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A BILL

FOR
AN ACT TO AMEND THE FEDERAL POLYTECHNICS ACT (CAP F17, LAWS OF
THE FEDERATION OF NIGERIA, 2004), TO REVIEW TUE RETIREMENT AGE
OF STAFF OF FEDERAL POLYTECHNICS, HARMONIZE THE TENURE OF TIE
Orrici OF THE RECTOR AND OTHER PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE
FEDERAL POLYTECHNICS IN NIGERIA AND FOR OTHER RELATED MATTERS
Sponsored by Senator Ali Wakili
| [

ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria as [’61!0\?\15:

1. 'The Federal Polytechnies Act, Cap F17, Laws of the Federation
ol Nigeria, 2004 (in this Act referred to as “the Principal Act”) is amended as
setoutinthis Act,

2.—(1)Secti011 2(1)(a) of the Principal Act Is amended by
substituting for the.existin g as follows: |

(2) The functions of each polytechnic shall be-

{a) To provide full-time or part-time courses of instruction and
training to produce middle and high level manpower-

(i) in technology, applied science, commeree and management;
and . . -

(ii} in such other fields of applied learning relevant to the needs of
the development of Nigeria‘ in the areas of industrial and agricultural
producticn and distribution and for research in the development and
adaptation of techniques as the Council may from time to time deiermine;

3.~(1) Section 3 of the Principal Act is amended by subsititﬁting for
the exisling anew scction Jas follows-

(2)-(1) There shall be established for cach Polytechnic a Governing

Council (hereafter in this Act referred to as “the Council”), which shall be 2
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body corporate with perpetual succession and a common seat and imay suc and
besued in its corporate name.

(2)The Council shall congist of a Chairman and the following other
members:

(a) Four persons representing a variety of interests and broadiy
representative of the whole federation, at least one of whom shall be awoman;

(1) One person representing the alumni association;

(¢) A rcpresenl:ativé of the community where the polyrechnic is
situated;
| {¢) The Rector;

() The Deputy Rector(s);

) One person representing the Federal Ministry of Education or
I [ g Y

Regulatory Agency;

{g) Two persons not below the rank of Chief Lecturer clected by the
Academic board from among its members;

(h) Three persons not below (he rank of Senior Lecturer or its
equivalent elected by the Congregation from ameng its members i which one
shall be non-teaching staff;

(3) (i) The Chairman and members of the Council other than ex-
officio members shall be appointed by the President and Comm nndervin{‘hiél‘
of the Armed Forees;

(ii}_ Persons to be appointed to the Council shall be persons of proven
integrity. knowledgeable and acquainted with the working and tradition of the
Technical and Vocational education.

(4} Any member of the Councii other than an ex-officio member shall

hokl office for a period ofthree years atthe first instance and may be eligible for

- re-appointment for another period of three years and no more.

(5)The governance structure of cach polytechnic shall be composed
of-

() Governing Council;
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(b) Academic Board,

{c) Management Committee;

(d) School Board; and

(2) Departmental Board. 7

(6) The provisions sct out in the Second Schedule to this Act shall
apply in relation to the Council, governance structure and other matters
therein specified.

4. (1) Section 4 of the Principal Act is amended by substituting for
the existing subsection (1) as follows:

(2).-(1} The President and Commandes-in-Chiel” of the Armed
Forces shall be the Visitor to cach Polytechnic.

5. Section 6 of the Principal Act is amended by substituting for the
existing a new section 6 as follows:

6. -(1) A Registrar shall hold office for a single tenure of five years
beginning from the effective date of his appointment and on such terms and
conditions as may be specified in his letter of appointment.

(2) where a Registrar has held office for five years or less o the
commencementofthis Act, he shall be deemedto have been serving his final
term of oftice.

(3) Section § ef the Principal Act is amended by substituting for
the existing anew SGCtiOI].S as follows:

7.-(1) There shall be a Rector of each Polytechnic (in this Act
referred to as 'the Rector) who shail be appointed by the President,
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces in accordance with the
provisions of this section. )

(2) Where a vacancy occurs in the post of the Rector, the Council
shall;

{a) advertise the vacancy not later than six months (6) to the
expiration of the term of the seating Rector in not less than two national

newspapers in Nigeria, specitying--
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(1) the qualifications of the persons who may apply for the post, which
shall be a Chief Lecturer in the Polytechnic sector with at feast Hive years
experience on that position among other criteria and

(ii) the terms and conditions of service applicable to the post, and
thereafter, draw up ashortlist of suitable candidates for censideration;

(b) constitute a Search Team consisting of —

(i) a member of the Council, not being a member of the Academic
Board, as chairman; _ -

(ify two members of the Academic Board, not below the rank ofChie‘f'
Lecturer;

(it} two members of Academic Staff not betow the rank of Chiel
lecturers to be elected from among its members.

(3) A Joint Council, Academic Board and Congregation Selection
Board consisting of -

(a)ihe Chairm;—m of the Couneil;

{(b) two members of the Council, not being members of the Academic
Board;

(c) two members of the Academic Board not below the rank of Chief
Lecturer, who were not members of the Search Team elected among its
members; and

(d) two members of the'C(mgregatim not below the rank of Chicl
Lecturer who were not members of the Search Team elected among iis
members, shall consider the__candic_{atcs on th.e short st drawn up under :
subsection (2) of this section through an examination of their curriculum vitae
and interaction with them and recommend in order of performance ranking,
through the Council, to the President and Commander-in-Chief of the Armed
Forces, three candidales for his consideration.

(4y The President and Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Iorces
shall appoint, as Rector, one of the candidates recommended to him under the

provisions of subsection (3) of this section,
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{5) Subject torthis Act and th:a gi’.l.‘lfi-l'-ﬂl co’nﬁ’bl of the Council, the
Rector shall be the Chief executive of the Polytechnic and shali be charged
with general responsibility for matters relating to the day-to-day
management operations of the polytechnic.

(6) The Rector shall:

(a)(iY hold office for a siigle-tenure of five years beginning with
the effective date of kis appointment and on such terms and conditions as
may be specified in his letter of appointment,

{ii) Where a Reclor was appointed on four-year teaurc on the
commencement of this Act, his tenure shall be exténded for peried of ole
year to complete the single-tenure of five years in line with subsection (e}
above;

(it} Where a Rector is serving second tenure of fouryears on the
commencement of this Act, he shall be deemed w have been serving his final
term of office;

(b) have power to cxercise general authorily over staft and be
responsible for discipiine inthe polytechnic; and

(¢) his remureration shall be deteemined by the Nationa] Salarics
and Wages Commission.

8. Section 9 ofthe Principal Act is amended by substituting for the
existing anew section 9as follows::

9.-(1) There shall be for each polytechnic af ieast one Deputy
Réctor and such ntimbérs as the Council may, from time to time, deem
necessary for the proper administration of the Polytechnic:

{(2) Where a vacancy seeurs in the post of Deputy Rector, the

" Rector shall Forward to the Académic Board & list of twa candidates foreach

post of Deputy Rector thatis vacant,
(3) The Academic Béard. shall elect Tor each vacanl post one
candidate from each list forwarded to it under sybsection (2) af this section

and forward his name to the Council for confirmation.

Amendment Lo
Seclion 9 ol the
Principal Aut

Leputy Reclor(s)




C 1578

Federal Polytechnics (Amendment) Bill, 2017 2017

Amendment to
Section 10 ¢l the
Principal Act

Other Pringipal
OMeers of cach
Polytechnic

L . O O T

- o0 ~3

Ty

12

13
14
15
16

v

18

19 -

(4) Where-

(a) the Academic Board rejects the two candidates forwarded to i1 by
the Rector under subsection (2) of this section, the Rector shail sitbmit another
list;

(b) the Council rejects the name sent to it under subsection {(3)of this
section, the Academic Board shall send the name of' the other candidate on the
list forwarded to it by the Rector under subsection {2} ofthis section.

The existing subsections (4) and (5} are fo be renumbered accordin oly,

(5) The Deputy Rector(s) shall- '

{a)assistthe Rector in the performance of'his functions;

(b) act in the place ofthe Rector when the postof Rector is vacant or if
the Rector is for any reason absent or unable to perform his function as Rector
and .

(¢) perform such other functions as the Rector or the Council m ay
Trom, time totime, assign to him.

{6) The Deputy Rector{s)--

(a) shall hoid office for a single tenure of four years heginning from

the effective date of his appointment and on such terms and conditions as may

bespecified in his letter oFappointment:

(b) Where a Deputy Rector was appointed on two-year tenure on the
commencement of this Act, his tenure shall be extended for a period of two
years to complete the single-tenure of four years in line with subsection {6a)
above;

(¢) Where a Deputy Rector is serving second tenure of two years on
the commencement of this Act, he shall be deemed to have been serving his
final term of office.

& Section 10 of the Principal Act is amended by substituting for the
existing anew section 10 as follows: |

10.-(1) There shall be for cach Polytechnic the following other

principal officers in addition to the Deputy Rector(s):
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(a) the Registrar,
{b)the Bursar; and

(¢) the Polytechnic Librarian,

who shall be appointed by the Council on the recommendation of the

Selectlon Board consu[utcd undersection 12 ot' this Act.

(2)The Burswr shall bethe chief financial officer ofthe Polytcchmc
and be responsible to the Rector for the day-to-day administration and
control ofthe ﬁﬁancia] affairs ofthe Po!yi‘cchnic, ‘

(?)Th-é Polytechnic Libré\rian shall be ;'espoﬁéiblc to thé Rector for
the administration of the Polytechnic Library and th co-ordination ofthe
11b1 ary services in the teaching units of the Pc)lyt(,chm(,

{4) The Bursar or Libraian—

() Shail hold office fora single tenure of five years beginning from
the effective date of his appointmeﬁl and on such terms and conditions as
may be speciﬁcd inhis letter 61’appéintment; '

(b) Wherca Bursar or I.Abrariﬁn fras held office for"ﬁvc years.or less
on the commenccment of this Act, he shall be deemed to havebeen serving
hlS finalterm ofoffice. |

9. Section 12(1}ofthe PrmmpalAct is "lmended by substituting for

the exnstm;:, anew subsection (1) as follows:

2.-(1) There shall be 101 ‘each POIylecth a seleclmn Board which

shall consist of-
(a) the Chairman of t:helCouncil;
(b) the Rectorj
(c) four members of the Council not being members of the

Academic Board;

(&) two members of the Academic Board not being members of

Council and not below ihe rank of Chief Lecturer elected from among its

members and

(e) three members of the congregation not below the rank of
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Pri‘ncil.ml liléctl.ar-e‘r or %tséqui\fﬂléut elected from am'ong its members in which
one shall be non-teaching stafT.

10. Section 14 of the Principal Act is amended by inserting new
subscetions (3)and (4) as follows-

14. Application of Pension Act:

(3) A law or-rufe roquiring & person to retire from the Public Service

- afler serving for thirty five (35) years or having attained the age of 60 years in

service, shall notapply to staffof polytechnics,

(@) Notwithstanding anything fo the contrary . contained in the

Pensions Reform Act, the gompulsory retirement age of staff of Polytechnics

sh_éllbe sixty five (65) years.
| 11. Sectien 15(1) of the Principal Act is amended by substituting for
the existing a new subsection (1) as follows: |

15, The Academic Board:

(1} There shall be established for each polytechnic a board (o be
known as {he Academic Board which shall consist o [’U‘},C.___l"ol_‘l‘o\,villg members:

(a) the Rector of the polytechnic, as the Chairinan;

(b) the Deputy Rector(s) of the polytechnic;

() all Heads ot academic Departments and Units; -

() the Polytechnic Librarian; . -

(¢) not more than two members of academic staff whe. are not
members of the Academic Board and:not below the tank of senior lecturer
clected from among its members, Such members shall serve for ngnrcnew—ible:
term of three years; _

(B all Deans and academic Direclors, and

- (g)all ChiefLecturers.

2. Section 16 of the Principal Act is amended by substituting for the -

-cxisting section anew section 16 as follows:

- 16.-(1) Where it appears to the Governing Council that a member of-

the Council otherthan an ex-officio member or the Rector should be removed.
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1 from office on the ground of misconduct or inability te pelfi’dl‘lla' ‘the
2 functions of his office, the Council shalt make a recommendation through
| 3 the Minister to the Federa) Executive Courcil and if, the Federal Execdtivc
4 Council approves of it, the Minister shall declare the office of such member
5 or Rector vacant.
6 (2) The Minister may recommend the removal of any member of
7 the Governing Council or Reetor {o the Federal Exceutive Council, if T is
8 satisficd that it is not in the interest of the public or of the polytechnic that
g such aperson should continue us a member ofthe:Council. '
10 (3) In casc of vacancy in the olfice pflhc Rectort, the Council shall
11 appoint an acting Rector who shallnotbe in 6‘f’ﬁ-cc for morc than 6 months.
12 (4) There shall be no-sole ﬂdministrétion in any Polytechnit in
13 Nigeria. '
- 14 13, The First Schedule to the Principal Act is amended by
15 substituting for the existing Scction L. witha nc:_v& ‘S—écLiOU j as follows-
16 FIRST Scr—nsl‘)utfz
17 POLYTECHNICS
18 . [Section []
19 The polytechnics referred to in section | ofthis Actare 215;"["91/1-0\\?8-
20 (a)’l"hé Federal Polytechnic, Ado-Ekiti;
21 (1) The Federal Polytechnic, BBauchi;
22 - {¢) TheFederal Polytechnic, Bida;
23 {d) The Federal Polytechnic, Idah;
24 (&) The Federal Polytechnic, Taro;
25 (f) The Federal Pblyt:echnic",‘:Kem ra-Namoda;
26 " (g) The Yaba Cot[cgé of'ri"echl"mm oy, Yaba;
27 (h)The Federal Polytechinic, Mubi;
28 (i) The Federal l"‘olytechnic,Nasarawa;
29 - (j) The Federal ]}olytcchnic,'U-1'1waha—Aﬁl'<po;
30 (k) The Federal Polytechnic, Kaduna;
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(1) Federal Poly[echnic, Edc;
(m) Federal Polytcchmc Offa
: (n) chcml[’olytcchmc Damdtulu
‘ _ (0)_‘Fed(‘:ral Polytcchr_nc, Oko; _emd
()] chm:a_l Polyteehnic, Nekede,
(ql) Federa'l -Polytechnic, Ekowe;
{r) Federal Polytechnic Oil and Gas, Bonny,
(s) Flc.derai Polytcclmic, Bimin-Kebbi;
(t) 1“cdc:1'11]3olytechmc Bali; _
(u)Natmnal Institute of Construction Tc,chno]ogy, U1 om
L)) Federal I’_olyteclm ic, Kazaure;
(w) Federal Polyt_echnic,‘ Uk.a;_la.;
(x) Aii(:hi ]_"0]yl;e¢hni;, Auchi_; and
{y)}Federal Polytechnic, HCNO]L-]_] i .
13. Section 3 of the Secon;c[ Schedule is amended by Vsubstituting for
lthe existing se:ct_i{m.ﬂ new section 3 as follows:
‘_C_,'gil}wﬂin‘ees N
3(1) The Counci‘j may appoint one or more committees to whicﬁ it
may delegate any of'its leIllCti()l‘IS.‘ |
(2} Wilhoui JlLﬂJdlCG to ihc gjcnclahty 0[ sub-paragraph (1) ofthls
Schedule, the Council %ha]l a )p(}mtt]m followmg comm:tlces tlnt 18-
(a)the Appo_l_‘l_'ltm(}l"lls and Proniotions Com mltlcc which Shcll I
(i) consist of R-cctor _as-lhc chairman and féur other members who
shall be appointed by the Counul L B
(ii) be charged wnh the 155])01)51]31111)/ for makmg recommendations
to the Council on the apponm'ncnt and promotion of the academic and senior
non-teaching sta ﬂ" ofthe polytcﬂmic and havc a dt}Ol“Ll 1&1 ofthree mem herS.
(b) the Jumm Stalf Appomtmcnts ﬂnd Pmmotlons Committee thch
shall consist of a Deputy Rcctm as (,haum'm and lom other members to be

appointed by the Rector and si mll have the pow<;15 sct_out in section 13(2)(h)
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_ 1 _ and scctiqp_l‘) ofthis A__c__t; ‘

2 B (p) the Committee. on Students' Affairs which shall copsist of the

3 following members-

4 . ()aDeputy Rector as chairman;

5 {it) one member ofthe Councii;

6 . (iii)j{)fcan q.l"S.tu_c_]cu*gsAf“l’airs;

7 (iv) two members of the academic staff not, below the rank of

8 Sepig),r Lecturcr; and

9 (v) two representatives of the Students Union of ﬂw polytechnic;
10 and the Commiltee on Students' Affairs shall be charged with the duty of;

17 ) (1) COIlbldLl ing any matter whiglrelates tothe, w:.,]fcu eofstudents:

12 (ii) any other matter referred. to. it by cujmr,t e Council or

13 management of the poiytechnic;

4 {iii) any matter which the stuggnts wish to refer jo Council shall be

15 referred to the manggement in the fiest instance which may, in turn refen the

16 matter to the Committee on Students' Affairs. oL
17 [(3).No decision ofw L Committee of Counci] shallhave effectundess

18 itis con[nmc,dbythaComel e T

19 . 14, Sectiops 4 and 6 0f the Second Behedule jo the Principal Actis ngmln;g;\l of |

aecton a1} on
20 amended by substituting for t.lgvc.gx.is_ti;H gscetion 4 subsection (1)and section E(C;)CE{ I;?%(;éﬁ]ucmud
21, ., 6subseetion (2) with now subscetions as follows: ., . A

22 ' FProceedings of the Council

23 - 4{1) The Gouneil shall megt for the g(;)nd‘t‘ucl«;qf'_mgil1éss onceina

24 quarlerexeoptforemergency. . Lo e Ll

25 6(2) Two.third ofmembers shall form.a quorum at any meeting of

26, theCouncil. e e

’ ’ - o Amendment fo
27 . 15, The Sccond Schedule te: the Principal. Act is amended by  Section vand 10
: R O MR ER e L A R _ ok the Socond

28, . - insertingnew.scction9and 10 asfollows: . sehoduleto the

Principal Act
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: (,omposmon and Fi m?cuom of Managentent (,o.'mmme, School cmd
Depm fmental Boards

9.- (;1)(1) There shalfbe & Mdndgcmcm Cornitlee nmdc up of all the
Prin-ci'p,al, Officers of -the Polytechnic, alk Peais and Directors in the
Polytechnic;, _ |

(ii) the Rector shalt be tl-w Chairman of the Management Committec;
and 7 ' :

it ) the Management Cbmm’rtteq shall méet_ at leastence ina monthto
discussandtake dcéi‘;imw onmatters of gcncral interest to the Polytechnic.

(b)(#yThere shallbea q}Lhooi Board for cach school inthe Po[ymchtm

mddc up ofat the Academic ‘stdf Fin that Suhool

(ii}-the School Board s‘hal I dealwith aeadémi.c. mﬁttcrs and mﬁ' other
matter of interest to the Schoeioa any matter assigned to it By the Council, the
Rectoror the /\cadcmm Board; _

(iiythe Dean shallbe thccha irman ol the School 13oard; and

{iv) the Pear shatf be clected from among the.A.eademic S_tafﬁ' not |
betow the rank of Chief Lecturer in that Scheol-for a temure of th re.s: y'cars.aﬁd
not immediately renewable, . | ' -

(e)(i)There sha[’l’_bé a Dcpartmcnt'cﬂ' Board foreach Dcpa‘rtmcnt uiihe
Polytechnic made up efall the Academie Stait'in that dcpé-rtme‘nt;

{iry thc D.Cpartmcntal Beara Shili:]rdt.‘ﬁi with academic matters-and any
ethu matter oLt interesttothe Dc.pm tment; . '

' (m) tiie Head of Department .shal! be (,lmunmn of the Departmental
Hmud .md _

- (ivy the Head of Depar mem shall be LILCLLd from among} ihe
/\s:.cadc_mlc btaﬂ‘_ not below the rank ef Scenior Lecturer in that d_chu‘Lm enl-lo: a
tenureef threcyears and not iﬁnncd‘imc{y rencwable. 7

- (d.-) thré tlicre isno cjl:—arlilicd candidate l’gr {he position of Dean or

Head of Department, the Rector shall appoint an Acting Deart not below the

rank of Senior Leeturer or Acting Head of Department not below the rank of
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.ecturer § fora p_cr'iodx){" one year in the first instanéc and -rcnc,;wablc once
and no more.

{c) Nothing n this Act shall prevent the management Commitiee
and Boards from making supplementary rules to guide their procecdings
provided suchrulesare net i,nco.nsis.tcnt with the provisions of this Act.

- Fstablishment of the Congregation

10. There shall'be l’af the polytechnic, a Congregation made of
both Acadenaic and Senier Non-Teaching staff, who holds at least a first
degree ot its uquivalcni—

(a)the Rector shali be {he Cliairman ofthe Congregation and

(&) theTongsregation shall mect atlcast oﬂcc,; inayear,

16. The existing Section 9, 1 0 and 11 arere-numbered accordingly.

7. This Bill 'may be cited as the licderat Polytechnics  ciwtion
(Amcndmcht) 13}, 2017,

EXPLAN A'I'OI{Y MEMORANDUM
(This does n:o!fomr port of the above Act, but it is intended ‘o expluin
its purport) |
‘This 13ill secks to amend the TFederal Polytechnics Act (CAT F17, LN,
20043 to among, other things-review the relirement zigc of staff of Federal
polytechnics in Nigeria and to harmonize the tenure of the office of the

Rectorand other principal officers o Fthe Foderal Polytechnics in Nigeria.







