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A BILL
FOR

AN ACT TO ESTABLISH INSTITUTE OF CHARTERED BlOC{-iEMlSTS AND
MOLECULAR BiOLOGISTS CHARGED WITH THE RESPONSIBILITIES TG AMONG
OTHER THINGS DETFRM;NE STANDARDS OF KNCWLEDGE AND SKILL TO BE
ATTAINED BY PERSONS SEEKING TO BECOME REGISTERED BIOCTIEMISTS
AND MOLECULAR TBIOLOGISTS, REGISTER SUCI PERSONS, REGULATE AND
CONTﬁOL THEIR PRACTICE AND REVIEW THOSE STANDARDS FROM TIME TC

TIME AS CIRCUMSTANCES MAY PERMIT AND RELATED MATTERS

Sponsored by Sen. Emmanuel Paulker

L

BE ]T ENACTED by the Natlonai Assembly of Lhe Federal
Republic of Nigeriaas follows:

‘ 1.-(1) There is estabhshed a nady to be known as the ]nstlmte of
Chartered Bicchemists and Molecular Biologists ‘of Nigeria (in this Bill
referréd teras "the Institute“). | . 7 - ‘

{2) The Institute-

{a) bhah be a body Corporate w:th perpetuai successmn and a
comimon seal and may sue and be sued in its corporate name; and :

() may acquire, hold, mortgagt, purchase and deal with property,
\.vhetifer movable or immovable real or personal.

2. (l)Theressestabhshedfor{heInsmutcaGovermngCounal(m
this Bill referred to as the "Council’ ) which shall be charged with
responsibilitly for the administration and general management of the
Institute. ) | 7

{2) The Councii shall consis£ ofthe following members, that is-

{a) the President of thB_Institule, who shall lae‘t]'le chairfn(a'n.;

I the .‘Jice-Pré.sident‘ of Ll;e InstitLﬁc,ﬁwho shall be Lhe Vice-

chairman;
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(c) arepresentative ofthe Ministry of Heaith.;

{d) ‘Immediate past President of the Tnstitute who shall be entitied to
serve on the Council for a maximum period of 2 years from the expiration ol his
terms of office as President of the Institute;

(e} the chairmen ofail Standihg‘Cozﬁmittees of the Institute and,

-(fy The Registrar of the Tnstitute whao shall be the secretary to the

Ceuncil. o :

(3) Where the President is unable to preside at the meetings of the

- Council by reasen of death, incapacity or any other reason, the Vice President

shall act in his stead for the unexpired portion of the term of office, or as the

case may reqhire, and references in this Bill to the Prestdent shail be construed
accordingly.
| {(4) The provision set out in the Schedule to this Bill shall have effect
with respect to the qualifications and tenure of office of members of the
Councii and other mattez;s.

3.-(1) The President and the Vice President shall-

(a) be fellows of the Institute;

(b) be elected at the Annual General Meeting of the Institute: and

{c) hold office each for a term of two years renewable for another term
and no more. | |

A pérs'on shall be qualified for electién to the office of president
and vice president of the institute ifhe or she-

(a}isacitizen ofNigeria;l

o {b) has -paid all his or her dues for five cdnsecu[ive years immediately

preceding the year oféIection; and _

(¢} has not been adjudged fo be a lunatic or to be of unsound mind, or
declared to be bankrupt.

4.-{1) Subject to the provision of this Bill, members admitted to ﬂw
Instiﬁﬁe shall- .

{a) possess adequate interest, knowledge and understanding of
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Biochemistry and Molecular Biology and related matters and must be
registered as members in the category of-

(i) Feliows;

(i) Associate Members:

(iii ) Professional Members;

(iv) Ordinary Members; or

(v) Honorary Fellows or Members.

(b} be registered as Biochemists and Molecular Biologists or such
other classification of Biochemists and Molecuiar Biologists as the Institute
nay, froin time to time, determine.

(2) A person shall be registered as-

(a)afellow if-

-(i) he or she has been registered as an Associate member of the
Institute, or has been qualified to be so registered, for at icast seven years and
he satisfies the Council that fora continuous peried of ten years immediately
preceding the application he has been in practice as a Biochemists and
Molecular Biologists or has practised in partn_c_zrship with other Biochemists
and MdlecularBiologists; or _ ‘

(ii) he or she is otherwise considered by the Council to _b_e a fitand
proper person (o be_ soregistered;

(b) an associate member if- _

(i) he or she has been registqred as a Professional member of the
Institute or haé been qualified to be so registered for at least six years
immediately preceding the application; or

(i) he or she is otherwise considered by the Council to be a fit and
praper person to be so registe_red;

(c) a professional member if-

(i) he or she has beenregistered asa member of the Institute and has
been in practice as a Biochemist and Molecular Biologist for a period of at

least two years immediately preceding the application; or
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(i) he or she is otherwise considered by the Council to be a fit and
proper person to be soregistered;

{(d) anordinary member if-

(1) he or she holds a certificate of the examination of the Institute or
has any other qualification approved by the Council, and he or she satisfies the
provisions of Section § of this Bill; or

(ii) he or she is otherwise cansidered by the Councii to be a fit and
proper persan to be so registered.

(e} An honorary fellow or honorary member of the Institute shall be a
person admiited as such by aresolution of the Council.

Where a person is enrolied or registered by the Institute, he or she shall he
entitled to the use of such letters after his name as may be authorised by the
Council according to whether he is a fellow, associate, professional mémber,
ordinary member or registered Biochemist and Molecular Biologist and when
so enrolled or registered, he or she shall receive a certificate in such form as the
Council may, from time to time, approve.

© 5.-(1) It shall be the duty of a registered member of the Institute to
abide by the rules, regulations, code of conduct and any other policy made by
the Institute for the purpose ofsound practice.

(2) A member of the Institute shall conduct his or her behaviour in a
manner that upholds the dignity and reputation ofthe Institute

- 6. The Council shall have powers 1o do énything which in its opinion
is calculated to facilitate the activities of the Instilute.

7.-(1) The Council shall establish and maintain a fund for lﬁe
Institute. ' )

(2) There shall be paid and creditéd into the fund established pursudm
to sub-section (1) of this section-

(a) all fees and other mbnéys payable to the Council in pursuance of
this Bill; these include ‘contribution from. members and E-'cl]o‘ws, lcv.ics,

su bscriptioh fees and other dues paid by mem bers;
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(b) Revenues aceruing from investments, services and symposia,
grants from local and’ 111temat10nal hodies, endowments. donations from
benefactors, adhering bodies, educatlonalactlvmes and other donors; and

(¢) such moneys as may be payable to the Council in the course of
the discharge of its functions under this Bill.

{3)There shall be paid out ol the fund of the Institute-

(a) all expenditure incurred by the Council in the discharge of its
functions under this Bilk;

(b) the remuneration and allowances of the Registrar and other
staff of the Tnstitute; and

(c) Such reasonable travelling and subsistence ailowances of
members of the Council in respect of the time spent on the duties of the
Council, as the Council may determine.

(4) The Council may invest moneys in the fund in any- security
created or issued by or on behalf of the Government of the Federation or in
any other securities 'mNirreria asmay be approved by the Council.

(5) The Council may, from tme to fime. borrow money for the
purpose of the Institute and any inierest payable on moOneys so borrowed
shall be paid out of the fund of the fnstitute.

(6) The Council shall keep proper accounts on behaif of the
Institute in respect of each year and proper records in relation to these
accounts; and the Councﬂ shall cause the accounts to be a\;dlted by an
auditor appointed from the list and in ac.cordance with the guidelines
supplied by the Auditor—General forthe Federatmn |

(7) The auditor. appoinged for the purposes ofthls section. shaﬂ not
be amember of the Counc1l

(8) The Counc1l shall prepare and submit to the, Mimster not Iéter
than twelve months after 1ts estabhshment and once in cach year thereaftera

report on the actwmes of the Councﬂ m the ]dSl precedmg year, and shall

jmclud_e in 'the report a copy of the audned accoums of the_ Councl! for that

C 1775
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yearand of the auditor's report therean.

8.-(1} It shali be the duty ofthe Council 1o appoint-

(@) 2 fitand Proper person who shall be 4 member of the Instiie 10 be
the Registrar for the purposes of'this Bill: and

(b)such other persons as the Institute may, from tiine to time, think
necessary,

(2) It shall be the duty of the Regisirar o Prepare and mainiain, in
accordance with rules made by the Council. a register of names, addresses and
épproved qualifications and of sych other particulars as may be speciiied in the
rules, ofall persons whe are entitled in accordance with thle p}ovisions of this
Bill to be registered as members of the profession in the category of feltows,
associates members, professional members, ordinary ' meni'bers, honorary
fellows and members who, in the manner prescribed by such rules, apply ta he
Soregisterad. |

(3)1tshall be the cduty of the Registrar.

(a) to carrect, in accordance with the directions of the Council, any
entry in the register which the Council directs him to correct as being in the
opinion ofthe Council an eniry which wag incorrectly made;

(b) to make, from time 1o time, any necessary alterations o the
registered parﬁc’u[ars ofregistered perS{}hs;

“{c)torecord the names of members ofihe Institute whe ér'e in default
for more than six months in the bayment of annyal subscriptions: and (o take
such action in relation to removal of the names oflde.fauite'rs from the register a5
the Council may direct. N

(4) Ifthe Registrar-

Six months from the dage ofpbsting it; and

(b) upon the expiration of that period sends in the |ike manner to the
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person in question a second similar letter and receives no reply to that letter

within three months from the date of posting it,

(C) the Registrar may remove the particulars relatmo to the person
in questlon from the register:
Provided that the Council may, for any reason which seems to it sufficient.

direct the Registrar to restore the appropriate part of the register any

particulars removed therefrom under this sub-section.

(3) It shall be the duty of the Registrar- '

{(a) to cause the register to be printed, published and made

accessible to members of the public not later than two years from the coming

into force of this Biil;

(b} in each year afier that in which a register is ﬂrst published under

paragraph (a) of this sub- secnon to cause to be printed, pubhshed and made
accessﬁale to the pubhc elther an updated or corrected edition of the register

or list of alteration made to the register since it was last prmted and

{c) to cause a print of each edition of the register and of each list of

corrections to be deposited at the principal office of the Institute, and it shall
be the duty of the Council to keep the register and lists so deposited available

atail reasonable times for inspection by members of the public.

{6} A document purporting to be tﬁe‘print of an edition of a register

pﬁblished under this Seétion by authority of the Registrar or documenis
purporting to Be the prints of an edition so published. shall without prejudice
to any other mode of proof'be admissible in any proceeding as evidence that
any peré;an speciﬁéd in the document, or documents read together, as being
registered, is so registered at the date of the edition or .of the list of

corrections, as the case may be, and that any person not so specified was not

SO reolstered

(7 Where m accordance with sub-section (6) of this Section, a

perébn is in any proceedmg shown to have been or not to have been

registered at a-particular date, he shall, unfess the contrary is proved, be




C 1778

Institute of Chartered Biochemists and Molecular Biologists of Nigeria Bill. 2016 2016

Register of
Members

[}

N - T, B

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

21

2
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

taken for the purposes of the proceeding as having at all material times
thereafter continued to be or not be so registered.
9.-(1) The register shall consist of five parts of which the first part

shall be in respect of honorary fellows and members, the second part shall be in

respect of fellows, the third part shall be in respect of associate members, the

tourth part in respect of professional members and the lillh part in respect of
ordinary members,
(2) Subject to the following provisions of this Section, the Council

may make rules with respect to the form and keeping of the register and the

making of entries therein and in particular-

(ﬁ) regulating the making of applications for registration, and
providing for the evidence to be produced in support of applications;

- (b) providing for the notification to the Registrar, by the person Lo
whotn any registered particulars relate, of any change in those particulars;

(¢) requiring aregistered person to have any qualification which is in
relation to Biochemisfs and Molecular | Biologists, either an approved
qualification for the purposes of this Bil.l, registered in relation to his name in
addition to or, as he may elect, in substitution for any o[he} qualifications so
registered;

(d) specifying the fees, including any annmI subscription, to be paid

to the Instituie in respect of the entry of names on the register, and authorlzmg

the Registrar to refuse to entera name on the reg:ster until any fce spec:fcd for

theentry has been pald
(e} specifying anything failing to be specified under the foregoing
provisions of this Scction

(3) Any rules made for the purpose ofparagrdph (d) ofsub section (2)

of thls Section shall not come into force until they are confrn1ed at a special

meeting of the Institute convened for the purpose or at the next Annual General

Meetmg, as the casemay be,
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10.-(1) Subject to Section 16 of this Bill and to rules made under
Section® of this Bill, a persen shall be registered as a member of the
profession if-

(a) he or she passes the qualitying examination for registration
yecognized or conducted by the Council under this bill and completes the
practical training prescribed;

(b) he or she holds a gualification granted and for the time heing
accepted by the Institute and satisfies the Council that he has had sufficient
practical experience asa biochemist and molecular biclogist; or

(c) he or she holds 2 gualification granted outside Nigeria and for
the time being accepted by the Institute which entitles him or her to practice
for all purposes as & biochemist and molecular biologist in the country in
which the qualification was granted, and he or she qualifies for registration
as amember in any of the categories specified in Section 4 ofthis Bilt.

(2) An applicant for regisfration under this Bill shalt, in addition to
evidence of qualification, satisfy the Council that-

' (a) he or she is of good character;

(b) he or she has attained the age of 21 years; and

{¢) he or she has not been convicted in‘Nigeria or eisewhere of an
offence involving fraud or dishonesty.

(3) The Council may, in its discretion, provisionally accepl a
gualification produced in 1 respeci of an apphcahon for reg;stratlon under this
Section, or direct that the application be renewed w1th1n such penod as may
be specified in the direction. '

(4) Any entry directed to be made in the reglster under Sub—secﬁon
(3) of this Section shail show that the registration is provisional and no entry
80 made shall be converted to full registration without the consent of the
Council signified in writing in that behaif. -

(5) The Council shall, from time to time, publish in the Gazette

Registration of
Certified Persons
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particulars of" qualifications for the time being acceptable for registration by the
Institute, _
(a) Foreigners wishing to practice a5 3 professional biochemist or

molecutar biologist in Nigeria must be certified by the Institute:

registration with the Institute shall be so admitted provided they satisfy the
conditions specified in Sub-section (1) and(2) of this Section and pay the
speciﬁedmembership fees; aﬁd

' {¢) Foreign members shalllbe entitled to the rights of membership ag
will from time to time be specified for international members.

11. The functions ofthe Institute shall be to-

(a)determine what standards ofknowledge and skill are to be atrained
by persons seeking to become registered as Biochemists and Molecular
Biologists and reviewing those standards- from time ro time as circumstances
may peﬁnit;

(b) secure in accordance with tHe provisions of L-his Biil the
establishment and naintenance of a register of fe] lows, associate member.s,
professional members, ordinary rﬁembefs and honorary fellows and members
of the Institute and the publication from time to time of the lists of thoge
persons; .

(c) provide for the training, education and conduct examination of
bersons desiring to become Biochemists and Molecular Biologists in
accordan(;e with the provisioné of'this Bill whe_ther in Nig(_eria orelsewhere;

l(d) condu.cf induction courses for aspiring members for a specified
period of time ag may be determine by regulations of the Institute:

(e) issue licenses to any peréons qualified to practice ag Biochemists
and Moiaéular Biologists in Nigerié irrespective of whefc hé.oblains the
quaﬁﬁcation; - ‘

(f) organize-

() conferences, seminars, symposia, meetings, workshop and
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H lectures on Biochemistry and Molecular Biology and related issues;
2 (i) post-qualification courses forits members.
3 (g) regulate the discipline and professional conduct of its
4 members; and
5 (h) perform through the Council the functions conferred on it by
) this Bill.
7 12.-(1) The Counci} may approve any qualification for the Approval of

Qualification

8 purposes of this Billand may for those purposes approve-
9 (a) any course of training at an appraved institution which is
10 intended for persons who are seeking to become or are already Biochemists
11 and Molecular Biologists and which the Council considers is designed 1o
12 confer on persons completing it sufficient knowledge and skill for practice
13 as a Biochemists and Molecular Biologists; and
14 {(b) any qualification which, as a resuli of examination taken in
15 conjunction with the course of training approved by the Council under this
16 section, is granted to candidates reaching a standard at the examination,
17 indicating in the opinion of the Council that the candidates have sufficient
18 knowledge and skill for practice as Biochemists and Molecular Biologists.
19 (2) The Council may, i it deems fit, withdraw any approval given
20 under this Section in respect of any cOurse, qualiﬁcatioﬂ or institution but
21 before withdrawing such an approval the Council shall-
22 (a) give notice that it proposes Lo do so to persons in Nigeria
23 appearing to the Council to be persons by whom the course is conducted or
24 the qualification is granted or the institution is contrelled, as the case may
25 be;
26 (b) afford such persons an opportunity of making to the Council
27 representations with regard to the proposal; and
28 (c)take into consideratibn any representations made as respects the
29 pr.opo'sal in pursuance of paragraph (b) of this subsection.
30 (3) As respects any period during which the éﬁpr'o{fal of the
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Council under this section fora course, qualification or institution s
withdrawn, the_: course, qualification or institution shall not be treated as
approved under this section; but the withdrawal of'such an approval shall nat
prejudice the registration or eligibility for registration of persons who obtained
such qualifications hefore the approval was withdrawn.

(4) The giving or withdrawal of an approval under this section shall
have effect from such date, either before or afier the execution of the
instrument signifying the giving or withdrawal of the approval, as the Councij
may specify in the instrument and the Council shall-

{a) as soon as may be practicable, publish a copy of every such
instrument in the Gazette; and

(b} not later than seven days before its publicaiion, send a copy of the
instrument to the Minister of Health.

13.-(1) There shall be a Committee, to be known as the Education and
Admission Committee under this Bill hereafter referred {0 as "Education
Committee"), which shall be charged with the duty of keeping the Coum;if
informed on the nature of-

(a)the instructions givenatapproved institutions of persons attending
approved courses of training; and

(b) the examinations as a resuit of which approved qualifications are
granted.

(2) For the purposes of performing the duty in Sub-section (1) ofthis
Section, the Education Commitiee may appoint; either from among s
members or otherwise, persons to visit approved institutions or atrend such
examinations.

(3) The Education Committee shall consist of five members elected
during the Institute's Annual General Meeting and all members shali be
certified Biochemists or Molecular Biologists.

(4) The Chainnan shal| be an academic in any tertiary institution in

Nigerian.
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i (5) 1t shall be the duty of the Education Committee to report io the
2 Council on-
3 (a) the sufficiency of the instructions Igiven to persons attending
4 approved courses of training at institutions visited by them or their
5 appointed representatives;
6 (b) the sufficiency of the examinations at{endtd by them or their
7 appointed representatives; and
3 (¢) any other matters relating to the instructions or examinations on
9 which the Council may, either generally orina particular case, request them
10 {o report; but no visitor shail interfere with the giving of any instruction or
11 the holding of any examination.
12 (6) On receiving a report made in pursuance of this section, the
13 Council may, if it thinks fit, and shall if so required by the Institute, send a
14 copy of the report to the person appearing to the Council to be in charge of
15 the institution or respoasible for the examinations to which tie report relates
i6 requesting that person to make observations on the report fo the Coungcil
17 within such period as may be specified in the request, not being less than one
18 month beginning with the date of the request.
19 14.-(1) There shall be a Committee to be known as the Practice Eramccp—-
20 Committee which shallbe charged with the duty of- —
21 (a) conducting a preliminary investigation into any caseé where it is
22 alleged that a member has misbehaved in his or her capacity as a Certified
23 Biochemist or Molecular Biologist, or should for any other reason be the
24 subject of proceeding before the tribunal; and
25 () deciding whether the case should bereferred to the tribunal.
26 (2) The Practice ‘Commitiee shall conslst of five members elected |
27 during the Instifute's Annual General Meeting and all members.shall be_
28 practicing Certified Biochemist or Molecular Biologist. |
29 (3) The provisions of Second .Schedulé to this Bi_ll shall, so faras  Second Scheduic
30 applicable to the Tribunal and Practice Committee respeé[ively, have effect
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with respect to the two bodies,
{4) The Councij May make rules not inconsistent with this Bill as 1o

acts which constitute professional Misconduct,

Biochemists and Molecuiar Bib.logists Dlsciplfnary Tribunal (in this Bill
referred to ag "the Tribunal™), which shallbe charged with-

{a) the duty ofconsidering and determining any case referred o jt by
the Practice Committee: and

(b) any other cage of which the Tribunal has cognizance of under the
Provisions ofthis Bi||.

(2) The Tribunal shall consist of the President of the Co.uncii and six
other membersg ofthe Council appointed by the Councii.

| 16.-(1) Where-

{a)aperson registered under this Billis adjudged by the Tribunal to be
guilty of infamous conduct in any professional respect;

(b) a persc;n fegs'siered under this Bl is convicted, by any court in
Nigeria or elsewhere having power o award punishment oy an offence
whether or not such offence is punishable with imprisonment which in thé
opinion of the Tribunai is incompatible with the status of a member of the
profession: or

{c} the Tribunaj is satisfied thar the name of any person hag been
fraudulently registered, the Tribunal may, if it thinksg fit, givé a direction
reprimanding that Person or ordering the Registrar to strike his name off the
relevant part of the tegister,

{2) The Tribunal may. if it thinks fiy, defer_ its decision as o the giving
of a direction under sub-secrion (1) of this Section until a subsequent meeting
of the Tribuna). ,

(3)No decisiqn_ ofthe Tribu_na!_ shall be deferred under sub-section (2)

ofthis Section for periods exceed g one yearin the aggregate,



2016

Institute of Chartered Biochemists and Molecular Biologists of Nigeria Bill, 2016

C 1785

P O P N R

v o =1

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

the purposes of reaching a decision which has been deferred or further .

deferred, uniess he was present as a member of the Tribunal when the

decision was deferred.

(5) For the p'urposes of sub-section (1) of this Section, a person

shatl not be treated as convicted unless the conviction stands at a time when

no appeal or further appeal is pending or may without extension of time be

brought in connection with the conviction.

(6) When the Tribunal gives a direction under sub-section (1) of

this Section, the Tribunal shall cause notice of the direction to be served on

the person to whom itrefates.

(7) The person to whom such a direction retates may, at any time

within 28 days from the date of service on him of the direction, appeal

against the direction io the Federal High Court and the Tribunal may appear

as respondent to the appeal and, for the pui‘posé of enabling directions to be

given as to the costs ofthe appeal and of proceedings before the Tribunal, the

Tribunal shall be deemed io be a party whether or not it appears on the

hearing of the appeal.

(&) A direction of the Tribunal given under sub-section (1} of this

Section shall take effect where-

() no appeal under this Section is brought against the direction

within the time limited for such an appeal, oronthe expiration of that time:

(b) such an appeal is brought and is withdrawn or struck out for
want of prosecution, on the withdrawal or striking out of the appeal; or

(c) such an appeal is broughtand is dismissed.

(-9) Aperson whose name is removed from the register in pursuance
of a direction of the Tribunai under this Section shall not be entitled to be
registered again except in pussuance ofa direction in that behalf given by the
Tribunal on the application of thai person.

(10} A direction under this Section or the removal of a person's

name from the register, may prohibit‘an application under sub-section {9 of
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this Section by that person until the expiration of such period as may he
detenﬁincd by the Tribunal from the date of the direction and, where he has
duly nlade such an application, from the date othis lastapplication or as may be
speciﬁgd in the direction.

17.-(1) Any person not being a member of the Tnstitute who, but for
this Bill, would have been qualiﬁed_to apply for and obtain mem bership of the
Institute, may, within a period of six months from the commencement of this
Bill, apply for the membership of the Institute in such a manner as may be
prescribed by the Council.

(2) Where an application under sub-section (1) of the Section is

approved by the Council, the applicant shail be enrolled or registered, as the

‘casemay be, according to his qualification.

18.-(1) Subject to sub-section (2) of this Section, a person shall be
deemed to practice as a biochemist ormolecular biologist if, in consideration of
remuneration to be received, and whether by himselfor in partnership with any
person, he- '

(a) engages himself in the practice of Biochemistry and Mo]ercular
Biology or holds himseff oyt to the public as a Biochemist or as a Molecular
Biologist;

(b) renders professional service or assistance in or about matters of
principle or détail relating to Biochemistry or Molecular Biology: and

(c) renders any other service which may by regulations made by the
Council, with tile approval of the Minister of Health, be designated as service
constituting practice as a Biochemist or Molecular Biologist.

(2} Nothing in this Section shall be construed so as 1o apply Lo persons

who, while in the employment of any sovernment or person, are required under

the terms or in the course of such employment, to perform the duties of a
Biochemist or Molecular Biologist.
1%.-(1) The Coumeil may make rules for-

(a) the training with registered members of the Instityte of suitable
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persons as Biochemists or Molecular Biologist; and

(b) the supervision and regulation of the engagement, training and
iransfer of such person.

(2) The Council may also make rules-

(a) prescribing the amount and date for payment of the annual
subscription and for such purpese, different amounts may be prescribed by
ther rales for fellows, associate members, professional members, ordinary
members, honorary fellows and members of the Institute;

(b) prescribing the form of license to practice to be issued annuaily
or, ifthe Council thinks fit, by endorsemerit on an existing license;

{c) resiricting the right to practice as a Biochemist and Molecular
Biologist if in default of payment of the amount of the annual subscription
where the default continues for longer than such period as may be prescribed
by the rules;

(d) restricting the right to practice as a Biochemist or Molecular
Biologist if the qualification granted outside Nigeria does not entitle the
holder to practice as a Biochemist or Molecular Biologist; and

(¢) prescribing the period. of practical' training in the office of a
member of the Institute in practice to be completed before a person qualifies
fora license to practice as a Biochemist or Molecular Biclogist.

(3) Rules when made shall, if the Chairman of the Council so
directs, be published in the Gazette. '

20.-(1) There shall be a Comm ittee, to be known as the "Publicity
Committee "which shallacton behalfof the Institute to-

(a) provide and maintain a library comprising glectronic resourees,
books and publications for the advancement of knowledge of Biochemistry
and Molecular Biology, and such other materials and publications as the
Council may think necessary for the purpose; and

- (b) undertake members’ enlightenment in particular and public

awareness programme in general for the advancement of the practice of

%

Publicity
Committee
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Biochemistry and Meolecular Biclagy.

(2) The Publicity Committee shal] consist of five members efected
during the Institute's bi-annual Congress and al] members shall be certified
Biochemists and Molecular Biologjsts.

21. The Minister may give o the Council directions of 4 general
character or refating generally to particular matters but not to any individua!
person or case with regard to the exercise by the Coun.cil of its functions and it
shall be the duty of the Council to comply with the directives.

22. The Counci] may subject to the.provision of this Bill, make siaff
regulation relating generally to the condition of service of the employees, such
regulation may provide for the appointment, promotion, discipline and appeais
ofthe staff.

‘ 23.-(1) Any regulation made under this Bill shalj he published in the
Federal Governmen Gazette as soon as they are made and a.copy of the

regulations shall be forwarded to the Ministry of Health and Office of the Head

-of Service not less than seven days before they are published.

(2) Rules made for the purpose of this Biil shall be subject to
confirmation by the Institute at js next Annual General Meeting or at any
special meeting of the Institute convened for the purpose, ang if then annuljed
shall cease to have effect on the day after the date of annulment, but without

prejudice to anything done in pursuance or intended pursuance of the

24.-() Ifany person for the purpose ofprocuring the registration of
any name, qualification gr other matter-

(@) makes a staiement which he believes to he false in a2 material
particular; or | _ |

(b)reékiessly makes a statement which is false in 3 material particular,
heis guilty ofan offence.

(2}If, onor afier the relevant date, any person who is not a member of-

the Institute practises as a Biochemist and Mofiecular Biologist for or in.
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expectation of reward or takes or uses any name, title, addition or
description implying that he is in practice as a Biochemist and Moleculas
Biologist, he is guilty of an otfence.

(3) Inthe case ofaperson falling within section 16 of this Bitl-

{a) the provisions of sub-section (2) of this Section shall not apply
in respect of anything done by him during the period of three m onths
mentioned in that Section; and

(b) if within that period he culy applies for membership of the
Institute, then unless within that period he is notified that his application has
not been approved, the provisions of sub-section (2} of this Section shall not
apply in respect of anything done by him between the end of that period and

the date on which he is registered or is notified as aforesaid.

(4) If the Registrar orany other person employed by oron behalfof

the Institute willfully makes any falsiﬁcaﬁon in any matter relating &0 the
register, he is guilty of an offence.

(5) A person guilty ofan offenée under this Section is liable-

(a) on summary conviction, to a fine of an arnount 1ot exceeding
N200,000.00; or B

(by on conviction on indictment, 0 a fine of an amouni not
exceeding N300,000.00 or {o imprisonment for a term not exceeding two
years, or to both such fine and imprisonment.

(6) Where an offence under this Clause which has been committed
by a body corporate is proved to have been committed with the consent or
connivance of or to be atiributable to any neglect on the part of any direcior,
manager, secretary of other simifar officer of the body corperale or any
person purperting to acl in any such capacity, e, as well ag the bod:y
corporate, shali be-

(a) deemedtobe guilty of the offence; and

(b liabie tobe proceeded againstand punished accordingly.

e
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interpretation 1 23, Inthis Bili-

[EN]

"Council” means the Councit established as the governing body ofthe Institute
under Section 2 of this Biil:

"Fees" includes annual subscriptions and any other fecs: _
"Institute™ means the Institute of Chartered Biochemists and Molecular

Biologists of Nigeria established under Clause | ofthis Bill:

=~ N e s g

"Member" means a fellow, associate meniber, professional member, ordinary
8 member, honorary fellow or member ofthe Institute;

9 "Minister"means the Minister charged with responsibility for matters relating
10 tohealth;

Il "President" and"Vice-President” mean respectively the office holders under
12 those namesinthe Institute; '

13 "Register" means the register maintained in pursuance of Section 9 of this Bill;
14 "Tribunal” has the meaning assigned thereto by Section 14 of this Bil1,

Citation 15 26. This Bill may be cited as the Institute of Chartered Biochemists

16 andMolecular Biologists of Nigeria Bifl, 201¢6.

17 _ SCIEDULES

18 FIRST SCHEDULE

19 [Clause 2(5)]
20 SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS RELATING To THE CounciL Anp

21 | THE INSTITUTE

22 Qualifications and tenre of office of members _
23 L.-(1) Subject to the provisions of this paragraph, a member of the

24 Counciishall hold office fcraperiod of two years beginning with the date of his
25-- -appointment or election.
~26 (2) In the case of a person who is a member by virtue of having been
27 President of the Institute, he shall hold office for a period of three years from
o 28 the date ofhis having ceased to be President of the Institiite.
29 (3} Any memﬁer of the Institute who Ceases 1o be a member theragf

30 shall ifhe is also amember ofthe Council, cease 1o hold office on the Council.
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(4) Any elected member may, by notice in writing under his hand
addressed to the President of the Institute, resign his office, and any
appointed member may. with the consent of the Minister. in the same
manner resign his office.

{5) A person who retires from or otherwise ceases to be an elected
member of the Council shall be ctigible again to become a member of the
Council and any appointed member may be reappointed.

(6 Members of the Council shall atits meeting next before the -
annual meeting of the Instifute arrange for the five members of the Council
appointed or elected and longest in office to retire at that bi-annual meeting.

(7) Elections to the Council shall be held in such manner as may be

. prescribed by rules made by the Council, and until so prescribed, they shall

be decided by ashow ofhands.

(8) If {or any reason, there is a vacation of office by a member and-

(a) such member was appointed by the Minister, the Minister shall
appeint another fit and proper person to replace such member; or

(b) such member was clected, the Council may, if the timme between
the unexpired portion of the term of office and the next meeting of the
Tnstitute appears o warrant the fitling of the vacancy, co-opt some {1t and
proper person for such time as aforesaid.

Powers of Council

3. The Council shall have power to do anything which in its
opinion 13 caleniated io facilitate the carrying on of the activities of the
Institute.

Proceedings of Council

3.-(1} Subjecttothe pravisions of this Bill, the Council may in the
name of the Institute make standing orders regulating the proceedings of the
Institate, the Council or any ofthe Councii's or [nstitute's comm ittees.

(2) The standing orders shall provide for decisions to be taken by a

majority of the members, and, in the svent of equality of votes, the President
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of the Institute or the Chairman, as the tase may be, shall have a second or
casting vote.

3) The standing orders made for 3 committee shall provide that the
committee reports back to the Council on any matter within its competence to

decide.

(4) The quorum of the Council shali be seven and the quorum of a
comimittee ofthe Council; shall be determined by the Council.

| Meetings of the institue

4,-(1) The Councii shali convene the annual meeting of the Insritute
oﬁ 30 April in Every year or on such other day as the Council may, from time o
time, appoint so however that if the meéeting is not held within one yearafier the
previous annual meeting not more than fifieen months shall elapse between the
respective dates of the two meetings.

(2) Aspecial meeting of the Institute may be convened by the Council
at any time, and if not less than twenty percent (20%) of the subsisting
members of the Institute require it by notice in writing addressed to the
Registrar of the Mstitute seiting out the cbjects of the proposed meeting, the
Chairman of the Counci] shallconvenea special meeting of the Institute,

| (3) The quorum of any meeting of the Institute shall be ten (10%) of
the subsisting members and thét of any special meeting of the Institute shal be
fifteen (15%).
Meeting of the Council

5.-(1} Subject to the provisions of any standing orders of the Coungil,
the Council shall meet whenever it is summoned by the chairman; and if the
chairman is required to do so by notice in Writing given to him by not less than
seven other members, he shalt summen 2 meeting of the Council to be held
within seven days from the date on which the notige js given.

(2)Atany meeting of the Council, the chairman or in his absence the
vice-chairman shal] preside, but it both are absent, the members present at the

meeting shail appoint one of theirnumber to preside at that meeting.
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(3) Where the Council desires to obtain the advice of any peréon on .

aparticular matter, the Council may co-opt him asa member for such period
as the Council thinks fit; but a person who is a member by virtue of this sub-
paragraph shall not be entitled to vote at any me'ertring of the Céuncil and
shall not count towards a quorum. A

(4) Notwithstanding anything in the foregoing provisions of this
paragraph, the first meeting of the Council shall be sumrﬁoned by -the
Minister, who may give such directions as he thinks fit as to the procedure
which shall be followed at the meeting. - '

Commiflees |

6.-(1) The Council may appoint One or MoTe committees fo carry
out on behalf of the Institute or of the Council such fanctions as the Coﬁncii
may determine.

(2) A commiitee appointed under this paragraph shali consist of the
number of persons determined by the Counrcil, of whom not more than one
third shall be persons who are not members of the Council and a person other
than a member of the Council shall hold office on the committee in
accordance with the terms of the letter by whichheis appointed.

(3) A decision of a comrmittee of the Council shall be of no effect
untititis confirmed by the Council.

‘ Miscellaneous
Seal of authority

7.-(1) The fixing of the seal of the Institute shall be authenticated
by the signature of the President of the Institute or of some other member of
the Council authorised generally or specially by the Tnstitute to act for that
purpose.

(2) Any contract or instrument which, if made‘ or executed by a
person not being a body corporate, would not be required to be under seal,
may be made or executed on behalf of the Institute or of the Council, as the

case may require, by any person generatly or specially authorised to act for
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that purpose by the Council.

(33 Any document purporting to be a document duly executed under
the seal of the Institute shall be received in evidence and shall, unless the
contrary is proved, be deemed to be so executed.

Validity of decisions

9. The validity ofany proceeding é)fthe Institute or the Council orofa
committee of the Council shal} not be adversely affected by any vacancy in
membership, or by any defect in the appointment of a member of the Institute
or of the Council or of a person to serve on the committee or by reason that a
personnotentitied to do so took partin the proceedings.

Declaration of interest

10. Any member of the Ifistitute or of the Council, and any person
helding officeona commlttee ofthe Council, who has a personal interest in any
coniract or arrangement entered inte or proposed to be considered by the
Council on behalf of the Institute, or on behalf of the Council or a committee
thereof, shall forthwith disclose his interest to the President of the Fastitute or to
the Council, as the case may be, and shall not vote on any question relating to
the contract or afran gement.

SECOND SCHEDRULE
[Sections 14 and 137
SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS RELATING To THE DISCIPLINARY TRIBUNAL
AND PRACTICE COMMITTER
The Disciplinary Tribungl

1. The queram of the Tribuna] shall be four of whom at least two shall
be members ofthe profession.

2.-(1) The Chief Justice of Nigeria may make rules as o 1116 selection
of membeérs of the Tribunal for the purposes of any proceeding and as to the
procedure fo be followed and the miles of evidence (o be observed in
proceedings before the Tribunal.

(2) The rules shail in particular provide-
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{2) for securing that notice of the proceedings shall be given at such
fine and in such manner as may be specified by the rles, to the person who
is the sublectof the proceedings:

(o) for determining who in addition to the person aforesaid, shalibe
party to the proceedings;

(¢) for securing that any party to_the proceedings shali, 1t s0
required, be entitled to be heard by the Tribunal;

(@) for enabling any party to the proceedings to be represented by a
legal practitioner;

(e} subject to the provisions of section 12 (7) of this Bill, as to the
costs of proceedings before the Tribunal;

(f) for requiring in 2 case where it is alleged that the person who is
subject of the proceedings is guilty of infamous conduct in any professional -
respect, that where the Tribunal adjudges that the allegation has not been
proved it shali record a finding that the person isnot guilty of such conductin
respect of the matters (o which the allegation relates;

(g) for publishing in the Gazetic notice of any direction of the
Tribunal which has taken effect providing that a person's namec shall be
struck off aregister.

3. For the purposes of any proceedings before the Tribunal, any
member of the Tribunal may administer caths and any party © the
proceedings may issue out of the registry of the Federal High Court writs of
subpoena ad testiscandium and ducestectum; but no person appearing
before the Tribunal shall be compelied- |

(a) to make any statement before the Tribunal tending 10

. incriminate himselt or

. {b) to produce any document under such a writ which he zould nat
be compelled to produce at the trial of an action.

4. For the purpose of advising the Tribunal on question of law

arising in the proceedings vefore it, there shall in ail such proceedings be an

L
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assessor to the Tribunal whe shall be appointed by the Council on the
nomination of the Attorney General of the Federation and shall be a legal
practitioner of not less than ren years'standing.

5.-(1) The Attorney-General of the Federation shall make rules as to
the function of Assessors appointed under th]s paragraph, and in particular
suchrules shall contain provisions for securing that-

(a) where an assessor advises the Tribunal on any question of law as to

. evidence, procedure or any other matters specified by the rules, he shalido sa in

the presence of EVEry party or person representing a party to the proceedings
who appears thereat or, if the advice is tendered while the Tribunal s
deliberating in private, that every such party or person as aforesaid shall be
infofmed whatadvice the assessor has tendered;

{b) every such party or person as aforesaid shall be informed if in any
case the Tribunal does not accept the advice of the assessor on such a question
as afm‘esaid

(2) An assessor may be appointed under this paragraph either
generally or for any partlcular proceedings or class of proceedings and shall
hold and vacate office in accordance with the terms of the instrument by which
he is appointed.

The quorum of the Commitree shail be three

6.-(1)The committee may, at any meeting of the Panel attended by ail
the members of the Panel make standing orders with respecttothe Panel.

(2) Subject to the provisions of any such standing orders, the Pane)
may regulate its own procedure.

7 Miscellaneous

7.-{1} A person ceasing tobea member of the Tribunal or the Pane]
shall be eligible for re-appointment as a member of that body.

(2) A person may, if otherwise eligible, be a member of hoth the -

Tribunal and the Panel; but no person who acted as amember of the Panel with

-
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respect to any case shail actasa member of the Tribunal with respect to that
case. ’

8. The Tribunal orthe Panel may act notwithstanding any vacancy
in its membership and the proceedings of either body shali notbe invalidatrﬂ:gi (
by any irregularity in the appointment of amember of that body, or subject tc;
paragraph 9 (2) of this Schedule by reason of the fact that any person who
was not entitled to do so took part in the proceedings of that body.

9. Any document authorised or required by virtue of this Bill to be

‘-CJOQ\.IU‘\M-F}—WI\J

served on the Tribunal or the Panel shali be served on the Registrar

,....
=]

appointed in pursuance of section 6 of this Bill.

—
s

10. Any expenses of the Tribunal or the Panel shall be defrayed by

2

r

the Institute.
EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
This Bill seeks fo estabhs‘n Institute of Chartered Biochemisis and_
Molzcular Blologlsts charged with the responsnbshnes to among other
things determine standards of knowledge and skill to be attained by persons
seeking to become registered Riochemists and Molecular Biologists.
- register such persons, regulate and control their practice and review those

standards from time to time as circumstances may permit.







