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ABILL
 FOR

AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF. A SCHEME FGR
COMPENSATION FOR CRIMINAL INJURIES AND FORMATTERS CONNECTED
THEREWITH _ 7
_Sponsored by Senator Emmanuel Andy Uba
B

BE.IT ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal
Republic ofNigeria as follows: :

1.-(1) The Minister of Justice shali ‘.make arrangements for the
payment of ‘compcns-ation to, or In respect of, persons who have sustained
one or more criminal injuries.

(2} Any such arrangements shall include the making of a scheme
providing, in particular, for:

{a) The circumstances in which awards may be made inchiding but
not limitedto: |

(i)arson,

(i) assault,

{iii) cruelty to children,

_(ivykidnaping, .

 (v)marder,
. {vi}rape,-

(viiyrobbery,

Eviii) terrorism, . :

(ix)unauthorised use of explosives:;‘épd o

(b)the categories ofpersonsito whorﬁ{awards may be made.
- (3) The scheme shall be known as. the “Criminal Injuries

Compensation Scheme hereinafterreferred to aslithe Scheme".

(4) The scheme. shall take effect whether or not an arrest or a
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conviction has been secured.

&) Where a cbnﬁiéﬁon 'has-'”been secured, the cdﬁvict shall bear the
cost of the cm‘n-pen.sation payable té fhe victim.

2.(1) The amount of compensation payable under an award shali be
determined in accordance with the provisions of the Scheme.

2) Proviﬁ(m shall be rﬁade-for:

(a) a.tstandard.am_ount_ -of compensation, determined by reference to
the nature of the injury;

{b) in such cases as may be specified, an additional amount of '
éompensation calculated with respect to loss of earnings;

(¢) in such cases as may be specified, an additional amount of
compensation calculated with -respéct to special expenses; and

(d) in cases of fatal injury, such additional amounts as may be

. specified or otherwise determined in accordance with the Scheme.

(3)-Pr0vision shali be made for the standard amount to be determined:

- (8) in accordance with a table (lithe Tariff") prepared by the Minister
of Justice as part of the Scheme andsuch other provisions of the Scheme as may
be reievaﬂt; or - ,

{b) where ﬁo provisioﬁ is made in thé Tariff with :"ésbeqt 1o the injury:
in question, in accordance with such provisions of the Séhe_-rﬁe as may be
relevant. | - |
| (4) The Tariff shalt show, in respect of each déécription of injury
mentioned in the Tariff, the standard amount of compensation payable in
respect ofﬁtatdescnptmn of injury.

{5) An injury may be described in the Tariff in such a way, mcludmg

by reference to the nature of the injury, its severity or the circumstances in

which it \#as_ sustained, asthe Mjﬁis!cr of Justice considers appropriate. -
_.(6)The Ministérof J usticeiﬂay atany time alter the Tariff:
(a) by adding to the descnphons ofi m_;ury mentioned there‘

(b}by removinga descnptmnof mjury,
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1 (c) by increasing or reducing the amount shown as the standard
2 amount of compensation payable in respect of a particular description of
3 injury; or
4 ¢d) in such other way as he considers appropriate.
5 {7) The Scheme may:
6 (a) provide for amounts of compensation not to exceed such
7 maximum amounts as may be speciﬁed; |
8 (b} include such transitional provision with i‘espect to any
9 alterationofits  provisions relating to compensation as the Minister of
10 Justice ecnsiders appropriate. |
1 3.-(1) The Scheme may, in particular, include provision: Claims and
12 (a)as to thé circumstances in which an award may be withheld or e
13 the amount of compensation reduced; :
14 (b) for an award to be made subject to conditions;
15 .('c) for the whole or any part of any compensation to be repayable in
16 specified circumstances;
17 " {d) for compensation to be held subject to trusts, in §:'1_1ch cases as
18 may be"determinéd in accordance with the Scheme;’
19 ' () requiring claimé under the Scheme 'to 'be'fmadef.;within such
20 _periods and the method of application as may be ‘specified bythe Scheme;
21 and” R | o |
22 (f)imposing othertitive limlts o
23 (2)Where in accordance w1th any provision of the Scheme it fal]s 7
24 to one person to satisfy" another as ‘to any matter, the standard of proof
25 required shall be thatapplicablein civil proceedmgs SO -
26" [E])] Where, ifi accordance with any provision of the Scheme made
27 by virtue of stibsection (1y ('c}f'r'any‘ amount falls to be repai(‘_l‘ it shall be
28 " recoverable asd debtdue totﬁéfFééera] Gevernment. © © o
% - {4y "The - Scheme ‘shall “include provision for *claims - for
30 compensétion to be determinedéhd awards and payments of co;npéﬁsation'
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1 to be made: _
2 (a) ifa Scheme manager has been appointed, by persons appointed for
3 the purpose by the Scheme manager; but
4 - (b)otherwise by persons ("claims officers™) appointed for the purpose
5 bythe Minister of Justice.
6 {5) A claims officer:
7 (2} shall be appointed on such terms and conditions as the Minister of
8 - Justice considers appropriate; but.
9 (b) shall not be regarded as having been appointed to exercise
10 functions of the Minister of Justice or to act on his behalf,
il (6) No decision taken by a claims officer shall be regarded as having
12 . beentaken by, or on behaifof, the Minister of Justice,
13 (7)IfaScheme maﬁager has been appointed:
14 (&) he shall not be regarded as exercising functions of the Minister of
15 Justice or as acting on his behaltf: and ‘
16 _ (b) no decision taken by him or by any pefson appointed by him shall
17 be regarded as havmg been taken by, or on behalf of, the Minister of Justice.
Reviews 18 4 -(1) The Scheme shall include prowsmn for the review, in such
19 cu‘cumstances as may be specified, of any-decision taken in respect of a claim
20 for compensatlon
21 (2) Any such ,review mu.st be conducted by a person other than the
- 22 person whomadethe deciéion— uhder TEeView.
Appeals 23 5.-(1) The Scheme shall include provisions:
24 (a)-for rights of appeal against decisions taken on reviews under
25 provisions ofthe Schéiﬁe made by virtue of section 4.‘ and'.-
26 (b) for such: appeals to be determined. by persons {"adjudicators™)
27  appointed for the purpose by the Msmster of Justice.”
28 (2) If 2 Scheme: mamager is appointed, his responsibilities shall not
29 . extendto any provisien oi:' the Scheme made by virtue of this section except so
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' far as the provision relates to functions of persons mentioned in subsection

RO DN

{3)The Scheme may include provision:
(a) for adjydicators to be appointed as members of a body having

responsibility (in accordance with the provisions of the Schemic) for dealing

~withappeals;

(b) for'the appoihtmént by the Minister of Justice of one of the
members of that body to be its chairman;

(c) for the appointment of staff by the Minister of Justice for the

‘purpose of administering those pfovisions of the Scheme which relate to the

appeal system;
(d) for specified functions in relation to appeals to be conferred oﬁ:
(i) claims officers;or - ' ' '
(ii) persons appointed by the Scheme manager as mentioned in
section 3(4)(a). ' '
V {4) Any pe,r-éon appointed inder this section by the Minister of
Justice: B

{(a) shall be appointed on such terms as the ‘Minister of Justice

‘considerappropriate; but

(b) shall not be regarded as having been appointed fo exercise

functions of the Minister of Justice or o act on his behaif.

 (5)No decision taken by an adjudicator shiall be fegarded as having
" been taken by, or on behalf o_{",' the Ministerofjﬁstiue. |
(6) The Scheme shall inélude pfoiri_sioﬁ as to the giving of advlce
by adjﬁdic:itqfs fo the Minister of Justice. ' .

(7) The Mitiister of Justice may at any time remove a persont from -

office asan adjudicator if satisfied that: =~
" (a)hehas been convicted of a criminal Q’ﬁéﬁbﬁ:?

(b} he has become bankrupt or has had his estate sequestrated or

" as made an arrangement with, or granted atrustdeed for, his creditors; of
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accounts

{c)heis otherwise unable orunfit toperform his duties.

(8) The power conferred by section 3(1) (a) to provide for the
reduction of an amount of compensation includes power to provide for a
reduction where, in the opinion of the adjudlcator or adjudicators determining
an appeal, the appeal is frivolous or vexatious.

6.-(1) The Scheme shall include provisions:

 (a) for such person or persons as the Minister of Jusiice considers -

appropriate to make an atmual report to him; and
(b) forthe report: | |
_(D) tobe made as soon as possible after the end of each financial year;
and . _
(ii) tocoverthe operation of, and the disgharge offunctions conferred

by, the Scheme duringrfhe yearto which i relates. .

(2) The Miﬁ'{ster of Justice shall thr'dugh the President lay before each

‘House of the Natmnal Assembiy acopy of every such annual report.

(3)The Scheme shall also mciude provisions:

(a) for sueh:pcr_son or persons as the Minister of J_ustice'cnnsidgrs :

Appropriate:..,

(u} to prepare a statement of accounts in each fi nanmal year in such :

- form as thePresident may direct; and

(b) requmng such a statement uf accom}ts to be submrtted to the .

(4) Where sucha statemant of accounts is submltted to the mester of :
_Ju'siice he shall send acopy of itto Ihe Accountam General of thc Fe.deratlon "

" andthe Auditor General for the Federatlon as soonas is reascnably prachcable .
' &) TheAccountant Genera} 01‘ theF ederanon and Auditor Generaf for - -
: the Federatmnshall -

(i) to keep proper accounts and propcr records in relaﬂon to the -

* (a) examine, certify. and report on any. statemem of accounts sentto -
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him under subsection (4); and

" (b) lay copies of the statement and of h;s report before each House
ofthe National Assembly. '

(6) In this section “financial year'; -meahs the periodbeéi'nning with

the day en which this section comes into force and ending withthe foliowmg :

31st December and each successive period of 1 2 menths

7.-(1) Every assignmeént of, or charge on, an award and-every

agrecment to assagn or charge an award shall be void.

(2) On the bankruptcy of a person in whose favour an award is
made, tire award shall not pass to any frustee of - other personactmg on behalf
ofhis creditors. _ '

8.-(1) The Minister of Justice may pay such remunera{mn
allowances or gratuities to.or in respect of clmms officers and oﬂter pcrsons

appointed by him under this Act (other than ac_ljudlcators).as obtamed inthe

“Civil Service of the Federation.

(2) The Mmister of Justice may pay, or make such paymeuts

towards the provision of, such remuneration, and allowances m o in Tespect

- of adjudicators, as obmme_xi inthe gencrai gundelmes ofthe CWi]:Seryfe_e of

the Federation.

(3 'I'he Minister of Justice shall not make any payment by way of

-office under section 5(7).

(4) Sums required for the paymmﬂ of compensat:on in accordance ‘
with the Scheme shall bepmﬂded by the Mmisterof Justice out of money"
| provided by the Nationat Assembty.

Tnaticnability of
awards

Financial

. provisions

:cnmpcnsatlon for toss of office te 2ny adjudlcator whois remeved from

“{5) Where a Scheme manager has been appomted the Mm:ster of

Justice may make such payments to him, in pe@ect of the discharge of hns o

" funétions in relation to me.Schcme, as obtamed-m the Cwﬂ Service of the -
' 'Fedemuon o - ' '

(6) Any expenses incurred by the Minister ef Justice under thls Act
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shall be paid out of money provided by the National Assembly.

ot

2 * {7) Any sums received by the Minister of Justice under any provision
3 of the Scheme made by virte of section 3(1) (c) shall be paid by him into the
. 4 - Consolidated Reveniue Fund of the Federation. _
gzﬁfr:?! Assembly-_ 5 - 9.-(1) Before making the Scheme, the Minister of Justice shall

6  through the President lay a draft of it before the National Assembly.

7 .- (2) The Minister of Justice shall not make the Scheme unless the draft
-8 has been approved by aresolution of each House.
9. . (3) Before making any alteration fo the Tariff or to any provision of

10 theSchemeasto: . . . _.

1t (2) any additional amount mentioned in section 2(2),

12 . + {b) the. circumstances in which compensation may be payable with
- 13 respect to-a criminal injury of a kind for which no provision is made by the
14 Tariff, . _

15 - {c) the calculation of compensation in respectofmultiple injuries,
16 - - . {d) compensation payabl_e in respect of children conceived as a result
V7 ofrape, | L o

18 () the. cireumstances in" which an award may be withheld or

19 compensationreduced, , ' .

20 {f)any limit.on cqmpénéétion imposed by é-provision made by virtue

21  of section 2(7)(a);-: the Minisfer _Gf Justice is required to lay through the

22 Presidentadraft before theNation‘alAssembly.‘ G
23 _(4)Before making any alteration toa provision of the Scheme which:

24 (a) gives aright of apﬁeﬂ],;or L

25 {(b) specifies the circmnst;:';nces in which an appeal is to be dealt with

26 by a hearing, the Minister of Justlce is required to lay through the Presidcqt a
-27 - draftbefore the National Assembly. o P

;28 - (5) Where the Minister of Justice is required to lay a draft before the

29  National Assembly under subsection 7'(3) or (4) he shal} not give effect to the
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proposal concermed unless the draft has been approved by a resolution of

each House.

{6} Whenever any other provision of the Scheme is altered, the

~ Minister of Justice shall through the President lay a statement of the altered

provision before the National Assembly.

(7) ¥ any statement laid before either House of The National
Assembly under subsection (6) i‘s disapproved by a resolution of that House
passed before the end of the period of 3¢ days beginning with the date on
which the statement was laid, the Minister of Justice shall:

(a) make such akerations in the Scheme as appear to him to be
required in the circumstances; and

(b) before the end of the period of 30 days beginning with the date
on which the resolution was méde, through the President lay a statement of
those alterations before the National Assembtly.

(8) In calculating the period of 30 days mentioned in subsection
(7}, any period during which the National Assembly is dissolved or during
which both Houses are édjoumed for more than three days shéll be
disregarded. |

10, Inthis Actunless the context otherwise requires:

"convict" includes sponsors and persons that aided and abetted the crime;

"President” means the President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

11. This Bill may be cited as the Criminal Tnjuries Compensation '

Bill, 2016. -
EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
This Bill seeks to establish a Criminal Injuries Compensation Scheme for

viciims of violent crimes and/or their families.

Interpretation

Shont Title







