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ARILL
'FOR

. ANACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE PROCEDURE AND CEREMONY FOR TRANSITION

. AND ASSUMPTIDN OF THE OFFECE OF THE PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENT

BY THE PR_ESIDENT—ELECT AND VICE-PRESIDENT-ELECT AND TO
FACILITATE THE HANDOVER FROCESS BY THE OUTGOING PRESIBENT AND
VICE-PRLSIDENT OT THE FEDERAL R.EPUBLIC OF NIGERIA AND FOR
RELATED mTjERS _
. . ‘Spqhsored &y Hon Kpam Sokpo
- B | [ ]
ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria: .
PARTI - ESTAﬁLISHMEhW OF THE TRANSITION AND ASSUMPTION
' OF OFFICE COMMITTEE _ _
1.-{1) Thereis established the Transit?on and Assurmnption of Office
Committee (in this Bill referred to as "the Committee™.
(2)The Committee shall be adhoc and consist of;
{2) the Secretary to the Government of the Federation who shall be
fhe Chairman; | '
(b} the Attorey-General ofthe Federation, '
() the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Intema‘iAﬂ‘aHs
{d)the Pennanent Secretary ofthe Mlmstry of F 0re1gmAﬁa1rs
(c)the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Information:
() the ChiefofDefence Staffs . -
(g) ‘the National Security Adviser;
(h) the Inspector-General of Police;
{i} the Chiefof Staff'to the President: )
(i) the Deputy Clerk to the ﬁationalA’ssemblSr;
(k) the ChiefRegistrar of the Supreme Court;
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(I} six persons nominated by the President-elect representmg the six
geo-political zones of Nigeria:-and .
{m) the Coordinator appointed under section 7 (2) of this Bill,

(3) The Chairman of the Committee shali convene the meetings of the
Committee as prescribed under this Bill.-

(4} The Permanent Secretary, Office of the Secretary to the
Government of the Federation shall be Secretary to the Commlttee

(5) Avacancy in the membership of the Committee shaII not affect the
decisions ofthe Committee.

(6) The quorum for the conduct of the busin'essl at a meeting of the
Committee shall be two-thirds of all the members ofthe Committee.

2. The Committee shall:

(a) facilitate the handover process by the outgoing President and

Vice-Presig_;_I_ent to the President-elect and Vice- President-elect;

(b) organise for the security of the President-elect and Vice- -

Presideni-elect;
(c) organise for the necesséry facilities and personnel for the

President-electand Vice-President-elect;

(d) coordinate the briefings of the President-clect and Vice-

President-elect by relevant public officers;

(e) facilitate communication and information between the outgoing
Presidentand Vice-President and the President- electand Vice-President-elect,

3. The Committee shail; - |

(@) apply the funds provided in this Billto achieve its objectives s

(b) prepare a budget setting out the proposed cxpenditure for the
transition and assumption of office of the President- elect and Vice-President-
elect; _ |

(c)senda coi)y ofits budeet tothe President;

(d) send a copy of its budget io the Senate and House of

Representatives of the National Aésembly;
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4.-(1) The Committee may constitute sub-committees to facilitate
the achievement of its functions under this Bill,

(2) The Committee may ¢¢ { into the membership of a sub-
committee constituted under subsection (1), persons whose knowledge and
expertise are considered necessary for the functions of the Commiittee. .

5.-(1) Subject to the pmvisiohs of this Bill, the Committee may
determine its own procedure.

(2) The six Committee memi;ers nominated by the President-elect
under section I (2) (I) may cause the Chairman to call for a meeling to
consider important matters of an urgent nature regarding the transition and
assumptien of office by the President- elect and Vice-President-clect, .

6. The Comimittee shgll act in accordance with the Constitstion of
the Federal Republic. of Nigeria, 1999 in the performance of its functions
and exercise ofits powers to achieve its objects under this Bill.

7.-(1) There is established a Presidential Estates Unit (in this Bili
referred to as "the Unit").

{2) The Unit shall be headed by a Coordinator appointed by the
President in consultation with the Council of State.
| (3) The Coordinator shall be on the same terms and conditions of
service as a Justice of the Cowrt of Appeal.

(4) The Coordinator shall make recommendations to the President

in accordance with the Constitution, the Public Procurement Act and the

_Fiscal Responsibility Act for the purpose of the transition from ons

administration to the next administratior.

. (5) The Unit shall be responsible for the procurement of any asset
or property of Government which are not vested in the Gex}emor ofa State as
provided by the Land Use Act.

8.-(1) There is established the Transition and Assumption of Office
Fund for the administration of the Committee into which shall be paid such

sums as shall be appropriated by the National Assembly for the purpose of
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transition and’é‘ssumpﬁon ofoffice ina Presidential election year,

o

2 (2) The President shall apply the funds appropriated by the National _
3 Assemblyto: _
4 (@) the cost of estal:c}ishmg and. maintajning the office of the
5 .. -Coordinator appointed under this Bi_il; .
6 {b) pay allowances and other benefits of the members of the
7 Commitiee; . |
8 - (c) pay the emolument and entltlement of the Coordinator and other
9 members of staff of the Presidential Estates Unit established in this Bill;
10 {d) publicise the activities of the Committee; and
i1 (¢) undertake any other activity in connection with aIl or any of the
12 “uncnons ofthe Committee. ' 7
13 PARTIT - ASSUMPTION OFFICE BY THE PRESIDENT-ELECT AND
14 T VICE-PRESIDENT-ELECT ,
Security details 15 9. Upon the declaration of the final results of a Presidential election by
16  the Independent National Election Commission, ‘the Committee shall ensure
17 that the Premdeut—elect and V1ce-Pr651dent-elect are provided adequate
I8  security. _
Security briefing 19 & ' 10. The Committee shall ensure that the President-elect and Vice-
2Q  President-elect receives secunty bneﬁngs from the relevant national security
21 agencies
Provision of 22 11, ( 1) The President-elect and Vice-President-elect shall, in

required information

by public officers )3 consultatlon with the Committee, carry out such preparations as  may be

24 necessary forthe purpose of assuming office.

éS (2) The President—elect may, in canying out'"preparations under
26 subsection {1}, request in writing for such information from a public afﬁcer as
27 thePresident-elect may consider necessary

28 {3) A public officer from whom information is requested under
29 - subsection (2) shail prowde the mfonnatlon w1thm a reasonable time.

30 {4) A public officer who fallS to comply with the provisions of this .
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~ section commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine of at least

N2,000,000 orto imprisonment_for aterm ofat least two years, or to both.
PART Il - THE SWEARING-IN CEREMONY :
12. The Inspector-General of Police and the Chief of Defence Staff
shall ensure the provision of adequate security during the conduct of the
swearing-in ceremony.
13.-(1) The swearing-in of the President-elect and Vice-President-
elect shall be conducted in a public ceremony held in the (;apital city, Abuja
inaccordance with the Constitution.

_{(2) Th» Committec shall publish, by notice in the Federal

Government Ga. wite, the date and venue for the conduct of the searing-in_

CETEINONy.
(3) The day on which the President-elect and Vice-President-elect
is swém—in shall be a publicholiday. 7
14.-(1) The President-clect and Vice-President-elect shall, during

the searing-in ceremony take and subscribe to the oaths of office and

allegiance as prescribed by the Constitution.

(2) The oath under subsection (1) shall be administered to the
Presideni-elect and Vice-President-elect by the Chief Justice of Nigeria not
carlier than 10.00ani andmnot later than 2.00pm.

(3) Where the Chief Justice of Nigeria is absent, the oath under
subsection (1) shall be administered by the most senior Justice of the
Supreme Court.

{(4) Upon takjné and subscribing to the cath under subsection {1},

the President shall sign a certificate of inauguration in the presence of the

Chief Justice of Nigeria or in his absence, the most senior Justice of the _

Supreme Court,
15.-(1y The Office of the President shall prepare a set of
comprehensive handover notes covering the term of office of the President

as provider under section 135 of the Constitution.
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2y The notes prepared under subsection ( 1) shall inchude:

(a) the handover notes received by the President, Vice- President and

. Ministers on assuming office; and

(b) notes on the activities of: - . .

(i) the Ofﬁce of the President and the Office of the Vice—PreSLdent, and
of the agencies under the Presidency, and

(11) the mmlstrxes departments and agencies.
have taken place durmg the tenure of office and the pmjections of development
fotake place before the end of the full tenure. |
- (4) The orlgmal and five other copies of the handover notes shall be
presented to the Coordinator appomted under section 7 (2) nof later than 30
days before the date of the pre51dent1al election.

(5) The handover notes shall, in addition, be in electronic form.

(6) The Coordmator shall make available to the President-elect the

-original copies of the handovernotes.

(7) The Coordinator shall retain one copy of the handover notes and
send one copy respectively to:

{a)the National Assembly;

{b) the Chief Justice of Nigeria;

(©) the Councilof Siate;

(d) the Federal Ministry of Information for public records and

archlves

16.-(1) Upon signing the cestificate of inauguration, the outgoing

President shall hand over to the President, the following instruments of power

and authonty
(a)a sword; and
(b} the Constitution,

(2) The nrov1s1ons of this section shall not apply where the incambent

is re-elected Inteoffice.
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17.  The President shall, afier the sﬁemmgrm of the Vice-
President-elect, give an inayguration speechtothenation. P

18. Subject to section 4 (6) and (7) of the Coﬁstitution the House
ofAssembly ofa State shall make law for transiti onand assumptlon of office
ofthe Governor-elect and Deputy Governor-elect. '

19.-(1) Subject to sections 147 and 302 of the Conétimtion' the
President shall on assumption of office, appoint Ministers within 30 days

from the date he took the oath ofoffice.

L]

Inanguration
speech

Power of a State
House of Assembly
to make law

Appointment of
Ministers

(2) T.2 President shall, constitute Aand' appoint ali Boards of ‘

Government agencies and parastatal that are due for constitution and _

appointment within two months from the date ofhis assumption of office.

(3) Where the President fails to comply with the provisions of this
section without any justiﬁable reason, he shall be guilty of a misconduct as
provided under section 143 (2) (b) of the Constitution. ’ ;

PART IV - MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

'20. The functioning of the Government before and during the
transition and assumption of office by the President-elect and Vice-
President-elect shall be subject to the Cdns_titutional provisions regarding
transition and succession of institutions offices, assets aﬁd liabilities.

21.-(1) The Committee shall within one month from the date of the
searing-in of the Pre31dent—elect and Vice-President-elect, cause to be

prepared a report on the affairs of the Committce.

{2) The Committee shall submit to the National Assembly the

report prepared under subsection (1). _

(3) The report shall contain, in respect to the assumption of office
by the President- elect and V1ce-Pre51dent—elect under this Bill:

(a)the ﬁnanaal statements of the Commlttee ‘

{b) a description of the activities of the Cbmmittee;

(cj such other statistical information as the Committee considers

appropriate relating to its mandate; and

Transition and
succession

Report of the
Comiittee
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i (d) any other information relating to its functions that the Committee
2 considersnecessary. ‘ .
3 (4) The Committee shiall publish the report in the Federal Government
4 Gazette and in such other manner as the Commitiee may defermine.
f&iﬁ?&z‘;ﬂf 3 22.(1) The Committee shall publish and publicise ail important
records 6  information within its mandate affecting the nation. _
7 (2) A request for information in the public interest by acitizen:
8 (a) shall be addressed to the Chairman or such other person as the
-9 Committee may for that purpose designate:
i0 (b) may be subject to the payment of a reasonable fee in instances
11 where the Committee incurs expenses in providing the information; and
12 (c)may be subjectto coﬁﬁdentialit;}‘faquirements ofthe Committee,
13 “(3) Subject to section 39 of the Constitution, the Commlttee may
14 declineto give information to an applicant where-
15 (a) the disclosure of such information is undesirable in the public
16  inieres _
i7 (b) the information requested is at a deliberative stage by the
18 Committee; and
19 () failure of payment of the prescribed fee; or
20 “(d) failure of the applicant to satisfy confidentiality requirements by
21 the Committee.
22 (4) The right of access to information under section 39 of the
23 Constitution shall be limited to the nature and extent specified under that
- 24 section.
- 25 {5) Lvery member and staff assigned to the Committee shall sign a
26 confidentiality underiaking. l
Regulations - 27 23. The Committee shall in consultation with the Coordinator make
28  regulations for the achievements of the Commitiee as provided under this Bill.
gef::lﬂg:: and 29 24. A person who violates any provision of this Bill commits an
30 offence and s liable on conviction to a fine of at least N2,000,000 or to atermof
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imprisonment of at least two years, or both,

25. The Coordinator shali:

(a) prepare a national register covering all the public lands and any
other lands vested in the President by the Constitution or any other law and
of all other official assets;

(b) conduct a stock-taking exercise in the presence of the
Permanent Secretary of the State House, of the official assets in the official
residence and in the personal or private residence of the President, Vice-
President and of each of the Ministers, 30 days:

(i) before the President-elect assumes office, and

(ii) before the incumbent President leaves office.

(2) Subsection (1) applies to other persons who by virtue of public

office are supplied with official assets.

(3) The Coordinator may conduct any other stock-taking exercise
to ensure accountability and transparency.

fﬁn The incumbent President and Vice-President shall vacate the
official residence before the day of the swearing-in of the President-elect
and Vice-President-elect.

27. Inthis Bill:
"Constitofion" means the Constitution of the Federal Repubtlic of Nigeria,
1999 Cap. C23, laws of tha’a Federation of Nigeria, 2004;
"President” includes the Vice-President; and _
"President-elect” includes the Vice-President-elect.

28. This Bill may be cited as the Transition and Assumption of
OfficeBill, 2020,
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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM ,
Thris Bill seeks to provide for the procedure and ce}erﬁony for transition and
assumiption of the Office of the President, and Vice-President-elect by the
President-elect and Vige- -President-elect and to facilitate the handover process
by the outgoing President and Vice- President of the Federal Republlc of
Nigeria, . '



