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ABILL

FOR

AN Act To PROVIDE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF FEDERAL CO-

OPERATIVE CO_LLEGES AND MATTERS CONNECTED THEREWITH
Sponsored by Senator lke Ekweremadu |
S S

BE IT ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal
Republic of Nigeriaas follows: | | '

1.-(1) There sha'li be established in the six geo-political zones ofthe
country, such number of federal ‘Co—operative CQﬁeges {in this Act referred
to as "the Coilege';) as the Ministry méy, v.;fith the appréva‘: of the President,
determine from time to fime. | '

(2) Each College shall be a body corporéte with perpetual
succession and acommon seal and may sue or be sued in its corporate name.

{3} The C{)Hege has power to hold and dispose of property whether
moveableor immovable. |

2.-{1) There is established for each Coﬂége, a VGoveming Council
(in this Actreferred toas "the Counci}"} which shall comprise:

{a) a Chairman who is a distinguished Co—ope.ratives Manager or
educator of at least fifteen years e@erieﬁce; |

{b) the Federal D irector of Co-operatives or his representative;

{(c)z representatwe of each ofthe followmg

{i) the Mmlstry charged wn'h responsib}htv for Co—operatfve
matters in the State in which the Collegeis located,

{ii) the Co—operatxve Federatmn of Nigeria Ltmxted

(ni) theN1ger1a Labour Congress -

{iv)the Federal Minisoy ongnculture &, Rural Development, and _

{v)theF ederai Mlmstry of Commerce |

{d} two other persons 1o be- appomted by the Presxdent on th"e
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recommendation of the Ministry of Agriculture & Rural Development; and

* {e) the Provost of the College who shall also séréfg as Secretary to the

.Counéil.

(2) Amember of the Council, other than an ex-officio member shall be
appointed by the President on such terms and conditions as may be specified in

his letters of appointment,

(3) A member of the Council, other than an ex-officio shall hold office

' for a term of four years from the date ofhis appointment and may be eligible for .

re-appointment for a further term of four years and nomore.
{4) The provisions of the Schedule tothis Act have effect in relation to

the matters contained in the Schedule.

3.-(1} There shall be for each College an Academic Board (inthis Act

referred to as "the Board") wﬁich shall consist of*

(a) the Provost of the College who shall be the Chairman of the Board;
{b) the Deputy Provost;

{c)all Héads of the academic departments of the College;

(d) the College Librarian; and |

(e)the Registrar who shali be the .Secretary to the Board:

t2) A member of the Board shall hold office fora period of two years

N ‘i the first instance and is eligible for re-appointment for a further termoftwo

years and nomore.

(3) The Board shall meet at least once every semester or any time and
attherequest of’ the‘Provost orany three members.

(4) The quorﬁm for ameeﬁng of the Board shall be a simple majority
ofitsmembers. | |
' 4. The functions éfthe Board are fo:

(a) sﬁpervise the training of candidates for tﬁe College;

. . (b) consider and approve courses and syllabuses of study for the

College;

N
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* (c) award or recommend to the Council the award of certificates

and distinctions:

(d) make arrangements for students to obtain practical experiences

of co-operative related matters;

(¢) make regulations for the conduct of examinations of the

- College;

() appoinf exarhiners for fhe examinations ofthe College;
(g} appoini from its members or otherwise:

(i} examining boards,

(i1} boards of studies, or

(iiij committees, as may be deemed expedient and delegate to any

-suchboard or committee any of the functions of the Board;"

(h} consider matters. relating to the prdfessional and academic
work ofthe College;

(i) deal with matters referred to the Board by the Council; and

(§) furnish the Council with reports of the proceedings of the Board.

5. There shéll be appointed for each College by the President, on
the reconimendatio'n of the Council, a Provost who shall be a person ‘with
wide experience in matters with which the Coliege is concerned and shall be
appointéd in accordance with the regulations and conditions of serﬁce
approved by the Council.

6. The Provestofthe College shall:

- {a) be charged with the day o day management of the affairs of the
College in accordance with such msu'uctmns as may, from time to time, be
gwen to the Provost by the Council;

(b) ‘prepare annual estimates of the finances requiréd by the

Coiiege for submission to the Council through the Board;

(c) pr epare annual repons onthe admm] strative pmgrammes of the

I Col]ege at any trme as the Councﬂ may request for S‘lemISSIOH io the

appropnate authori ity; and
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ﬁm‘d;

- (d) cairy out such other funcﬁbn as may be assigned to him by the
Board or Council. .

7.-(1) There shall be a Committee of Provosts of Federal Co-

operative Colleges (in thisAct referred to as the "Committec of Provosts").

{2) The Chairmanship of the Committee of Provosts shall be rotated annually

amongst the Provosts ofthe Colleges.
8. The Committee of Provosts shall:

{a) co-ordinate the standard in the operation of the Colleges; and

(b} formulate and process a unified standard in the operation of the -

Colleges: 7
l 5. The Coﬁncii rﬁay appoint such other staff for the College as it may
deein necessary for the proper discharge of its functions under this Acton Such
remuneration and allowances as are applicable to officers of equivalent grades
i similar institutions.

10.-(1) The College shall establish and maintain & fund from which

" shallbe defrayed all expenditure incurred by the Collegé_

(2) There shall be paid into the fund:

(a) such moneys as may be granted to the College by the Federal

_ Government from time to time; and

(b)all other assels as may accrue to the College from time to time,

3) The fund shall be managed in accordance with rules made by the

‘Minister responsible for matters relating to finance, and without prejudice to

the generality of the power to make rules under this sub-section, the rules shalf -

in particular contain provisions:

(a) specifying the manner in which the assets or the fund of:the

Col_lege are to be held _and relating to the@ﬁakirig of payments to and from the

' of the ﬁmd andin such form asmay be specifiedin therules;

(c) for ensurmg that the accounts of the .College are auehted anmual ly'

(b) requiring the keepmg of proper accounts and records for purposes '
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1 - . byan Auditor app_o'inted by the Counicil from the list of Auditors supplied by
g the A:ucfitor-Genéral of the Federation; and : '
3 (d) requiring that copies of tﬁe accounts and the audit report on the
4 account be forwarded to the Council not later than 3 months following the
1 . end ofthe period to which the accounts relate.
6 11. The Coliege shall not borrow moeney or lend money to anybody  Bomowing
7 except with the approval of the Council. . Fower
g 12. The College shall cause 1o be prepared, not later than three Annual Estimates,
9 - months before the end of each year, an estimate of its expenditure and iig?tu fis end
10 income during the next succeeding yéar and cause the estimate to be
=11 submitted for the approvai of the Courtcil.
12 13. Inthis Act, unless the context otherwise requires: Interpretation
13- "Board" means th_e academic board established undgr Section 3 ofthis Act;
id "Cc')llége;‘ means a Colle ze estabii;shéd 'pm"suantto.Section 1 (1) ofthis Act;
15 "Council” means the governing council established for the College under
i6  Section2ofthisAct ' |
17 "Minister” means the Minister- charged with responsibility for matters
18 relating to Co—opefatiifes; 7
“19. . —"Pr_ov_ost";means the Provost of the College appointed pursuant to Section 5
20 offhisAct. |
21 14. This Bill may be cited as the Federal Co-operative Colleges Shon' title
22 Bill,2017. |
SR 'SCHEDULE |
247 v Section 2(4)
.25 ' VSUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE COUNCIL, ETC.
% ERAREEE Proceedings of the College
27 1, Subject to this At and Section 27 of the Inierpretation Act
g '(Wﬁich providEsffér‘d'ecisiéns of a statutory body tobe takén by a majority of
: 59 - i€ members and or the persof présiding at any meeting, when a vote is
30"
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ordersregulating its proceedings or that of any ofits Corﬁmittee.

2. At any meeting of the Councii, the Chajrman shail preside and if ’
the Chairman is absent, the members present may appoint one of their
members to be the Chairman of the nteeting. _

3. The quorum ata meetmg of the Council shall be the Chamnan {or -
in an approprlate case, the person p1 esiding at the meetmg pursuzmt to. B
paragraph 2 of this Schedule) and four other members.

4. Where on a special occasion, the Council desires to obtain the
advice of an expertona particu'!ar matter, the Council may co-opt the expert as
a member for such period as the College may .deem fit; but a person who is a

member by virtue of this subsection shall not be entitled to vote at any meeting

" ofthe Council and shall not count towards a quOTHL.

Committee
5.-(1} The Council may appoint one or more committees to advise it
on the exercise and performance of its functions under this Act or io carry out
on behalf of the College or Council, such fiunctions as the College may -
determine. . . |
o (@A coinmittee appﬂi'nted under this subsection shall consist of the
number of persons determined by the Councit.
(3) A decision of a cominittee of the College or Council shall be of no
effect until it is confirmied by the Council.l .
_ Miscellaneous
6. Thé fixing of the ;seai of the Col]eéé shali be. authenticated by the
signatire of the Chamnan of the Councﬂor the ‘Provost if autlmnsed by the
College for that purpose - ,
7. Any conitract or insf{ument which if er‘iteréﬂ into or e‘xec@iéd bya

persot notbeing abody corporate‘ would riot be‘r'equifed to be made under seal '

_may be entered mto or executed on behalf of the Cﬁi!ege or Couneil by any

. pérsen generally or speciﬁca]!y authonsed inthat beha!f by the Counc:l

8. Any dpcumgnt purpcﬁed to be acontract, mstmment orother document duly
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signed or sealed on behaif of the Coliege shali bc received in evidence and

. shall unless the connmyasprgvedbedeeme:dtobe soexecuted. _
9. . The validity of any proceedings of the Calie_:ge, Councilor any
_ of its commiitees shall not be affectedby:

{a)any vacancy mits membership arfhc absence of any mem
(b)any defect l-n—_the-appomnngnt ofamember;or

~ (c) reason that a person nof enﬁﬂcd i do se took part 1ii the

' proceedmos

10, Any member of the Collége, Councﬂer any of its committees

B wﬁp has a personal iﬂt;:mst in any contract or asrangement entered inio or
- proposed to b%. considered by the Celigge, Cbmﬁciiﬁr commitiee shall
. ‘ji'mmsdiaieiy disclose his iﬁtgresﬁo the Co}}ege.; Councilor the cominittee as A
- the case may be and shel not vote on any @esﬁdn reiaﬁng to the contract or

‘ - amangement. -

‘11 No membemf the Ci)}lege shallbc persana]lyhable fm’any act

of omission s;_lone or made mga_od_ fm_th while engagqi on the business of the

. College.

EXPLANATDRY I\'lEMORANDBM

- This Bill seeks to provide for the establishment of Federal Co—opemiw»
Coli;vesm{bes;x_gco-poi_;ﬁcqlzopesofogem :







