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A BILL
FOR

AN ACT 10 ESTABLISH THE SQUTH EAST DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION N

1 FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NiGERIA TO ACT AS A CATALYST TO DEVELOP
THE COMMERCIAL POTENTIALS OF THE SOUTH EAST; AND Q’E‘HER

MarTers

LN

Sponsored by Senator Stellu Odualr and Senator Samuel N, Anvanwi

L]

ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal Republic of

Nigeriaas foliows:

AR1§ ESTABLISIVGENT, BTC. THE SOUTH

ST DEVE! O‘“di-\f’!‘ :
CoMMISSION AND GOVERNING BOARD

1.-(1} There is hereby esiablished a body io be known as the boa{h

East Q,eveés;‘me;f Commission (i this Act referred to as “the -

séa}; _
{b)may susand be spad inits éorperaie Dame.
13} The Comn 3155101 sha?l have its head Oﬂice mn Enugu, Enugu State
and shall establishan oﬁ‘ke i eachmember State orme Commission.

{4) The President may si‘;b_is{:i 1o the approval of the National

Assembly wind-up the Commission after [8vears,
iy Wi plael g ¥

-{I) There is hereby established for the Com:mssmn a Governing
Board (in this Act refeired to as “the Board™) i whlcn shall consist of-
{a)a cnamm_m;
(b‘ one person who shail be an indigene (o represent each the
following member States, thatis:

{1)Abia,
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1 {i1YAnambra,
2 (iii) Ebonyi,

Tenure of oflice

Rotation of (ffice
of Chairman of
the Commission

V3]

(o))

e )

{iv)Enugu,and .

(v) imo; _

(c)a 1*ep1‘esezitati\}e ofthe Fede’rairMinisEry of Finance;

{dyarepresentative of the Federal Ministry of Justice;

(e) the Managing Director of the Commission: and

{Fytwo Executive Direciors;

{2) The Chairman and other memibers of the Board shall-

{a) be appointed by the President, Commarder-in-Chief Forces,
subject to the confirmation of the Senate;

(b) be persons of proven integrity and ability.

{3} The members of the Board referred to in paragraph (d) of
subsection (1) of this Section shall be part-time members.
‘ (4) The supplementary provision set cut in the schedule to this Act
shall have effect with respect to the proceedings of the Board and the other
matters contained therein.

3.-(1) Subject to the provisions of section 4 of this Act a member of

the Board, other than an ex-officio member, shall hold office for a term of 4

years at the first instance and may be reappointed for a further term of 4 years '

and no more.

(2) The' niember of the Board shali be paid stich reirtunerations and
allowances as Vthe Federal Government may, ﬁom time to time, determiine for
the chdirman av_n'dmember's of statutory board gerierally.

(3)Ameitibet of the Board other than ex-officio members, mdy resign
his appointment by hotice, ign writihg under his hand adtdress.ed to the President
Commander-in-Chiefofthe Armed Forces. -~

4. The office of the Chairman of the Commission shall rotate among
the member ététes of the Commission in thé following alphabetical sequence

of-
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D

Ll

L

(ayAbia; E

(byAnambra;

{¢)Ebonyi;

{d) Enugu; and

{e}Imo.

5.-{1) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 3 of this Acl, a
person shaltl cease to hold office as a member of the Board if-

{a) hie becomes bankrup(, suspends payment or compounds with
his ereditors;

{b)he 1s convicted of a felony or any offence invelving dishenesty
or fraud;

(¢) he becomes ofunsound mind, or incapable of carrying out his
dutigés;

{d)heis guilty of a serious misconduct in relation to Tus duties;

{) inthe case of a person possessed of professional qualification,

he is disqualified or suspended, other than af lis own request, from

prac’iié:ing His profession in any pait of the world by an orderofa competent
authority made intespect of that member; or |

(i he resigns his appointmeént by a letter add%eséed tothe President,
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces.

{3) thre a vacancy occurs in the memiéérship of the Board, it

shall be filled by the appoinﬁnent of a successor 1o Vh‘qlgi o‘fﬁ_ce for the

rémainder of the term of ofﬁce of his predécessbr, éb however, that the
suéc@'ssor shali represent the same interest and é‘ﬁaﬂ be appointed by the
Presidcnf_’-; C{)ﬂ]:’ﬁﬁi}dj&r#iﬁ—Chief of Armed Torces subject to fhe
coitfirration of the Senate. '

*6. There shall be paid to every m_cmbei- of; the council such

allowances and expenses as Federal Government may, from fime to time,

direct.
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1 PARTII - FUNCTIONS AND POWERS OF THE COMMISSION, ETC.

Functions and 2 7.-(1) The Commission shall-

Powers of the

Comamission 3 (a) formulate policies and guidelines for the development of the South
4 FBast S
5 (b} conceive, plan and implement, in accordance with set rules and
6 regulations, projects and programmes for the susizingble development of the
7 South East in the field of roads, education, health facilities, employment,
8 industrialization, agriculture, housing and urban development, water supply,
9 electricity and commérce;
10 {c) prepare master plans and schemes designed to promote the
11 physical development of the South East and the estimate of the cost of
12 implementing such master plans and schemes:
13 (d) implement ali the measures approved for the development of the
14  South East by the P;edcral Government and the member States of the
15 Com_mission;
16 (e} identify factors inhibiting the development of the South Fast and
17 assist the member states in the formulation and implementation of policies to
18  ensure sound and efficient management afthe resources ofthe South East;
19 (f) Cenceive, concepiualize, plan and implement, in accordance with
20 set rules and regulations, project and programmes for the sustainable
21 development ofthe South-East area in the field of recetving and management
22 of fund from allocation or the Federation and Donor funds for the rehabilitation
23 and reconstruction of roads, reparatiop for houses and lost businesses of victim
24 of the 1967-1970 civil .'war, ecologicat and soil erosion problems and other
25 related environmental or development challenges;
26 {g) Cause the South-East area to be éurveyed in order {o ascertain
27  measures which are nécessary to promote its physical and socio-economic
28 development;
29 - {h} Assess and report on any project being funded or carried out in the
30 South-East area for the purpose of rehabilitation and reconstruction of roads,

!
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reparation of houses and lost businesses of victims of the 1967-1970 Civil
War by lhé Federal Government and ensure that the funds released for such
projects are properly utitized: - '

(i) Tackle ecological and environmental problems that arise from
the soil erosion problems and other related environmental chalienges in the
South-East and advice the Federal Government and the member states on
the prevention and control of the erosion and environmental challenge;

(3} earry out such other furtctions as the President may, from time to
time, direct.

(2) In exercising its functions and powers under this seciion, the
Commission shall have regard to the varied and specific contributions of
cachmember state ofthe Commission.

8. The Board shall have power to-

(a) manage and supervise affairs ofthe Commission;

(b} make rules and regulations for carrying out the functions of the
Cé}ﬁmission;

{c} enter and inspect premises, projects and such places as may be
necessary for the purposes of carrying out its functions under this Act;

(d) pay the staff of the Commission such remuneration and

allowances as appropriate; -

(e} enter into such contracts as may be necessary or expedient for
the discharge of its functiens and ensure the efficient performance of the
fux.lctions of the Commission; 7

(fy do such other things as are necessary and expedient for the
efficient performarices of the functions of the Commission.

PART Il - STRUCTURE OF THE CbMM[SSION

9.-(1) There shall be established in the Head Office of the

Commission, the following Directorates-

(a) the Directorate of Administration, Human Resources and man

power Development;

Powers of the
Board

Establishment of
Directorates
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1 (1) the Directorate of Community and Rural Development;
2 (c) the Directorate of Utilities, Infrastructural Development;
3 {d) the Directorate of Finance and Supplies;
4 (e) the Directorate of Agriculture and Rural Development,
5 (f) the Directorate of Planning, Research, Statistics and Management
6 Information system;
7 {(g) the Directorate of Legal Services and Corporate Affairs;
8 (h) the Directorate of Education, Heai.rh and Social Services;
9 (1) the Direcioratz of Commercial and Indusirial Development; and
10 {j)the Directorate of Projects Monitoring and Supervision,
11 (2} The Beard may increase the number of Directorates as it may
12 deem necessary.
Istablishment 13 10. There shail be for the Commission a management Committes
of the Management i
Committee 14 whichshall-
15 - {a) consist of a Chairman who shal! be the Managing Director, the
16  Executive Directors, the Directors fes;jﬁsible for the Divectoraies under
17 section®of this Act and such number of other members as may be determined
18 fromtimetotime;
19 - {b) be responsible to the Board and the Managing Diirector for the
20  general administration of the Commission. -
_ Establishment - 21 11.-(1) There is herely established for the Comunission, & South East
and Membership ) ’
‘;ﬁ‘fsfi;:;%;i:t 22 Development Advisory Commitfee (in this Act referred to as “the Advisory
Development 23 Committee™) which shall consist of-
24 (a) the Governors of the member states of the Commiission; and
" 25 (b} two other persons as may be determined, from time to time, by the
26 President, Commander-in-Chiet of the Armed Forces.
27 (2) The Advisory Committee shali be charged with the responsibility
28  ofadvisingthe Board onthe activities ofthe Cofﬂnﬁssion.
29 (3) The Advisory Commitice may maké rufes regulating ifs own
30 proceedings.
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PART IV - STAFF OF THE COMMISSION.
12.-(1) There shall be for the Commission, a Managing Director,
and two Executive Directors who shall-
(a) have such quaﬁiﬁcation and-eﬁpexience as are app-ropriate fora
personrequired to perform functions ofthat office under this Act;

{b) be the Chief executive and -accounting cofficer of the

-Commission; and

(c) hold office on such terms and conditions as to emoclument,
conditions of service as may be specified in his letter of appointment,

(2) The Managing Iirector shall, subject to the general direction of
the Board, be responsible-

(a) for the day to day administration ofthe Commission;

(b) for keeping the books and proper records of the proceedings of
the Board; and

{c) for;.

(i) the administration ofthe Secretariat of the Beard, and

{i1) the general direction and control of all otHer employees of the
chairman.

(3) The Board shall h_ave to-

(a) employ either directly or.on secondment from any civil or
publie service; il the Federation or a State such number of employees as
may, in the opinion of the Board, be required to assist the Board in the
dischiarge of any ofits functions under this Act; and

‘(b) pay to persons so emp’léyéd siich remuneration (inclading
allowances) as the Board ay deterntine.

13.-(1) Service in the Commission shall be approved service for
the purposes of the Pension Act.

2} The officers and other persons employed in the cormission
shall be entitled to pensions, gratities and other retirement benefits as are

enjoyed by persons holding equivalent grades as appropriate.

Appointment of
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1 (3) Nothing in subsections (1) and (2) of this Section shail prevent the
2 appointment of a person to any office on terms which preclude the grant of
3 pension and gratuity inrespect of that office.
4 {4) For the purposes of the application of the provisions of the
5 Pensions Act, any power exercicable thereunder by the Minister or other
6 authority of the Government of the Federation, other than the power to make
7 regulations under seotion 23 thercof, is herchy VeSzed in and shall be
8 exereisable by the commission, and not by any f)mer person or authority.

-9 PART V - FINANCIAL PROVISIONS

Eé’r‘ld’si glsq %(}7 14.-(1) The C \,ommzsswr" shall establish and-mamniain a fund from
il whichshall be defrayed cxpcrﬁ"z e incurred by the C \,e'ntn!ss.on
12 {2y There S;}d.“ be paid and'credited to the fund established pursuant to
13 subsection{l)ofthissection- -
14 {a} from the Federal Government, the equivalent of 15 perwnt ofth
15 wial monibly statsory allceations due {o the memi}eg‘ States of the
16 - Commission from the Federation Account; this being the coniribution of the
A7 Federal Governmenttothe Comm?ssécn;
I {b) 30 percent of monics due to menther States of the Commission
19 fromthe Ecafogié_ai Fund;
26 - {c} such mm:m as may from time o time, be g‘_&“aﬁted or lent o or
21 deposited with the Cemmissioﬂ.by the Federal or a state Govemment, any

22 otherbody or mstitution whether tocal or foreign;

.23 | {d}all rnonéys raised f{;r the p’itrposes of the Comm-i-ssier_{ 5}1 way of
24" gifts,loan, grams—vn—aid festamentary "spﬁsltmrx or otherwise;and ‘
25 {e) procegds from alf other assets that may, from time o time, accrué 7
26 to theCQmmissién. '

27 (3} The Fund shall be managed m accordance with the rules made by
© 28 fhe’ Board, and wﬁheut prejudice. to the general of the power 1o make rules

2% under th_is subse;tién, the rules shall in particular contain provisions-

30 _{a} specifying the manner in which the assets or the fund of the




1 o Commrssmn- are to be held and regulatmg the makmg of payrnents mto and

i o outof't}reﬁm-rl and

(b) requmng the ?rre:f:pmcr of proper accounts and rccords for the

[

4 ’ : purpose of the fund n such form as may be spemﬁed in the rules B

5 _ 15, The Commxssmn snailr pply the proceeds of lhe fund Expenditure of
6 o estabhshedpursuanttosectlon1‘4-o-ffrth;1‘s‘§A‘ctto~ .‘ et
8

Gifts to the
Commission

“”r”‘; 2 'i

Power to borrow
maoney

Annual Estimates
and Expenditure

29 estimate of the expend1ture and income of the Commission during t‘ne next

30 succeeding year.
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I (2) The Board shall cause to be kept proper accounts of the
2 Commission in respect of each year and proper records iﬁ relation thereto and
3 shall cause the accounts to be audited not later than 6 months afier the end of
4 each year by auditors appointed from the list in accordance with the guidelines
5 supplied by the Auditor-General for the Federation.

Quarterly Report 6 19. The Commission shall, at the end of every quarter in each year,
7 submit to the President Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces a report on
8 the activities and administration of the Commission.

Anaruzal Report 9 20. The Board shall prepare and submit to the Président, Commander-
10 in-Chief of the Armed Forces, not later than 30th June in each year, a report in
It such form as the President, Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces, may
12 direct on the activities of the Commission during the immediately preceding
13 year, and shall include in the report a copy of the audited accounts of the
14 Commission for that year and the auditor's report thereon.
15 (2) The President, Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces shall,
16 upon receipt of the report referred to in subsection (1) of this Section, cause a
17 copyofthereport and the audited accounts of the Commission and the auditor's
I8  report thereon to be submitted to each House of the National Assembly.
19 PART VI - MISCELLANEOUS PROVISION.

Eﬂs&ai?iislinmem of 20 21.-(¥) There is hereby established for the Commission a monitoring

C‘f:ﬁzleg 21  Committee which shall consist of such number of persons as the President,
22 Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces may deem fit to appoint from the
23 Publicor Civil Service of the Federation.
24 {2} The Monitoring Committee shall-
25 (a) monitor the management of the funds of the Commission and the
26  mmplementation of the projects of the Commission; and
27 (b) have access to the books of accounts and other records of the
28 - Commission at all times, and submit periodical reports to the President,
29 Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces.
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22.-(1) For the purposes of providing offices and premises
necessary for the performance of its functions under this Act, the
Commission may, subject to the land use Act-

{a) purchase or take on lease any interest land, or other property;
and

(b) construct offices and premises and equip and maintain same.

(2) The Commission may, subject to the land use Act, sell or lease
ot any office or premises held by it, which office or premises is no longer
required for the performance of'its functions under this Act.

23. Subject .to the provisions of this Act, the President,
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces may give to the Commission
directives of a general nature or relating generally o matiers of policy with
regard to the performance by the Commission of its functions and it shall be
the duty ofthe Commission to comply with the directives.

24.-(1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the provisions of the
Public Officers Protection Act shall apply in relation to any suit mnstituted
against any Officer or employee of the Commission.

{2) Notwithsianding anything contained in any other law or
enactment, no suit shall lie against any member of the Board, the Managing
Director or any other officer or employee of the Commission for any act
done in pursuance or execution of this Act or any other law or enactinent, or
of any allezed neglect or defauilt in the execution of this Act or such law or
enactment, duty or authority, shall lie or be instituted in any court unless-

{a) 1t is commenced within three months next after the Act, neglect
or default complained of; or

{b) in the case of a continuation of damage or injury, within six
months next after the leasing thereof. '

25. A notice, summons or other docusnent required or authorised
to be served upon the Commission under the provisions of this Act or any

other law or enactment may be served by delivering it to the Managing

Office and premise
of the Commission,
Cap. 202 LFN
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Restriction on
Bxecution against

property of the 4
Commission .
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6 .
HepvTy e
7 . (2) Any sum of money which by the Judgm nt 01L any court has been
o awarded agamst the Commismon shall be subject to any dlrectlon Olven by the
5 ooualfts A S 7
9

ceurt Where no notice of appedl agamst the Jrudgment has _been- glven be pald

fotios

. G

Indemnityisf
Orificen

12

13-

Interpretations

£ ST

k) “Commlss on ‘means the South East Development Comm1ssmn estabhshed

26

"7
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] 38 This Act . may. be: cited as. the :South Hast Development  iion
2z, _Comm:ssmn fEstabhshmsmetc Bl 2016

ERELCNTE (SCHEDULE LT nnn
s e b sSection 2(4)

SUPPLEMENT/—};R}’__VEE\AQV[PS[QN.S/‘REILJ,ATING To THE BOARD ETC.

oop Lreceedings of theBoard. . ..,

L (l) Sub}ac o thlS Act and seclion 27 of the Interpretation Act,

_;th .Board may make standing orders regutating its preceedings.er.those of

:...any ofitsCommittees;. . .

10 tiipon (B The Board shall meet whenever it is summoned by chairman is
11 required to do so by notice given to him by not less than 4 other members, he
12 shall summon a meeting of the Board to be held within 14 days from the date
13 onwhich thenotice is given.

14 2.+(1) the Board may appoint one or more Committess to carry out,
15 on behaif of the Board such functions as the Board may detebmine,

16 (2y A Committee appointed under this paragraph shall consist of
[7 such number of persons as may be determined by the Board and a person
18 shall hold office on the Committee in accordance with the terms of his
19 appointiment.

20 (3) A decision of a Committee of the Board shall be of no effect
21 until it is confirmed by the Board.

22 Miscellaneous

23 ~ 3-(1) The fixing of the seat of the Committee shall be
24 authenticated by the signature of the Chairman and the Secretary to the
25 Board. |

26 | (2) A document purporting to be a document duly executed under
27 the seat of the Commission shall be received in evidence and shall, urniless
28 . and until the contrary is proved, be presumed to be so executed.

29 (5) The validity of any proceedings of the Board or of a Committee

30 shall not be adversely affected by-
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(2) a vacancy in the membership ofthe Board or Committee;

{(b)adefectin the appointment of a member of the Board or Committee;

{c) reason that a person not entitled to do so took part in the proceedings
ofthe Board or Committee.

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

This Bill seeks to establish the South Fast Development Commission in the
Federal Republic of Nigeria to be charged with the responsibility of Managing
and administering for effectiveness, the sums received from the allocation of
the Federation account for reinvigorating the commercial potentials of the

South Eastand for the overall economic development of'the South East.



