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A BILL
FOR

AN ACT TO AMEND THE AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH COUNCIL OF NIGERIA
AND FOR RELATED MATTERS
Sponsored by Senator Abdullahi Adamu
| ]

BE IT ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria as follows:

1. The Agricultural Research Council of Nigeria Act 1999
(hereinafter referred to as “the principal Act”) is hereby amended as set out
in this Bill.

2. Section 2 of the prin‘éipal Act is amended In subsection (1) by
substituting therefor a new subsection (1) as follows:

“(1) There is hereby established for the Council a governing board
which shall consist of the following members to Be appointed by the
President: |

(a) the Chairman who shall be a person in any of the fields of
agricultural sciences with cognate wide knowledge and experience;

(b) the Permanent Secretary of the Federal Ministry of Agriculture
and Rural Development; "

(c) the Permanent Secretary of the Federal Ministry of Industry,
Trade and Investment;

. (d) the Permanent Secretary of the Federal Ministry of Science and
Technology; | .

(e) the President of the Farmers Association of Nigeria;

() the Chairman of the Agric Business Group of the Manufacturers
Association of Nigeria; |

{g) atechnical expert each with wide knowledge and experience in:

(i) crops;
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(i) livestock;

(iii) fisheries; and

{h) the Executive Sectretary of the Council who shall be the Secretary
to the Council

3.-(1) Section 4 of the principal Act is amended by:

(iy substituting for the heading the following new heading
“Allowances”; and

(ii) substituting for the words “remuneration and allowances” the
words “sitting allowances”,

4. Section 5 of the principal Act is amended by substituting therefora
new section 5 as follows:

- “The functions of the Council shall be to:

(a) advise the Federal Government on national policies and priorities
in agricultural research, training and extension activities;

{b) manage, plan, conduct and promote research, human resource
development and technology generation, assessment and adoption for the
advancement of all aspects of agricult_ure in Nigeria,

(¢) prepare periodic master plans for agricultural research, {raining
and extension and advise the Federal Government on the financial requirement
for the implementation of such plans;

(d) ensure the implementation of the approved master plans by the
appropriate research institutes, universities and other bodies;

(e) participate in the process of the appointment of Directors of
agricultural research institutes established under university statutes, by Vice
Chancellors;

(f) prescribe and give policy direction to the Federal Colleges of
Agriculture on their training and extension activities;

(g) supervise research, training and extension activities of research

institutes established under section 14 of this Act;

(h) prepare the annual budget for agricultural research, training and .
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extension programmes of the institutes under its aegis and receive grants for
allocation to the institutes for the implementation of the annual programmes
and to universities and other bodies for special research or training projects;

(i) maintain an up-to-date record of all existing facilities for’
research, training and extension in the agricultural sciences in Nigeria and
advise the Federal Government on their adequacy and efficient utilization;

(j) advise the Federal Govermnment on the re-organisation of
existing institutes, including the creation of new ones, as are required to
implement or further the efficiency of research, training and extension in the
agricultural sciences;

(k) promote collaboration between scientists engaged in research
in the agricultural sciences in Nigeria and their counterparts in other
countries or international bodies;

(1) establish and maintain a National Agricultural Slcience Library
and Documentation Centre and publish or sponsor the publication of
research results in the agricultu:al sciences; and

(m) carry out such activities as may, in the opinion of the Council,
further the advancement of research, training and extension in the
agricultural sciences.”

8. Section 6 ofthe principal Act is amended by:

(i) inserting immediately after the existing subsection (3) the
following new subsection:

“(4)(a) The Board shall, subject to the approval of the Minister,
appoint the following and such other Deputy Executive Secretaries it may
deem fit from time to time:

(i) a Deputy Executive Secretary (Crops);

(ii) a Deputy Executive Secretary (Livestock, Fisheries & Marine);

(iii) a Depuiy Executive Secretary (Training & Extension);

{iv) a Deputy Executive Secretary (Technical Cooperation and

Communication);
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(v) a Deputy Executive Secretary {Administration and Finance) who
shall each be persons with requ;sﬂe experience and academic qualifications
and assigned such responsibilities as are determined by the Board and Council;

(1) In addition to the powers of the Board exercisable under
subsection (1) of this section, it shall have power to appoint such number of
Assistant Executive Secretaries as it may deem fit from time to time;

(¢) The persons appointed by the Board shall each be:

(i) persons withrequisite academic qualification and experience;

(ii)rpersons who, in the opinion of the Board, will assist the Council in
the effective discharge ofany of its functions.” '

(i) renumbering the existing subsections (4), (5), (6) and (7‘) as
subsections (5), (6), (7) and {8) respectively;

(iii) amending subsection (5) as renumbered by substituting for sub-
paragraph (b) the following new sub-paragraph: '

“(b) pay to such persons so appointed such (including allowances) as
the Council consultations with the National Salaries Commission, determine.”

6. Section 7 of the principal Act is amended:

(a) by substituting for the heading the following new heading

“Application of the Pensions Reform Act?”;
(b) in subsection (2) by substituting therefor the following new

subsection:

“(2) Employees of the Council shall be entitled to pensions, gratuities
and other retirement benefits as are enjoyed by persons holding equivalent
grades in the universities.” J

7. Section 8 ofthe prihcipalAct is amended:

(a) by substituting for the heading the following new heading:

“Bstablishment of the National Agricult'ural Research & Extension
Fund™; 7 :

(b) by inserting the following new subsections (1),(2), (3) and (4):

“(1) There is hereby established a fund to be known as the National
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Agricultural Research & Extension Fuiid (i this Act referted to as “the
Futid™).

(2) There shall be paid into the Fund the followinig:

(a) 1 per cerit of duty oti agtictltural imports and exports;

(b) 1 pet ceit of atinudl profit of agriciltural produgers i Nig‘e‘ﬁa;
and '

(c) such otlier monies as riay be determiiied by the Federal
Goverient from time to tiitie.

(3) Thie Funids reféfred to ifi sitbsectiofi (1) of thiis section shall be
applied eXclusiver for agrictltural reseatch; training ahd e'xtérision.

(4) The Ministet shall ijr'e‘s'c_i‘lbé by regiilatiotis, the managetment of
the funds reféited to ini siibsection (1) of this sectioh.” |

(c) by renurhbering the existing subsection (2) as subsection (5).

8:-(1) Iminediately after the existing Pait V of the principal Act, [nsertion ofa
insett the followitig siew Part V: now bV

“PART V1 - ESTABLISHMENT OF FEDEﬁAL-CoLLEGEs OF AGRICULTURE
15.-(1) The Minister inay, with the approval of the President, by  Establishment of
o _ " Pederal College

order published in the Gazetie, establish Federal Colleges of Agricultute of Agriculture
unider this Act (in this Actreferrédtoas “Col]e‘ges of Agriculture™):

(2) The Colleges of Agriculture specified ifi the Third Schedule of

" this Act shall bé deemied to have been established under this Act.

(3) The Colleges of Agriculture shall provide trainihg for middle
level manpower for the agrictiltural sector. _

(4) The statutory functions, rights, interests, obligations and
liabilities of the Colleges of Agricultire in subsection (2) of this section,
existing before the commencenient of this Act under any c;ontract or
instrument, of in law or in equity shall, by virtue of this Act, be deemed to
have been assigned to and vested in the Council established by this Act.

(5) Any such contract or instrument as is mientioned in subsection

(4} of this section shall be of the same force and effect against or in favour of
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" the ‘Counicil established by this Act and shall be enforceable as fully and

effectively as if instead of the Colleges of Agriculture in subsection (2) of this
section existing before the commencement of this Act, the Council established
by this Acthas been named therein or had been a party thereto.

(6) The Council established by this Act shall be subject to all the

obligations and liabilities to which the Colleges of Agriculture in subsection

(2) of this section existing before the commencement of this Act were subject

immediately before the commencement of this Act and all other persons shall

“have the same rights, powers and remedies against the Council established by

‘this Actas they had against the :Célieges of Agriculture specified in subsection

(2) of this section and existing before the commencement of this Act.
(7) Any proceeding or cause’ of action’ pending or existing

immediately before the comimencertient of this Act; by or against the Colleges

* of Agriculture specified in subsection (2) of this section and existing before the

commencement of this Act in réspect of any right, interest, obligation or

liability of the Colleges of Agriculture specified in subsection (2) of this

“section and existing before the comméiicement of this Act may be continued or

as the casé may be commernced and any determination of:a court of law,

tribunal or other authority or personmay be enforced By or against the Council

" established by this Act to the ‘sanie extent that such proceeding or cause of

e B o N .
action or determination’ might have been continued; commenced or enforced

' hby ‘or against the Colleges of Agriculturs specified in subsection (2) of this

section and existing before the commencement of this Act:

“(8) All assct?, funds, resources and other movable or immovable
“property which immédiately before the commencement of this Act were vested

“in the Colleges of Agricultiife existing before the commencement of this Act .

shall by virtue of this' Act and without further assurance, be vested in the

“Councilestablishéd by this Att, -

' " (9)Any person who immediately before the coming into force of this

Act isthe holder of any office it any dfthe Colleges of Agriculture specified in
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subsection (2) of this section and existing before the commencement of this

-Act shall, on the commencement of this Act, continue. in office and be

deemed to have been appointed to his office by the Council established by

- this Act unless authority by which the person was appointed terminates the

".. appointment.”

(2) Renumber the existing Part V1 as "Part VII": and

(3) Renumber the exjsting_sect_ion.lsras section 16.
.. (4) Immediately. after section 16 of. the _principal Act as

renumbered, there shall be inserted the following section 17
. “17.-(1) The Council, lnstitutes and Colleges referred to in
sections 15 and 19 of this Act and such other institutes and colleges as may
be established by order of the Minister pursuant to sections 15(1) and 19(1)
of this- Act, shall have power, after consultations with the Minister, to

incorporate spin off companies in the agricultural research. systemn in

- Nigeria. -

- (2) The spin off companies incorporated pursuant to subsection (1)

-of this section shall be charged with the responsibilities of providing the

platform for the commercialization, privatization and. marketing of
scientific, agricultural and technological discoveries, innovations and
findings of products developed by the Council, Institutes and Colleges
referred to in this Act.

.(3) For the avoidance of doubt, the scientific, agricultural and
technological discoveties, innovations -and ﬁndings of the Council,
Institutes and Colleges established under this Act shall have intellectual

property rights attached to them as prescribed and protected under the

Nigeria Copyright Commission Act 2004 and the National Office for

Technology Acquisitionand Promotion Act 2004 ..

(4) The. existing sections. 16 - 17. of the principal Act are

' renumbered as sections 18 - 19 respectively.

Incorporation of
spin off companies
and intellectual
property rights

CAP. C28 LFN,
2004
CAP. N62 LFN,
2004
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Amendment of
Section 19

"

9. Section 19 of the principal Act as renumbered, is amended by
inserting after the existing subsection (1) the following new subsections:

“(2) Any research institute established for agricultural research under

the Nigerian Research Institutes Act 1964 and the Research Institutes '

(Establjshment, etc) Order 1975, shall each be deemed to be established under
thisAct.

) (3) For the avoidance of doubt, the governing boards and councils
constituted under the Act and Order referred to in subsection (2) of this section
shall be deemed to have begn dissolved and the staff of the Institutes deemed to
have transferred to the employment of the Council from the date of their
appointment by .flls: respective Institutes.

(4) Accordingly, the Nigerian Researeh Institutes Agt 1964 and the
Research Institutes (Establishment, etc.) Order 1975 are hereby consequently
repealed. '

(5) The statutory functions, rights, inferests, obligations and ligbilities
of the repealed Institutes in subsection (4) of this section, existing before the
commencement of this Act under any contract or instrument, or in law or in
equity shall by virtue of this Act, be deemed tp have been assigned to and
vested in the Council established by this Act.

(6) Any such coniract or instrument as is mentioned in subsection (5)
of this section shall be of the same force and effect against or in favour of the
Council established by this Act and shall be enforceable as fully and effectively
as if instead of the Institutes in subsection {4) of this section ekisting before the
commencement of this Act, the Council established by this Act has been named
therein or had been a party thereto.

(7) The Counci! established by this Act shall be subject to all the
obligations and liabilities to which the Institutes in subsection (5) of this
section existing before the commencement of this Act was subject immediately
before the commencement of this Act and all other persons shall have the same

rights, powers and remedies against the Council established by this Act as they
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had against the Institutes in subsection (5) of this section existing before the
commencementof this Act.

(8) Any progeeding or gause of action pending or existing
immediately before the commencement of this Act, by or against the
Institutes in subsection (5) of this section existing before the
§ommenc§m§nt of this Act in respect of any right, interest, obligation or
liability of the Institutes in subsss_:tin.h (5) of this section existing before the
commencement of this Act may be continued or as the case may be
commenced angd any determination of a court of law, trjbunal or other
authority or person may be enforced by or against the Council gstablished by
this Act to the sém@ éxicnt that such procgeding or cause of action or
determination might have been continned, commenced or enforced by or
against the Institutes in subsection (5) of this section existing before the
commencement of this Act.

(9) All assets, funds, resources and other movable o immovable
prpperty which immediately before the commencement of this Act were
vgsted in the Institutes existing before the commencement of this Act shal)
by virtue of this Act and wi‘th,o'_ut further assurance, be vested in the Council
established by this Act. ‘

(10) Any person who immediately before the coming into force of
this Act is the holder of any office in the Institutes in subsection (5) of this
section existing before the commencement of this Act shall, on the
commencement of this Act, continue in office and be deemed to have been
appointed to his office by the Council established by this Act unless
authority by which the person was appointed terminates the appointment.”.

10.-(1) Immediately after the existing section 19 of the principal
Act as renumbered, there shall be inserted the following new section 20:

“20.-(1) The National Centre for Agriculture Mechanizatiod Act]
990 is hereby repealed.

(2) The National Centre for Agriculture Mechanization, the

Ingertion of a
new section 20

Repeal and savings
of Cap. N13 LFN,
2004 ete.
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. National 'Centre for Genetic Resources. and Bio-technology, the Federal

College of Co-operatives and the Federal College -of Land Resources

.Technology, respéctively operational under the Departments of Co-operatives
and f&gricultural Land Resources of the Ministry, shall be deemed to be
established under this Act. .+~

(3} Accordingly, the provisions of section 15 {4} - (9) of this Act shall

* apply inutantismutandi to the Centres and Colleges specified under subsection

(2) of this section with such modifications as are applicable.”

(2) The-existing sections 19 - 21 as 'renumbé_r_ed are hereby re-

© numbered as sections 20-22.+ - ..

- .11 The First Schedule to the-principal Act-is amended in paragraph 3

Gy e e

(a) - inserting: immediately -after sub-paragraph (1) a new sub-
paragraph (2} as follows:
-4 (2) The Board shall a'ppoint.a‘standing._Ag.ricuEtural Scientific-and

Technological Research- Committee .of - the Board to be known as “the

Technical Committee” which shall be charged. with the responsibility of

+advising the Board and the Council.onresearch and innovation matters.”;

(b) renumbering the existing sub-paragraphs .(2) and (3) as sub-
paragraphs (3) and (4), respectively.:
~ 12.~(1) The-Second-Schedule of the principal Act is amended in

‘paragraph I by:

(@) deleting paragraph I and substituting therefor a new paragraph:

“l. All references to “the governing-board” in this Part of the Act

* shall be construed as “the Council”. -

2. Forthe avoidance of doubt, reference in this Part of this Act to “the
Council” means the Agricultural Research Council of Nigeria.”. )

(b)delete paragraph 3 and renumber paragraphs 4, 5,6, 7, 8, and (9) as
paragraphs 3,4,5.6, 7, 8 respectively.

-

e ————— .
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1 ‘13 Immediately after the existing Secondt Schedile of the nsertion ofq
new Third Schedule
2 principal Act, insert the following new Third Schedule:
3 "THIRD SCHEDULE
4 (Section 15)
5 FEDERAL COLLEGES OF AGRICULTURE
6  S/NO. " NAMEOFCOLLEGE
7 1. Federal CollegeongrlcultureAkure Ondo State.
8 2. F ederalCollege ongrlcu]ture Ibadan Oyo State
9 3 Federal College ongrlculture Ishlagu Ebony1 State. _
10 4. 3 Federal College of Ammal Health and Productlon
11 Technology, Ibadan, Oyo State A
12 5. . . Federal. College of Animal Health and Production
13 Technology, Vom, Plateay State. . ... .. -
14 6. Federal Coliege of Freshwaters Fisheries Technology, New Bussa,
“15 - -+ "Niget State,
16 7. Federal College of Freshwaters Fisheries Technology, New Baga,
17 » “ Botno State.
18 8. Fedetal College of F1shenes and Marme Technology, Lagos,
19 'Lagos State, o - .
20 9 " Federal College of Vetermary and Medleal Laboratory
21 'Technology, Vom Plateau State o ‘
22 10.: - Fedel al College of Agrlcultm al Produce Technology, Kano, Kano
23 .l | . State, . _ _ .
24 . 5. _Federal College of Hortmulture DadinKowa, Gobe State ",
25 16.. . Federal Co-operative College, Ibadan.
26 .- F7. .. -Federal Co-operative College, Kaduna
27 18. Federal Co-operative College, Oji River.
.28 '19. - Federal College of Land Resources Technology, Owerri.
129 20. Federal College of Land Resources Technology, Kuru-Jos.
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14. This Bill may be cited ds the Agricultural Resedrch Council of
Nigétia (Atietidment) Bill, 2017.
- EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
(This note does not fornt pait of the above Bill but is intended to
explain its pitrport) '
The Bill seeks to amend the Agicultiral Research Council of Nigeria Act 1950
to, aitiong other things, provide for the:

1.-(a) Reconstitition of the friembership of the Board of the Council;

(b) Appoinitirienit of Deputy Executive Sectetarigs and Assistant
Exectitive Seeretaries;

(¢) Conditionis of setvice of staff to be as applicable in the
uhiversities; )

(d) Powers of thi¢ Counicil to.advise the Vice Chancellors oh the
appointmett-of Directors of agticultural résearch institiites established utider
inivetsity statates;

(e) Establishinent of Federal Colléges of A‘gricultu‘r"e under the Act
dind placing them under the control of the Couneil; _

(f) Powers of the Counil; after corisultation with the Mintster, to
iicorporate spin off conipanies ifi liistitiites and Colleges

{g) Bstablishmeént of the National Centre for Agricilture
Meehanization, National Ceéntre for Genetic Resources and Bio-téchnology,
Federal Colleges of Co-operatives ahd Federal Colleges of Land Resources
Technalogy under the Act and placing them under the contiol of the Council;

(h) Dissclution of the governirig bodrds of all the Reseatch Institutes
established under the Act and for the Board of the Counil to exercise contiol
and powers over all the research institutes so established; and

(i) Repeal of the National Agricultural Research Institutes Act 1964
and the Research Institutes (Establishment, etc.) Order 1975 and the transfer of
staff ofthe Institutes to the Council.

2. The provisions relating to the Board of the Council shall

mutantismutandi, apply to all the research institutes and colleges so

established.




