, unless the context otherwise admits-
19 "Chairhan" means the chairman of the Broadcasting Practitioners
26 Disciplinary Committee; '
21 "Complainant" means the Broadcasting Practitioners Investigation Pane! or
22 any member thereof:
23 "Respondent means the person required to answer any charge of professional
24 misconduct:
25 "Secretary" means a persen appointed td act in that behalf for the Disciplinary
26  Commities,
27 Citation
28 14. These rules may be cited as the Broadeasting Practitioners
29 (Disciplinary Committee) Rules, 2020,
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SCHEDULE
7 FORM 01
Notice of Hearing by the broadcasting Practitioners Disciplinary Committee
- Inthe matter of the Broadcasting PractitionersAct _
And . ' S ’
Inthematter ofA.B.a regfstered Broadcaster ,
TAKE NOTICE that the report and charges brepa;ed. by the Broadcast.ing Practitioners investigation

Panel in the above matter are fixed for hearing by the Broadcasting Practitioners Disciplinary
Committee at ' o
Copies of: .

{a) Therepori; - )

(b} The charges; and A N

(L) ettt e e st oo s £ o ee e e e e oao ATE ANNEXEd heTeto,

TDATEDE .....covvvcvescvmssnsresns s 88Y OF oo | .

Secretary to the Commiittee

| HXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM '
* This Bill seeks for Society, of Nigeria Broadcasters Act to regulate the profession and practice of
| broadcaﬁting in Nigeria, set the required minimum academic qualification and ethical standard for

broacicasters;brbadcast Journalist or broadcasting practitioners.
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