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ABILL
FOR

.AN AcTTo AMLND He FIREARMB ACT CAP 28, LAWSF T ITL FFD[ RAT 1 ON

" OF NIGLRIA 2004 To PR()VlD]« FoRr INCREAbi Or FINE AND Psaovmr_ I OR. )

DFS'I RUCTION OF TIRLARMS ILLE’(JALLY IMPORTED INTO THE CQUNTRY

. OR IN Poss; sSIoN OF lNDIVlDUALS WITHOUT VALID LICENCF AND FOR

' OTH]’ iR MATTERS CONNECTFD THEREWIT H

Spom ored by Senator Gbolahcm Dada
! ]
ENACT[ID by the Nat10na1 Assembly of fhe Federal Repubhc of
ngerla 7
1. - ‘The provis'i-ons of Firearms Act 2004 (in this Act referfed to as

“the PrmmpalAct”) are amended as set out in this Blil

2. The punishment section in Section 27 (N {c)(v)of the Prmmpal_
. Act is amendcd toreadas follows:
foa f' ine of one. hundred thousand nairda or mzpmsonmem for afterm

" of twoyears or to bothsuchfi  fine cmd impr tsonmem

3 A new Sectlon 39 1s hueby piovrded for the Pnnmpal Act'to

. re.;-;id as follows:

“Power to seize and destroy confiscated and illegal firearms":

7 (Y1t shall be iawflll for any officer of the N'igerian Armed Forces,
'ngerla Police Force, N:geuan Customs Service, ng,e,na Security and le '
’ Defence Corps and ofﬁcers of any other law enforcerient ag,ency to.seize
: 'zmd conﬁscate any ilficit and 1115;9211 ﬁrearms 1mported into. the countly‘

w11hout any valid unport documents or firearms in posscssmn of any

mdmdual wnhout any vahd licence,

(2) Upon the smzure of such ﬁreanm menlmnecl in sub sccnon M.

above the agency or organisation rcsponstble for Lhe seizure shall make

1rrangements for physwai destruction of the firearms in quest:on ata piace
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cmd location accessible to, members of the public in order to bunld pubhc

~confiderce in overall eifons to eradicate illegal ﬁrearms and pr evént Jllega]

firearms from finding their way back into the society.

3T hé head of the agency or organisation responsible for the seizure
shall create a place for safe custody of the firearms in question and designate an
officer (record keeper) who shall record the details of the firearms in question
111 a ddf’lbds&‘, containing the fol!owmg information namely tmke model,
caliber, serial number, country of manuFfu,ture couutry of import, date of
destruction and location of destruction. 7

{4) The agency or organisation responsible for the seizure shall ensure
the presence of media coverage and independent observers at the firearms '
destruction ceremony and ensure compliance with international best practice
on destruction of weapons most espec1ally Intematlonal Small Arms Control
Standards (ISACS) developed by United Nations Ccordmatmg Action on
SmallArms (CASA).

(5) The firearms destruction ceremony mentioned in this section shall
be conducted by the agency responsible for the seizure within a maximum

period of seven (7) after seizure except there is a valid court erder preventing

':desmlctionofsiwhﬁi*eannsi L

{6) The firearms subject to seizure and destmctioh'in this Act includes
small arms and light weapons relinquished during Amnesty programme or
forming part of weapons collection programme or reéovered in crime or .
identified as surplus requirements of the Armed Forces.

4. Anew Sectlon 401s hereby prov1dcd forthe Pr lnmpal Actto read as

foliows

“Ojfences "

(1) Any person who tampers with the firearms seized or confiscated
pursuant to Section 39 of this Act is guilty of an offence and liable on
conviction to a minimum sentence of ten years. |

(2) Any pe;Sqn who assist, encourage and o collude with the record
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]:‘.XPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

 This Bill scc,ks to amend the Firearms Act, Cap 28, Laws of the Federation

of Nigeria2004 to increase the fine imposed in Section 27 (1) (¢) (i)-(v) from
a fine of one thousand naita) to (one hundred thousand naira) and to provide

for destruction of firearms illegally imported into the country or in

- possession of individuals without valid ficence in order to build, public
‘ cahfi-d_erice in overall effg_ﬁrt_s to eradicate 'iHe'ga] fircarms and p,revcht illegal

ﬁréarms from ftinding their way back into the sociéty and also to generate -

revenue for the Federal Government from recyclmg and reusmg, waste

materlals such asmetal, wood and piastic derwed from destroyed ﬁrearms
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1 keeper or any person in charge of the firearms to steal, remove or deal with
2 the firearms in question is guilty of'an offence and liable on convmtmn foa
: 3 minimum sentence often years.
4 5. Anew Section 41 is hareby plowded for the Prmmpal Ant to
5 7 readas follows: ' a
6 “Recycling andveusing waste materials firom destroyed firearins ™
7 (1) The Minister in charge of Defence shall develop a policy for
g recycling and reusing waste materials such as metal, wood and plastic
9 derived from destruction of firearms seized pursuant to the provision of this
10 Act in order to genel ate revenue and pr oduce objccis with practical artistic
' 'lll and symbohc value.
12 (2) The revenue generated through recycling and reusing wastc
13 materials from destruction of seized firearms shall be paid into the
14 Consolidated Revenue Account of the Federation. |
6. lThis Bill may be cited as Firearms (Amendment) Bili, 2017. Citation







